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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is December 12, 2012. I am Don Hunnicutt in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take an oral history from Mr. William King, 101 Dancer Lane, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, about his experience, work experience at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Bill, please state your full name, place of birth and date.

MR. KING:
William R. King, born June 22, 1930 in Mason City, Iowa, which is Music City, USA. But I actually lived in Clear Lake. That's where the hospital was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your father's name, place of birth and date.

MR. KING:
His name was Orville John King. He was born in Hampton, Iowa, on March 17, 1899.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother's maiden name and place of birth.
MR. KING:
Carol E. McVicker. That's her maiden name. And she was born October 14, 1898.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was her place of birth?
MR. KING:
Her place of birth would have been Webster City, Iowa.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall about your father's school history?
MR. KING:
My father was a high school drop-out at Hampton, Iowa, in eleventh grade. He was working as a telegrapher on a long line railroad and at that time it was expected that kids would provide extra money for families. So he dropped out but he was a very bright and able guy. He was an accomplished singer. He was Protestant; I think it was Methodist faith at the time or Congregational. He sang in the Catholic church and he also sang for Jewish services because he was able to do that. He had a real good sense of humor, and finally in 1920 sometime he took a job at Clear Lake, Iowa, as the Depot Agent of a ten mile electric inner urban railroad. But they did do shipping and he used to refer to himself as the biggest bull shipper in the state of Iowa, because they had cattle going out of there all the time. But the main reason for the railroad was to have a streetcar coming from Mason City to Clear Lake which was a lake resort. People traveled back and forth to take time at the lake in the summertime. I had a marvelous time growing up there. It was a small town. You could walk every place. You didn't have to worry about anybody accosting you. Everyone watched for all the kids and took care of them. I went to school there until seventh grade when we transferred to Des Moines, Iowa.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you mention your father's first job. Explain that.
MR. KING:
He was a telegrapher. He used to use to…
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, telegraph.
MR. KING:
Telegraph, yeah. And then when he went to become the Depot Agent in Clear Lake he was the first one to use an electric teletype machine. The first one they ever put in was at Clear Lake. It was the test.

 MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother's school history?
MR. KING:
She graduated from Clarion High School and then very shortly after they got married. She became a housewife.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did they live?
MR. KING:
Well, they lived in Hampton for a while, and then Clear Lake for most of the time. In Clear Lake, we were there during the depths of the Depression and my father was receiving a hundred and fifty dollars a month. But the electric company which ran the streetcar railroad kept fifty dollars a month back as unpaid investment in the company. So he had a hundred dollars a month actual cash. But, I remember as a kid after about eighteen months, I saw him running down the street waving something. He [inaudible] Carol. We got nine hundred dollars. They gave him back his investment with no interest.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?
MR. KING:
My bother just died a short while ago. He was a World War II Veteran in the Navy. He was in Halsey's Typhoon. Never really recovered from that. But he was five years older than I. He did very well in business. He was almost always the Loan Officer or Vice President of a Savings and Loan Company from here to there, but he had a violent temper. Something would go wrong and he'd tell them to stuff it and go out the door and go someplace else. He just never got over the fact that seventy destroyers were pitched over. They were killed and he was a nineteen year old kid going nuts watching them. Bodies flying, picking them up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was his name?
MR. KING:
Orville John King Jr. Thank God I wasn't born first. We called him Jack.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have sisters?
MR. KING:
I had an older sister. She died in 1978, the same year that my mother passed. And her name was Elizabeth Jane King. We called her Betty. She died at fifty-eight years of age.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about your school history. Where did you attend your elementary school?

MR. KING:
Well, that was in Clear Lake, Iowa. I went to two different schools there, Lincoln School and had great difficulty in first and second grade. I had something wrong with my eyes that they could never identify. It was some type of allergy. And my eyes were very red and I wore glasses. They were about the thickness of the bottom of a Coke bottle. And I remember the teacher, in fact, I still have report cards at home that said that Billy Bob is such a sweet little kid. It's too bad that he's missing out on learning how to read.  So I didn't cause any problems. By the time I got to fourth grade I read to a sainted teacher, Myrtle Olson, who helped me move along. She did a lot of private stuff. She was a maiden as most of them were at that time. She really was a tremendous teacher. Then I went into middle or junior high school there and stayed until seventh grade and then we moved to Des Moines, Iowa. My dad changed jobs. He went to work for the Rock Island Railroad at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was his job duty there?
MR. KING:
Well, he was the timekeeper there and then he became a Depot agent, ticket seller. This was a......Rock Island was a big railroad and they had lots and lots of passenger trains at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your high school days?
MR. KING:
My high school was in Des Moines, Iowa. East High School, which is where I met my wife, after being at another school. I asked or allowed to leave the other school when I had disciplinary problems and we actually moved to the other side of town. I think because of my problems and because of the job, Dad said, “I could continue to keep you at Roosevelt over here.” And I said, “I think I'd just as soon go.”
So I went to East High School and that first day in my eleventh year of high
 school I ran into a fellow named Duke Williams who was the Dean of Men students and Assistant Principal. A marvelous man. He said, “Mr. King, I have seen your disciplinary cards, the green cards that are in my lower left hand drawer. They are a record one would not be proud of.” And he said, “Should you choose to change your ways and become a gentleman and a student over here, no one here will ever know about it.” Then he stood up to his full six foot height, leaned over the desk, and said, “However, should you choose to continue to be a ‘smart ass’, hard luck will overtake you.” I went to all the rooms and met the teachers with my suit and tie and I decided this was the time. Went into the a cappella choir room and sat down next to Jim Ingalls who is now a retired preacher and leaned back in the chair. And when I looked over and saw my wife sitting at the practice piano and I said, “I'm going to like it here.” That's when I first met Joanne Hartle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what type of classes did you take in high school?
MR. KING:
General. I had Physics, Chemistry, History, English, Literature. Almost always Singing. I had an excellent singing voice and continued on for a long time. That was one of the transfer things that was positive about this. Joanne and I were in the a cappella choir and dated for a number of years until 1948, when I left high school and really wanted to become a......go to school and become an M.D. But I didn't have the money for it and I also knew with the Korean War around.....tension around the world that I'd better get my military service out of the way so in September of 1948, I joined the Navy Medical Corp and was in the Navy for four years. For my four year term, I was at Bethesda Naval Hospital and ultimately after having several other jobs, I was a senior scrub nurse at Bethesda. I aided a doctor when they put the first plastic valve into a human heart. Dr. Blaylock from Johns Hopkins came over and did that. I was scrub nurse on all kinds of cranial and surgery of the main part, heavy female surgery. And did that until the nurse...the day Korea was announced I called home to my folks and my girlfriend and said, “I'm going to Korea.” I didn't even know where the hell it was. But I loaded my Sea Bag and went down to the front and waited for the bus. They went through the names and I said to the Chief Petty Officer, “You didn't call my name.” “Your name isn't on here.” And I said, “Well, like hell it isn't.” I signed up. He said, “Don't talk to me about this. Go see somebody.”
So I saw young Ensign at the Personnel shop. He finally admitted to me that nurse Seroka, the head of surgery had taken my name off the list. So I did the unforgivable. I went over to her nurse's quarters and demanded to see her on a Sunday afternoon. And she told me to button my lip. “You are more important here than being cannon fodder in Korea.”  And she said, “Turn on your heels or you will never get off the base on liberty.” So I didn't speak to her except professionally for two weeks. And then as I started hearing about all of my colleagues who were killed in the fleet marines, I was very pleased for the good fortune.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your first reaction when you assisted in this heart operation?

MR. KING:
Oh, I was very accomplished by that time. I was an excellent scrub nurse. I understood all the, I prepared the instruments for this and maintained the sterile activities. In fact on this operation I had worked with a research person to prepare a special knife that had a hook on it. The scalpel had a hook on it so that the doctor could stick his finger in and take the defective valve out and put the plastic one in which was like a bird cage with a bulb, a little plastic bulb in it. And it was a thrill. It was a thrill.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, what was the outcome of the patient?
MR. KING:
He was great. He was a thirty-four year old landscape architect from Baltimore who was a veteran. And when I went in to see him after the surgery after he was in recovery area, he said, “Boy, that clicking kind of gets on your nerve.” You could hear it going click, click, click. And I said, “All you need to worry about is when you can't hear it anymore.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Good point.
MR. KING:
But we did all kinds of surgery. We did probably 30 – 40 cases ….no I'm sorry, probably 12 -13 a day. About sixty a week because this, we had five amphitheaters so I was also the assistant Master at Arms. We had twenty-eight other corpsmen there who were scrub nurses and assistants and we arranged for the cleaning at the end of the day. And then had port and starboard watches.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, what got your interest into becoming a doctor or any of this medical field?

MR. KING:
Well, all the time as a kid my grandmother who was a Southern lady, who didn't make it after the war. She had to go in with her family into Illinois and into Iowa. She wanted her one little boy, Billy Bob, to be a doctor and Sonny, the other little guy the same age, to be a lawyer. Neither of us did that. But I had always had that feeling about it. Nothing bothered me. In fact, I got out of the service, my wife and I got married after I was at school for a year, she was teaching over in West Branch, Iowa, at that time. And I was in Iowa City, ten mile difference. And she, let's see I was in second year of pre-med. Everything was going along fine but all of a sudden just out of the blue I decided this wasn't for me. I didn't want to make the commitment of the years of going through med school, internship, residency and others when I had already been at the peak. I had been in the surgery. Had my hands in the body of all that. I didn't think I could go back far enough to start over again. So I woke her up in the middle of the night and said, “Honey, I'm going to drop out of med school tomorrow. Be prepared for it.” She said, “Good,” she knew that I was losing interest. 

 
So I went over to see a friend and I said, “What can I,” she was in graduation analysis. I said, “What can I do to put some of this together?” And she said, “If you got eight more hours of political science you could graduate this semester.”
So I went to two friends who had been in the Korean War. They were both professors and I asked them if they would help me and one guy said, “I'll give you three hours.” The other guy said, “I'll give you four hours of reading and you'll do it.” Then I went on to have the first Master of Public Administration ever granted at the University of Iowa.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Had you ever heard of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, before?
MR. KING:
Not really. Not really. Not at that time. Of course I knew about the atomic bomb. I knew all activities about that. But Oak Ridge was nothing, nothing to me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Still a secret city?
MR. KING:
Yeah, well, fully secret. I remember when I got out of the Navy. I flew from Charleston and I flew across to Indianapolis and then to Chicago and I came across the TVA area and I must have flown right across Oak Ridge. That was in 1952. But I didn't know about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when did you get out of the Navy?
MR. KING:
Well, I got out in 1952, and then I was in school until 1957 when I got my Master’s degree. Then I went to work for the Department of Army at Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois. I was in Personnel and I was a training officer for two years. Then the salary and wage analyst for a couple years and then I had run some programs and a couple inspectors had come through years before and had asked me about a couple programs that I ran at the arsenal. 

One was an Extramural University Program for engineers and scientists that we had at the arsenal. And another one was a Co-Op Program where we took youngsters who were in school. Youngsters, they were same age as I was. They were at colleges and universities and they would come to Rock Island to work for maybe a half a year or a year and we would provide meaningful work for them and they would go back to the university or college and study engineering. 

 
So I did that for four years, then somebody identified me and said that they were opening a new type of training in the Civil Service Commission and wondered if I wanted to go to St. Louis to become the Regional Training Director. So I transferred to St. Louis in 1961, became the first Training Director. I ran programs for people in the Federal Service through the seven states in the Midwest. Then they started talking about establishing a Staff College for Federal Employees. I really was very interested in that and politicked to get into it. But before the staff college ever got started we got an Oak Ridge story.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
College for federal employees you were talking about?
MR. KING:
Yes, they were talking. This was when John Kennedy was in office and his head hunter, this fellow who was out looking for top notch positions or top notch executives was John W. Macy who was out of Wesleyan University up in Connecticut. In addition to that, he was the Chairman of the Civil Service Commission which was the Central Personnel Agency for the government. Macy thought that the Feds, the people that were working in various agencies, were bright and able, but they had a clerk nature. They had ordinary roles in the agency and didn't have a broad view of governmental service and this bothered him terribly. He thought that we needed a staff college like they had at Henley-on-Thames in England and they had an administrative college like that in France. He admired what they did at those schools and he thought this was worthwhile. So he wanted to get a staff college. This would be where people at the fourteen, fifteen grade level would go for an extended period of time and learn about other agencies, back and forth.

Well, I was interested in that, but when I was in the St. Louis area I was running courses for lower level people throughout the Midwest, Kansas City, St. Paul, Minneapolis area and Rapid City, South Dakota, and Omaha. And I would take courses on the road to those places and run these courses. We ran an internship from St. Louis for people at the GS 12 level in Kansas City who worked for a variety of agencies, Agriculture, Commerce, Social Security and other places. They had an academic part of their program that they attended. They shifted from agency to agency to see what the agencies were like. Then every couple weeks I would fly from St. Louis over to Kansas City to have a little sit down with them.

We had a resident manager over there, a fellow named Jim Hart. I said, “Jim, I am running out of ideas,” and he said, “Why don't you go to the Truman Library.” I said, “What? Just to parade through there?” He said, “No, to see President Truman.” I said, “Really?” He said, “Yes. Dr. Brooks over there said he would be very glad to have people come.” So in 1963 and '64, April each year, I took a group of twelve people, different people each year, over and spent probably three and a half to four hours with Harry Truman in his sitting room outside his office. 

 
When we went into the room everybody was introduced and I was the last one introduced to him in 1963, and my mouth dropped open. He said, “What's the matter, Mr. King? Did I spill my breakfast on my tie?” And I said, “No sir, I'm surprised at your stature. You were the President when I was in high school when you ended that horrible war. I always figured you would be seven feet tall.” He put his arm around me and went over and knowing groups as I did, I don't even speculate about some questions because people are ordinarily dumb when it comes to somebody of stature. Nobody asked a question. I said, “Sir, could I ask the first question?” And he said, “Yes.” I said, “What was the toughest decision you had to make while you were in the White House?” He said, “Committing our troops to Korea.” And I said, “What? I thought it'd be dropping the bomb on Hiroshima.” He said, “That was a non-decision. My military advisers told me that invasion of the Japanese homeland would take a million, two or three million casualties and we couldn't stand it. So it was a non-decision.” That was that. We went on and had a long conversation. It was great.

The next year with a different group, about the same period of time in April, we walked in, he said, “Hello Mr. King.” And I said, “Very pleased to see you sir.” Once again, nobody asked a question. So I said, “Sir, could I ask a question?” I said, “What was the toughest decision you had to make while you were in the White House?” He said, “Mr. King, for a young man you are rather addled. That's the same question you asked the last time you were here.” And I said, “Sir, I'm sorry.”  I said, “I was so fascinated by the answer I want these people to hear it.” And he talked about Korea and how tough that was because he didn't have the support of the United Nations. And I said about the atomic bomb and he said, “That was a non-decision.” I never forgot that and I remember that very, very richly when I came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that library a great place to go?
MR. KING:  Beautiful.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They have his office behind the glass window?
MR. KING:
Yeah. Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you can see it?
MR. KING:
Well, we were sitting there and one...either the first time or the second time, he excused himself because his secretary said that the old man is on the phone. He excused himself and went on. Here it was President Hoover. They were dear friends. And he said, “Oops, Bess isn't going to like this.” He said, “He invited me down to go fishing in Florida.” And he said, “Bess isn't going to like this.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what all did you get from your visits to the library?
MR. KING:
This was basically the opportunity to hear him. Hear a person of great, great stature talk to these people who were in the Federal Service and give them encouragement to go through. These were the two experiences. They were just very, very unusual ones. I finished up in St. Louis in 1964, because prior to opening the staff college, which now exists in Charlottesville, Virginia, I was...we decided to establish executive seminar centers for people at the thirteen and fourteen grade level. These people could be pulled out of agencies for a couple of weeks and go in to courses. So we established a curriculum, about ten policy courses, two weeks in length and people from all agencies had the opportunity to come.

We first started at Kings Point. We had about thirty people coming to the US Merchant Marine Academy. We took over a building there and we had residency and resident hall and these courses went on for several years. But one of the problems with Macy's idea about having these they were such a tremendous desire for this type of training that very few people ever got to take two of the courses. The curriculum was actually ten courses long. We had administration of public policy, international relations, science and technology, intergovernmental relations, and a variety of things like that. 

So then the fellow who preceded me was taken off the job at Kings Point. I was appointed the Director up there my second year. And James Beck, my mentor who also has passed was taken back to DC to work on the staff college. During that time he was told to come down onto Oak Ridge to take a look at this as a location for staff college because Joe L. Evans of the next region over was a congressman there for years. Not for the Oak Ridge area, but the next one over. He was a dear friend of Gene Joyce and a whole lot of other people here. They were anxious to get other things going on in Oak Ridge with government backing other than DOE activities. And so Jim Beck was told to come down here and take a look around. He was shown property down in the old Downtown area and here and there and elsewhere. Also the Alexander as a residence area because Gene and a couple others had financial interest in that place. 

Beck went back to Washington and wrote a staff study which was about an inch thick talking about what a glorious place Oak Ridge was, but how inappropriate it would be for staff college since the bureaucracy behind the scenes had already started on setting up an activity in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me ask you where was Kings Point located?
MR. KING:
US Merchant Marine Academy on Long Island.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you mentioned grades thirteen, fourteen and so forth…
MR. KING:
GS.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
GS grades. Explain what that means and what type of person would be in that level?
MR. KING:
A GS 13 would be above a line supervisor. He would be a ...well actually at that time it was a GS 18, 17 and 16. But there were very few people with those grades. And the GS 15 was pretty “head honcho”. The guy in charge of personnel at DOE here I think he was a 14 at the time. So these were pretty high level people in the federal bureaucracy.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And from what branches of the …
MR. KING:
All government agencies. Fifty-eight different agencies. We sold the courses to them. Their agency paid us for doing this activity for them. And they would come for two weeks and live on the grounds and we would have courses, well, actually five and a half days a week and into the evenings often. We really saturated them in policies.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, this article that was written about Oak Ridge. Go ahead and elaborate a little more.
MR. KING:
Well, Jim went back and did this to get evidence who was Chairman of our Appropriation Subcommittee off the back of our neck. And so it was just marvelous. Well, the next year when it went up for the appropriation hearing Joe L. Evans and his legislative assistant, Bill Kiel from here in the area, opened up Oak Ridge again and a determination was made that something is going to be at Oak Ridge. So I was called from Kings Point down to Washington to establish a Seminar Center at Oak Ridge. And I took this staff study that had been written and basically where it said it was remote I said it was easy to access. Where it said it was undesirable, I said was desirable. And when I basically took all the research that this guy had done and turned it around and made a positive thing out of it, and the Civil Service Commission signed off on it in one day which never happened before. I did all of this and had never seen Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why do you think he had such a negative outlook towards Oak Ridge?

MR. KING:
Jim Beck had already started all the process for setting up the staff college. The bureaucracy of the government always has stuff going on that the policy makers never know about. They are already making headway and have processes moving along. They had not contracted with this place that they eventually bought. They had it lined up and they had made plans and had this all set up. So Congressman Evans was basically throwing a wrench in the works.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what year was this?
MR. KING:
This would have been 19....let's see....'68, '69.....1968.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after...how long after the ...your document was approved and it was signed off on, did the actual process start here in Oak Ridge?
MR. KING:
Well, the actual ...the process was signed off in March of 1970 and in May of 1970 I came....I flew from New York down to Knoxville and rented a car and came over. I was a guest of Mr. Mickleson and Mr. Anderson at AEC. They invited me down and introduced me to all the people working here. And we already knew where the place was going to be. They were in the process of New And Better Oak Ridge. They were building the Civic Center, the library and tearing down the recreation library building over in Jackson Square and that facility was...that property was still there. So we were contracting to have a building built on that site. And they finished the last razing of the building while I was here on a visit in December of 1970 and poured the footings for our building which still exists in Jackson Square on December 7, 1970. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now that's directly across the street from the Alexander …
MR. KING:
Alexander.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
...Hotel. 

MR. KING:
The reason that Gene Joyce and others were so interested was not only their desire to have more activity of the government down here, but to companion some Gordon Lectures which were lectures that run by [inaudible] and people lived at the Alexander at that time and they were interested in maintaining full occupancy. So that was part of the deal. Coming down here to have people reside at the Alexander, eat their meals there and go across the street to the seminars there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you think about Oak Ridge when you first visited it?

MR. KING:
Well, when I first came down here I arrived a day earlier than my hosts had indicated. I went to the Alexander and looked at it. Went down to the Holiday Inn and stayed overnight down there. The next day I got a car and a map from Rose Rental Service which was a rental activity here. They had a map of the whole town. I drove all the streets of the town. Up one street and down the other. If the police had been looking they probably would have locked me up because I was just looking around to see what it was like. This was 1970 and by the end of the day at about sunset, I was down on the waterfront and called my wife on a public telephone down there. We didn't have cell phones then. And said, “Honey, I've just found heaven. We have gone to heaven without going through the dying process. You will love it down here.” And she said “ewe” because we had four children and moving and all the other things going on, but we were anxious to get out of New York where we lived at the time.

 
And she came down here with me. I met Werner Mickleson the next day and met Sam Sapiri and a whole lot of other people who work at AEC. They were all very helpful and anxious to show us all types of courtesies which they did during the building of the building.

I met with Gene Joyce. I met with Dr. Pollard from ORAU and a variety of other people. I met with Dr. Fortney and Dr. Dew talking about medical services for the people who are coming down here for the two weeks. They were worried about who would pay for this if they had some problems. I remember that very distinctly. And we got to view the hospital and all of these other things. Then met with Ben Adams, Crouch and Adams, the architectural firm. We talked about the building and had some sketches that were for the facility. And then returned home and stayed as Director at Kings Point until February of 1971 at which time I continued to stay there but turn the management of it over to another person and started working on things for Oak Ridge.

 
I came down here and lived at the Alexander and had an office on the second floor and hired three employees. Three administrative employees. Joy Brown who is a realtor now was my administrative assistant at the time. Two other gals came from over in Claiborne County and were very good assistants. I brought two staff people down from Kings Point and hired a fellow from Atlanta who knew the area down here, Pat Rochelle, who still lives here. And we started. 


They poured the footings as I said, December 7th and they started building. And so when I started spending time down here in Oak Ridge, with my home in New York, I spent a lot of time looking at the construction and being around. Then in March of 1971, I finally brought my wife down here for four or five days. She hated to leave the kids, but my mother was brought out to New York to sit with them for a while. And we looked around for a place to buy and couldn't find anything that we felt was suitable for us at the time. We were working with the, can't remember the realtors, Ashers. Working with the Ashers, Gerald Asher said, “We can get a home built for you.” And I said, “I've got to bring the family down here in June to get this started.” He said, “We'll get it done or I'll put you up in hotel and pay for it.”
So we ran into Seward Norris and saw a house we had built on Norway Lane and he did build it in forty-five days. And we moved down there with a thirteen-year-old down to a four-year-old. And had a marvelous, marvelous time. We lived out there for thirty years until 2001 when we moved over here to an area on the eastern part of town over by Briarcliff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's talk a little bit about your office in the Alexander. What do you remember? Describe the interior of the building.
MR. KING:
The building was old, creaky. I had a bedroom for myself, one place with a double door. The other room was a bedroom which we had put in desks, removed all the bedding and other things and had desks and things and......I remember that I was a little chagrined about bringing people into that. I thought it was minimal, pretty minimal. But we had an excellent cook at the time and she came from Stinking Creek and she was a marvelous Southern cook and we had marvelous meals. We had the Alexander City Club which was our cocktail lounge and we survived with a lot of camaraderie. We brought a number of top notch people from government agencies, academics, and people from all over the country for speakers on the program. And then we did do some touring here at Oak Ridge. We had very good relationship with people at the Laboratory and also with DOE.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The people that came for the seminars, where did they come from?
MR. KING:
Well, mainly from DC, but literally all over the country depending on what agencies were willing to spend to send them here. They came from all over. We had all agencies. We had forty some people in our classes down here because we had more room than we had at Kings Point. And they came from the Department of Agriculture right on down through the final ones of the alphabet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, what type of classes are you referring to?
MR. KING:
These were two week residential seminars. They would meet in a classroom. They would have projects that they would work on otherwise, but ordinarily they'd have one speaker in the morning that would last for maybe three hours. Not always, but seminar style for three hours. Top notch people. And there would be question and answer. There would be breaks. They had a coffee break and opportunity to be around. But it was the networking that these agencies did that was really the most significant part of it. They would have a chance to learn about other agencies and what they did and how they operated.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you determine who your speakers were going to be?
MR. KING:
Each one of the staff people, and there were four, were associate directors. They were assigned a program that had a curriculum which was outlined in the manual and they would find the people to come here. They were paid a very minimal honorarium, at the beginning was about fifty bucks a head plus their travel for coming down. So the people really had to have a desire to bring their information to the agencies. If they were from an agency, sometimes the agency would pay for them to travel down here. We had the Director of the Audit Agency. It's now the Governmental Audit Agency. We had the Director come down from there. We'd have Assistant Secretaries from agencies come down and speak. I remember when Bill Heffelfinger was Assistant Secretary of Department of Energy, he came down here to speak on a program and saw the lower level of our building being unused. They set up a training center there at the basement of the seminar center.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how much the initial cost was for the construction?
MR. KING:
Yes, the construction of the seminar center was two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars from planning and construction. It was an Evans Company over in Clinton built it. This money came from the municipal utility fund. That was borrowed from them. And we paid it back within a five year period. We paid the entire cost of the building back to them. It was free and clear when we actually pulled out of the activity here in about 1990. I retired in '86 and it continued on for another four or five years before they pulled it out and moved it to Shepardstown, West Virginia, which was a political decision.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now this city of Oak Ridge on the property, they owned the building as well?

MR. KING:
They owned the property and the building. We paid for every penny of it. They had no investment in it by the time we were through with our first four or five years of use. So after that it was a positive event come to them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned the name Gene Joyce. He was a lawyer in town. Is that correct?

MR. KING:
He was a mover and shaker. Gene Joyce, Tom Hill and another fellow from Southern Belle were the three tri-movers. They could go to DC and shake the trees and the money would fall out. For Oak Ridge they were very, very oriented toward community and government money coming to Oak Ridge. And once we lost Gene we lost a lot of our contacts.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How do you see now that the building and the development of the center how did it prosper, the city if it did prosper?
 MR. KING:
Well, it did prosper the city because we brought a lot of money in every year. We put probably over a million dollars into the local economy through the Alexander and through meals and other things that went on there. In addition we brought people from agencies that got to see what was going on in the Department of Energy and made connections with their agencies back and forth. At one time we brought down a speaker from the Office of Science, National Science Foundation and he became Director of the Laboratory. They had never met him before that time.

We brought a lot of things like that. This was during the time when New And Better Oak Ridge was going on. They were building the buildings and they did this and it was a time of growth and clarification. When I first went into the building across from the Alexander on that first visit in 1970, I remember there was a tuba player practicing in the recreation hall and the library was in the other place and I thought, “Yee, Gods!” But it turned out to be marvelous. And the town prospered and we prospered.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall your wife's reaction was when she first arrived in Oak Ridge?

MR. KING:
Well, we had a long, long trip down from Long Island. This was before the interstates were all through here. We came down on what's 25 E or 25 W and she was a little concerned about that. We had stopped a couple places on the way and we got into Oak Ridge. We stayed at the Alexander one night because the house wasn't quite ready and the furniture wasn't down here. But we got to see the house which was done. Beautiful split level place with four bedrooms and she was of course a little concerned. A new environment. We had been in New York for seven years. Established a neighborhood. But we were anxious to get out of there because by that time my son, at thirteen years of age, was in a middle school where they had all armed guards carrying weapons because of the drug problem. And they had something going on here at the Wildcat Den which is now the Midtown Center and Dr. Pollard and others were talking to kids about being careful about drugs and beer and other things. Well, my son could lecture on that because he had been around seeing it for years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what school did your children attend in Oak Ridge?
MR. KING:
Well, they attended Linden and Robertsville and then high school. Our son was a Merit scholar and he was an Eagle Scout, and Order of the Arrow. The two middle girls were kind of C students. My oldest daughter was kind of social. Later on, she went to the University of Tennessee for five years and got a BA and now she has an MBA and is Assistant Principal at high school.


Our son is Executive Director of the Association of County Commissioners in Georgia. Our daughter Joyce moved or lives in Clinton and she and her family are deeply involved. Her husband is a developer and our daughter Pamela lives in Powell and she has two children and teaches aerobics and several other courses around there. They are all established. But they all went through high school here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you feel like the Oak Ridge school system helped them in their careers?

MR. KING:
Oh, they were marvelous, marvelous, marvelous.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How was the Oak Ridge system different than in New York?
MR. KING:
I think it was superior to New York. Although we had good schools in Glen Cove where we lived which was a town basically the same size as Oak Ridge. It was about twenty-seven thousand. Oak Ridge was twenty-seven thousand. But there was also the pressure from the city coming out. We lived thirty-five miles out on Long Island from Manhattan. But you could begin to feel the pressure of the city moving in on us there. But they went through the school here and then Ross went on to High Point University over in North Carolina and got his bachelor's degree and then finished the Master's degree at UT. Ginger went to UT and got her Bachelor's degree. Joyce did not finish over there. She had other things going on and Pam got her bachelor's degree at UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your wife work while she was in Oak Ridge?
MR. KING:
She was a housewife, homemaker. She has been all of our life. She worked for a little while I was first in government service because we needed a fence in the back yard and I couldn't afford it. So she substitute taught. She taught for the four years I was in college. But when we got married and started having children no more. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How was the cost of living in Oak Ridge compared to New York?
MR. KING:
At the same grade levels it was like having a five thousand dollar a year increase. We built this house which was a beautiful, beautiful place. Two car garage. A split foyer as I said. We got in there for thirty-nine thousand dollars and we had had rental property in New York which was minimal; minimal to say the least. So from the standpoint of quality of home life it was far superior here. And some folks that I first met here in town said, “Well, don't you miss Broadway?” And I said, “My office is on the corner and Kentucky and Broadway.” When we lived in New York, my wife and I only went to Broadway one time. We had free tickets to see Mame from a cousin of mine and it cost us a hundred and twenty- five dollars to make the trip in to the city and make a trip home and have a babysitter. So I said we didn't go to Manhattan very often. And almost never to Broadway.

 MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you and your wife involved into any civic activities?
MR. KING:
Yes, I was a member of the Rotary Club. I was in there for a long time. And my wife and I were both members of the Methodist Church and the church choir for forty some years. Did a lot of special work there. She raised the children and worked with Campfire and many, many other activities. We thoroughly enjoyed being in choir. When I retired my wife and I established a music ministry in retirement homes and healthcare facilities. We go and sing “golden oldies”. I sing golden oldies. My wife plays for thirty minutes and we do that once a month at several places. We had to stop this year because of illness but we are going to go back to it after the beginning of the New Year.

And I remember very specifically going out to a place in the area by the golf course. There was a retirement home there and we started singing. We'd sing some gospel and some golden oldies. When we'd start the gospel, this one old lady would get up and walk out of the room. And I said, “Ellie, do I offend you when I sing these songs?” And she said, “I don't need to hear ‘Nearer My God To Thee’ anymore, I know how close I am.” We found out that they had a lot of church groups going in, so we shifted and started doing things out of the Reader's Digest song books and they were all songs of the ‘20s, ‘30s, and ‘40s. They really enjoyed that, even those who were beginning to have some stages of dementia. When you would start to sing, their mouth would move. I used to think music therapy was a bunch of bologna, but I know it makes sense. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you ever wish you had continued in the medical field?
MR. KING:
No. No. I would have enjoyed the money. But we have been very comfortable. I started off really at the bottom rung. GS 5. I remember the first Christmas we went back to Des Moines on holiday from Rock Island. I was with my brother. We went out to his house for dinner and he was a Vice-President of a Savings and Loan Company at the time. And we were busy washing cars in Des Moines at that day it was about 65 degrees. A freaky day when the snow had melted. So we were out washing our cars and he kept kind of getting around to this to find out how much money I was making. I said, “Thirty-six seventy.” He said, “Thirty-six seventy.” I said, “Three thousand, six hundred, and seventy dollars a year.” He said, “Yee, God. I pay my tellers more than that.” And I said, “Jack, that's great. I don't have to work for you.” But every eight months after that for almost my entire career I had an increase someplace either merit or otherwise. I finally got to the top level of the fifteen. They were giving merit increases I couldn't have all of the money. Sometimes with a twenty-four hundred dollar merit increase, I'd only get twelve hundred or something because I was at the top level. So in the '80’s, when I was in DC and they started having a tremendous amount of diversity during that administration, a lot of people in there were not really qualified but were for various other reasons. And I said to our Central Personnel Officer at the time, a gal named Ellen Kilkelly. I said, “Ellen, I am getting so sick and tired of this place. When I finally get enough in my annuity that I can buy beer and pretzels, I think I'll hang it up.” Just said that facetiously and she said, “Well how much do you get?” I said, “I don't have any idea. You are in Personnel and you don't know what your annuity is?” And I said, “I don't look at those things. I'm not a clerk. I'm a manager.” She said, “Come by my desk tomorrow morning and I'll have an estimate for you.” When I opened it up almost had a heart attack for how generous it was. So I made an adjustment with my manager up there telling her I was going to retire in January of the next year. For various reasons I'll not go into. Then I called my wife and I heard her scream. She said, “I didn't marry you for lunches.” But I retired in January of '86, and went to work at the University of Tennessee. I started teaching classes over there. 

The Chairman of the Political Science department had been a classmate of mine at the University of Iowa. I went in to take over a job that somebody had left. I taught there for a couple terms and then a former colleague who had retired earlier and was eight years my junior, flew down here and we set up a consulting firm. We were running residential courses for FDIC and Department of Agriculture and others. Then Jake Butcher shot us down. When the bank thing started going bad, FDIC had to renege on the contract which was rather lucritivebecause all their people had to be pulled out to audit the banks all over Tennessee. But I've had an enjoyable life here and then I worked for the Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic for a number of years. I was chairman there and deeply involved in church. Just all in all has been a great, great place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Bill, when you had your office in the Alexander, do you remember how much you paid for that area, your room and your office?
MR. KING:
The rooms at that time were probably thirty or forty dollars total. We had a special deal with them for the office space because we were going to be their major customers, so I was part and parcel the whole place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you had your speakers in and they stayed there did they get a special rate?

MR. KING:
Well, we paid for them and put them in the better rooms, rooms down at the original part of the building, not in the back part. That part in the back was like being in ...well, not quite a penitentiary environment, but somewhat like cinder block walls and the toilet and they had black and white television and it was rustic.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now was that where your office was?
MR. KING:
No, our office was in the building across the street. The building across the street was completed in July of 1971, and we had our first class just a couple weeks later.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were in the Alexander and you stayed there, did you have to go down the hall to the restroom?
MR. KING:
No. No. Each one had a restroom. They had a restroom and a shower for each one of the rooms.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a little different than your original days.
MR. KING:
Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Probably upgraded since then.
MR. KING:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall who ran the hotel when you were there?
MR. KING:
Well, it belonged to Boatman 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Meryl Boatman?
MR. KING:
Meryl Boatman, Gene Joyce and Tom Hill were all three owners. But Meryl who was the guy who was on site if I had problems with something and I wanted to talk to them about things, I'd talk to Meryl Boatman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you've been in Oak Ridge quite a few years. Why have you stayed here and not returned back to where you grew up?
MR. KING:
We were from the Midwest. I wouldn't want to go back and live in the winters. This has the most beautiful climate in the country. We have four distinct seasons. The summer is not intolerable. The winters are glorious. The beauty of the place as I said when I first got ...it's like going to heaven without going through the dying process.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What have you seen...have you seen the city change since you have been here?

MR. KING:
Oh, yes. The city has changed dramatically. When we first arrived here we had a City Manager. His name was Carlton McMullen and he was a mover and shaker. He did things that needed to be done. And of course Bissell, the guy in the white suit was the Mayor of the town. And he was typical...we had him visit the classes frequently to say hello to them and he was a great, great asset to the city. He had political contacts that made a difference. And I think we have lost those.

I don't think we have the same type of town based interaction with Washington politicians, policy makers and others that we had during the earlier years. I think this has slowly slipped away. With the change in management of the Laboratory and Y-12 and of course K-25 being torn down, the whole place just has changed a lot. It still prospers. It still has very well educated people. I used to tell the classes when they arrived, “We have more Ph.D.’s per square foot around here than they do any place else in the country.” And I said, “You are walking Downtown and that's where we had the U-shaped Downtown without the mall.” I said, “If you happen to see a guy walking along with kind of fluffed up hair and an ugly old cardigan sweater mis-buttoned, don't pity him, that's Dr. Herman Postma the Head of the Laboratory, the most brilliant man I have ever met.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Or Alvin Weinberg.
MR. KING:
Well, Alvin Weinberg came to Kings Point while I was there when we were getting ready to move here. I told my associate who was running the science class, “I want you to invite Dr. Alvin Weinberg up here to start one of the classes.” So he arrived on Sunday on the grounds of Merchant Marine Academy. And the Merchant Marine Academy has been there since 1955. This is where they train officers for the merchant service. We don't have a merchant service in this country, but they still train them. It's an academy similar to the Naval Academy at the West Point and Coast Guard.

But he arrived on a Sunday and I greeted him at the door and I said, “What can I do for you, Doctor?” And he said, “Well, I would really like to…” It was a nice day. He said, “I'd really like to have a game of tennis.” Oh, my God. And so I took him down to his room and I called up the Cadet Commander. I said, “This is Mr. King over at the seminar.” He said, “Yes, sir.” I said, “Who is the head of your tennis team?” He said, “Cadet Brown” or something. I said, “Is he the best one?” And he said, “Yes.” And I said, “I want him down at the main tennis court at four o'clock this afternoon to play tennis with Dr. Alvin Weinberg.” And I said, “Give him a test.” So when I went down the next evening to supper, I met with Dr. Weinberg and we sat there talking and I said, “How was your day?” He said, “It was just marvelous, marvelous.” Well, the next day I ran into this cadet. I said, “How was your game?” He said, “He did everything but run me up the walls.” He said, “I never played a better player.” So he and Dr. Pollard came up and spoke there. We tried to have the relationship to get started on this.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, you mentioned these forefathers that you just mentioned. You know, they were here most of them in the beginning days....
MR. KING:
Oh, beginning days.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
….so they had a lot of influence and knowledge.
MR. KING:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And political contacts.
MR. KING:
Political contacts. Gene Joyce, of course had been a ...I think the District Attorney at one time or prosecution way back when. And he established his business with Wilson who then became a Federal Judge. They had the place over, across from the Alexander. I mean across from the Seminar Center, there in that building. That's where the bank building was and Gene Joyce’s office there.

 MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you find when you and your wife....family came to Oak Ridge that the people in town were warm, sincere, friendly?
MR. KING:
Oh, absolutely. They had a group of women who were greeting my wife. Margaret Ebert whose husband was the Director of the Playhouse and two others, Ruth Cary, who has passed away, she was a mover and shaker. And Fran Sturm, who had a business place downtown with her husband. They greeted Joanne and took her around to see everything. Took her out for lunches. Told her about all the schools and everything. Yeah, we were warmly, warmly greeted. And we had a marvelous neighborhood. We were on a dead end street, cul-de-sac. Norway Lane. And there were a lot of children, basically the same age as ours. So they were playing in the street and having a good time. And it was a rich, rich place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you feel like Oak Ridge was a safe place to live?
MR. KING:
Absolutely safe. Didn't worry about anything. It was a dramatic change from New York, although Glen Cove was a well-heeled area and in New York it was fine, but as I say, we did have people coming from the city and it was changing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old will you be your next birthday?
MR. KING:
If I make it to June, I'll be 83.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What's the most amazing thing you have seen in all these years in your life?

MR. KING:
I guess the beginning of World War II was amazing to me because I was a paperboy at that time and I remember that Sunday afternoon what happened. My dad and this was a cold day, he was helping me deliver newspapers in Clear Lake, Iowa, on snow and ice. He was pulling the sled while I was delivering the papers to the door. 125 subscribers. And we went back downtown to Peter's Cafe and sat down and I had a cup of hot Cocoa and cake donuts and he had a cup of coffee and we heard the first announcement about something at Pearl Harbor and we didn't have the slightest idea where that was.

And then my brother went into the service in '43 and went through that. And of course hearing about the end of World War II was great. I hated those Japs. I wanted this to be done. They were inhuman as far as I was concerned. That was part of the feeling about them. Making these changes coming down here and seeing the attitude of the people here when they set off the Friendship Bell and the friendly cities and others. It was enriching to think that God's hand is working this way.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you amazed at the involvement that Oak Ridge has been in and as far as worldly inventions?
MR. KING:
Oh, tremendous. When first came down here it really was a secret city. There wasn't a whole lot of activity that we could see. They were still testing us out even though we were federal employees. We were not part of DOE and we didn't have a whole lot of involvement with the Laboratory or the other activities that it took a while for us to get to know each other through Rotary Club and other activities. I was in Rotary. One of my other people was in …..two of them were in Kiwanis and we all tried to be involved in the city. So that the city knew us and we knew the city.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How would you rate the health care in Oak Ridge?
MR. KING:
Health care was excellent. Excellent. We came here, as I mentioned to you before we started the interview, I remember very fondly on one of my first visits down here meeting with Dr. Fortney and Dr. Dew, who had a little clinic started which now is the Family Clinic in Oak Ridge. And Marshall Whisnet who was the President of the hotel....I mean the hospital. Had us over there talking to these people about care for those folks coming in for two weeks at a time. What would they do if they had a heart attack or something. Where would they go? And Dr. Fortney was most concerned about, well, how would they pay for it? And I said, “Well, these are all Feds and they all have insurance and no danger of that”.....and we have had marvelous relationships. I had some people who had dental problems. Not many. These people were basically ...but I went over to Bill Lee. Lee and Barton were just starting the business over there and I talked to him. And he would handle these people for this so...we had a great, great [inaudible] and Big Ed's was it. And when the people found Big Ed's and started going there, they might forget everything about Oak Ridge, but they never forgot Big Ed's.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It certainly is an icon.
MR. KING:
I had the honor of singing at his funeral.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Wow. Having used the Oak Ridge Hospital, how would you rate the hospital?

MR. KING:
Excellent. I have been operated on their, myself. So it's great. It's great. And the physicians we have in this town are outstanding. We have used more in later years than we did early, but they have all been marvelous. I was a member of the hospital board from 1972 to 1976. I remember we built one floor of the building. That was vacant for over a year and a half because we had some excess money and we knew we were clearing up and getting ready for this. This was the fourth floor. We put the fourth floor on and it wasn't used for a year. But it was marvelous I would say.

 MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything that we hadn't talked about that you would like to talk about?

MR. KING:
Not really. I'm just glad to be here to see the town survive and move on and become very, very prosperous.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, the city of Oak Ridge should be proud to have you come here and establish the center you just spoke about. I think that did a tremendous...
MR. KING:
Well, I would like to say one thing along the side. My wife and I and family all joined First Methodist Church when we first came here and we have been very proud of our relationship with that. Marvelous education and religious organizations since that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, I want to thank you very much for your time.
MR. KING:
I have enjoyed being with you and your great staff and this has been an enjoyable experience.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And I am sure that this interview will be used many, many times down throughout the years for purposes of education as well as maybe writing papers. Who knows what it'll be used for?
MR. KING:
Well, that would be great.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A great capture of history.
MR. KING:
The Seminar Center project will become fifty years of age on October 6, this next year. I'm getting ready to write a history paper about it pretty soon.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
By the way, what's in that facility today, do you know?
MR. KING:
It is an accounting facility for one of the credit unions. The building was held by the city vacant for a long time. And I was myself very interested in having the public schools move their administrative activities there. It would have been an ideal program for them when they kept talking about this. But for some reason it never got done and ultimately they sold it I think for a fair price to, I think it's the ORNL Credit Union. I'm not sure. I don't want to say.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I didn't ask you or maybe you said I didn't remember, why did the center stop working? Why did they stop?
MR. KING:
Politics. When we were here at that time there was an administration and I don't remember what it was at the time, but somebody had some political pressure here at Shepard's Town in West Virginia, which was a very conservative town. And someone built a four story housing facility. It's a beautiful motel. I have stayed there myself. Plus ten thousand square feet of training space. So we moved there lock, stock and barrel.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, thank you very much again. And continue to enjoy Oak Ridge.

MR. KING:
Thank you.

[End of Interview]
[Editor’s Note:  This transcript has been edited at Mr. King’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]                                                                                                                                                     
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