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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History.  Today is March 4, 2015.  I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Helen Jernigan, 122 West Look Circle, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her oral history about living in Oak Ridge.  Helen, please state your full name, place of birth and date, please.
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Helen Jernigan, Helen Chastain Jernigan and I was born in Pleasant Hill, Tennessee in 1925.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your father’s name?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Will Chastain.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall his place of birth and date?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.  He was born in, I don’t know if this was a joke, but he said he was born in Frog Pond, Tennessee, which I think must’ve been a community near Never Fail and Never Fail was a slightly larger community in Western Cumberland County.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall his date of birth?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  1900.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your mother’s maiden name?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Nota Hamby.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And her place of birth and date, do you recall?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
She was born in Taylors Chapel, which was near Crossville in Cumberland County and she was born in the mid-1800s.  She was 4 years older than my dad.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandparents’ names on your mother’s and father’s side?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
On my dad’s side, my grandfather’s name was John Paul Chastain and my grandmother’s name was Nancy Marsh Chastain and my mother’s side was Gideon Hamby and my mother’s name was Arnelda Taylor Hamby.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how do you spell Chastain?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
C-h-a-s-t-a-i-n.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your father’s school history?  What do you recall about that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
He just had grammar school history.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your mother’s school history?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
My mother had went to what they called a normal school, which was beyond, which was actually sort of a substitute for high school, I think.  They lived in an isolated area and I think there was no high school at the time she needed further education.  So, she attended this normal school which was taught by qualified people.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your father’s work history?   What did he do?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
He was a farmer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother work at that time?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
She worked.  Yes, she worked as a bookkeeper at a stockyard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
In Crossville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that where you grew up, in Crossville?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
In Pleasant Hill was the community where I grew up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s Crossville, Tennessee.  Pleasantville, Tennessee?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  Pleasant Hill, Tennessee.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
And it was about eight miles from Crossville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what type of house you grew up in.  What did it look like?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was a small house.  It had two bedrooms and a living room which we didn’t live in that was kind of a parlor.  And that’s where we kept, that’s where we had company and then we had a dining room, a regular dining room and a kitchen and front and back porches.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how was the house heated?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
With coal.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall where the coal was stored prior to bringing it into the house?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was stored outside the house at some distance in a bow which we would renew every season, every winter.  We would buy more coal when it was soft.  I forget whether it was soft or hard coal, but it wasn’t as dirty as some coal.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me the name of the schools that you first attended.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Pleasant Hill Academy.  It was a private church school operated by the congregational church.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was the dress code like in those days for a young girl?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was saddle oxfords by the time I got to high school.  I don’t remember what I had when I was younger, a younger child, but by the time I got to high school, we always seemed to know what the fashion was in the world around us even though we were isolated.  We somehow kept up with the hairstyles and the dress of our generation which was interesting and so we had the saddle oxfords and the hairdos and, of our period.  We were up to date.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have chores to do when you grew up on the farm?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  My favorite chore was helping my mother cook and on wash day, when she had and that was her hardest, the most hard work day.  When I was very small, I guess about eight years old, I began to be able to cook dinner, which was the main meal at noon.  I could occasionally cook dinner and I was very proud of myself for doing that and I still like to cook.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what was a typical meal like for dinner at the middle of the day?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
We mostly had what was current, what was growing at the time.  You know fresh vegetables and eggs and I’m a lifelong vegetarian.  My parents were not vegetarians, but I never liked meat, so I never ate it and so my diet was a little different from theirs, but they had chicken and pork.  No beef.   We didn’t have beef cattle, but we had chickens and we had hogs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about the Pleasant Hill school.  What was a typical day like going to school?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I’ll tell you a little bit about the founding of the school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.
MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was founded by people in New England of that church because schools were so few and far between in our area and they decided that they would help these mountain children by establishing a school there and they, it was wonderful because they sent us teachers who were educated in the Northeast, at Ivy League schools, but they wanted to help people and they came down here as sort of a missionary spirit  I guess you could say and so we had an excellent school, very much, ahead of the county school which is in Crossville, of course, it was 10 miles away.  It was the closest other school to us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many children was in your school class?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t know in the entire school, but there would probably be about 25 per class in my class.  So, you can do the math and figure out how many there were.  It was a boarding school.  There were dormitories, and but I was a towny because I lived there in Pleasantville.  But there was tuition if one could pay it or you could work for your tuition which I did and I worked in a craft shop which was also part of the school complex and I worked at wood carving and painting and things like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what grade did you first start attending and how many grades did you go through that school?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I was in third grade.  My mother taught me at home.  She had been a teacher and she taught me at home for the first two grades so I started in third grade to regular school, which was a mile away from my house and it was Highway 70.  So, they didn’t like that idea of my walking along a major highway to school so she taught me at home and her uncle was superintendent of schools in Crossville for the county.  So she got for us, I went to get books and materials from that source and so I was fine to start school in the third grade and then I graduated from high school there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your first day at school after your mother taught you, it had all those classmates in the class, what do you remember about that atmosphere?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I was a little daunting.  You know, I think that the fact that I had––I thought I had total access to the teacher for one thing and I’m not sure I got along too well with my classmates at that point because I was not accustomed to sharing.  But I soon learned the ropes, learned where everything was and the kids were very helpful to me because they had a project.  I was their project.  They would tell me where things were and help me go from one building to another and were good to me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you get to school the first day?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Oh God.  My cousin took me the first day in his car.  My parents didn’t have a car at that time.  So, he drove me there, but thereafter I walked every day and had neighbors who––girls who went to that school, the same school.  So, we would walk together often and the walking to school in winter weather was really something because it’s sometimes as much as 10 degrees colder in Cumberland County than it is in Oak Ridge and we would have to stop at people’s houses along the mile to school and more to thaw out and then proceed to school.   But it was common during the winter for us to stop at somebody’s house and warm up by their coal burning stove and continue on to school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what time of the morning did you leave to go to school?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
It must’ve been about seven, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And school started at what time?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It started––it must’ve started at eight.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did each classroom have a heating coal stove in it for heat or do you remember?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It had stain heat.  We had radiators in the rooms and I remember we would––the radiators in the winter would be covered with mittens and things drying out on them.  I can remember the smell of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did your desk look like?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
It looked like a picture in a movie of those days, some are sort of wrought iron looking legs and a place to put inside and I think we had ink wells, but we didn’t use ink and they were in rows, of course.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they teach you how to write cursive in those days?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes indeed.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You know, today, I don’t think they teach that very much.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Not today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have problems learning how to do that?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No, I liked doing it.  I liked doing that.  I had some problems in math which my mother helped me with, but I don’t know if that was catching up or what she thinks she hadn’t taught me, but I remember she was critical of the math curriculum.  She was horrified at some point that I didn’t know about board feet and I figured I never need to use that, but I certainly wished I educated in board feet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how did you feel when your mother taught you for a couple of years and then you went into the school system?  Do you think you were behind or average or how do you think you were?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I think I was average with the exception of it seems to me that I hadn’t learned long division at that time and that I quickly caught up, but with the teacher, I had a good teacher and my mother as backup if I didn’t know things.  So, that was the only problem I had.  I had no problem in reading and other studies.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now how many grades again was that school?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
That was 12 grades.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you graduated from that school?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes, graduated there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In what year was that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
In 1943.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And after you graduated, what did you do?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I went to, let’s see, 1943, then in 1944 was when I came to Oak Ridge for the summer, no, wait a minute.   And I think maybe I graduated in 1941?  No.  It was 1943 and what did I do for those two years before I came to Oak Ridge?   I mean, I’m not clear on that, Don.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.  That’s fine.  During your high school years, did you do any dating at that particular time?  Were you allowed to date?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  I was supposed to wait until I was 16 to date because my parents were very strict.   They looked into a boy’s history and if his father drank too much or his grandfather was not a good man, they didn’t want me to date this boy, which I had found very unfair and rebelled against and had fits over.  But at that time, around that time, late years in high school, there was a prisoner of war camp seven miles away and with great numbers of MPs guarded, serving as guards there.  So, soldiers and they had a recreation hall at the prison camp and they would bus us girls there for dances and things and we––they didn’t, you know, it was fellows, you know, the MPs there and my parents were okay with whoever they were because they were soldiers, that qualified them and never mind what their grandfathers might have done, but that qualified them as okay.  So, we had plenty of guys to date even though our own guys were off––gone off to war.  They were not around, so we had an active social life during that period.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember where that camp was located?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  It was in a community called Ronco Pomona, but if you drive by there on the highway, the old Highway 70, the interesting thing was that the natives, the people in the Cumberland County area knew that the prison camp was going to be there.   There was no secrecy that was going to be a prison camp, but they assumed it was Japanese prisoners.  It wasn’t.  It was German and Italian prisoners, but they continued to call it the Jap Camp and they called it that forever and if you drive by there today, the road to that prison camp is called Jap Camp Road.  They made an official sign on there.  But the Italians and the Germans didn’t get along at all.  So, they had to send the [inaudible] to another place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, that’s interesting.   I knew about the POW camp, but I never talked to anyone until you about where it was and describe, what else do you remember about it?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I remember spending some time in Crossville with one of the guys who was buying art material for a prisoner and they were well treated there.  And the prisoners had painted around their recreation hall which they, I don’t know if they ever used it, but that’s where the dances and all are held with and the restrooms were decorated with lipsticks and combs and girly things and painting, so there were some very talented people and even German officers and well educated people and they had––they made them a tennis court and they had a band.   They had a little band and the band was allowed to play in Crossville and have [inaudible] there.  And when a prisoner died, the first prisoner who died, they buried him in the Crossville cemetery.  Years later, I don’t know how long later but sometime later, the people rose up and they didn’t want the enemy buried in their cemetery so they dug him up and sent him back to Germany, but that illustrates how well received and the prisoners were allowed to work on farms and my dad had some prisoners helping him on the farm and I was at that point I was in college and studying German.  I had to study German because I was a music major and dad wanted me to bring my German book home so he could learn to speak to them and he––they seemed to enjoy working as most prisoners do.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What made you say that the Italians and Germans didn’t get along?  What indicated that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
That was hearsay.  Probably from one of the MPs that I was dating, I’m sure and mostly they didn’t get along was partly because of their personalities and national traits.  But the main thing was that they were not pleased that Italy was––they looked upon Germany as sort of an enemy of theirs.  They had men coerced into this war, sort of, and they didn’t like that.  And they were just totally different personalities.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have any interface with the prisoners at all?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Never spoke to them or anything?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  They were never––they were not allowed to come out when we were there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, they must’ve thought these prisoners, I mean, where would they go if they escaped?  They had no clue of where to go, but I guess they felt like they were harmless to let them go out on work details to the prison?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah, well, they sent guards with them, of course.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
But, always.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did any ever come to work for your father?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what he had to comment about?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  As I mentioned, he wanted us to talk to them and asked me to bring home my German textbook from college, so he could do that.  But he learned a few words and he was interested in them.  You know, and they worked hard and well and he was pleased with them.   I think he was required, he may have been required to pay a small amount, but whether he did, he paid them a little bit.   I don’t know whether that was his own secret or not, but I remember him giving them just a small amount of money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s interesting.   You mentioned college.  What college did you attend?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Tennessee Wesleyan College in Athens, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you get down there from where you lived?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I went there because my music teacher had knew that some German Jewish refugees who were musicians had come from Berlin and were being––that Tennessee Wesleyan College had taken them in and made them part of the faculty because they were––I think he was the director of the Berlin Symphony and she was a singer, an opera singer and so they were pleased to have them as teachers and I was going to major in Music.  So, my teachers at Pleasant Hill Academy wanted me to go to Tennessee Wesleyan because these two famous musicians and refugees were there.  Well, guess what?   By the time I had enrolled, they had been hired by the University of Chattanooga.  They had moved on to bigger things and they remained there for several years.   She, I think established the opera in Chattanooga, but I had good teachers from Juilliard and I had a work-ship.  I worked part of my tuition for my helping the music, one of the music professors and lived in the dormitory with 90 other girls.   There were 90 of us.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But, did you graduate from there?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  It was a junior college.  That was only two years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, why did you come to Oak Ridge?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, Pleasant Hill Academy was––had a focus on the folk arts of the region.  These northern teachers and professors were interested in the folklore of the region, particularly the music and folk dancing.  So, we did a lot of dancing and since the school was funded by the churches up north, the congregational churches in the northeast, they would take us, groups of us, teams of us, to dance and sing for these people so they could see what their money was doing.  They could see that children were being helped and they were children.  They could see these children that they were helping.  So, when I was in high school, we went to New York and we went to Chicago and we––on these trips and we would dance and sing.  So, by this time I was at Tennessee Wesleyan and I had finished my first year and had to come home for summer vacation and they were still in demand locally to perform at the local events.  And they said they had a gig in Clarendon and they wanted me to play the piano, accompany this dancing group.   So, I went along even though I was no longer in school, I went along with my––I knew all these kids and we came on a bus to Oak Ridge.  But we didn’t know it was Oak Ridge.  I didn’t know what its name was, but we went to the Happy Valley Theater and we were on the same program was grand old opera stars.  There was Sam and Curt McGee.  The Boys from Tennessee were there with us and I have a poster and again, somewhere, I don’t know where it is right now of that.  It was the grand opening of the Happy Valley Theater, movie theater.  So, they had a piano and our friends sang and danced and afterward, this man approached me and asked me if I’d like to work there and he said he needed a bookkeeper.  Well, I had never been a bookkeeper, but I had a summer job once where I helped, what I suppose was primitive bookkeeping for the local hospital manager, just doing some very menial simple chores.  So, at that time, I thought that constituted bookkeeping so I said okay and he had a group of young people.  I think they were all younger than I and we operated the, sort of arcade called Coney Island, huge place where we had games and we had rifles to shoot targets and basketball and nets and things.  It was as big as a gymnasium and we gave as prizes, we gave cigarettes.  We had cigarettes and little ceramic figures of dogs and angels, I believe, and we––my job was to help with the games and keep simple books, which I did.  And we closed at midnight and then we had a little bit of social life after that and I went on dates to any place that was still open.  We went––we used to go to Rockwood to some sort of night clubby place and all the way to Rockwood and get home about two in the morning or something like that.  So, again, I had an active social life after this crazy Coney Island place and worked there the rest of the summer and then back to Tennessee Wesleyan.  I never knew, the word Oak Ridge was never mentioned.  I went to what we call, what I learned that there was a place called Town Site, so I got on the bus to go there and you had to stop and show your badge in between and so I only went a couple of times to this Town Site place and during my summer there, because we had everything in Happy Valley.  We had a department store and we had a theater and a bank, post office, total little town with what Bill Wilcox used to say was 13,000 people.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now Happy Valley was a satellite community for construction workers to build Gate 25?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  And the work went on day and night.  There were bright spotlights at night so they could keep working and music where most 24 hours from speakers on the power poles and so it was nothing.  It was no night there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you live?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I lived in what they called the barracks then.  It was like a dormitory, an H shaped dormitory and men lived in one side and women in another and we had––there were no keys on the doors.  And we had as far as I knew no crime.  I mean none that I knew about.  There may have well may been some, but we had lived peacefully in those dormitories.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of people do you recall, you know, I said construction workers.  What type of people do you remember they were?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
A lot of the ones I remember were Indians, American Indians who had come from the southeast, the southwest.  I forget Oklahoma, I think, not very far west.  They’d come from Oklahoma and work as riggers because Indians whether true or not, were notoriously famous for being able to counter aid hats so that they made good riggers and I remember that those were the ones that I identified there and then there were––there was a man I dated in the dormitory next, in the barracks dormitory next to [inaudible] who was kind of a shady character and showed me in his car that he carried a gun there and I was kind of daunted by that and a little weary of him, but other than that, I only saw my colleagues who were fellow teenagers and my boss got into big trouble after I left and I still communicated with some of the kids stayed on there and I communicated with them enough to know that they said the FBI had come for him because of the cigarettes, these famous cigarettes we were giving as prizes were black market cigarettes and he had been getting them from Knoxville and once I remember going, at least once I remember going with him to Knoxville to get those having no idea that they were illegal and so here I was back in the safety of my Christian college and I thought what if they come after me?   You know, I thought, was I an accomplice in this?  And that’s how now any of that was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now tell me about the gate that you had to go through to get to Town Site.  Do you remember where it was?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No, it wasn’t.  It wasn’t––it was a stopping point, a checkpoint, but I don’t remember a building like the other gates, the outside gates.  There was some sort of checkpoint though there and I don’t remember if there is any structure or not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the gates that prohibited people from coming into Happy Valley?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about those?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I remember that those were, I think two cars and two cars could go and it seems to me.  I mean, so there were so many toll gates since then in my life, I don’t remember exactly how they looked.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was a bridge that came across the Clinch River which is downstream from the original bridge today that came onto the reservation from the west.  That was Gallaher.
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Gallaher.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And there was a gate there as well as over on Flat Wing Road as well on the other side.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  That’s the gate that I came through all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.   Okay.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
And we had buses that took people, workers back and forth even as far as Crossville.  So, I rode those buses some.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the trailers in the trailer camp a unique color?  Do you recall that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t remember.  They were behind our dormitories and I never––I didn’t know anybody who lived in there, so I never was there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We’ve interviewed some people that were there and they said it was green.  Everything was green in color.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I expect some of them, yeah, sort of camouflaged.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had a number and that’s how you found where to go.  Just figure out where that number on the trailer.  Where were the dormitories located in Happy Valley?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
They were all on the main streets, the main drag.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s where the main road that’s there now?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.  Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Facing it?  So, that would be kind of across the street from where the plant side is?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  And there were some out near the power plant as well.  There were some that, yes that went further to the west.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you refer to as a power plant, was that the 1 down on the river?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Close to the river?  So, the dorm room, what do you remember about how it looked inside?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
 It was just the necessities, the single beds, two single beds and it seems to me I never had a roommate.  Maybe it was only one single bed, but I had many roommates after I moved to Oak Ridge Proper when I came back.  I had roommates at random, you know, you didn’t choose your roommate or with difficulty.  You had to apply, I think, to have a roommate of your choosing, so I was randomly room mated. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you know what they were doing when they were building the [inaudible] that way?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  We––I thought it was something, I thought it was, it had to do with munitions.  That was the common guess.  They didn’t talk much about it.  It was––we had a job.  That’s what we did and I worked first in labor relations helping identify and apply for those people to be deferred from military service who were coming in.  I did deferral forms for a while and then I started doing book reviews for the editor of the plant newspaper and from there went on to editing and that’s what I did the rest of my time at Gate 25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you stayed a short time in the summer at the Coney Island amusement facility whatever it was in those days and you left and went back to your home?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Went back to college.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
To college, okay. 

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then what brought you back to Oak Ridge?   Why did you come back?  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Because everybody was getting jobs there and it was an important office in Knoxville and you could go there and get a job.  You just assumed you could get a job and they gave you a typing, they gave me a typing test and they assigned me to Gate 25 to the Employee Relations Department and employee relations had, that’s where I did the forms for deferral of employees coming in and were subject to the draft and otherwise and then started working.  The newspaper was in the Recreation Department and the newspaper was all in the same complex.  So, I started working for the newspaper and––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you came, where did you come to apply for employment?   Do you remember?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Into Knoxville, but I don’t remember what building in Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And they gave you a typing test and did they tell you right on the spot you were hired?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And to report to someplace?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you remember where you reported?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I think, I don’t think there was any intermediate place.  It seems to me I went directly to Gate 25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you get from your college to Knoxville then when you were hired out to Gate 25?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
By bus.   I got, I came by bus and went home.  I went home first and in fact I was at home when I applied.  I believed that I went to Knoxville from home very shortly after I graduated.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did your parents think about you getting a job here?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
They were a little weary, but they never asked and they, as I recall, they weren’t too curious.   I told them it was, I thought a munitions plant and they were all for that.  And they didn’t, they were not worried about me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, the first time you came, did they have more concern than when you came back the second time?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes, they did.  And my boss at Happy Valley had to stop and talk to them about letting me go.  At that point, he told me that it was nice people he employed and what a good guy he was and impressed them and they were fine with that.  I don’t think they ever worried about me although they would’ve had good reason to if they had known––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What you were doing?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember his name, your boss’ name, your first boss?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  Nelson Rue.  R-u-e.  And he––there were some people with him whose jobs I never defined, but we, being me and the other teenagers decided that one of them was a prostitute that he had brought on and because she never seemed to be working at anything.  And she may have been for all I know, but and her daughter was with her and that sort of puzzled us.  Those people didn’t––the daughter worked with us in Coney Island, but the mother didn’t do anything much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now do you recall in what location that Coney Island was located?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was kind of in the center of things.  It was across the street, almost directly across the street from the little post office.  So, it was, my memory is that it must’ve been across the street from the administration building.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the middle of the other facilities that was there?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.   Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the, I believe it was, like a community hall or a town hall or something, a recreation hall?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  They had dances there.   Bands, live bands and so we went there a lot.  I think they were on specific nights, maybe Saturday nights or something.  Not every night, but it was not as big as Coney Island, size wise.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, this gentleman that ran this business was an outsider that got the contractor to come in and do that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  He did the theater and Coney Island, bowling alleys.  We had a duck pin alley and maybe another facility.   No, I guess that’s all, but he was from Franklin, Tennessee, and he was in his early 50s.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had a grocery store as well?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t think he did the grocery store.  I don’t think he had.  It was just the recreational facilities that he had, the theater and the bowling alley and those things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember seeing that service station with the motorcycle out in front of the gas pumps that was taken by Mr. Wescott years ago?  Do you remember seeing that photograph?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I remember seeing the photograph.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where that gas station might have been located?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There’s been some speculation where it was or where it wasn’t, you know.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t remember that at all.  Maybe because I never––some of the guys I had dated had cars, but since I didn’t have a car, I guess I wasn’t in it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about the place called Town Site.  A lot of people don’t realize that was what the town center was called.  Town Site until later on Jackson Square wherever it came from.  So, what do you remember about the first time you went to Town Site?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I remember that it was bigger.  I mean, it had more facilities and had a theater and which I never went to, but I was intrigued by that and I don’t remember if I made any purchases or did anything there.  Yes, it seems to me I just got on the bus and came back to Gate 25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was a lot of people live in that area I would say.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
More than where you’d know it originally.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And everything was just hustle bustle?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
As I recall, yes.  The commercial aspect was certainly visible and I could see that they were more––there was more going on there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you back after that summer job, and you took this other job at the––did you live down there in Happy Valley at that time?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No, when I came back and took the job, I lived in Town Site.  Well, actually, I lived in West Village in a dormitory, in a couple of dormitories guest.  Thalia Hall was one of the dormitories I lived in in West Village, which is in the Jefferson area.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was Happy Valley still there when you came back?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  Happy Valley was gone.  No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, from the summer of ’44 until ’45 when you came back, it had disappeared?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Magic. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your thought about that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Unbelievable, just astonishment.  I kept thinking there must be some item, some shred.  Even, it was almost like did I dream that?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You know there’re not many photographs of Happy Valley and from my understanding was, Mr. Wescott didn’t have much of an assignment to go out there except photograph the plant.  So, with it disappearing that soon, there wasn’t anything to photograph apparently.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t know exactly what time during that year they took it down, but it was gone.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s why there’s such a mystery about Happy Valley because it didn’t last very long.  So, tell me about how the dorm was.  Was the dorm any different than when you moved into Oak Ridge, the town versus the other?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was a little better equipped than this and which was important and this time I do remember distinctly that there were two single beds because I always had a roommate and sometimes one roommate worked shifts and I remember one roommate was the secretary of the chapel at the church, United Church.  The chapel on the hill and one roommate was a shift worker so she would be sleeping when I was awake and, but we got along very well and one roommate I particularly remember, was her husband was in the service somewhere and had come home for a furlough, a weekend or something, and he lived in Kentucky and so, she didn’t have any––she, 1 of my friends who had a car, drove her to Kentucky to be with her husband and I think the marriage probably didn’t last because she cried all the time she was anticipating this journey to Kentucky.  I think she may have gotten involved with somebody in Oak Ridge.  I never knew because I didn’t know that much about her personal life, but there were lots of drama in her personal relationships with young people and we were all young.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much money did you make in your first paycheck?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Oh, I don’t remember.  It was so little I don’t remember.  I remember that’s when the Oak Ridger was established which is many years later they offered me $35 a week and I declined and Dick Smyser always teased me about that.   Later on when I did work for the Oak Ridger and got paid a little more, he would say well, you turned us down, you know, when we offered you the first job, but I did work for the Oak Ridger as we pulled her later and did an action line column.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was it like in down in the Jefferson area?  What do you remember being there?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I remember the skate and the roller rink was in the center of recreation and then there was the rec hall.  I think there was a recreation hall in Jefferson.  I just went to the one in Town Site mostly, but I remember that the roller rink where they played roller hockey and that was a big thing, this roller hockey team and had a wedding there with a couple of roller skates.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you at that wedding?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I was covering that wedding for the Carbide Courier.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the Carbide Courier?  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
That was the newspaper, the plant newspaper and it was my job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was what, Gate 25?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where it produced?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your assignment was to just gather local news in various subjects?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Everything.  I interviewed people and I remember being taking pride in the fact that I talked them into letting me interview all kinds of people.  Not just the press, Carbide press, which they were prone before I had joined the newspaper staff, they had just been interviewing people like Clark Center, who was the plant superintendent and others and I said why don’t we interview the cooks and the, you know, other people?   So, they let me do that and I was pleased with being able to interview more people.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me back you up a minute and tell me about the secrecy.  What do you recall that orientation related to secrecy when you were hired there?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I remember the three monkeys and the signs.  I remember the signage and I remember that we were, if we did anything unusual, we were sort of suspect.  I mean we sort of, our behavior was monitored to a degree.  I was prone to forgetting to where I need put my badge on before I went to work at Gate 25, and I rode a bus to work from Oak Ridge Proper and I did that so many times that they called me in to security about that and I remember, this is back in Happy Valley.  This happened and I got passes from my college friends, girlfriends, to the valley, I think, to come and spend the weekend with me and I got a mattress from an empty room near mine in the dormitory and put it on the floor for this extra girl to sleep on and some––we called everybody the FBI.  All security people were the same to us and we thought they were FBI Agents, but this person came after the girls had left and the weekend was over and they came to talk to me in the dormitory and they said you have moved Government property.  So, I had not yet taken the mattress back.  It was like the next day and I learned that after they had left and I thought how did they, you know, how did they know this and what difference does it make and why did they think I was going to keep the mattress or whatever?  But I remember thinking that was just really odd.  They flashed their badge and they said you moved Government property.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned about badge.  Did you have to wear a personal ID badge different than the one that you used when you went to work?  Do you remember any of that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No, just used the one that I went to work.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, if you left the area, you used that badge to get back through the gate to get back in?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the dormitory, tell me what you had to do when you wanted to take a shower or not a shower, but a bath or a cleanup or use the bathroom, what was different about that than in a house, for example?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, there were showers.  There were no tub, no bathtubs and there were sinks where you could wash your clothes and I don’t remember anything notable about the bathrooms.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Other than the fact you had to go down the hall to use?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes, right.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And was, in the wintertime, was the dormitory warm or––?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah, they were comfortable.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Summertime you could open the windows?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t remember that.  I don’t remember opening windows.   But it wasn’t air conditioned, so I must have.   I’m not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now the Gastonia, was that the name of the––
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, hall.  Was that close to––wasn’t there a cafeteria there on Louisiana Avenue where later Brunner’s Market came in?   Do you remember that?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.   But it wasn’t that far, but it was at the westernmost point of where the dormitories, I mean, it was the furthest west dormitory, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then it became east a little bit.  There was another larger cafeteria where the museum went into.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the shopping complex.  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
And that’s where I ate.  You know, at that cafeteria I remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now beyond westward, beyond Louisiana Avenue, there was not any facilities out through there, was there?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t remember any facilities.   No.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was pretty much the western boundary.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Right.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what all did you do for recreational purposes?  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, the tennis court dances were certainly the main thing at both Town Site and Jackson Square and in the western, in the Jefferson part.  So, I always went to those and you just went you didn’t have to have a date.  In fact, there were more common just girls and fellows went there and met and sometimes later dated and went to movies and things like that.  But and then there was Ridge Hall, which had the library, I believe, and it had, we had music listening groups and groups for [inaudible] playing groups, all kinds of meeting people’s interests and I used to go to those, the music listening groups especially, I liked.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now you’re talking about music at the tennis courts.  Was that live music or what type of?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
That was Bill Pollock.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about Bill Pollock.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Oh, Bill was wonderful.  He knew what was Hit Parade and what music he had.  He had good jazz and good dance music and the current music.  So, we were, when new stars arose in the music field, he had their records and it was perfect and his voice was soothing and had a good voice and sometimes we had dances that like circle dances where you’d meet.  When the music stopped, you’d dance with that person and group dances a little bit.  So, it was very good.  There were back, this has to do with the secrecy that still prevailed.  There were rumors that there was a murder at a tennis court dance and we all believed that.  That yes, there was a murder, but we never knew any facts about it.  It was probably the folklore at the time, possibly accurate.  We never knew.  And I think this spirit of secrecy prevailed through Dick Smyser’s reign at the Oak Ridger.  He never wanted to print anything bad about the main contractor or the DOE or you never heard anything negative from Smyser, who was the editor of the newspaper for many years.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now did the interviews in the written documents that you wrote, was those scrutinized before you could publish all of it?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  The whole paper was.   We would make the dummy of the paper and it had to be okay before we printed it and we had it printed in Knoxville.  There was no printing facility here.  I don’t remember the name of the printing company, but it was on and I forget the name.  It was where the old Sears store was.  I remember––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
North Central?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
North Central, thank you.  It was on North Central and we went every Friday and had it printed there and they had the old fashioned press and I remember that printers had a reputation like painters and plumbers for being heavy thinkers and I remember that some of the printers had bottles next to their machines.  I don’t remember actually knowing that they were drinking when we were there, but it apparently was available to them and so I felt well, it’s true.  You know, the printers drink too much.  So––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you would come back through the gate, whatever gate you used to come back into the reservation, what do you remember?   How was that atmosphere?  What do you remember about that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Routine and pleasant.  The guards were not chatty, but they would speak and it was a pleasant experience as far as I was concerned.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you go for shopping?  I was talking about the Grove Center area.  Did you visit that Grove Center area any at all?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  I went to Tulip Town and the grocery store there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That the name of the grocery store?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  But this was some years later after.  I think I didn’t go to a grocery store when I lived in the dormitory.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just ate there?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Just ate at the cafeteria.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the food good at the cafeteria?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I thought so.  I thought it was pretty good.  But then I wasn’t very discriminating and I only ate vegetables.  But as far as I remember it was pretty sociable, you know, we knew people.  We knew each other by that time and would join people at their table or somebody would join you and it was a pleasurable experience eating there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve been told that there was probably two or three women to every man in those early days because of the war effort obviously, but and a lot of young girls here.  Is that fairly accurate?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I don’t think so.  It seemed to me like there were more guys.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
More guys than gals?  Yeah.  Did you ever go to the Grove Rec Hall?  Do you know about the Oak Terrace area?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was that, the Grove Ballroom or––
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Their ballroom.   Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember in 1945 when they dropped the bomb on Japan?  What do you remember about that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I remember that being elated because it meant the end of the war and then the atmosphere of celebration, but I didn’t know it.  I did not join one of those large groups of people for some reason and I’ve wondered since why I didn’t and I don’t remember exactly the conversations and things like that.  It was just so exciting.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how––where was your next place of residence after the dormitory?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
After the dormitory, I moved to a D House and lived with some other women who were nurses.  At first, single people couldn’t get housing except for nurses who were considered to be of sufficient importance to the community welfare that they were allowed to get houses and groups of them as were certain scientists and engineers, the men.  But I was invited to live with one of the nurses that had left to go to another job somewhere.  So, the nurses had begun to allow their friends who were not nurses to move in there and this is how I met Ed Westcott as a matter of fact.  I lived in a house on Taylor Road, 105 Taylor Road and one of my housemates was Lindy Stokes, who was Ed Westcott’s assistant, one of his assistants and she and there was another young woman who was a physicist, so it became not just nurses.  There were about half nurses and half us other people and this was by invitation of the nurses and so I was pleased to be able to move out of the dormitory and into this house and we––it was a really good experience.  We shared the work.  We took turns cooking.  We took turns shopping for groceries and we took turns cleaning and we took turns putting coal in the coal furnace and very pleasurable and I still keep in touch with a couple of those women.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many people lived there in the house?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
There were six, six of us, two to a room.  There were three bedrooms.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And obviously some would be working while others would be sleeping, or––
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I think we were all on day.  We were all on day shift at that time and these were all professional women and I think they all had day jobs and they were from everywhere and there was an interesting mix of us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you feel like that everybody got along with each other in those days?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Everybody pretty much the same sage group and––

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  We had things in common even though we were from far different places.  I remember one of my housemates who came from upstate New York and her––she was the physicist and her first day at work she came home and she said the bus driver, when I got the bus this morning, the bus driver, she said I almost missed the bus and when I got on the bus, the bus driver said I liked to have left you and she said why did you want to leave me?  And I said, she said, well, he said he liked to.  I said no, that’s not what that means.   It means he almost left you.   I liked to have left you or she couldn’t decipher that, translate that.  And there were other things that were amusing about the people who came from different places and––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’m sure there’re people who had problems translating some of her language as well.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Probably.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what you remember about the gate opening in 1949 of March.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
That, I was dating my soon to be husband and he was an introverted sort of person and he did not want to go to this celebration.  So, I didn’t.  So, I was not a part of this wild, not wild, but joyous celebration that so many people were involved with.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now the American Museum of Atomic Energy opened in the old Jefferson cafeteria building on the same weekend.  Actually, the gates were open.  Did you ever go to the museum?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what you remember about it.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Very little I remember because when we got––when the museum moved, I began to enjoy it more and I remember more about that than I do about the Jefferson one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned the––your––you met your husband.   Where did you meet him?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
At a folk dancing group, that this was when I lived in the house on Taylor Road, which is out in sort of eastern part.  There was a shopping center there and the school.  So, in the school gym, the folk dancers met weekly, I guess, and I met him there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At Elm Grove School, I believe?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Elm Grove, yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you and him dated, where did you go for dates?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
We went to movies and we always went to the folk dancing thing and he was a motorcyclist and liked to go on trips.  We went to state parks up in Kentucky and I rode a lot with him.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of motorcycle did he have?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Anything but Harley.   He felt Harley was beneath him.  I forget.  I don’t remember what those motorcycles were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Of the Town Site area, did you do a lot of shopping in the Town Site area when you lived on Taylor Road?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  There was a Taylor’s Department Store there and I did.  I bought clothing there and shoes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
From my understanding, Taylor’s didn’t last very long for some reason and then Miller’s came in after that.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Right.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was Miller’s the same Miller’s that was in Knoxville that came out here?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes, same one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, the Central Cafeteria was another cafeteria in the Town Side area, did you ever eat there as well?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  Actually when I moved from Gastonia Hall, I lived in Carlyle Hall, which was in Jackson Square near the tennis courts and somewhere in that area, so I actually lived at Town Site in the dormitory for several years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If I remember right, I think that is, that would be overlooking the tennis courts, some of that was where the hospital has taken and then there’s another facility there.   I think, I’m not sure what the name of it is now.   It sits kind up on top of the little bridge like running through there.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  That’s the one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now when you rode the bus, if you did ride the bus, was there a fare charge or was it free?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was free.  It seems to me.  I don’t remember there being, unless there was a very small charge.  I think maybe there was a small charge later.  I’m not sure.  I remember you could go to Knoxville or anywhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what the dormitory rent was?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
It seems like it was $10 a month.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have maid service in the dormitory?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now there was a, in the ’49 parade, there was a truck like a float, that was protesting the rising of the dormitory rent and doing away with the maid service, quite interesting.  

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I must’ve moved out and into the house before well, yes.  I was already living in the D House by that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you met your husband and eventually got married obviously and what year was that?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
1949.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you get married?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
At the Chapel on the Hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who the minister was that married you?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  I remember he was there for a long time or wait a minute.  Let me think.   I don’t remember.  I think it was Lundy.   Bob Lundy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It sounds, that name sounds familiar.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now the Chapel on the Hill, where was it located?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Where it is now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s behind where the Guest House is, was?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever go in the Guest House?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  In later years, much later years, not during the war time years.  I don’t think.  I don’t remember ever being there during war time years, but in later years when it was still operating there, I was there often, so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was your first home when you got married?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
On Holic Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of house was that?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was a K apartment.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What––describe that for me.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
We lived on the bottom floor and there were four apartments or two apartments.  It’s still there.  We could go down.   I could go down and look.   But we lived downstairs because I remember hearing the neighbors walking around upstairs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it a nice apartment?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I thought so.  Yes.   We had, I remember my husband thought that I should have a piano and I said there’s not room, but then one of my other neighbors had a grand piano in a similar apartment.   So, it would have been possible for me to have a piano there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what kind of musical instruments did you play?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Piano.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you still play today?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
I would if I practiced.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what type of work did your husband do?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
He was an engineer, an electronic engineer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At one of the plants?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Which one?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
At Annex 10.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was his name?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Ed, Edward Fareston.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you have children?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  We have two sons.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what were their names?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
They’re John and Joel, John Fareston and Joel Fareston.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you give me their birth dates and places of birth?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
John was born in 1951 and Joel in 1954.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In Oak Ridge?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
In Oak Ridge.  And John now lives in Hardin Valley and Joel is in China.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do they do?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
John is a technical writer and a photographer and neighbor of in Hardin Valley, neighbor of your in-laws.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how many years did you live in the K apartment?  Where was your next residence after the K apartment?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Next residence was on Ontario Lane and it was a B House on Ontario Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about the difference between a B and a D House was.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
The number of bedrooms.  B House only had two bedrooms and a D House had three bedrooms.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A little bit bigger overall?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did the family have a telephone in those days?  Did you have a telephone?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  We had a telephone.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you on a party line?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No, I don’t think so.  I don’t remember.  I don’t––somewhere in my lengthy life, I’ve had––I’ve been on a party line.  I don’t remember that it being there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what schools did your children attend in Oak Ridge?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Cedar Hill Elementary and then we moved here and they––one went to Jefferson, my older boy went to Jefferson, but the younger one went to Robertsville Junior High.  So, we moved when my older son went into high school and my younger son was going into middle school, that’s when we moved here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you think the Oak Ridge School System during that time period was good, mediocre, or better or what?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I thought it was good.   I was very active in the PTA and all the kids’ activities and I thought it was good.  Communication was good with the teachers and all of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve got a few places of interest I want to ask you and you tell me what you remember about them, the Snow White Drive-In.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
I remember eating there a lot, but I can’t remember what I ate because I never, I didn’t eat hamburgers, but I must’ve had lots of French fries or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the Skyway Drive-In?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.  I remember that going to movies there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At North Theater?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The swimming pool.   Did you visit that much?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes, that too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was something unique about the swimming pool water.  What do you remember about it?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
It was cold.  It was very cold.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the hospital?   Did you use the hospital very much and if you did, how did you compare the hospital?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, I had my children there and also I worked in a doctor’s office.  After, let’s see, at what point?   After I married, I had left Gate 25 and I worked in an Oak Ridge doctor’s office for Doctor Williams and Doctor Helm.  Doctor Williams was a general practitioner, Doctor Helm was a surgeon and I worked as an office manager for them for two years, I guess, something like that.  So, and next door was Doctor DePercio and I kind of remember Doctor Spray was there at that time.   So, I knew those people from the medical community and had my boys there and I thought it was good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were they left over Army doctors?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Doctor DePercio was and maybe Doctor Spray too.  But my doctors were not Army doctors.   They were Tennessee local, I guess, they both got degrees from the University of Tennessee and they were––they saw a lot of patients.  Later I realized that I’d been taking part in some tax fraud because they wanted to be paid in cash and it was my job to bring the cash home with me at night and a couple of more times when I would forget it there and get up in my pajamas and go down to the hospital and go down to the medical arts building and get the money and bring it home.  They could’ve had somebody more precise.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now you have a different name now than you did.  Did you and your husband divorce?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
We divorced amicably in 1970, I guess.  Yeah.  ’69 or ’70 and I married Harold Jernigan in 1972.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And Harold was on the Oak Ridge City Council for many years, right?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was his work, line of work?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
He was an electronic engineer as well.  He started as a technician and was promoted to engineer later.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there children from that marriage?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.   He had two children.  So, I have stepchildren, one of them in still in Oak Ridge.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What are their names?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
His name is Hal.  He was Harold, Jr. and they call him Hal Jernigan and he works for the Oak Ridge School System.  He’s the director of Special Education in the Oak Ridge School System and his wife, Pamela, is a nurse, with a cardiology clinic.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And the other child’s name?
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Did they have a child?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No.   I mean your other stepchild.  You mentioned you had two?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yeah.  She lives, the older stepchild, they both graduated from high school here and she became a teacher and is now retired from teaching.  She lives in Virginia and I see them often.  They come for regular visits.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During all the years you’ve been in Oak Ridge, do you feel like Oak Ridge has been a safe place to live?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back in the day you never worried about locking your doors or cars or anything?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
No.  In fact, we had Harold and I had, we couldn’t call it a break in, because he just opened the door and came in.  That’s what he did.   We didn’t lock the door.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Intrusion.
MRS. JERNIGAN:
Intrusion, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Without being invited.  What do you think, how do you think the city’s progressed over all these years?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, unfortunately, it sort of stalemated in the lack of private industry and this is, in my opinion, far too dependent, totally on Government contracts.  It’s been a difficult transition.   I think it’s improving, I think we’re getting more private business, but it’s a slow process and Knoxville is our bedroom community.  I mean, we have far too many people who work here living in other places and that it’s nobody’s fault.  It’s just that we’re a small town and it’s very difficult to compete on a larger stage, but we’re proud of the National Laboratory, a little ambivalent about what we call the Bullet Factory, Y-12 and we’re proud of the work that Oak Ridge National Laboratory is doing certainly and glad that this is no longer secret work and that it’s signs that it’s going to help with environment and people’s health and all kinds of things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you think the most amazing thing you’ve seen in your lifetime?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
In my lifetime, the most amazing thing?   That’s hard.  I’ve traveled quite a bit, and I think that maybe in some of my travels, I’ve seen amazing things.  But I can’t think of anything that’s amazed me in Oak Ridge.  I think the most comfortable thing that I’ve experienced is the community spirit in Oak Ridge and the working together that people do and the variety of the arts and all of that and I couldn’t, I can’t imagine living anywhere else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We could talk hours and hours of that Oak Ridge history, but unfortunately––

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We have to stop, but is there anything that we hadn’t talked about you’d like to talk about?

MRS. JERNIGAN:
After you leave, I’ll think of it.  Probably so, but I can’t think at the moment about anything amazing or amusing.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I should’ve asked you that earlier so you could think about it.  But then it wouldn’t be so fun.  It’s really been a pleasure to come into your home and let us interview you, Helen.  This has been a very interesting interview from the information you gave us about Happy Valley for sure and some of the early Oak Ridge information.  I think that whoever would review your interview would get a whole lot out of it and hopefully someday maybe a young student or someone would look at your interview and help them write a paper or something they might be doing.   So, I want to thank you again on behalf of the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History for letting us take this interview.

MRS. JERNIGAN:
Well, thank you, Don.  You’ve been––this has been very comfortable.

[End of Interview]
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