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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is April 13, 2016. I am Don Hunnicutt, in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Jim Jackson's oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Jim, please state your full name, place of birth and date.

MR. JACKSON: James Walter Jackson. Knoxville, Tennessee, April 22, 1924.

MR. HUNNICUTT: State your father's name, place of birth, and date, if you recall.

MR. JACKSON: James Preston Jackson. November 23, 1903, and I'm assuming it was in Knoxville area, somewhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your mother's?

MR. JACKSON: Mother was Emily Marie Dishman. She was born in Anderson County, and her, her birthday was April 12, she would be 103 yesterday, I guess, was 1903, and that was in Anderson County, somewhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your birthday and hers, just 10 days apart.

MR. JACKSON: Apart, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pretty close. What, what was ...
MR. JACKSON: I always told her she's 10 days older than me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. What was her maiden name again?

MR. JACKSON: Dishman.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Dishman. How about your grandparents on your father's side.

MR. JACKSON: Andrew, his first name was Andrew. Lawsy me, I don't know, it's been 100 years since I've seen him, talked to him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about your grandmother on your daddy's side?

MR. JACKSON: What was her name? She was about half Indian, I know that. But, I can't remember her first name, right now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember her, on your mother's side, the grandparents on that side?

MR. JACKSON: Jeff, let's see, John Franklin, and Sarah was her name, her middle, Sarah Scruggs, she, her maiden name, she was a Scruggs, and her first name was Sarah. They were born, of course, I think, Grandpa on Mother's side was born about 1859, something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what your father's school history was?

MR. JACKSON: Grammar school, probably.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Eighth grade?
MR. JACKSON: Probably. Mother, both.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Mother as well. You have sisters and brothers?
MR. JACKSON: They're deceased.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What are their names?
MR. JACKSON: Helen Marie, she was a Cox, her last name, and Roy Lee Jackson was my brother's name.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of work did your father do?

MR. JACKSON: He built roads in Anderson County, and Knox County, and around that way. Asphalt.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And when you say "built" ...
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, built, you know ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... just ...
MR. JACKSON: Well, built and repaired roads and stuff like that, for a company in Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was your, did your mother work outside the home?

MR. JACKSON: Not after she got married, I don't think.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where did they live, where you were born, where abouts in Knox County were you ... ?

MR. JACKSON: I was born near Rule High School, in the home over there. That was, what in the world is the name of that street? Oh, well... Vermont, it's on Vermont Avenue. Then, we lived in, and around Knoxville for, since I left home, when I left home.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you mentioned to me earlier about, you have a relative that lived here on the reservation before Oak Ridge.
MR. JACKSON: My grandpa, on my mother's side, had a farm at where the, what'd we say that place was?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Holiday Bureau.
MR. JACKSON: Holiday Bureau. I remember picking, getting, digging sweet potatoes on that, on where that Holiday Bureau is now, right there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, did that run up all through where the Daniel Arthur school building sits today?

MR. JACKSON: It went about up where the nursing home facility there is. And it went back to the -- you remember there, where the old heliport was back there?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. JACKSON: My ... he had a peach orchard there, little small peach orchard there, so it went that far back and the house set up… There's a spring still over there. Bob, and his wife were telling me about that spring that sets in there, said a homeless fellow slept in, stayed in there sometimes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's quite a lot of property, in that area, wasn't it?
MR. JACKSON: It's pretty good.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did the house set?
MR. JACKSON: It set up above the, I'd say, where the Holiday Bureau is, it was about 100 yards back there, up on the little rise there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That, do you remember what that road looked like, what we're calling Emory Valley Road.

MR. JACKSON: Oh, that part of the road there was, pretty well, paved back in those days. It was better than most of the roads around, at that time. It went down to the river, and went, you turned up toward the Elza Gate there. It was a pretty good road that way, but the other way, it was hard to get a team of horses down that way, going, you're going toward the Edgemoor Bridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what year, would you think?

MR. JACKSON: That was in '30s, probably, early '30s, see, I was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how did the family get from over in on Vermont in Knoxville, out this way?

MR. JACKSON: Over there, we always had a car. Daddy always had a car back in those days. Everybody back in, in the '30s didn't have cars, you know, but he always had a car.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He came across the Sol... the old Solway Bridge?
MR. JACKSON: Well, we, we would come that way, there was several ways you could come. Through Edgemoor, down the, down the Edgemoor Road. And then, through Solway -- Bankton's what they called it back in those days. I had an uncle lived down in there. I remember chestnut trees on the side of the road there, you know, back in the, that's how long ago it was, the chestnuts were still good there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, when you crossed the river at Edgemoor, was that old one-lane bridge still there?

MR. JACKSON: (laughs) Yes. I worked, came to work at X-10 there, in '44, and that was a (laughs) it was a thrill, to say the least, getting across that bridge back in those days. You could look down the plank, and see the, the river below there. You probably been through there and seen that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I can remember getting started to cross the bridge, and somebody else coming the other way, and somebody's got to give.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, one of you had to back up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, in the early says, when the Manhattan Project took that bridge over, it needed repair, obviously, it was just ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, it belonged to Anderson County, and they said, "We're not fixing it." So, they had to fix the bridge, because they wanted to use it, you know, But, even years later, that, that was a rickety bridge.

MR. JACKSON: You remind me of something there. That new bridge, where the new bridge is now? Well, back in the day, you know, it had to be maintained, and everything. Oak Ridge had their city limit sign on the, on the furthest point of the bridge over there, and it was a cross between Oak Ridge doing the repair, and Anderson County doing repair. Joe said, "It's your property. Your sign is over here." (laughs) So, so Oak Ridge had to do the repair, and whatever repairs needed to be done there, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We were talking about that bridge, and you may have heard this before, but way back in the day, they was going to have a vote about legalizing liquor in Oak Ridge, and the voting was going to be at Claxton Elementary School, over there. Day before the vote, the bridge was condemned (laughter) you know, you couldn't go across it. Well, some months it came out ...

MR. JACKSON: Some 'dry' people, up there did it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. It came up some time later, and the bridge wasn't closed, and they passed the vote, and they said, the most voters was from over here in Oak Ridge.

MR. JACKSON: Ok, was the pro there, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So, there's a lot of ...

MR. JACKSON: Then, also, now that we're talking about while ago, about that, that ferry down there, down on the [water], instead of using the Solway, the old, not the Solway Bridge now, but the old one. You remember it, also. It wasn't near as high as this one, but that's the way we'd come to my grandparents', you know, from Knoxville down here, part of the way. But Daddy liked to go down, and ride the ferry. I don't know if sometimes you'd get on that, and I didn't like that too much. Must've been a kid about six, nine-years-old, something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, they had, didn't they have a rope, or cable or something going across there?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, they had that, to keep it ... Yeah, best I remember, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Going down this way?  

MR. JACKSON:  But still ... (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: I know.
MR. JACKSON: How is that, if you're car's going to get away from you, that wasn't going to help you to, to my knowledge. It wouldn't, I'm thinking it wouldn't.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, there's quite a story about that old ferry that, that it sunk one time.

MR. JACKSON: It, didn't it come up where the, you know, where Scarboro School is? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Uh-huh.
MR. JACKSON: The road that goes over to the Center Park, over there? Wasn't that the road? I think, best I remember, that was the road that you ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: No.
MR. JACKSON: It went down that far, and came up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The ferry was right beside the old bridge. We've got some photographs of that

MR. JACKSON: Have you?

MR. HUNNICUTT: It went right down the bank ...

MR. JACKSON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and across, right beside it, and ...
MR. JACKSON: OK.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... a little story about that was that the ferry sunk, and the guy that ran the ferry was in prison for killing somebody. Well, Knox County said, "We're not going to raise it." And Anderson County said, "We're not going to raise it." And they had a big tussle about it, and, finally, they got it up, and got it running, because there was no bridge at that time. But, there's always some kind of story ...
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... about something that goes on around here, isn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Whether it's false or ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. JACKSON: It gets better as it gets told, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you remember about this area before Oak Ridge, when you came here?

MR. JACKSON: I remember, I would get to come out, and stay during the summer months, you know, when you'd be out of school, and everything. And my, one story is, they, we had a rolling store. It came down that road there, you know, and you, you could swap produce for other stuff, you know, flour, and stuff like that, you could, salt, and stuff like that. We'd, my uncle and I, who is a year older than I am, we would go out and, all the chickens that my grandma had wouldn't lay in the henhouse, you know. They'd go out, and they wanted to go out there, and have their nest out there, you know, and hatch their chickens off out that way. So, we would have to go out, and hunt those eggs around. Well, we'd pocket some of those, and we went to, the rolling store came by, we would swap that for candy. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was that ... ?
MR. JACKSON: I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How was that rolling store made? What was ... ?

MR. JACKSON: It was a big bus-looking thing, you know, had shelves in it, and stuff that ... They'd, he'd take chickens, and eggs, and, you know, produce that people'd have, like that, to swap. I'll say, he'd probably, that probably get, yeah, cash, also. I don't know, but, seem like what we did was swapping stuff there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how long, during the summer, did you stay at your grandmother's?

MR. JACKSON: Oh, two or three weeks at a time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have to do chores?

MR. JACKSON: (laughs) On the farm, there's chores. If you're going to eat, there's chores.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, what type of farming did they do? What'd they have?
MR. JACKSON: They raised beans, corn, you know, [inaudible] of stuff. And then, the peaches, they canned. My grandma would can peaches there, and beans, and corn, and whatever, produce that ... Then, that pot, that sweet potato patch I was talking about that was over there on the road, that was the cash crop for him. He ... They would ... He was a crippled fellow. He got hit by a baseball when he was a kid and, back in those days, they didn't have the facilities that we have now, of course, and he would, and he, what he did is, he walked with a cane the rest of his life. He did farming, and also, for supplementary income, and everything, he would go around the neighborhoods, and pick up produce from people. Then he would, but he would do that with a little wagon, horse and wagon, and, come in, he had a big one. He called that little one “a hack”. Then, he'd have a big wagon, where he'd put his produce, and take it to Knoxville. He would, it would be a two day trip. He would stay at the, what's that campground? Ball Campground, out there on, at the, almost on the county, just inside Knox County line, up there on that road, on the old Clinton Highway. He would stay there overnight and go in, sell his produce, and come back, and stay there the next night, and come on back home, then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did he go uptown where the Farmer's Market ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in Market Square? Is that where he did his business?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, that was quite an ordeal, to go that distance, in those days, wasn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah, yeah ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: You mentioned a peach orchard, let's describe where that was exactly. Lot of people don't remember the helicopter port.

MR. JACKSON: You remember where the old Administration Building is, back before AEC [Atomic Energy Commission], and all that stuff. It's right across the road from that. I don't know how, I can't remember what was back ... I don't think there was anything back there then, just farmland. And just, probably, a fence boundary there, or something. I don't know what it was, but I can't remember that. But, the peach orchard wasn't very big. It was only about 50 trees, or something like that, I guess. I don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's pretty good size.

MR. JACKSON: But, but he would, and he would sell some of those, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did he have to do anything to, to the peaches. Does he have to spray them, or do you remember?

MR. JACKSON: I have no idea, probably. I don't know back in those days, probably not, I don't think so. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe your, the farmhouse that your grandparents lived in.

MR. JACKSON: I have seen that over, if you've been over in Cades, not Cades Cove, over in, oh, Smokemont area. Over there in the Smokies, you know, where they have that village over there, and where they have old farmhouses in there. It was strange, the, the kitchen, you had a, you had a, a porch-like thing, covered thing, and you had the smokehouse next to there, and your living quarters was in the front of it them. But the kitchen, you had to go outside, and back in the kitchen there, back there. The kitchen, big room that was the dining room, and kitchen, both, you know, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You think they built that in case the kitchen caught on fire, it wouldn't ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... something to do with the house.
MR. JACKSON: That's, that was the deal, yeah, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that's ...
MR. JACKSON: And, I think he built that house. He, he built houses, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, I guess it was a thrill for you to go, and spend time with them, in the summer?

MR. JACKSON: Oh, yes, I looked forward to that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, did your uncle, was he, did he come the same time you did? Or, the one you referred to earlier.

MR. JACKSON: He's a year older than me, yeah. Yeah, he, he was there. My, and, of course, he was, I guess, he was ... My grandma was about 40-something when he was born, I guess. I don't know, because he was the youngest, of course. He had, I think, there was eight in the family.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, what did boys wear back in those days, during the summer?

MR. JACKSON: Overalls. I mean, with the bibs, and so forth. Had town boys that would wear, you know, britches like faded blue jeans, or something like that, the old stuff like that. But most of them in the, out in the country, like, we wore overalls there, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did he wear a shirt under ...

MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... under the overalls?
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did he chew tobacco?
MR. JACKSON: No. He didn't chew. He smoked, but, there's one or two of his uncles did, though. They smoked, chewed tobacco, and drank moonshine (laughs) whatever.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was the thing to do in those days, I guess. Tell me about your school history. Where did you first attend school?

MR. JACKSON: McCampbell. It's on Emoriland, that Emoriland Boulevard, over there in, it's North Knox. Well, it's, it's where the city limits were. We lived about quarter mile from the city limits, at that time. Of course, they got to have Fountain City in the city now, and everything, but it was inside there. We'd walk over there, go down Powers Street. That was, that was one through six, there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And was that, was each grade separated?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, it was pretty good-sized schoolhouse?

MR. JACKSON: Mmm-hmm, well, it was, I think, it was about seven rooms, or something like that. Had a cafeteria.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you mention North Knoxville, kind of, give me a landmark of North Knoxville. What's there today?
MR. JACKSON: Well ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is Fountain City considered, about, North Knoxville?
MR. JACKSON: I, it is, now, isn't it? I think it is, now. It's, it's incorporated in Knoxville, but there was a city line, the, was about, let me think of what's something there now. Well, you know that, the, since then, I think, they have a Wal-Mart, course, they have a Wal-Mart everywhere, but, it was in that area. You know where the, you know where the golf course is, Whittle's golf course?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. JACKSON: All right, it's back toward town from there, toward the center of town from there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, that was the city limits then?

MR. JACKSON: They had, the golf course was inside the city at that time, I think, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the duck pond out in Fountain City ...

MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in your day? 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's about all I know about Fountain City.

MR. JACKSON: It, it went through, it went through ... Let it, people just let it go to, you know, go to ruin, I guess. Then, they've, I noticed in the paper the other day where they've, they really, you know, renovated it, and made it nice looking. But, it was a landmark. It was a, a spring in back of that, back in the old days, too. I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That fed the pond?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, fed the pond.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you like ...
MR. JACKSON: And Central High School sat up on the hill from it there. You know where Central High School is now? It was sat up on the hill, up there, from then, back in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Different from where it is now?
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I didn't know that. Did you like school?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah. Didn't have to do chores in school. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about when you got home?

MR. JACKSON: Well, catch up then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what type of chores did you have to do, when you lived at home?

MR. JACKSON: We were inside a city, Don, and there was, it was farmland, where we lived, and we had a cow. I milked the cow. We had a hog, that we kept down under the hill, over there, so that… See the westward winds would all go that way, so that smell of that hog pen would go that way. We had chickens. We had a garden, pretty good sized-garden and everything. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me ...
MR. JACKSON: And you didn't have these fast, I mean, this frozen food stuff, back in those days. You would put it in Mason Jars.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Canned a lot, didn't you?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about refrigeration, what'd you have for that?

MR. JACKSON: We had an ice box, and you had BT Ice Company. You'd put up on your post there, it was what? It was 25, 50, 75, and 100 pounds. You put, you put the, you know, if you wanted 50 pound, you put the 50 up, for 25 you'd put the 25, like that. He'd come and put it in your freezer, put it in your ice box for you and everything.
MR. HUNNICUTT: That's block ice?
MR. JACKSON: Block ice, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me how you were taught how to milk a cow.

MR. JACKSON: Just like this.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any trouble learning that technique?

MR. JACKSON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What age did you start milking cows?

MR. JACKSON: I don't know, about eight or nine, I guess, or earlier, I don't know. We had one cow that, Mother would milk part of it, she'd milk two of them, and I'd milk the other side. I guess, that's where I got started. But that was one of my chores.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else did you have to do?
MR. JACKSON: Getting coal and kindling in. Feeding the chickens. Whatever. I was the oldest in the family. My brother and sister got by easy (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what do you feed chickens?

MR. JACKSON: Whatever you can get. Back in those days, back in the '30s, a buck was a buck. You made them go as long as you could. I remember, we would feed, you'd get corn, feed them corn, feed them ... scraps off the table. What you didn't feed to the hogs, you'd feed to the chickens, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is it true hogs won't eat cucumbers?
MR. JACKSON: I have put, I have seen cucumbers in the hog, you know, the trough of the hog pen there many times, and they won't eat cucumbers. They won't eat the peelings, anyway.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that about all they won't eat, but they'll eat anything else.

MR. JACKSON: They eat anything but that. They cleaned everything else out, and looked up for more. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: After you got out of elementary school, where did you attend high school?

MR. JACKSON: I went to a junior high school. We call it middle school, it was a junior high school then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's right.

MR. JACKSON: At Christenberry. And it's, it was opened in 1936, and I went there in '37. It was down on, not Edgemoor, but I can't remember the ... It was, you know where St. Mary's is, it's down ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Hospital?
MR. JACKSON: ... down, yeah, at the hospital there. It's, it's north of there, down, down, down the ridge there from that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was Fulton High School where it is now?

MR. JACKSON: No, no ... No, it wasn't even thought of. In fact, there were five schools in Knoxville then. Knoxville High School, in the Knoxville area: Knoxville High School, Central High School, Young, Stair Tech, and Rule were the high schools. You know, you know where, as you go in from Central Avenue, there, Vermont is up on the hill there, and Rule was up on that, Rule High School was up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was, where was Young? Was that off of Chapman Highway?

MR. JACKSON: That was, it was a Knox, South Knoxville type, yeah, over that direction. I don't know exactly where it was, but, I think, it was across the river.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's not there anymore, is it?

MR. JACKSON: I don't think, no, no, it's ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Rule's gone, too, I believe, isn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Rule's probably gone, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know about Christenberry. I remember, in junior high, we used to play them in basketball.

MR. JACKSON: No, I was, I went over to see a friend in St. Mary's. And while I was in that end of town, where I grew up, I thought I'd go out and see, you know, see what stuff was like out there. I went by the Christenberry school there, and they were having a grammar school there then, I think it was. That's been four or five years ago.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: And, Don, have you ever, you ever been back ... ? Well, you grew up in Oak Ridge, didn't you? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. JACKSON: Well, I grew up over there, and I went back to where I grew up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's different, isn't it?

MR. JACKSON: It ain't there no more. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Well, there's things in Oak Ridge that's not here anymore either.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, I hear you. Yeah, it's changed a lot, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, and it's changing.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But, that's the way life is. It progresses. Well, after junior high, what was the high school you attended?

MR. JACKSON: Knoxville High.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where was it located?

MR. JACKSON: That's on, it was on the corner of Fifth Avenue, and Fourth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, did they have that statue out front when you attended?
MR. JACKSON: Yes, sir.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the year that somebody poured paint over the statue, many years ago?

MR. JACKSON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I remember driving by there as a, with my parents, and they had done that, and I thought that was the awfulest thing to do.

MR. JACKSON: Terrible. Disgrace, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they got it cleaned up, but ...
MR. JACKSON: They didn't do that in my, when I was growing up. People were more patriotic, then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That, that school is, how many floors do you remember ...

MR. JACKSON: Three.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... being at that school?

MR. JACKSON: They had, they had an attic where we, it was, they had ROTC [Reserve Officers Training Corps]. They had a rifle range up in the attic, there, where we'd get ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, really?

MR. JACKSON: ... we were shooting up there. Yeah. Of course, we had, these Springfields were .22 calibre.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was it mandatory for a boy to attend ROTC?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is that program?

MR. JACKSON: Reserve Officers Training school. ROTC. Reserve Officers Training School is the, what it is.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, essentially, if you graduated from high school, and you were in that program, what was the next step?

MR. JACKSON: UT [University of Tennessee] had it, also, I believe, in those days. Or one of the schools had it, also. But, I think, to get a commission, when you graduated from UT, I think, you had a, you attended lieutenant's commission. But out of high school, it just helped you to, you know, the next, take the next step, doing everything, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, what did you do after you graduated from high school? And what year did you graduate?

MR. JACKSON: '42. I went to work, I caddied out there at Whittle's, on the golf course, there. I caddied for the chief engineer over at Dempster Brothers. He told me to come by, when I got through school, to come over, he'd give me a job. So, I went over there, had a, had a illness there for, I got sunstroke, or something, out there at Whittle, caddying, and I got over there about August, and they said that job was finished. That was a drawing, drafting job he was going to give me. So, I went to the shop, went down in the machine shop, and went to work. I had the craziest hours. I went to work at five at night, and got off at four in the morning. This was during the war, you know, during the war.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what'd they make?
MR. JACKSON: They didn't, mainly they made pontoons, you know, the pontoons they use to make the bridges with in the war? They made those. That's one of the things they made for the war effort.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, later, they made dumpsters, didn't they?

MR. JACKSON: Oh, they made dumpsters in the beginning.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Still making it then?
MR. JACKSON: The Dempster. The dumpsters are similar that, and then, they, it was easy for them to transfer over to the, to the pontoons, because of the way the dumpsters were made.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what was your job duty?

MR. JACKSON: I had a job running the radial drill press. And, what I did, I'd stack, I don't know, as many as I could get the drill through -- it was about two and a quarter-inch drill, best I remember -- that you could drill a hole in it, you know. You'd drill, stack them up, and drill them all at once, you know. You've done that I'm sure. And, that's what I did there. It was interesting. There was a lot of guys over there, getting out of the war, you know. We had all kinds of people there. I remember a rubber guy. I mean, he could put, put his arms ... I tell you, he could walk down this way, walk ... We saw, over at Dollywood the other day, this guy was doing the same thing. I told a lady I was with there, that that's, I saw that 40 year, 100 years ago, just about. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Call them double-jointed people.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah. I mean, it was, and it was interesting to see the people that come in there. Same thing when I worked at Rohm and Haas. People there was getting out of the war, you know. They come in, you'd have all kinds of people over there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did Rohm and Haas do during the war?

MR. JACKSON: They made plastics. They, you know the, the planes that had the bubbles? Some of the planes, the war planes, had bubbles on them? They made the plastic that made that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: For the windshields.
MR. JACKSON: And they're still in business over there, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.

MR. JACKSON: We would have, that's where I met my wife, you know, she was working over there. But we, we would have anywhere from a 16th thick sheet, to about a 3-inch sheet. They made molds to do that with, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was, was those hot pressed? Did they heat the plastics?
MR. JACKSON: Yes, it was, yeah, they would put them in there, and put them in the oven, and bake them, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How long did you work there? Was that your last job before coming to Oak Ridge?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How long did you work there?
MR. JACKSON: I was there about nine months.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And why did you come to Oak Ridge?
MR. JACKSON: Well, it's ... I had volunteered to get in the service. Everybody, you know, there was about 16 guys in my neighborhood, and I was the only one who wasn't in the service. I didn't get to go to the service, and I volunteered, early, to go. I turned up with high blood. That, that sunstroke I had gave me a high blood pressure. And so, I was 4F. And, I thought, I wanted to go do something for the war effort. So they said Oak Ridge was a bomb factory, I thought that's, that's pretty dangerous out there. I'll go out there, and go to work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they actually say 'bomb factory'?

MR. JACKSON: They ... In Knoxville they called it, if they was around, they called it “the bomb factory,” yeah, back in the days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what year was that?
MR. JACKSON: That was in '40 ... I went to work out there in '44, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where was your first employment out here?
MR. JACKSON: Out there? X-10.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what did you do?

MR. JACKSON: I was, went in as a 'prentice in the, in the machine shop, 'prentice there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how long did you work at X-10?
MR. JACKSON: I worked there 41 years, plus.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In machining?
MR. JACKSON: No, I was in ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: No?
MR. JACKSON: I was in, started out in machining, machinist. Then, I went to engineering, and drafting, then went to supervision for last 17 years, I guess, or more.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you in super, in, still in machining ...
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... doing your supervisors' work? How did you get to work each day?

MR. JACKSON: In Knoxville, we didn't move to Oak Ridge 'til '47, so I rode the bus to Knoxville, local transit lines. That was an adventure, too. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember when you went to get hired in out here, and got a badge, and all that, where you went?

MR. JACKSON: That was in Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.

MR. JACKSON: The employment office was in Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was it in Knoxville?

MR. JACKSON: Down in the middle of town. I can't remember. I remember about where it was, but I don't remember exactly what the name of the… I'm sure it's been, you know, done away with, whatever, and everything, but that, that was where the employment office was for X-10. Maybe other things, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what kind of orientation they gave you, before you went out, came out here?

MR. JACKSON: No. All I remember, you, you didn't, you were told not to say anything about your job. You were, you couldn't say anything about your job, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you find that odd, or, did you pay any attention?

MR. JACKSON: I just took it as a way of, way of life. I mean, it's, it's for the war. I mean, to win the war, you don't talk about it, and everything, so ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever overhear anybody talk about the job, or anything that they shouldn't be talking about?

MR. JACKSON: Not too much, no.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pretty much secret, then.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, I tell you, definitely, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you lived at home and came out here to work, did, but you did say y'all moved here in '47?

MR. JACKSON: We, we ... When we got married in '44, we lived in an apartment, in Knoxville, close to where my parents lived. We, I'd catch the bus down there, and come through Fountain City, and down through Edgemoor. And, I tell you what, you didn't want to forget your badge, in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Why not?
MR. JACKSON: I remember, you remember where the station was there, at the Edgemoor Bridge? I've stayed there 'til two, 1:30 one ... I mean, not 1:30, 10:30 one day, to catch a shuttle in, all the way down there, because I'd forgotten my badge. (laughter) You don't want to forget that badge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, what is your wife's name?
MR. JACKSON: Her name, her maiden name, I mean, her name was Mary Elizabeth, she went with, "Betty," though.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And her maiden name?

MR. JACKSON: Maiden name was, Jarnigan.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you met each other at Rohm and Haas?

MR. JACKSON: At Rohm and Haas, Uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where did you get married?

MR. JACKSON: We went to Rossville, Georgia, and got married.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 'Member what year?
MR. JACKSON: '44. April the 27th, 1944.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you moved out here, in Oak Ridge, you and Betty ...

MR. JACKSON: Let's back up a little bit, there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.
MR. JACKSON: Gene Hicks. You know Gene? He and Jewel, went to Rossville, Georgia, and got married, and we were talking. They were married 50 plus years, and he said, "You know, those, [inaudible] don't work, don't you?" (laughs) But, they worked almost 70 years for us.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where'd you first live when you moved to Oak Ridge?

MR. JACKSON: 14, 124 Henley Road. Flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT: One-, two-, or three-bedroom?
MR. JACKSON: One.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Kind of, describe the inside of it.

MR. JACKSON: It was compact. (laughs) Everything you need, the bedroom and the, and the ... We had the ... And it cost $20, what was it, $29, $29, $29.95, or something like, $29.75, or something like that, a month. Then, we bought the, bought the furniture, and it went down to $19.05. (laughter) Man, it'd break you up, boy. Housing break you up, back in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where is that road off of? What's that, what is that road back there?

MR. JACKSON: What's that road that goes by the church up there, above, up beside the church?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Hillside?
MR. JACKSON: Hillside. Hillside, and the other one that goes up the hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Highland.
MR. JACKSON: Highland, Highland. Hillside and Highland, it connected those.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How long did you live in the flattop?

MR. JACKSON: Moved there in '47, and we moved to New York Avenue in '50.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you transported yourself each day to X-10, from that address, did you ride the bus?

MR. JACKSON: We rode those red buses.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you say, "we," did Betty work as well?
MR. JACKSON: No, no, no, no. The people that ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, ok.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah. Most people. Back in those days, you didn't have, you didn't have ... I didn't get a, I didn't get an automobile 'til 1949, because you couldn't buy them. They weren't making them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, if you did, the tires was rationed, and everything. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah, oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember seeing my daddy put patches inside the tires, so he could get to work.

MR. JACKSON: Absolutely, absolutely.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Did Betty work, I mean, when you were married?

MR. JACKSON: She worked when we, at Rohm and Haas, but after we moved out here, she didn't go to work. In fact -- I don't know whether I can say this or not -- but we were married May the 27th, 1944, and our son was born May the 5th, 1945, so she, she was a mama right away, almost.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, well, that's ok.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. What's your son's name?

MR. JACKSON: Gary.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is this your only son, do you have more?
MR. JACKSON: It's the only child we had, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is he in the area now?
MR. JACKSON: He was in Brentwood area, in the Nashville area, in business down there. He, he has Parkinson's now, and he had to give up his business. He moved, they moved down near my granddaughter, in Trussville, Alabama, couple of years ago, They're down there now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How many grandchildren do you all have?

MR. JACKSON: Have two grandchildren, and eight, eight great-grandchildren.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wow. Ok, let's get back to Oak Ridge in the early days: Where did Betty go do her grocery shopping?

MR. JACKSON: Tulip Town, where we're, where we are right now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's here in Grove Center. What do you remember about Tulip Town Market?

MR. JACKSON: Had everything you need there. We would, and we'd carry our groceries home, you know, we didn't have a car, or anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That’s a pretty good little walk up the hill, up there.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, pretty much.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you all were young.
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Everybody was young.

MR. JACKSON: Everybody, yeah, that's right, you got that right. Old, then, was 35. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Most people, then, were right out of high school and ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in their early 20s, wasn't they?

MR. JACKSON: And the, and the ... Well, you know this already, already, but it was interesting to me that, I have a picture there that shows the, the fellows with their Army uniforms on, worked in [inaudible] department back in those days. They were drafted, and sent here, you know, during those times, you know all about those things, and everything. But I thought that was real interesting. And some of them married local girls. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. 

MR. JACKSON: And there was one I went, and played golf with, out at the Country Club. He married a lady out there, and they live on her, what was used to be her farm, her daddy's farm out there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, when, when you moved back to Oak Ridge, did you ever go back down to where your grand parents' farm was?

MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was there ... 

MR. JACKSON: Nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... when you went back?

MR. JACKSON: Nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Torn down the house, and everything?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the riding stable that was on that road, right up the road that, that, well, it was put in during the Manhattan Project. Do you remember a riding stable, and later being a dog pound?

MR. JACKSON: I remember a dog pound. Yeah. Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, so that, that was pretty close to your grandpa's property, up in there.

MR. JACKSON: Could've been.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's right there at the, sort of, end that was where that assisted living is now. So, what did you and Betty do for recreation, when you first came to Oak Ridge?

MR. JACKSON: Back in those days, they, that's one thing they provided for you, recreational facilities. You know, we had bowling alleys. We called them allies, back in those days. We had Town Site, Jefferson, and the Grove, at Grove Center, there. And then, we had the Midtown. You remember the Midtown over there. We bowled, both of us bowled. Then, they'd have softball. They had softball fields everywhere. The ladies would have leagues, I mean, softball teams, and she played softball, and we bowled.

MR. HUNNICUTT: On your grandpa's farm, where that heliport used to be, was a ball field, at one time.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, right on in ...

MR. JACKSON:  I played softball right there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... that cedar area, there was another ball field, where they have that little Frisbee golf thing. You're right. If you look in the 1945, or later, map, you'll see ball fields scattered everywhere.

MR. JACKSON: Everywhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Even up on the Turnpike, up here, there's one or so.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah. The one at the east end of town, Milt Dickens park over there, that was a good ball field, softball field.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, well, that gave everybody something to do besides work.

MR. JACKSON: That's right. And, that was before TV. We'd have teams come in from out of town, travelling teams, you know, softball teams, and we'd have the All Stars play them, you know, and everything. The stands would be full of people, you know, watching those games.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, I can imagine how they got in through the gates, back in those days. I bet that was a chore, wasn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember, going in and out the gates, when you left the area?

MR. JACKSON: It's routine, just show your badge, and go.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If you had a car, I guess, they'd search the car, wouldn't they?

MR. JACKSON: I don't remember being searched. Never was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, where did you live after the, the flattop?

MR. JACKSON: On New York. I think it was 103. The second dwelling on the left, going up, you know. Right, right across the street from Nesper.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what type of a house is that?

MR. JACKSON: It was a cemesto, it was two-bedroom. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type heating was in that house in those days?

MR. JACKSON: A furnace, a blow-up furnace.

MR. HUNNICUTT: A "blow-up" furnace? 

MR. JACKSON: (laughs) You ever, you ever live in those things, and have them, have them blow up on you.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No.
MR. JACKSON: Man, you talk about soot all over the house. It'd blow up every once in a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They were coal fired?

MR. JACKSON: Coal fired, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, where did, where did you get the coal?

MR. JACKSON: They furnished the coal. I think, in the beginning, on New York -- on Henley Road, the coal was furnished. Everything was furnished. You paid $29, whatever it was, a month. Everything was furnished then, utilities, everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have a coal box out by the street?

MR. JACKSON: Coal box, yeah. Coal box, they filled up, out there at the street, there. But the coal box on the, on New York, though, was on the back of the house, some way or another.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was inside the house.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, probably ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It had a coal bin. 

MR. JACKSON: ... yeah, going inside there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And the door back there, by the back door, and you open it up.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, and you just reached, you know, could get your, made it more convenient to get your ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when it, when it "blew up" what happened?
MR. JACKSON: You cleaned it up. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What caused it to blow up?
MR. JACKSON: I guess it'd get gas in there, it'd build up gas, you know. Then, that gas would, pfft, ignite, and there she'd go.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I can remember, as a child, my mother scrubbing the walls with Spic 'N Span, because of the coal dust on the walls.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was a yearly thing.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah. And, and the haze, you know, during the wintertime. You talk about, we couldn't do it today, too much government control on stuff. You couldn't, you couldn't have ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, the haze in the atmosphere?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, the haze in the atmosphere. Smog, whatever.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, everything here was coal fired, except a few places was oil fired. So, other than bowling, and what else did y'all do for recreation? Did you go to the movies?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah. We had, what was it, three movies. We had ... no, we had four movies, I guess it was. Center, Ridge, Grove, and you had -- well you had five, I guess. You had one at Jefferson, and one in, in Midtown, too..

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you mentioned Town Site, which we call Jackson Square today. But in the early days, that was Town Site, wasn't it?

MR. JACKSON: That's right. Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you go up there very much?

MR. JACKSON: Well, your ... your stores, I don't know whether Loveman's was one of them. Miller's, seem like Miller's had a store up there, back in the day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was before Loveman's.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah. We'd go up there, you know, for stuff like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was the main, I guess, shopping area, for the, or the first one, anyway. But, this Grove area had quite a bit of stores and shopping here, as well.

MR. JACKSON: Which one, the Grove?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Here in the Grove. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, but they was scattered all over the ...

MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... site, for the people.
MR. JACKSON: That was great planning, wasn't it?

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was.
MR. JACKSON: Each section of town would have what, what you needed. You didn't have to travel very much.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, I read somewhere, the other day, where they gave General Groves credit for laying out the city. He didn't lay out the city. Merrill, Owens, Merrill and ... Oh, what's the contractors? They did. Skidmore.

MR. JACKSON: Skidmore, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Skidmore, Owens and Merrill, I believe, it was.

MR. JACKSON: Owens and Skidmore.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. They, they laid out the, the city and all that, which, you know, you look at this land ...

MR. JACKSON: Absolutely fabulous.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It is. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And the ingenious way they named the streets, and how they went about doing it. 

MR. JACKSON: You know, but it’s very simple.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Before they added all these streets, if New York and Nesper was off of New York, you knew the ends was off that.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible] off of Utah. Ulysses's off of Utah, and so forth. It was pretty easy to navigate. Now, we got… You can't figure out where they are unless you've been here a long time. So, tell me about your wife, Betty, her golfing career. I know she was quite a golfer, back in the day.

MR. JACKSON: She was very good. She started out over at Melton Hill, and we lived in Clinton at the time. Some friends that we went to church with, in First Baptist over there, where she sang in the choir there, and they wanted her to start playing golf. So she went over there. The pro lined up about five or six ladies there, and showed them how to grip, and so forth, and the first ball she hit, she hooked it. And she was hooked. She won the Country Club, I guess, about eight or nine times, I guess it was. Then, she quit playing a while, then she started playing again, once more and she won the Knox area one time. She was the senior, senior champion one year, also. So, she was pretty good. I remember we were playing one time, and this couple ahead of us, the lady wasn't playing too good, she batting, you know, topping the ball, and stuff like that. Betty said, "If I get to hitting it like that, I'm going to quit." And she started shanking a little bit, you know, and she couldn't get over that, so she just about quit.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she ever think about doing that professionally, or was that an option.

MR. JACKSON: Oh, well, we didn't start playing golf, I was 42, and she was 39. So, that's too late to start. I remembered a guy that, when we started playing, at work, told me that, we talked about it, you know. He said, "You started too late in life to make, to do any good in it, so why don't you just be satisfied with bogey." You can't be satisfied with bogey, you know that, don't you?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, once you achieve that birdie sensation, you want some more of them.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, boy, the better you do, the better you want to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Absolutely.
MR. JACKSON: That's the way it was. But she ... she took to it. She was a very strong putter. I mean, if she missed a ball, a putt, Don, she would be three feet by it. Of course, she'd make it come back, then. And she could hit a long ball, too. She was only five-four. She hit a long ball, too. I measured one of them there at the Country Club, and it was 256 yards. I stepped it off.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what year was that, would you think?

MR. JACKSON: I guess, that might have been before we moved back to Oak Ridge. We moved back to Oak Ridge in '84. It might have been along in that time, I guess. She was still a young lady, about 50 years old, I guess, something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you remember some of the other ladies that was, that gave her competition?
MR. JACKSON: Most of them are already gone, now. So is she. One of her better friends was Jean Warner, and Betty Kwasnoski [sp?], Barbara Hart, you know, Jim ... or not Jim, Bob Hart, used to be over AEC. Barbara played, and, oh, the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she play in a lot of tournaments in Knoxville?

MR. JACKSON: She played all the way from Bristol to Nash ... Memphis. Whatever the state, and sometimes she played in the Southern tournaments, stuff like that. They had a ball. They were, they were a close-knit group, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If you won, like, the state tournament, what was the prize?

MR. JACKSON: They give bowls, and stuff like that. She's got, I've still got a lot of silver around the house, where she won trophies like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, there was no money involved.

MR. JACKSON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Because it was from an amateur status.

MR. JACKSON: No. It was mostly, and any more, I've played, you probably have, too, played tournaments where you got cash for it. But most of them, now, it's, I haven't played any tournaments in a long, long time, but the ones I did play, last I played with was, it was trophies, I mean, you know, not money.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you recall, when you belonged to the Country Club, what it, what the fee was to belong?

MR. JACKSON: I knew Dave Clark, he was the president at the time. He was president twice, I think. We'd played softball together, and different things like that, and then, well, so, when he, we ... There was these, the two ladies that sang in the choir, belonged to the Country Club. They talked us, wanted Betty to get, get us down there with them, and everything, and it was, we paid $90. That was initiation, had a deal going on, and it was $90, that gives us three months dues too, and the dues a month were $30. When we discontinued there, when she quit, didn't want to play golf any more, I dropped out. I didn't think it was fair for the budget for me to play golf there and pay $256 a month. We had a cart, you know, and cost you, trailer cart on the cart and everything, dropped that. So it went from $30 to $200 and around $250, I guess. I don't know what it is around now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't either. It's high. What do you see different now, in golf, than what you, and your wife, did when you were playing? What do you see the big difference?

MR. JACKSON: It costs more, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, I mean, I guess, other than that, clubs, and things of that nature.

MR. JACKSON: Oh, the clubs've, they're tremendously more. I mean, these, these clubs are, almost hit theirself, anymore.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They're less forgiving?
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But, but for a lady to hit a golf ball that far, that was, that was even phenomenal for a man to hit a ball that far, in those days, wasn't it? Golfing equipment wasn't as good as it is today. Now, you mentioned, you played softball. Did you play for any particular team, or ... ?

MR. JACKSON: Played for the Lab some. Then, I played, we had plant leagues, you know, back in those days, and I played a couple of teams there. Played for the Lab, sometimes. I remember going to, took a trip to Birmingham. Al Sabo was our recreation director, out there at X-10, and ORNL, at that time. He was, played football at Alabama, so he got us a game down there, so we went down there, and played.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was that fast-pitch softball?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What position did you play?
MR. JACKSON: Played third.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I wonder why boys won't play fast-pitch softball today.

MR. JACKSON: I don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Girls will, in high school, you know. And even, I’ve got a granddaughter that started, and they're playing fast-pitch. I don't understand why boys won't play it.

MR. JACKSON: I umpired. I was, I guess, I started umpiring when I was about 39-years-old. I wanted to buy me an outboard motor. I didn't want to hit the family budget with it, so I started umpiring. I umpired for several years, and umpired slow-pitch, and that was, it wasn't the same game. But, but those guys, guys that play that slow-pitch, they're big, they're fast, and they're strong, buddy. They hit, a lot of home runs are hit with those things. But back in, back in those days, Don, that fast-pitch game, it was the game to play, I mean, you know, everybody played. It was a big recreational thing. You either, you were either playing a game, or you were watching a game, or something like that, back in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I went many a time to the ball park to watch my daddy play.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. And the, you know, guard department had them, every plant had teams, and played each, in leagues.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ball fields were full ...
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... about every night. But, talking about slow-pitch, it's changed a lot, in the rules.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, whatever.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And ... But, anyway.
MR. JACKSON: I was, I was fairly fast. I could steal. That, the fast-pitch suited me lot better than the slow-pitch did, you know. Power is the thing on the slow-pitch.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. You mentioned being an umpire. How did you go about doing that?

MR. JACKSON: I just, you interviewed Peggy. Her husband was the chief umpire, at that time. Milt Dickens, the one, the one the park's named for. He was the chief umpire, and I just told him I'd like to umpire. He showed us how to, you know, because, the umpires, I watch it now, since I've umpired, but umpires have a certain position to be on that field. You have to be there, you know, to make the right calls, so, I enjoyed that, too. It's ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember rationing stamps?
MR. JACKSON: (laughs) Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about them.
MR. JACKSON: I didn't do the buying, so, they were, that wasn't my thing, too much. But you had to have, you could, you could save up your stamps, I know, and get a little bit better, I mean, more stuff that way, but, meat was rationed. Meatless Tuesdays, and stuff like that, you know, you had. A lot of, a lot of stuff was rationed. You mentioned tires while ago, you had to have some pull to get some tires, back in those days. If you had a car, to get, to put rubber on it, you had to, you had to have some pull. Somebody had to know somebody to get the tires for them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you and Betty came to Oak Ridge, were the streets paved?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you didn't encounter much mud?
MR. JACKSON: I think, most of them were paved, yeah. This was in, what'd I say, '47. We moved over here in '47.Of course, there were the days, earlier than that, they weren't though.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember the ...
MR. JACKSON: And you had boardwalk sidewalks.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember the Y-12 whistle?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, you could hear that bugger.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about when they blew that. Do you remember when they blew it?

MR. JACKSON: It was at 12 wasn't it? About every day at 12.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Every shift change, I think, wasn't it?
MR. JACKSON: I remember at 12 o'clock. That's changed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And New Year's, they'd blow it.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, you knew exactly about what time it was, by when that whistle would go off. Were you in, living in Oak Ridge when they put in the Civil Defense, and had all the air raid sirens, and they'd blow those occasionally?
MR. JACKSON: I, I don't know. We moved, we moved to Clinton in '55, and then, moved back to Oak Ridge in '84, end of '84, so, if it was in that time period that we were there, I remember it. But ... I believe we were here when they opened the gates. We were living here when they opened the gates, of course.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, we was going to get to that.

MR. JACKSON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's good. Tell me what you remember about the gate opening?

MR. JACKSON: It was a big deal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you go? 

MR. JACKSON: It was uptown. You had the parade, and everything like that. It had movie stars, and I remember reading about, someone was wanting, Adolphe Menjou, was that his name?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.

MR. JACKSON: Wanted his autograph, but he wouldn't give it, so, he, they told him, "I won't see your movies again. I'll never go to a movie that you're in again." 

MR. HUNNICUTT: (laughs) You know ...
MR. JACKSON: Marie McDonald, she was a star. And Jack, what was his name? Jack? He was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bailey.
MR. JACKSON: Who?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bailey.
MR. JACKSON: Bailey, Bailey, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He was the M.C. for 'Queen for a Day.' Most all the women watched that, in those days, or, watched it, listened to the radio.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I always thought, "Boy I'd like for my mama to be 'Queen for a Day'," you know. (laughter) Yeah, that was quite a big, big ...
MR. JACKSON: That was a big deal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... big ordeal. You were up in the Town Site area ...
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... when you watched the parade? Did you go to the gate opening out at Elza?

MR. JACKSON: No, no.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or anything else, related to that? 

MR. JACKSON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever visit the museum, when it was down at Jefferson?

MR. JACKSON: I don't think so. I've been over there, where it is now once, or twice, I think, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, the museum opened the same weekend the gates did, to the public. You know, I remember Rod Cameron, the Western movie star, he was here.

MR. JACKSON: He spent a lot of time (laughter) at ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: At the CLU club, I understand.
MR. JACKSON: Yes, yeah. I don't know, I don't know whether he won or lost.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He lost.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Story goes, he lost a Rolex wrist watch in a poker game.

MR. JACKSON: I understand he was inebriated about all the time he was here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, a reliable source told me that when the parade started, over here at Middle Town, where the Civic Center is now, he showed up, and he had a bad hangover. (laughter) And, he got up on the horse, and almost fell off the other side, and had to push him back over. Reminded me of that old movie Lee Marvin was in, that him, and the horse both was drunk. (laughter) But, it was quite a story. And, he went on down the street, you know, all kind of bent over. But the photographs we've got, by the time he gets to, up around the Lafayette area, you know, he's vertical in the saddle. We were talking about different things. Did you have a telephone when you, and Betty, lived here in town?

MR. JACKSON: Mmm-hmm ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the telephone number?

MR. JACKSON: I remember the one in Clinton is 543254301. That's easy to remember. Back when we, back in those days, we had four digits.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You on a party line?

MR. JACKSON: Probably. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember, did you have milk delivered to the house, when you all lived here?

MR. JACKSON: I don't think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just bought everything at the grocery, and took it home with you.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember rolling stores, here in the town, as well? Do you remember those? Might have been after you moved out. You know, they had some in the '50s, but you, probably, had already gone. Did you have anybody visit you guys when you lived here?

MR. JACKSON: My parents came out, and visited us.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you had to get a pass for them. Do you remember what you had to do, to do all that?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, you had to go up, and apply for it, you know, and give your badge, and all that stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you go?

MR. JACKSON: Don, that's been 100 years ago. Seems like it was, it was in the town bus, around the bus terminal somewhere in there, I don't know. I can't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know either. I, I know one time ... 

MR. JACKSON: Maybe, it's through the plant where you worked, I don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, at one time, it was there in Town Hall, on Kentucky Avenue, I think, in that building there, but I'm not real sure. Out at Elza is, mainly, where most people came. They had a, like, a badge, and pass building out there, but, anyway.

MR. JACKSON: I remember, you mentioned Elza, I remember coming down to Elza one time, with my uncles, and, "Let's go down in the project." That's just what they called it, and everything. We came down the road from Clinton there, and we had, of course, we had to stop, we couldn't get through the gates down there. All you could see is dust flying back through there, and big tractors, stuff, you know, cutting stuff up, and everything. That was right in the really early days of the Ridge, at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember that stone house that's sitting out there now, when you look through the gate?

MR. JACKSON: I don't think, I don't remember seeing it back in those days. But, I did know who lived there back in the day. I've forgotten.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Rackley [sp?], I believe it was. I can't remember his first name. They had just put a roof on that house, when the project came in and, and took it away from them, and moved them. What irritated them, they just got moved from Norris, from the dam project, you know.

MR. JACKSON: Quite a few people ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and got located down here.
MR. JACKSON: ... settled here, and then, had to move out again.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Do you recall anything about your grandparents, when they had to leave their farm over on Emory Valley Road? Don't remember hearing anybody?

MR. JACKSON: I ... I think they didn't, they were very disappointed in what they got for it, and everything ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, that seemed to be ...
MR. JACKSON: As most people were.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, that seemed to be the case with everybody. Did you ever go to the Snow White Drive-in?

MR. JACKSON: Yes. Who hadn't? If you lived in Oak Ridge, back in those days, you went to Snow White Drive-In.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me where it was.

MR. JACKSON: Down on the Turnpike, out at the east end of town, wasn't it? Was that, wasn't that the Snow White? No, the Snow White was downtown, wasn't it?

MR. HUNNICUTT: I, I don't know what you're calling downtown. Tell me where you think it was.

MR. JACKSON: More in the center if, there was ... What was the one out on the east end? Was that the Dairy Queen?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, there was a ...
MR. JACKSON: The Dairy Queen out there?

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... Dairy Queen out there at one time, out there, you know.

MR. JACKSON: But the Snow White was, as long as I can ... and it wasn't the Snow White out there. Snow White was on down in the, more the center of town, than that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was right across from where the Chrysler dealership is today. Where the hospital sets, in that area.

MR. JACKSON: I thought it was that block east of there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No.
MR. JACKSON: Where the, the Gibson building is. West of there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, let me back that up. You're right in some, some respects. Where that, where the Honeybaked Ham ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:... and before that was Todd's Maytag, and before that was the Burger Chef. Well, after the Burger Chef ... Let's back on up. Where the, across from the Chrysler dealership, was the Snow White. Then, New York Cleaners was right next door then, if you go west, the dental building, you remember the dental building that set there, the dentist? Well, when hospital bought all that property, they had to move, and they moved down to the old Burger Chef, where the Honeybaked Ham place is. Then, they sold it, and a lady bought it, and didn't run it long, and it went out of business. So that's kind of where that was, and so forth. But, you mentioned the Dairy Queen, that was down on Turnpike.
MR. JACKSON: Oh, yeah, it was down on the east end of town.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they had three of them here.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. But, what other kind of recreation did you, now, you played softball, and you guys bowled, and golfed. What else?

MR. JACKSON: I started fishing, back in those days, too, after .... See, I started umpiring to get that ... I'd, I'd you know, go fishing, and we'd, you have to rent stuff, you know, so started, I umpired to get that. So we started fishing a lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you still living in Oak Ridge, then?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, where did you go fishing?
MR. JACKSON: We, mostly, to Loudon.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is the fishing not good on the Clinch River, out here?

MR. JACKSON: I never did fish the Clinch River, back in those days. Or I never did, never have, but my uncles did, though. They had seines out there. Those big old round things, traps, I guess you call them, yeah. And the fish'd go in there, and they would, it was commercial, too. They would do commercial that way.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember, right before they built the dam, you know, that was, kind of, narrow across in some places, and when Norris didn't generate, that water'd go down pretty shallow, didn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, had big old potholes, big, deep potholes in it, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what you remember about after you moved back to Oak Ridge, where did you live?

MR. JACKSON: Where did we move to?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.

MR. JACKSON: Well, we had property at Fairfield Glade, and I knew I was getting ready to retire, so, we debated on where we're going to move to Fairfield, or move down close to the golf course. Dave Clark was selling real estate at that time, and he talked to us about this place, where we are. We have a townhouse down, across from the golf course, there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, back in the early days, I was just thinking, did you use the, the dental, or the hospital, or anything like that, when, when you all lived here in town? Did you have to go to the hospital for any reason, or ... ?

MR. JACKSON: Back in, I don't know, I had an operation at the old hospital. You know where the old hospital, on the, on the road there. I remember that. It was a wooden construction, wooden construction job, yeah. Had everything you need in there, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was your son born in Oak Ridge?

MR. JACKSON: No, he was born in Knoxville. He was born before we moved to Oak Ridge

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Well, there was quite a medical staff, and dental, and everything, in those days.

MR. JACKSON: You were talking about Groves, while ago. First class, everything. They, if they -- Oak Ridge had priority, number one priority, on everything. Manpower, whatever type manpower they needed. Material, had first, I mean, they had number one priority, and he did that. He was a driver, evidently. I don't, I never did meet him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, Colonel Nichols doesn't get some of the credit for what he did, as well. I know Groves had a lot going on, but he had to have some people that helped him.

MR. JACKSON: That's ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Nichols was one of them.
MR. JACKSON: That's the, that's the proof of good leadership, get, get people working for you that knows their business.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, and, Nichols said a few words about him, but he said, he'd, he'd fight to work for him again. I won't mention what the words were that he said about him, but ...

MR. JACKSON: He probably was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, yeah ... well, what do you remember about early construction, throughout the town, when you first came here?

MR. JACKSON: Mostly construction, in '44, was finished, I guess. I don't remember a whole lot of construction, back in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the Turnpike a two-lane road, or do you remember it then?
MR. JACKSON: I think it's been two-lane, yeah. Not like it is now, of course, but it was two-lane, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But most people rode the buses, like you mentioned. Where ... ? Did you have a place out on the side of the street, that you could catch a bus, or how did you go about doing that?

MR. JACKSON: When we lived on Henley Road, of course, we'd, we'd go up to Highland, and catch the bus up there. It ran up Highland. Had certain routes. They didn't pick you up at your door. You had, you had certain stops, and you did that. Then, you'd get off there. Just stop there, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever encounter, or hear about, any FBI people here, undercover agents?

MR. JACKSON: You didn't know who FBI were, and who wasn't, you know but you just ... I mean, we had them, I know it. I suspected some people being FBI people, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, supposedly ...

MR. JACKSON: I mean, my, you know, my acquaintances.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Supposedly, they approached certain working people like you, and asked you to be a, I guess, you'd call it, undercover person ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... to tell them of people running their mouth when they shouldn't be, or talking about things.

MR. JACKSON: They probably did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: I never did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That would be kind of a, well, I guess, back in those days, it wouldn't be a hard thing to be doing. I mean ...

MR. JACKSON: No. If they'll, if they'd blab their mouth, they were enemy.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Which brings up, do you remember seeing all those billboards, and signs about ...

MR. JACKSON: "The slip of the lip will sink a ship," stuff like that?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, and, "Stay on the job," and ... Did they, do you recall them having any pep rallies for the workers about, you know, showing up on the job when you's supposed to, and so forth. Did they ever have that out where you worked?

MR. JACKSON: We had people out there from all over. Shipyards and all the way from Hawaii to New York, I guess, and Florida, shipyards, you know, the people come in from there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's, kind of, a unique thing about Oak Ridge, everybody blended together.

MR. JACKSON: Troops from everywhere, yeah, blended right together, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It didn't matter, you might be living next door to a scientist and ...

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... still, everybody blended together.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How do you ... ? 

MR. JACKSON: It was a very good place to live.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How do you see Oak Ridge today?

MR. JACKSON: It's not the same place, that's for sure. I liked, I was thinking coming up here, a while ago, I liked those gates out there. They give you a sense of security, or something or other, I don't know. Back in those days, we'd go to Knoxville, and not even close our door.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, you better ...
MR. JACKSON: Let alone lock it, you know. Let alone, close it, or lock it, and everything, we'd just go. You didn't have anything like that, back in those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, when they were thinking about opening the gates, they had a town meeting. The people that showed up, they voted, No, don't open the gates.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They didn't want it. They went ahead, and did it anyway. But, the security and, and to keep the riff-raff out.

MR. JACKSON: Right, absolutely.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: People pay big money to live in gated communities, anymore, you know. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: I was just, these poor old folks out here, were in a gated community that, that was bigger than any gated community anywhere, wasn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is there anything we hadn't talked about you'd like to talk about, or anything that comes to mind?

MR. JACKSON: I don't guess so. I'll probably think going home, but, too late then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's generally the thing.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: But it was a good place. You grew up here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. JACKSON: And, I've talked to you guys that grew up here, and I just envy you, having grown up in the atmosphere that you did, here in the Ridge, It had to be a great place to grow up. You could go out in the woods and play, whatever, you know, as long as you had your badge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, some of the, some of the guys that were older than I was, they actually went out, and would squirrel hunt, and rabbit hunt here within that project, you know. I was too young to do that, but the older ones ...

MR. JACKSON: I remember going out in the woods, back in the day, you know, you would, the old farm houses, and stuff, that was here before? They would have flowers, and stuff, there, in yards, and everything. You'd go out, and dig those up, transplant them in your own yard, and everything like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, there's certain places around town, one example is where McDonald's is, on the Turnpike up here. If you look east, there's a, kind of, a clump of tree area, right there. There was a house that set right in that area. If you look close enough, you can spot it, and then, if you look on the map, you can really tell, go back then, you can see where that, some of the houses were.

MR. JACKSON: I remember at Christmas time, we never bought our Christmas trees. We'd always take our hatchet, my son and I, take a hatchet, and go out in the woods, in Oak Ridge here somewhere, and cut a tree down somewhere, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, that, that was the tradition, wasn't it?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Oak Ridge was a unique place.
MR. JACKSON: Very, very so, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You can tell people about it, and they, kind of, look at you like, "Ah, you're just telling me something."

MR. JACKSON: I think the, the neighboring communities, towns, and stuff, were jealous of Oak Ridge because they did get priority stuff, you know, and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Plus, they didn't know what was going on out here. (laughter) When it came to sports, Oak Ridge, had such a powerful football team, because they brought people in here that had kids, and they played.

MR. JACKSON: Many a, many a boy got his daddy, his daddy got a job because he was a good football player.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, but Knox County, and everybody, hated Oak Ridge, because they'd had such a good football team, and that still happens today. I don't think, they, they kind of, like Oak Ridge sports, to some degree. Jim, it's been my pleasure to interview you.

MR. JACKSON: Thank you. I enjoyed it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And I've really… I always get something new out of these interviews that I never knew about before.

MR. JACKSON: I guess, people told you about the, we called them beer joints back in the day, out there at Elza. What was it the Full Moon, Half Moon, or something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The Blue Moon Cafe?

MR. JACKSON: Blue Moon, Blue Moon was that the Blue Moon? Yeah, knew it was moon.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, that was on the corner of what, Turnpike, and Administration Road, where the, you remember where the steam plant used to be, the coal fired, and Sexton Automotive is now. That was, where that was located, and that's where the first telephone for the Manhattan Project was set upstairs, until they got things organized. But there was another one out there by Elza, if you remember, if you look through the gate, on the right, there was a house, that set right there, and that was, oh, I can't remember the name of it. It was a supper club, I guess you'd call it, later became a beer joint, but I think it was a supper club in the early days. Edgewood Steakhouse, is what it was.

MR. JACKSON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. There's a lot of stories about people bringing liquor into Oak Ridge, back in the day, when it was illegal, and guns in the house, and so on.

MR. JACKSON: Someone was telling, was that you, or someone else, telling about the, they were going through the gate, and they took, it took, they let them have their car to go, and they came back and, asked, "Did you take my car through there?" And he had, he had beer, about four or five cases of beer, in the trunk of the thing. If they'd of opened his trunk up, and checked him, they might of taken his car, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, there was one lady told me that they put it in dirty diapers, in the back seat of the car, and they would never look in the dirty diapers. (laughter)

MR. JACKSON: I've heard that one, too, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. And out under, next to the, someplace, and hide it in the car, you know, different things, but, they would just confiscated it, they wouldn't do anything to anybody. Well, thanks, again, for your time, Jim.

MR. JACKSON: Thank you. My granddaughter especially, she appreciates that ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, yeah.

MR. JACKSON: She seems to love her granddaddy for some reason or other.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I can't imagine why.
MR. JACKSON: She's my little girl of the golden curl.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I got you.

MR. JACKSON: She, I taught her, I held out to be called granddaddy, and she was about so high, and she came through, "Granddaddily! Granddaddily!" My mother was still living then, she had her sandwich ready, she told Jennifer, go tell Granddaddy his sandwich is ready. "Grandaddily! Grandaddily!" That's the first time she said it. I could eat her with a spoon.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah, she's a, she's a jewel.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Grandchildren, you'll do more for grandchildren, than you did for your own children, won't you?

MR. JACKSON: Wait, you wait 'til you get grand, great-grandchildren.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. JACKSON: Yeah. It's the same, only more.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Well thanks again, Jim.

MR. JACKSON: All right.
[End of Interview]
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