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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is January 15, 2016. I'm Don Hunnicutt, in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Norma Alfred Idom’s oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Please state your full name before you were married, place of birth and date, please.
MRS. IDOM: Norma Earl Alford, place of birth, Scott County, Mississippi, July 7th, 1925.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was your father's name, place of birth and where was he born?

MRS. IDOM: Benjamin M. Alford, born in Scott County, Mississippi, in 1900.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your mother?

MRS. IDOM: (coughs) Clara Mapp, M-A-P-P. Born in Scott County, Mississippi, in 1904.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have brothers and sisters?

MRS. IDOM: One brother.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what's his name?

MRS. IDOM: Milton Alford.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where was he born?
MRS. IDOM: He was born in Rankin County, Mississippi.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the date?

MRS. IDOM: September the 2nd, 1929, I think, is the right date (laughs).

MR. HUNNICUTT: Give me your grandfather's name on your mother's side of the family.

MRS. IDOM: Marcus Mills Mapp, M-A-P-P, Mapp.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And do you recall where he was born and what date?

MRS. IDOM: He was born in Mississippi and in the 1880s. I'm not sure what month, I think it was February.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your grandmother on that side of the family?
MRS. IDOM: Her maiden name was Sessums.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Would you spell that?

MRS. IDOM: S-E-S-S-U-M-S. And she was born in the 1880s.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, on your mother's side of the family, your grandfather and grandmother on that side of the family.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, on my mother's side? That's who I was talking about.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, ok, all right, then, on your father's side.

MRS. IDOM: On my father's side was Allen Alford and he was born in Mississippi, the son of a Confederate veteran.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did your father do for a living when he was in Mississippi, when you were growing up?

MRS. IDOM: He was a school teacher some of the time. But then, when the Depression came along, there was no money to go to college, so he got out of the teaching profession and did ... did farming.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was your mother always a homemaker?
MRS. IDOM: When we were in Mississippi? She was a homemaker.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about your father's schooling?
MRS. IDOM: He did get some college. In fact, he was at a junior college when he and my mother married.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where did they get married?

MRS. IDOM: They got married in Newton County, Mississippi. They were both students at Clark Junior College.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you mentioned county, what town would that be close to?
MRS. IDOM: In Newton County, the town was Newton.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.
MRS. IDOM: In Scott County, the county seat was Forest.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In what part of the state is that?

MRS. IDOM: Right in the middle of the state from east to west and north to south. (laughs) Think of Interstate 20 these days, it cuts right through where our county is.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what your mother's school history might be?
MRS. IDOM: She was a high school graduate and because she wanted to go where my father was -- they were not married -- she went to ... to the junior college, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they both graduated from the, what was the name of the junior college? Do you recall?

MRS. IDOM: Clark Junior College. It may have just been Clark College at that time, but it was only a two-year college. She did not graduate from the college but my father did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, he did some teaching for a short time after he got out of junior college?

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, where did the family live, their first house, do you recall?
MRS. IDOM: I don't know where they lived then because they were moving. During the school year, they moved about from one school to another. Now the place that I, my first memory of living was in Rankin County, Rankin County, Mississippi.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what town's close to that?
MRS. IDOM: Well, it's 20 miles from every town. (laughs) Brandon, Mississippi and Borden, Mississippi, and Canton, Mississippi, and any way you go, it's 20 miles to a town.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of house do you recall that you lived in?
MRS. IDOM: A wood frame house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is it one that you could open the front door and look out the back door? What they used to call a shotgun house?

MRS. IDOM: Shotgun? No, it was more of a dogtrot. (laughs) You know about the dogtrot houses.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No.

MRS. IDOM: All right, you've got rooms on one side and rooms on the other with a big hall through the center. The reason it got called dogtrot was because the dogs knew that was the coolest place in the summertime, so that's where the dogs rested all day. It was a dogtrot house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How many bedrooms were in the house?

MRS. IDOM: The first one that I remember, there was probably only one bedroom. But then, when we got into the dogtrot house, there were four bedrooms up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Had an upstairs?

MRS. IDOM: No. Things were all on the same level.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about when you first started school? What was it like?

MRS. IDOM: Well, I remember that I was the oldest one because, in those days, most families started their children to school when they were five-years-old. My father, having been a school teacher, said, "No, that's too young." So I did not start to school until I had had my sixth birthday. Anyway, I don't know how many miles, and it seemed like a long way, but I rode a school bus. It definitely was not one of those big yellow buses. It was a flatbed truck that they had built a wooden body on the back of the truck, put benches down each side, then one bench down the center, and canvas that covered up the wood. It was supposed to keep you warm, keep the wind out in the wintertime. It didn't keep you warm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you just stand on the side of the road and wait on the bus to come by or did you have to go to another place?
MRS. IDOM: Oh, I just went out the front door to the road and got on the bus. I didn't have to walk any distance to get on the bus.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what time of the morning you had to catch the bus? Before daylight?

MRS. IDOM: No. It was not before daylight. I would never have made it. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when you went to school, was it a one-room school where all the kids were in the same room?

MRS. IDOM: No, it was a school that ran through eighth grade. It was a two-story building but there was the first and second grade in one room and the third and fourth grade in an adjoining room. Then, upstairs was the other grades to the eighth grade. The high school students were transported to Morton for the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, do you recall some of the subjects you took when you were in that particular school?

MRS. IDOM: Reading and spelling.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And arithmetic?
MRS. IDOM: I don't remember the arithmetic. (laughs) I guess that's why I'm so poor in math.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did the schoolroom have a stove in the middle for heating or in the room for heating?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, there was a potbellied stove but we used wood, not coal. In Mississippi, you didn't get coal, there was too many trees and no coal mines.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember some of your teachers' names?

MRS. IDOM: The first teacher was Miss Thelma Ueltschey and don't ask me to spell, "Ueltschey". (laughs) And then, the first and second grade, then third grade was Miss Gladys Winstead. And in third grade, we moved from that area to the place where I finished out my school years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So where would that be?

MRS. IDOM: That would be Harperville School. There was the post office for Harperville and that's north of Forest, still in Scott County.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And so, you finished your elementary school or grammar school, we called it, and then, you attended high school where?

MRS. IDOM: Well, when I was in third grade, I moved from the first-through-eighth school to the other school, in the third grade. And that was an elementary and high school, all in the same building.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you notice different between the time you went from, I guess, the eighth grade into the high school part of the school? Do you recall?

MRS. IDOM: Not that much different because, by that time, we had a new school building. It was all on one level and from seventh grade through high school were on the same hall. Then, you used the same teachers for social studies and science and that sort of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you kind of got used to it because you were there at a early time period.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year did you graduate from high school?

MRS. IDOM: Forty-three, I think. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you like going to school?

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was some of your favorite subjects?
MRS. IDOM: I supposed home economics was my favorite subject. They don't even use that word anymore these days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, but you tell me what, what you did in home economics.

MRS. IDOM: We studied foods and nutrition and we learned to sew. My third year for taking home economics, I had a teacher that was just out of college and she ... None of the girls in class had ever bothered to use a thimble to sew with. That new teacher said, "You will use a thimble to sew." (laughs) And we did use a thimble to sew. And I don't sew now without using a thimble.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Show me which finger you put the thimble on.

MRS. IDOM: If you're right-handed, this one.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how does that work? Tell me how that works.

MRS. IDOM: Well, it's a piece of metal that fits -- now, they're plastic -- fits over that finger. If you put your needle through your cloth, then you use that metal piece to push the needle through the cloth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, before you had a thimble, you would just use the end of your finger?
MRS. IDOM: Yeah, you used the fingers. Sometimes, you resorted to using the back, the fingernail, if it was a stiff piece of material.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did you have trouble learning how to use that thimble?
MRS. IDOM: I don't suppose it was trouble. It was just a matter of making yourself do it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall anything else that was kind of unique from the new teacher's perspective?

MRS. IDOM: Well, we had to follow the rules, which, as far as whatever we were doing, whether it was cooking or sewing, which we hadn't been made to do with other teachers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of meals did you fix while you were in school?
MRS. IDOM: We would, we started out with the simple meals of breakfast and then, we would prepare the, a full meal. Now when you live, when you're out in a rural area, with no grocery store with fresh meat or anything, you had to use the canned goods to prepare the meal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did the school provide the food that you all prepared?
MRS. IDOM: Yes. Unless we brought things from home that we would use.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you eat your own cooking?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, for breakfast, what was a typical meal for breakfast?
MRS. IDOM: Probably sausage and grits, an egg and biscuit. Not store-bought bread, not canned biscuits.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you had to learn how to make biscuit dough ...
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... roll it out ...
MRS. IDOM: Roll them out.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... cut it out and do all the baking.

MRS. IDOM: Most of us had done that in 4-H Club before we got to high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about what 4-H Club is.
MRS. IDOM: 4-H Club was, at that time, it was farm, farm people. There was a girls' 4-H and a boys' 4-H and you learned to do the kinds of things that you needed to do on the farm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So ...
MRS. IDOM: I was, every year, there was a baking contest. For the early 4-H'ers, it was a quick bread, either cornbread or biscuits, and there was a contest to see which girl baked the best cornbread and biscuit in the community. And then, the person that got that went to the county contest. At the county contest, you were in a kitchen and you were lined up behind your, a workstation and first person made biscuit, the next, cornbread, the next one biscuit and the next one cornbread. It was always my good fortune to get to make the cornbread and I was the champion cornbread maker in the county and went to the state to make cornbread. I still don't make good biscuits. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: How did you do at the state level on your cornbread?
MRS. IDOM: I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your mother teach you how to make cornbread?
MRS. IDOM: Well, the Department of Agriculture, that sponsors the 4-H Club, the Extension Division, gave us a cookbook and we used that recipe and I still use that recipe.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of flour did you use? What was the make, do you remember?

MRS. IDOM: I don't remember that. Because I was using cornmeal and we took the corn that we grew on the farm to the mill, had it ground and that's what we made the bread from.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Probably why it was so good, wasn't it?
MRS. IDOM: Yes. And right now, the best cornbread you'll get is to buy cornmeal from ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ground cornmeal.

MRS. IDOM: The ground cornmeal from the National Park Service that they sell in their stores.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you put whole milk in your cornbread?

MRS. IDOM: No, buttermilk.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Buttermilk.

MRS. IDOM: To make good cornbread or biscuits you got to use buttermilk.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you use that same recipe today if you're going to make cornbread.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You're making me hungry. (laughs)

MRS. IDOM: Two cups of milk, two cups of cornmeal, one egg, a teaspoon of salt with a teaspoon of baking soda.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, is baking soda what we're calling baking powder? Is that the same thing?

MRS. IDOM: No. That's different.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Different. What does the baking soda do to the cornbread?

MRS. IDOM: It's your leavening agent. Now, I don't ... That's all... I'm not the scientist, that's all I know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you leave that out, what happens? Do you, have you ever left it out to see?

MRS. IDOM: Oh, it doesn't rise. It just stays flat.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Doesn't let it rise.

MRS. IDOM: No, it doesn't rise.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I like to eat it, I don't know anything about making it. (laughs) 

MRS. IDOM: Now, you use baking soda when you're using buttermilk and you use baking powder more when you're using ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Whole milk?

MRS. IDOM: ... whole milk. What we called sweet milk.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, on the farm, you, you had your own milk, you had cows, provided your own milk?
MRS. IDOM: Yes, had cows...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, everything you made came from the farm?
MRS. IDOM: Came from the farm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when you were in high school, did you have time to do any dating or anything like that?

MRS. IDOM: I didn't do much.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they have any social dances during those times?

MRS. IDOM: Not in our community, they didn't have dances. There would be some school parties occasionally. There was always the plays that the school would, classes were producing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you like to be part of that?

MRS. IDOM: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when you graduated from high school, where did you go from there?

MRS. IDOM: I went to Wood Junior College which was up in the more northern part of the state. It was about 20 or so miles from Mississippi State College, in what's now the University of Mississippi, Starkville. It was a church-related college and I went there for a year.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You stayed there during the school semesters?
MRS. IDOM: Yes, in the dormitory.

MR. HUNNICUTT: School time ... And how was that? You left home and you went to college and you had to stay in the dormitory room? Was that something you had a hard time getting used to there?

MRS. IDOM: No, I didn't have a hard time getting used to it because I had visited relatives and stayed at their house. And, in 4-H Club, I had been to the state for 4-H Club meetings where we stayed a week at Mississippi State. So, it was, didn't bother me. I was the only – of course this was World War II, and all the boys went right into service. But of the girls, all of them except me, went to East [inaudible] Junior College, which was closer to home. But, I've always done things different from everybody else.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what does 4-H stand for? I've heard that all my life but what does ... ?

MRS. IDOM: Head, heart, hands and health. And that's the things that they work on. They start you learning and taking care of your health and hands, working with your hands. And they still have 4-H Club this day and time, but it's not just for rural people anymore. It's for ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Anybody that wants to?

MRS. IDOM: They have 4-H Clubs in the schools in Knoxville now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know when that first originated?
MRS. IDOM: Before, well, it originated when the government set up the agricultural colleges. When did they start having the extension at UT? It would have been in the late '20s, early '30s. Maybe it was one of the Depression era things, I'm not sure about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Could be.
MRS. IDOM: Well, the Agricultural Extension Departments where they sent trained leaders, both male and female, to each county to work with the communities, building better communities.

MR. HUNNICUTT: After you got out of college, did you still participate in 4-H?
MRS. IDOM: No, I didn't.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, that was your end of 4-H?
MRS. IDOM: Yes. I had hoped to be a home demonstration agent. That was the name of the women that worked there. But, as part of my student teaching, I had to go with the home demonstration agent to an adult home meeting. We got to the lady's house -- these clubs met in ladies’ homes -- first thing the lady said, "I want my chickens culled today."

MR. HUNNICUTT: Her chickens what?
MRS. IDOM: Culled.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Uh-huh.
MRS. IDOM: That meant we were going to separate the laying hens from the ones that were not laying. Well, I have always been terrified of live chickens, with the feathers on them, running around, and I thought, "Oh, dear! I am really in for it today." Because you were going to have to catch those chickens and hold them. Well, I did luck out because the chickens were wandering around in the yard and you needed somebody to shoo them together so somebody else could catch them. So I took the job of herding, shooing the chickens for the other people to catch.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, now, you were a farm girl. How come you were afraid of chickens?

MRS. IDOM: I do not know, except my mother says that when I was a toddler, she had me sitting in the yard, on a pallet. She heard a piercing scream and she ran to see me. She said that the only thing that she could find on that quilt or anywhere around it was a chicken feather. So if that's what marked my brain, she doesn't know and I never knew. But I still don't like live chickens.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, today, if I had some chickens here, you wouldn't want to touch them?

MRS. IDOM: I wouldn't want to touch them. I would take my foot and move them out of my way. (laughs) No, I don't want to touch them. If you wring their necks, I will dip them down in the hot water and pluck them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever, you never wrung a chicken's neck.

MRS. IDOM: No, I never wrung a chicken's neck. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you ...
MRS. IDOM: The only chicken I ever killed was the one that, I was slinging the grass blade and my grandma's chicken ran by and I just clipped that chicken's head off.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You've probably seen people wringing a chicken's neck.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, my mother always wrung the chicken's neck.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me how they did that.

MRS. IDOM: They just picked the chicken up and twisted it 'round and 'round and that neck came off in their hand and that chicken just flopped all over the ground. Now, when you're going to wring the chicken's neck, you get on the grass because if you get on the dirt, they pick up all that dirt and if they're on grass, they don't pick up the dirt.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I've seen that before and it's funny looking, the body over there just jumping around. It's strange. Now, you've told me you would pluck the chicken's feathers, put them in hot water. When you put the chickens in hot water ...

MRS. IDOM: That's after you get them killed. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes. (laughs) Well, maybe not in your case. So, you dipped them in hot water and what's the hot water do to the feathers?

MRS. IDOM: It loosens the hold of the skin on the feather.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then, you just pluck them out?

MRS. IDOM: You just pluck the feathers off and then, you have to singe the chicken.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What's that mean?

MRS. IDOM: That means that you have some fire. Now, if you were to do it to one, you'd put it over the burner on the gas stove where you've got a flame, but you'd roll up some newspaper, light it and then, hold the chicken over that flame, because chickens have some fine hair that's not feathers and you want to get that off.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you're singeing that fine hair.

MRS. IDOM: So, your singeing the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, then, after that, what's the next step?

MRS. IDOM: The next step is to cut it up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, do you skin the chicken when you cut it up or do you leave the skin on the chicken?

MRS. IDOM: Well, it depends on how you want it. You don't want skin on it, you skin the chicken. And if you're going to skin it, sometimes you don't pluck the feathers off you just skin it off with the feathers on there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, let's go a little bit farther, since we're talking about chickens: What's the proper way of frying a chicken?

MRS. IDOM: The first thing you got to do is have a black, cast iron skillet.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, why do you have to have that?

MRS. IDOM: Because that cast iron holds the heat evenly. And then, you've got to dip it into, you got to put some flour on it [the chicken] to make it so it will brown easily.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let me stop you a minute and ask you a question: When you were at home and you had to do any cooking like that, did you all have a wood-fired stove that you had to put kindling in and light it?

MRS. IDOM: A wood-fired, a wood-fired stove, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, as electricity came by and gas, they had gas and electricity, but was it harder to cook with a wood-fired stove than it would be for a gas or electric?

MRS. IDOM: I don't know that it was any harder, you just had to learn to adjust the amount of wood that you were putting in your stove and know which part of the top of the stove to put your pan on for what you were cooking.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Didn't the top of those stoves have little ol' round eyes ...
MRS. IDOM: Round eyes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... you could take out and you set your pan on top of those they heated that up and that's how it heated the pan?

MRS. IDOM: No. Most of the time folks didn't take those eyes out unless they were in a big hurry because it made the bottom of your pan really black and you didn't want to have to clean it off.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, now you've got the chicken and you've dipped it in flour, then what kind of grease do you use in the pan?

MRS. IDOM: Why, when you were on a farm, you used lard that you had rendered from your pigs that you had killed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you fried it up in the lard. Today, obviously, they don't use lard anymore. It's not good for you, is it?

MRS. IDOM: Do you know that you are finding more recipes in the last year using lard than I've ever known since I, since high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm not sure all of that bad news about lard is really bad.
MRS. IDOM: It's not. It's not that bad.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It certainly didn't hurt you, did it? (laughs) You've been here a long time.

MRS. IDOM: I've been here a long time. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, now we know how to cook chicken.

MRS. IDOM: Now you know how to cook chicken.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, after you graduated from the college, what was your next step in your life?

MRS. IDOM: Because I decided I better not try to be a home demonstration agent, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, let me ask you a question about a home demonstration agent: So, what, what does that involve?

MRS. IDOM: That is the person that works for the Agriculture Department, going into the communities, teaching, in the case of me, it would have been teaching the ladies. Now, there was also a man that taught, helped the men with their farming and things they needed to do to make their crops. But the lady did teach the women things to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, if a lady was taught by this individual, then whenever she got married, she'd be able to cook and ...
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: She could boil water, then, couldn't she?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, she should've learned how and they also helped the ladies, they taught them to braid rugs ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Sew.
MRS. IDOM: Sew.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they teach them how to crochet and embroidery and all that sewing?

MRS. IDOM: Not much because those were… Crocheting was helpful in making a rug but embroidery was not, it was more for aesthetic things. It wasn't a necessary thing to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just a past time thing to do.

MRS. IDOM: If you had some extra time, it would be a relaxing thing to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you learn how to embroider?

MRS. IDOM: A little.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's quite a technique to that.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, so go ahead now, tell me, after you left college, where'd you go?

MRS. IDOM: When, I left college, I, the only thing I, that was for home economics people was teaching. I, my first employment was the Mississippi School for the Blind. I had thought about working in an orphanage where, I thought, I don't need to be working where I'm going to have parents to deal with. I just might not have the patience with parents. And there was, the orphanages were all usually church-related and didn't provide any salary, it was more volunteer work. So, the School for the Blind in Mississippi needed a home economics teacher so I took that position and lived in the dormitory where the blind -- students came from all over the state and lived in the dormitory -- and I lived in the dormitory.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, that was quite a challenge for you, wasn't it, to teach blind ladies how to cook and ... ? Tell me how you went about doing it.

MRS. IDOM: Exactly the same way you teach normal people. It just, you're using their hands to show them what you're, what you want them to do. That's really the only difference. Their books, of course, were Braille and my textbook, they had to have about 14 books to get everything, because there was all these little dots that were letters and that made the book. You could just use one side of a page with those raised letters on it. But teaching blind students was not that much different, it was just that you had to explain. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did the, did the gals catch on pretty good?
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: From your teaching?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of heat was in the stove? Was that electric or gas or wood? How, what was that?

MRS. IDOM: By that time, we had electric stoves.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how did you instruct the blind, the blind lady to turn the knob to a certain temperature?

MRS. IDOM: You just took their hand and put on top of, you had ... they put their hand on the knob and you said, "Ok, turn..." Of course, there was the clicks and they would hear, turn this much to get high heat, so many more clicks, and you've got medium and then you've got low.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they ever, kind of, wave their hand over the eye to see if there was heat on the eye? Do you ever recall that?

MRS. IDOM: They probably did. I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm just kind of trying to visualize how they would know whether it was on or not.

MRS. IDOM: I don't remember whether they did that or not.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, let's say you were going to teach them how to fry chicken. How did you, how did you do that?

MRS. IDOM: By putting their hands on it and moving my hands the way I wanted them to move their hands. My hand on top of their hand, usually what we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: On a scale of one to 10, how do you think the students did after their schooling? Where would you rate most of the girls?

MRS. IDOM: Probably an eight. Most of them were very intelligent girls.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's still extraordinary to me that, to try to close your eyes and cook on a heated oven.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did you know how long to keep the biscuits or cornbread in the oven.

MRS. IDOM: Well, with a cook stove, you just, a wood-fired stove, you just looked in there to see if they were brown enough.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you got to the, teaching these girls, was there timers on the stoves?

MRS. IDOM: I think that we did have timers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or did you have wind-up timers that you ...
MRS. IDOM: Something, some kind of timer with it that they used.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, how was their cooking? Was it, did it turn out pretty good?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, they ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was good enough to eat.
MRS. IDOM: Yeah, good enough to eat.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how long did you stay doing that job?

MRS. IDOM: I stayed one year because I got married that year and married one of the instructors there at the School for the Blind. And ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what was his name?
MRS. IDOM: His name was Louie, L-O-U-I-E.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what year would that have been that you got married?

MRS. IDOM: December of '46, I think. The years run together when you get to be 90 years old.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I understand.
MRS. IDOM: I think it was '46.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You've got probably better recall than I do for those way back. 

OFF-CAMERA VOICE: ... was born in '48...

MRS. IDOM: Well, it must have been '47.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What brought your family to Happy Valley?

MRS. IDOM: My father worked for J.A. Jones Construction Company, and he had been working for them in other jobs. They were working at Keesler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi. On a Friday afternoon, they picked up their paychecks. They were told, there was a group from our community -- my father, my uncle and two or three other men -- one man in that group had an automobile and they had worked together with Jones for several different jobs. But they picked up their paychecks on a Friday afternoon and were told, "If you want work, be in Knoxville, Tennessee, at eight o'clock Monday morning." And they were. So, he came with Jones Construction Company in the fall of '43.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall where he lived?

MRS. IDOM: I think that, at first, he lived in a hutment.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of work did he do?
MRS. IDOM: He was a carpenter.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did he learn his carpenter trade? Was that just self taught?

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Growing up on the farm and having to learn ...

MRS. IDOM: Growing up on the farm, having a whole slew of brothers. They all built things on the farm. He was self taught.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, he worked for K-25, J.A. Jones, at K-25 ...
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... or did he work on other jobs before that?

MRS. IDOM: Not in Oak Ridge, he did not work on other jobs.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I mean in Oak Ridge.
MRS. IDOM: No, he did not work any other jobs in Oak Ridge. Now, after that, he did work on to the completion of K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you're thinking that when he first came here, he lived in a hutment.

MRS. IDOM: He lived in a hutment.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, where did he move to?

MRS. IDOM: All right, then, my mother came after the school year was over in the spring of '44. My brother, my mother and my brother were ready to come. I was in college and Daddy found a place to rent just across Clinch River, well, behind Melton Hill, now, off of White Wing Road and so, my mother and my brother came. Mother got employment at K-25 as a supervisor in the Housekeeping Department. My brother got work as -- he was just ready for high school, 14 -- got a job at the supermarket in Happy Valley, in the trailer camp there. They had a ride with someone but the supermarket hours didn't jive with the other, the construction workers' hours. So, my brother told the supermarket manager, he said, "If I'm going to continue to work, I've got, my family's got to have a place to live here." And the fellow said, "Ok. We'll see what we can do." So, little while, the manager came back and said, "All right, trailer number so-and-so, in lot so-and-so is yours." So, my brother, when my parents came by to pick him up in the afternoon, he said, "I've got us a place to live." When he got to that trailer, somebody was already living in it. (laughs) He had to spend the night in the bathhouse. He went back the next morning and told the manager, he said, "The trailer was already filled up." Fellow said, "Ok." Fellow came back, said, "Ok, here's a trailer for you." That afternoon when he went, it was filled up. (laughs) So, the next day, when he reported to the manager, the manager said, "Ok, let's wait a little bit." Fellow came back and said, "All right, here. Go out there and stay there. Get there before somebody moves into it. So, that's how my family got the trailer in the trailer camp.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you're saying that each time he was given a trailer, somebody moved in on it before he got there.

MRS. IDOM: Before he got there, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall how many trailers might have been in that area at that time?

MRS. IDOM: Oh, goodness...

MR. HUNNICUTT: More than 50 or so? A hundred?
MRS. IDOM: More than a hundred, several hundred. I have, really, no idea.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe to me what a trailer down there in Happy Valley looked like.

MRS. IDOM: Well, there were the single trailers and the double trailers. All of them were Army trailers, olive drab green. The single trailers had one door and a couch at each end of the trailer that made into a bed and then, you had some closet space and a kitchen in between each end of the trailer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was there running water in the trailer?

MRS. IDOM: No. No running water in the trailer. You went up to the bathhouse to get your water and everybody had a slop jar that was used at night for your potty, had to go empty it the next morning.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, above the sink, having a holding tank where you put your water in and then, you could open a valve and it'd run down into the sink?

MRS. IDOM: No, I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Some trailers had those.

MRS. IDOM: I don't think ours had that. No, we just had a bucket that we brought the water in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, it had a stove in the trailer to cook on?

MRS. IDOM: Like the Coleman stoves that we use camping these days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Real small one?

MRS. IDOM: But it did have an oven. But, of course, there was no air conditioning and it got awfully hot if you tried to bake in the summertime. And one of the neighbors that was a friend and my mother had agreed, apparently, that they weren't going to bake. When I was there, Mother said, "Go to Billie's and tell her I need to borrow some corn meal," because my father had to have his cornbread every day. So I went up to Billie's and I said, "Billie, Mother needs some corn meal, she's got to make some cornbread." And Billie said, "What? She told me, agreed that we wouldn't bake." I said, "Oh, she's not going to bake, she's going to fry the bread." Her husband was sitting there, he said, "Billie, go home with her so you can see how to fry cornbread." (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she fry cornbread?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah. You didn't have to heat the oven. Fried it just like you would a pancake.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you remember about Happy Valley? Tell me about the bathhouses: How far away were they?

MRS. IDOM: They were, we were set up in blocks. There would be a bathhouse and a wash house, because they was a separate, these were doublewides, separate for doing the laundry, and they would be in the middle of the block. There would be a row of trailers by this street and then a street over here with the trailers on each side of the street. And, course, we had boardwalks to get to and from the bathhouses and they would, the bathhouses would be in the middle of each of those blocks.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what was inside the bathhouses?
MRS. IDOM: There were the toilets and there were showers. I can't remember where there were washing machines in the wash houses or not. Or whether we just used the scrub boards to scrub the clothes out on. There were no dryers and I remember my mother had, you had a certain amount of space between every trailer, and my mother had a clothesline in the space between the boardwalk and the trailer that she could hang the clothes on. And, one Sunday, they, I think, as they came home from church, they brought the preacher with them and somebody had borrowed Mother's clothesline and had their clothes hanging all over it. (laughs) The preacher commented, "Mrs. Alford, you certainly were smart to get up and get the clothes hung out before church this morning." (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were the roads paved ...
MRS. IDOM: Oh, no!

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... or were they gravel or what were they?

MRS. IDOM: They were graveled and then they would come by when it got really dusty in the summertime, they came by and put oil on it to keep the dust down.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I bet that was a mess, wasn't it?
MRS. IDOM: Well, it was better than having the dust that you couldn't breathe through.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, did your father have a car there at that time?

MRS. IDOM: No. My parents never owned an automobile until they moved out of Oak Ridge to Lenoir City.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did he walk over across the road to work or did they have transportation?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, he walked because we were close enough to the K-25 site that, you walked to work from ... Now, people that lived farther up toward the school, there may have been a few automobiles but not many people had cars.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How was the trailers identified?
MRS. IDOM: I suppose we had a number on them, I don't remember. Every ... every block had a number and every trailer in that block had a number. We were Block 54, Trailer 15.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You were telling me earlier about some postcards you had mailed at, when you wasn't here in Oak Ridge, back to your parents. Tell me about that again.

MRS. IDOM: Well, in, let's see, the first card that I found, I sent in June of '44 and I read the message that was on there. Apparently, I was on my way to Mississippi Southern because I had gone to Wood Junior College during the winter session, '43-'44 and was, then I was, everybody was in a hurry to get through with school and get through with anything they were going to do back in World War II. So, I transferred to Mississippi Southern and, apparently, I was on my way there. So, in June of '44, our address was Jones Trailer Camp, Box 1711, Knoxville, Tennessee. And, from June '44 until September of '45, their address was Block 54, Trailer 15, Box 1711, Knoxville. And a few, sometimes, the mail would be to Jones Trailer Camp and sometimes it would be Trailer 54, Box 15. Then, the last thing I found that was sent to Box 1711, Knoxville, was in September of '45. In November of '45, the address was Happy Valley Branch, Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: November of '45, it changed to Happy Valley.

MRS. IDOM: It ... yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Happy Valley what, again?
MRS. IDOM: Branch. Because there was still the post office down in Happy Valley, at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But all the mail prior to that went to Knoxville ...

MRS. IDOM: All mail prior to that went to ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and then was delivered down to, there was no post office, apparently, down there at that time.

MRS. IDOM: Well, the government didn't want anyone to know how many people were living in the city.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right. So, it went to Knoxville and then brought to the post office down there.

MRS. IDOM: I think they went to the box and it was brought to the post office down there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they have a postman that brought the mail around to the trailers?

MRS. IDOM: I don't think so. I think we had to go down to the post office and pick the mail up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: At a box number.

MRS. IDOM: I think you just walked up to the window and told them what you wanted.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What you wanted? Where do you remember the post office being located?
MRS. IDOM: If you're going from here ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: West?
MRS. IDOM: Toward the west on, to K-25, the supermarket was at the end of the trailer camp.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, the trailers would be on your left coming down the road.
MRS. IDOM: Yeah, the trailers would be on the left going down the road and the supermarket was on that side. Then, and you were talking about a service station, that service station might have been over on the right-hand side, I don't know because I don't remember it, but the post office was on the right-hand side. And there was the, not only was the post office over there, that was the center of the government activity, I suppose, would be what you'd say. Like the law enforcement people. I don't remember law enforcement, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Military police, maybe?
MRS. IDOM: Probably so. But that's where the communication system was. There were no telephones, but there was the loudspeaker that (off camera cough) if you had a telegram, they'd say you'd have to go down to that office. So, when they'd call out the name of the person, probably, and what block they lived in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So there was a loudspeaker system throughout the trailer park?
MRS. IDOM: Throughout the trailer camp, uh-huh, a loudspeaker system throughout the trailer camp.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then, ok, so, we've got the post office on the right side, the grocery store on the left side.

MRS. IDOM: It was a big supermarket. Not just groceries and dry goods, what dry goods that were for sale back then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Lot of things were rationed so you couldn't get them.
MRS. IDOM: Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, where do you remember the rec, recreation center being located and they had bowling lanes there as well?

MRS. IDOM: Right. The supermarket's on the Turnpike. And in behind the supermarket was the rec hall and the bowling alley. In that vicinity. Our trailer was close enough that we would hear the pins being knocked over, particularly at nighttime.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How many people lived in the trailer that your parents had?

MRS. IDOM: There were four of us. Most of the time, there was just three because I was not there in the trailer most of the time. The longest period of time I was there in the trailer was, I had come home from summer school and my mother was working in the Ad Building at K-25 as a housekeeper. Of course, she'd already met a lot of the people and knew that I was coming and would be there for -- I didn't expect to be there but about three weeks. But a fellow in the blueprint department, that ran off copies of blueprints, said he would put me to work even though, he said, "She's only going to be here two weeks, I'll put her to work." I did not even have a Social Security card at that time. I went down to the office and they took me to Knoxville to get a Social Security card so I could go to work. And I went to work in the blueprint department, making copies of prints to go out to the construction people. Of course, everything that came through -- there was another young lady there about my age and, of course, we were trying to figure out what we were doing, what they were building and that sort of thing. And anything that came by marked, "Confidential," we always looked at it real carefully. Of course, we never saw anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How old were you then?

MRS. IDOM: Probably 18.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this was before you met your husband.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.

MRS. IDOM: This was while I was still a college student.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when they took you to Knoxville in a car, I presume.

MRS. IDOM: Yes, in a car.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the route that you traveled? Did you go, come up through Oak Ridge and go that way or did you go out the west part of the gated area?
MRS. IDOM: Come out the west part of the gated area and went to Kingston, I remember Kingston Pike. I don't know, I don't remember whether we didn't go to Lenoir City, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you cross the river on a bridge or did you recall that? There was a bridge there at K-25, at Gallaher, then if you went up on White Wing Road, there was a pontoon bridge.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, I know. I well remember the pontoon bridge because, where the family lived there when we first, when my mother first got here, was just above the Clinch River and we could sit on the porch of that house and hear the cars crossing the river. A park, and you went down and across and up and out onto the road.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. It was steep on both sides, if I remember right, wasn't it?
MRS. IDOM: If the water was down. But if the water got high, you went up and across.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this was before Melton Hill Dam, then, so it was just Clinch River just ran and was controlled by the Norris Reservoir.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, long before Melton Hill Dam, yeah, long before the dam was built, long before.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's talk about White Wing ... Do you remember where the gate was located there on White Wing Road? Related to the pontoon bridge?

MRS. IDOM: Apparently, I don't remember... I just remember getting on the bridge. It was before you got on the bridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, it was on, it was on this side of, of the Clinch River. 

MRS. IDOM: It was, but I don't remember ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: You go across the bridge and then there'd be a gate be on the right.

MRS. IDOM: I don't remember, but I just remember the bridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And the Gallaher Bridge, they had a gate on that side of the river as well. Because the whole area was fenced in.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember, did you have a badge?
MRS. IDOM: I don't remember having a badge when I was, when we were in Happy Valley. I've got my badge from when we were on North Seneca. I was not here when they opened the gates and everybody's supposed to turn their badge in. I've got my badge here with me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you don't ever remember having an ID badge while you were working?

MRS. IDOM: I do not. I don't remember my parents having an ID badge when they were there. Do not remember any IDs at all.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you worked for two weeks in the blueprint shop?
MRS. IDOM: I worked six weeks, all summer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Six weeks.
MRS. IDOM: The reason I got six weeks in, a polio epidemic hit that year and they put schools, colleges, off starting because they didn't want that many people brought together until the weather cooled off some. So, I worked six weeks.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember how much you made?

MRS. IDOM: Goodness, no. (laughs) But it was a lot of money for that day and time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: More money than you'd ever made before, right?

MRS. IDOM: Yes. That would, because I had worked on the National Youth Project, NYPA, I think, National Youth Project, when I was in high school. Part of Franklin Roosevelt's government projects was that and high schools were allowed to hire students to do work at school. And my job had been to go help out the first and second grade teachers in school when I was in high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was the blueprint department behind the fence? Did you have to go through a guard gate to get to work?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, go through the guard gate.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you had a badge for that.

MRS. IDOM: I had something, I know, but I do not remember it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I'm sure you had a badge.
MRS. IDOM: It was, it was unimportant.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MRS. IDOM: I just got there for work on time, usually.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever ask your father what he was doing?

MRS. IDOM: No, we couldn't follow what he was doing. I remember the girl that was working with me, she'd say, "Yesterday, on the bus, this fellow said, 'If I could just figure out what, how they're taking this stuff out, I'd know what we were doing.' " And then, when they did say what we were doing there several years later, what they were taking out went out in that briefcase. But no, I had no idea what was going on.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you down there with your parents when the plant was finished?

MRS. IDOM: No, I was not. I was finishing up college that year.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But your parents were there when the plants was finished.

MRS. IDOM: Yes, my parents were there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you recall about things being located in Happy Valley that we hadn't talked about? We talked about a grocery store, and the bowling lanes, and the rec hall.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, well, then, where the Wheat School was, that's where the community church was. Now, the, there were no, at that time, there were no denominational churches because, you'd have a church, well, the enemy might find out how many people we had here – the World War was going on, all the men are in service. Dr. Larson was head of the spiritual development for the community. And they were having groups meet for worship in schools. And there was the community that meets at Wheat School. This story was told to me, and this is the one that I really want to be recorded: The minister for the community church there in Wheat School was a student at Johnson Bible College, which was in East Knoxville. And in, sometime in the 1990s, now, the minister became a real close friend of the family, and when he and his family would be back in East Tennessee, they always came by to visit my family, my parents. And sometime in the '90s, they were visiting and I had the book, 'These Are Our Voices,' lying on the coffee table. Well, Glenn, the minister, picked it up and started looking through it. And then he said, "I should have a story put in here." He said, "Let me tell you about my coming into Oak Ridge -- or about us." He was meaning the other ministers that had come in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And Glenn's last name was what?

MRS. IDOM: Shoemaker. Glenn Shoemaker.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Glenn or Lynn?
MRS. IDOM: Glenn, G-L-E-N-N. And Glenn said Dr. Larson came over to Johnson Bible College to get the ministerial students who would be interested in serving in the community. And he, I don't know how many he got, but, and you were talking about badges, you had to have a pass at some time to get in and you had to have a reason to get that badge. Well, Dr. Larson got the fellows and had them in a meeting and said, 'Well, fellows, I have been down the list of occupations that we could get you a badge for.' And he said, 'There's not any ministers on the list so I have declared that you all are entertainers.' (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Dr. Larson, was he head of all the ministry for Happy Valley and Oak Ridge and everything?

MRS. IDOM: Oak Ridge, the whole valley, the whole project. He was head of the whole project.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, he had them classified as entertainment.

MRS. IDOM: As entertainers, yes, classified them as entertainers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So they could get a badge.

MRS. IDOM: So they could, so he could get them a badge and they could get in and out.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's a great story.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah. I said that was the one story that I really wanted to be ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, the students at Johnson Bible College came and did the preaching at different locations in Oak Ridge until ...
MRS. IDOM: Different locations, they had, usually they came in on a Saturday and worked with the congregations, visiting the people that attended the church services.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, they did that until they had the regular ministers that came in from different denominations.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, until they started letting denominations join with us. And Glenn served as the minister until they closed the area as far as I can remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what was Glenn's last name again?
MRS. IDOM: Shoemaker. And the spring before they closed the congregation, closed K, closed Happy Valley in the fall, Glenn married a Tennessee girl. And when they came on weekends. There was, they couldn't get any housing, of course, he had to stay in the boys' dormitory and she had to stay in the girls' dormitory. And they stayed in those dormitories there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, tell me about Glenn Shoemaker. Was he an ordained minister?
MRS. IDOM: He was a student minister at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: From Johnson Bible College.
MRS. IDOM: Yes, from Johnson Bible College. He did become an ordained minister in the Christian Church.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, did you ever attend church at George Jones Church, which was an original church there?

MRS. IDOM: No, I never attended church.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the church?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, I recall the church.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Which is still there today. Now, that's strange that they didn't have service in that church instead of in the, in the school, Wheat School.

MRS. IDOM: I think the government was using that church for tests and stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, they were using it for something else?
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else can you recall about Happy Valley?
MRS. IDOM: I remember that we got ice, with the ice trucks bringing ice to us. They, you didn't lock the door, of course, and the ice man went in and put the ice in the ice box. You had a placard that went in the window, that had numbers on it like 25 pounds, 50 pounds, whatever, and you turned that up and he just put that much ice in your ice box that day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this was block ice.

MRS. IDOM: Yes, block ice.

MR. HUNNICUTT: About how long would a 25 pound block of ice last, would you say, in the summertime?

MRS. IDOM: About a day. Because it was hot in those trailers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any electric fans?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, we had electric fans.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So the trailer kept the door open, I guess, in the summertime with the fans running.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were there windows that you could open in the trailer?
MRS. IDOM: There was a window on each end behind the couches and there may have been a window on one side. And, you know, I do not remember how we heated those trailers in the wintertime because I wasn't there that much in the wintertime.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I suspect they had a coal stove of some sort or either oil-fired stove.

MRS. IDOM: It must have been oil because there wasn't room to have coal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Probably an oil-fired stove. 

MRS. IDOM: A stove.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they ... Do you remember seeing any drums sitting outside behind the trailers that they would put oil in? 
OFF CAMERA VOICE: I do recall seeing a picture with a oil drum ...

MRS. IDOM: With a oil drum?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the hutments had them all through there in the area.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's a good one to look at. I'll have to take a look at some photographs. 
OFF CAMERA VOICE: Some of those had coal stoves.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Some did. But there was heating oil as well. But, you know, I think heating oil might have been mainly used in the trailers than coal [was used].
MRS. IDOM: I know we had the cooking stove that used, I guess it used gas.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or electricity, one [or the other].

MRS. IDOM: No, it didn't use electricity.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No electricity. Now, that might have been, I don't recall, but that might have been an oil-fired stove as well. I don't know whether ...
MRS. IDOM: In our trailer, it was not an oil-fired stove. It was, it was like the Coleman stoves that we use to go camping.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Have to research that. Never thought of that much. So, what, after you left there, during the six weeks, where did you go then? Back to college.
MRS. IDOM: I went back to, went back to Hattiesburg to Mississippi Southern.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That you met your husband, you got married ...

MRS. IDOM: Well, no, I didn't meet him until after I had finished the college and went to the School for the Blind to teach.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then when did you come back to Oak Ridge?
MRS. IDOM: Why, '50 ... Just before you were born. (laughs) 
OFF CAMERA VOICE: August 31st, '51. 
MRS. IDOM: All right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And why did you come back to Oak Ridge?
MRS. IDOM: Well, my husband did not have a degree and we were both teachers and he was having to go to school every summer. He decided that -- my parents, of course, were living here -- and he decided that it would be a little bit easier to make a living in Oak Ridge than it was in Mississippi. I think he also saw the racial tension coming. I didn't see it. But I think he could see, I think one of the things ... He was saying one time that before he was voting age, he was out hoeing in the field when one of the politicians came by talking to some of the adults in the family and was talking about that. We've got to keep ... we've got to get new school books for the white schools and give those old ones to the black schools.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, did they have a section in Happy Valley for the black people to live in, versus… Or do you know where they lived? Because there was construction workers there.

MRS. IDOM: They wouldn't ... The black construction workers lived in the hutments.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Down there.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was hutments besides trailers.
MRS. IDOM: Yes. Now where, I cannot remember where those hutments were down there. Apparently, they were on the other side of the road. But there were hutments down in that area.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, now, that makes sense because of segregation in those days.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any inci... disturbing situations related to the whites and blacks during that time period?

MRS. IDOM: No, I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pretty much everybody had a job and they did it.

MRS. IDOM: And they did it. Yeah, I have a friend that I have met in the last 20 years whose home was down in the K-25 area when she was a teenager. And her father was a guard for, he wasn't a military policeman, he was just a security guard.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Security guard.

MRS. IDOM: Down there and she talks about them living in one of the original houses that were there that was close to the hutments. Her father's job was to keep peace among all the blacks that they put in the bull pen on Fridays and Saturday nights.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You're talking about the lock-up area?
MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that what the bull pen is?

MRS. IDOM: The bull pen.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where they got unruly.

MRS. IDOM: Where they got unruly. And it was close to where that house was that they lived in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Interesting.
MRS. IDOM: well, the other story that she loves to tell is, they lived in that house and she rode the bus into the high school here in town. In her home economics class one day, they were studying foods and talking about breakfasts, and the teacher went around asking what they had had for breakfast. And when they got to Jean and asked her what she had had for breakfast, well, she had had Tennessee breakfast: biscuit and gravy. And she said, when she said that, said all the girls in the class said, "Biscuits and gravy!" She said, "I never opened my mouth again in that class." (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: She'd lived out in the country and these kids live in town?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They didn't have biscuits and gravy.

MRS. IDOM: They'd lived in town all their lives and she'd lived in the country all her life.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is this lady still living today?
MRS. IDOM: Yes, she is and she's in Dayton, Ohio.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, that's too bad. I'd like to interview her.
MRS. IDOM: Well, yes, that's what I was thinking. We need to … 
OFF CAMERA VOICE: We need to get her down here.

MRS. IDOM: …get her down here. Now, she comes down, she is a volunteer, has been a volunteer in the National Parks for 25 years. And she comes and volunteers over at the Mountain Farm Museum, which is on the Cherokee side of the mountain, at the Oconaluftee Visitors Center. And she comes in the fall and lives over there and volunteers on the farm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, you know, maybe we’ll get some contact with them, and we can set something up.

MRS. IDOM: Well, I need to look at the June calendar. She will be coming for women's work on the third Saturday of June. We need to get her before that Saturday, the week before the third Saturday of June, we need to get something set up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you have in your folder there?
MRS. IDOM: All right, I've got this ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Show, show ... Now, that was given to your father or is that your mother's?

MRS. IDOM: I'm not sure ... This one is Mother's. Do I need to put them side by side?

MR. HUNNICUTT: One's for your father and one's for your mother.

MRS. IDOM: One's for Mother.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In appreciate of working on the ...
MRS. IDOM: On the construction of K-25. Tell me when I need to take them down. Ok. All right, August the 6th, 1945.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, that was given to them before they got put out of there, wasn't it?

MRS. IDOM: Yeah. I guess it was given to them and they told them good-bye. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you have in your folder? 

MRS. IDOM: Well, I've got my badge in here. Well, my resident badge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What does it say on the back? Anything?
MRS. IDOM: It says on the back of it: Norma E. Idom and then my signature, height, five-two, weight, 110 pounds, hair red, eyes blue.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You recall where you went to get that badge?

MRS. IDOM: No, I don't. Somewhere, may have been in the Administration Building. I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But it was up in town.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, it was up in town, yes, it was up in town because this was after, way after the Happy Valley days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. What else do you have in your folder that you want to talk about?

MRS. IDOM: As I was looking for things, I found a picture of Glenn Shoemaker and his wife many years after they were here, because their oldest child in this picture is 11-and-a-half. But they stayed friends with the family until after he died.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, he was here the whole time, he lived in Oak Ridge the whole time until his death?

MRS. IDOM: No, no, he, when he finished, he was a Midwesterner and when he finished at Johnson Bible College, he went back to the Midwest and served churches in several different states and retired to the church home place in Missouri.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You don't have any kind of date when he might have left here?
MRS. IDOM: He left here in August or September of '46. He left here when they closed ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Happy Valley.

MRS. IDOM: Happy Valley, uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else do you have there?
MRS. IDOM: Well, that's the postcards with all the addresses and the dates on them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Show us a typical postcard of that era.

MRS. IDOM: Well, let's see ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what's the postage on those cards?
MRS. IDOM: One cent! 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: Which is the first one that was addressed to Oak Ridge?
MRS. IDOM: Well, let's see. All right, here's the one, November 28th, 1945, is the first one that's addressed to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, that's what a typical postcard with a photograph and identification of what it is on the postcard.

MRS. IDOM: Yes, postcard.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then show the back side of it.

MRS. IDOM: And this one went to Happy Valley Branch, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. It's the first time that I had any mail that was addressed to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is the postmark up there? What is that?
MRS. IDOM: The postmark is Daytona Beach, Florida, but this was for somebody at the trailer camp, Jones Trailer Camp, somebody that they had known in the church.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, tell me about you coming to Oak Ridge, back again and you went to work here.

MRS. IDOM: Well, when we came back, my husband got a job as a lab technician for X-10. He was always employed by X-10 but, quite often, the lab was at Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, where did you live when you first came?

MRS. IDOM: When we first came back, we lived, according to the way folks thought back then, on the wrong side of the tracks. If you lived out in West Village, you, in those flattops down there, you were on the wrong side of the tracks, the way the town people felt about us. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was the address?

MRS. IDOM: Well, our address was, well, it's North Seneca Road. My parents had lived on North Seneca since they had come back, after moving out from Happy Valley. When they came back, they got a flattop on North Seneca.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, let's talk a little bit about that. Your parents left here and went back to Mississippi and decided that wasn't a place for them. So they came back to Oak Ridge.

MRS. IDOM: Well, you know, we didn't have global warming back then but it sure was hot in Mississippi.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think it still is. 

MRS. IDOM: Very definitely. But, it was August and my father and mother went back. They stayed there for about two weeks and I can remember back then, it would cool off down into the very low 70s at nighttime here, but it sure didn't in Mississippi. My father said, "There's still work to be done in Oak Ridge. I'm going back and find a job." And in two weeks, after he came back, he found work and it was, they didn't, it was September by then. My brother was ready to start a senior year in high school. He had gone to Oak Ridge High for two years, so he said, "I'm going back. I'm going to start school." So, he came. And then, by that time, Daddy had work and then, a month later, Mother came. They lived in a dormitory until they got the house on North Seneca.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then how long did they stay in Oak Ridge?

MRS. IDOM: It was ... I have to really stop and think... Until the early 1950s. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: 1956 when they moved to Dean's Crossing. 
MRS. IDOM: Is that when it was? Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was your dad still employed here when this was ...
MRS. IDOM: Yes, he was still employed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... moved to a different location.

MRS. IDOM: When they first came back, he was employed by Roane Anderson. And then, after a year or two, he got on in maintenance construction at Y-12 and was there until he retired. He came along under the compulsory retirement age that Union Carbide had, which was 65. So, he had to retire when he was 65, and they moved out of Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was your mother still working at Oak Ridge?
MRS. IDOM: No. Mother worked when they first came back.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did she do?
MRS. IDOM: She was head of a housekeeping crew at the hospital.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, she had the job at K-25 in the ...

MRS. IDOM: In the housekeeping department.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Of the Administration Building.
MRS. IDOM: Yes. And both places where she was supervisor in housekeeping, she had black crews working. All of the housekeeping people were black people at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you and your husband came to Oak Ridge and he got a job at X-10. Do you recall what he was doing over there?
MRS. IDOM: He was a lab technician.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, did you go to work?

MRS. IDOM: No, I did not. At that time, they, we were told, it was common knowledge that you could count down about seven and that would be a PhD, count down -- this was in the phone directory -- count about seven more names and it'd be another PhD. I thought, I had only been a school teacher, and I thought, "I'm not trying to teach those people's kids." Not the PhD's kids, so I never worked while we were living here at Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You would have done a good job with that. They have to learn from somebody.

MRS. IDOM: They have to learn from somebody.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That doesn't mean they're going to be smart kids to start with.

MRS. IDOM: Well, it wasn't going to be me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I went to school with a lot of PhD-type children and some were dumber than a coal bucket. Ok, so, what did you ... Tell me about where you went grocery shopping in Oak Ridge. Do you remember where you used to shop most of the time?

MRS. IDOM: Right here in this building.

MR. HUNNICUTT: At the Tulip Town Market?

MRS. IDOM: Yes. We didn't own an automobile and we rode the bus, came here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what it cost to ride the bus?
MRS. IDOM: Well, I suppose by that time we were having to pay 10 or 15 cents to ride the bus. But I remember the days when you just hopped on the bus and rode wherever you wanted to go and it didn't bother, you just didn't pay anything. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: I don't remember ever paying to ride the bus. 
MRS. IDOM: Well, maybe we didn't. I don't know when ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was on up in the years before they started charging. They had transfers. Do you remember transfers you could get ...

MRS. IDOM: Yes, I remember the transfers ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... to go to another bus.

MRS. IDOM: ... to get onto another bus.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, Tulip Town Market here in the Grove Center area is where you did your shopping.

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what about washing clothes? Did you have a washing machine or did ... ?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, we had a washing machine.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about a dryer? Were dryers available in those days?

MRS. IDOM: No. They probably were available but living in a flattop, you didn't have room to put one.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type flattop did you live in? How many bedrooms was it?

MRS. IDOM: Two. And then, eventually, we did get a three-bedroom that had been rehabilitated. It was strictly a flattop at first, the one that we had. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you ever recall in that flattop having an emergency escape hatch or door in the floor or anywhere that you could get out of?
MRS. IDOM: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just one door in and one door out.

MRS. IDOM: One door out, that's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, there was some that had those. There were some other instances that happened, a man escaped because it caught on fire. But I just wondered if ...

MRS. IDOM: I don't remember ever having one. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: There was a window out the back I could crawl out of.
MRS. IDOM: But a big person couldn't have gotten out of it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, describe the interior of the flattop for me.
MRS. IDOM: There was this one door that, if you were high off the ground in the front, there was a little deck thing at the top of the steps and you went in and there was the living-dining room. Right in front of that door was the big coal stove and you're talking about a dryer for clothes. Everybody burned coal, so you learned when to hang the clothes out. Not when everybody was firing up the coal stoves in the morning, you wait 'til the smoke died down before you hung your clothes out. But with that coal heater, it was real easy to hang, stretch a clothesline up in a bedroom and hang the clothes up to dry in the house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall behind that heating stove was there a partition of some sort?

MRS. IDOM: There was some asbestos board there and then, on the other side of that was your electric stove for your kitchen.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that a flat piece or was it corrugated asbestos?

MRS. IDOM: I think it was corrugated.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you had a stove on each side of that.
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, obviously, had a sink. Was that a single sink or a double?
MRS. IDOM: No, it was a double sink and one was a real deep sink. That's the one you gave the kids the bath in, when they were very little. And the sinks were under the windows in that flattop. Now, the flattop that my parents lived in was, I don't know which, what they were, but they didn't have those short windows. They had windows that were ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right, there was two different styles.

MRS. IDOM: Two different styles.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember where the hot water heater might have been in that flattop?

MRS. IDOM: He remembers. I don't ... What? 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: In the pantry. 
MRS. IDOM: That's where he says, he and my daughter who's, oh, four years older than he is, they remember where the hot water heater was. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: I used to spend an inordinate amount of time in that pantry.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was the pantry located?
MRS. IDOM: It was at the end of the kitchen. Now, you went up the steps and the wall was there and the door was on your left. And that wall was the end of your pantry outside.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So the water heater was in that pantry?
MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Which was connected to the kitchen?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, there was an opening from the kitchen into ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, when you first came in the front door, either on the right outside or on the right inside, was there a storage closet?

MRS. IDOM: Yes, there was a little ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Place to put your coat, whatever.
MRS. IDOM: ... coat closet.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But that was inside the house.

MRS. IDOM: Inside the house. Just inside on the right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right. Then, if you went, bedroom’s on the left side of the house.

MRS. IDOM: You went straight behind the stove and the bath was on the right which was back of the kitchen wall and the bathroom wall.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bathroom was in between the two bedrooms.
MRS. IDOM: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No. Oh, that's right. It was on the back side of the kitchen.

MRS. IDOM: The back side of the kitchen and then the two bedrooms were on each side.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right. And they had, what, boardwalks going down to the house from the street?

MRS. IDOM: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How, and, you mentioned that was a coal stove. Where was the coal stored?

MRS. IDOM: Oh, there was a, everybody had a coal bin out by the side of the road. And, of course, living there, now, when we lived there, he was two and he had to have some surgery on an eye and we were at a hospital in Atlanta. We'd never distinguished between black and white people. There, he was there in the hospital bed and looked out in the hall and here was the fellow from the lab coming to get blood. And his comment, at two years old, was: "There comes the coal man." 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Because they ...

MRS. IDOM: Because the only black people he ever saw were the people delivering the coal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did you get the coal from the coal bin into the house?
MRS. IDOM: In a scuttle. You just, in the flattop, you just took it in by the coal scuttle.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the scuttle is what the delivered the coal out of?

MRS. IDOM: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No?
MRS. IDOM: That's the metal bucket ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh!
MRS. IDOM: ... with a handle on it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The coal bucket.
MRS. IDOM: Yep.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I never heard it called a scuttle. We always referred to it as the coal bucket.

MRS. IDOM: Coal ... Well, same thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, all right, coal produces ashes. What did you do with the ashes?
MRS. IDOM: Oh, you took them out and poured them on the garden. Because we had a garden right in front of our house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what did you grow in the garden?

MRS. IDOM: Butterbeans. What these East Tennesseans say lima beans, and tomatoes and green beans.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the soil good to grow or was it rough to get the garden put in?

MRS. IDOM: Well, I guess it was sort of hard to get it broken up the first time, but after that ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: The soil itself is good enough to grow a garden.
MRS. IDOM: Yeah. Good enough to grow a garden. We dug the kudzu up to get the garden.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You mean there was kudzu here in those days?

MRS. IDOM: Oh, yes. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: The entire hillside was kudzu.
MRS. IDOM: See, there's Louisiana going up the hill and then North Seneca goes off of Louisiana in there and there's this valley between the two roads. That whole place was covered in kudzu. And, we got ready to start the garden, my husband spent hours digging up kudzu.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have to physically dig it up.

MRS. IDOM: Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, they have a spray for that but it's not environmental friendly anymore. But that stuff is terrible, isn't it? It's just terrible. So, you lived in this flattop. Where did you move to after that?

MRS. IDOM: We moved to Wadsworth Circle in a rehabbed flattop that had three bedrooms because, by that time… We, I was, we were the last house, the last flattop sitting on North Seneca. Every time I left home, I was afraid that by the time I got back, they would have backed all those trailers up and taken my house off because we were the last one.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They were moving the flattops out of, off of North Seneca.

MRS. IDOM: Uh-huh. Moving the flattops off of North Seneca. I was, I was, everybody else had moved off and I told Roane Anderson, I said, "I'm not moving 'til I can have a three-bedroom house." Because we had three children by then.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember the address you moved to?
MRS. IDOM: 145 Wadsworth Circle. Wadsworth Place goes off of Wadsworth Circle and we were the second house toward Highland Park school, Highland View School. There was a house in the corner on the circle in the place and we were the second house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That'd be on the, I guess, the north side of Highland View School.

MRS. IDOM: No. Well, I don't know. I don't know my directions when you get up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, I guess it'd be going east or west more than it would be ... 

MRS. IDOM: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So, how long did you live there?

MRS. IDOM: It's two or three years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you showed, did you go to work any time after that while you was raising your children or did ... ?

MRS. IDOM: I went to work when the youngest child was about three-years-old. I started work in Knox County school system, taught at Karns.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Still living in Oak Ridge?

MRS. IDOM: No, we were living in Karns at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When did you move to Karns?
MRS. IDOM: 'Fifty-nine? Sometime around '58 or '59.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, after you moved out of Oak Ridge to Karns, that's, you never did move back in to Oak Ridge.

MRS. IDOM: No, never did move back in to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But your husband was still working at X-10?

MRS. IDOM: Still working.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When did he retire?
MRS. IDOM: He ... He took a pink slip in '73. He was, he had never worked shift work and they were cutting down on personnel. He had a feeling he might be getting sent to K-25 and be put on shift work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is your children's names?

MRS. IDOM: It's Michael, the oldest one is Sylvia and the younger one is Paul.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And I know Michael's here today. Where is your other child?

MRS. IDOM: Sylvia lives there ... she lives in Lenoir City. She is on kidney dialysis so today's dialysis day so she would have come but she has to be at dialysis today and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what is your address today? Where do you live today?
MRS. IDOM: 140 Nicolosi Lane in Lenoir City.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did you get from Karns to Lenoir City or why did you?
MRS. IDOM: Why did we do that? Well, my husband grew up on a farm and he hated it. He always talked about hating the farm. But, we moved to Karns and that was still rural enough area that there was some farming going on. He saw all of those big tractors, all that equipment and that fascinated him. And he decided that he wanted to do some farming. So, we moved from Karns, because you didn't, even back in those days, you didn't take up farming in Knox County. And we moved to Karns, I mean to Lenoir City and he started farming. And he did a lot of custom work cutting hay and baling hay and turning the land for people.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your husband ever talk about what he was doing in X-10, if you recall?

MRS. IDOM: Yes. "I spilled mercury today and it ran all over the floor and down the drain pipe." So, when they started talking about where all the mercury went in Oak Ridge, we knew where a lot of it went. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: They still have it.
MRS. IDOM: But he, after, well, he was still considered a lab technician, but he did, what they were working on the motor for one of the airplanes and one weekend, there was some towers that they built just across the river from Lenoir City. He was working on, he worked on the fuel that they put into that. Of course, we knew that's what he had done there. We heard that thing running all weekend long. Then he went to, he started off right at the mass spectrometer ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: They suspended the motors on those towers and you could hear them over here in Oak Ridge.

MRS. IDOM: Yeah, you could hear them all over the place.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think you could see them from Melton Lake, Melton Hill Dam up there on the top of that ridge if they haven't taken them down. The time you lived in Oak Ridge, were you happy here?

MRS. IDOM: Yes. I hated to leave Oak Ridge. I did not want to leave Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Why?
MRS. IDOM: Well, I was very content here. I liked the school system. My children, well, the two older ones, were in school. But I, my friends were here and that was, by then you could buy the house you lived in. We bought our house but we decided we needed a bigger house and we had picked out a lot we were going to buy and build on Indian Lane. And, we sold our house and promised the people when they could have it. Our loan hadn't come through for us to build with, so we had to go out of Oak Ridge to find a place to buy to live. We went to Karns and found a place.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You never came back.

MRS. IDOM: Never came back to live. I remember not wanting to go. I was in the doctor's office and he said, "Norma, don't cry on my shoulder now. I saved you one time from leaving Oak Ridge but I can't save you again."

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is there anything you can recall that we hadn't talked about? Anything else you'd like to talk about?

MRS. IDOM: No, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your information about Happy Valley's very valuable. We don't have a whole lot of information about Happy Valley. Most of the people are either deceased or gone, scattered to the wind. Well, Norma, it's been my pleasure to interview you.

MRS. IDOM: Well, I hope I haven't bored you.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No. You've enlightened me on information.

MRS. IDOM: ... operator back there. (laughs) 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But your history will be recorded in the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History and there'll be people looking at Happy Valley, I'm telling you. They sure will because ...

MRS. IDOM: Well, I don't want Happy Valley to be forgotten. That was, it was a good place to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have, done your duty for that. It won't be forgotten. This interview will be there from now on. Again, thank you for coming and it's been my pleasure to interview you.

MRS. IDOM: Well, it's been nice meeting you.
[End of Interview]
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