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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the center of Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is April 28th, 2015.  I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Ruth Huddleston, 313 West Spring Street, Apartment B, Oliver Springs, Tennessee, to talk to her about her living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Ruth, please state your full name, your maiden name, the place of birth and the date please.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Lavana Ruth Sisson Huddleston.  I was born at Windrock Tennessee on September the 8th, 1925.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would you please state your father’s name and place of birth and date?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
William David Sisson Sr.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Recall his date of birth?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Coalfield, Tennessee and he was born November the 15th, 1900. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your mother’s place of birth and date and her maiden name?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Beulah Marie White Sisson.  She was born at Petros, Tennessee.  She was born on July 30th, 1910.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your grandparent’s name on your father side, do you recall who they might have been born and the dates?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Richard Albert Sisson.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was he born?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He was born in Blairsville, Georgia but I don’t know when.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandmother, her maiden and when she was born?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Sherilda Justice Sisson.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was she born?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Coalfield.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what about your mother side of the family, your grandfather and your grandmother there?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Harry White.  He was born in Clinton, Tennessee, and Matilda Mullins White.  And she was born in her own county.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your father, tell me about what you know about his school history.

MRS. HUDDLESTON: 
He finished the 8th grade in Coalfield. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother school history?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
She finished 8th grade at Petros.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have sisters and brothers?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t have any sisters but I had six brothers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what are their names?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
William David Sisson, Jr., Warren George Sisson, Harry Albert Sisson and Wendell Quinton Sisson, Ronnie Lynn Sisson and Perry Wayne Sisson. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were your brothers born?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
WD, William David was born at Windrock and Moran was born at Windrock and the rest of them were born in Oliver Springs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, I presumed these were births at the home.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
The first two were born at home and the rest were born at Dr. Stone’s clinic.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In Oliver Springs?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did your father do?  What was his work?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He operated and owned a saw mill for the Windrock Coal Company.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother work?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, not in the early years, but in later years. She worked in Bruner’s Cleaning in Oak Ridge.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, how far away Windrock from Oliver Springs here?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Five miles.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And describe to me what type of house you lived in when you first was born and you lived in Windrock, and where was that family home?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.  They called it the top of Windrock, that’s where the mining camp was.  And I lived there and it was just typical house in those days with – I can’t remember.  I was too young to remember really what it look like.  I just go by what my mother said.  And then we moved to Lower Windrock and my father built our house.  We had three bedrooms, living room, dining room and a kitchen.  Of course, we didn’t have a bathroom. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have any running water in the house?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A spring outside or well?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Had a well down the foot of the hill we called it.  We had to carry the water up the hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you born in this first house on top of Windrock Mountain?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So at the time, you started to school, where did you attend school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
At Lower Windrock.  We had a two room school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did you have walked to school each day?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
About how far was that from the home?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
About a mile. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And tell me what typical school looked like there in Windrock.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
At that time, it was a little school.  Of course we had the pot bellied stove right in the middle of the floor and it had windows all around the side of it.  We had real good desk and the teacher had a nice desk. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a lot of children that attended the school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Quite a few.  I don’t remember exactly how many. 
MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what grades was it at the school?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
One through eight.  I went to all of them there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember any of your teachers’ names?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.  My first grade teacher was Ms. Margaret Disney.  My second grade teacher was Mr. Disney. After that, there was Minster came and he was the teacher up until about 5th grade. Then Mrs. Onelda Halburnt was our teacher through the 8th grade. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the classes, like the first grade and second and third and so on, were they all together or did they separate them?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They brought out together.  They just had been quiet.  Our teachers gave us some work to do while they were having their other classes and she gave us plenty of it, too. We didn’t have time to talk.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When the 8th graders have been instructed then the other children and the other classes were doing work and had to be quiet, that’s what you’re saying?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.  Except, a right guard teacher, was very brilliant teacher.  She really figured out things to do.  She would get somebody in the 8th grade that was – she called it working above the level of the 7th grade.  Of course, she took the 7th grade and let them have the students that were having problems in the lower grades while she was having 8th grade class.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She was very smart.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
She was really good I think of it a lot of times.  The only thing I didn’t like about her, she passed me from the 7th to the 9th and I didn’t care for that because I’ve already passed from 3rd to the 5th and that made me too much younger than high school students.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like to go to school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I loved it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what was the typical dress of a girl in those days when you went to school, what did you wear?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We didn’t wear pants or overalls.  We wore dresses that our mother made and we had to wear those tan socks at all times except when it’s hot. We wore coats and hats just like they do now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of shoe did you wear, is it lace up shoe?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Lace up, yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember the boys wore when they went to school?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They were overalls most of the time.  Some of them wear pants, but they weren’t jeans.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when a boy wore overall, did he wear shirt underneath him or did he just --

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, he wore shirt and it was homemade shirt.  His mother probably made, most of them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So about when did the school start in those days.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
September, after Labor Day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And it would run through June?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, the last May I think and I’m not sure but I think it did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, they start all kinds of different months of the year.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
But we didn’t get breaks.  We just went to school nine months long.  We got off for Christmas and that’s it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If it’s snow, you went anyway?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We went anyway if it snow right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after the 8th grade, what school did you attend?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oliver Spring High School.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then how did you get from where you live from Oliver Springs High School?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, the first two years, my daddy and two or three people had cars and they swapped that and bring us. Just few went to high school.  And then the county got a bus and we rode the bus.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In between each school year, during the summer time, what did you do during the summer time? 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, my father had a big garden and a big field of corn.  He would have eight or ten rows of tomatoes and about 12 or 15 rows of potatoes because workers he had, a lot of them, spend their money before they got it.  And then Daddy helped them through by giving them food to eat and he did raise it. I helped him plant all the gardens and we had nine cows and healthy milk.  I had five to milk and he had four and to feed the horses.  It was fun.  I enjoyed it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Are you the oldest of your brothers?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, oldest, right.  And my brother WD had heart problem and he couldn’t help. The others, Warren wasn’t born until I was 11 years old.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about Christmas time at home on Windrock Mountain, what do you remember about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t really remember it because I was just little.  I do remember at the bottom.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
So I was three.  I remember my mother telling me what she did one time, her and my father.  You know what a rail horse is?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was born in September and she said that they want to go shopping there at the store and she said she and Daddy brought me down the incline on that rail horse.  And you can imagine, and that was December.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that something on a truck and they pull it up and down?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It was a thing that they put on the rail and it was open.  It just had two seats on it and you came down that open air incline.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that the only way you could get off of the mountain?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.  The only way you could get off, except when miners came off on man car. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did your mother get groceries for the family?  Did she grow everything there with the garden or did she have a grocery store she went to?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, we had a commissary and we grew all the fruits and vegetables we ate. But of course, she hasn’t had other things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your father ran a saw mill at that time?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall was he busy?  Did he have a lot of wood to cut and who he cut the wood for, do you remember?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He cut for Windrock Coal Company.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many years did you live in that particular house?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
From the time I move there and I got married.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And the date you got married was what?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
November 18, 1945.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was quite long time in one place.  Now, when you come to Oliver Springs to school and rode a school bus to school, what was the difference when you at the school in Oliver Springs and the school that you attended prior to that. What do you remember different about the school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, we have to change classes and have a different teacher every class and that’s really about the difference.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where you able to choose some subject you wanted to take or were you required to take basics?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was able to choose what I wanted.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of your teachers that you had when you attended Oliver Springs?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, I remember quite few of them.  Joe Earnest was my Spanish teacher and Ms. Ruth Sharp was my English teacher and her sister Faith was the librarian and Professor Britton, the principal taught some of the classes and Nevin Smith was my Chemistry and Biology teacher and Science teacher.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like high school?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, I loved school.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
During the summers in between each grade, what did you do when you were in high school?  Did you still have to --

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Same thing I always did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Same thing, working in the garden?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you do anything for your fun other than working in the garden?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, our church groups would a get together and on Sunday afternoon, we’d walk from Windrock to Oliver Springs. A group of us walked the road.  That was a fun.  It was fun.  We walked to get ice cream because you couldn’t get ice cream up there in a cone.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how long did it take you to walk from there to Oliver Springs?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember. It was three or four miles. It didn’t take too long because we walked fast.  We had to be back about in time to go the church.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What church did you attend?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I just had one up there, Union Valley Baptist, it’s still there.  My father was choir director.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you sing in the choir?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned that you got married, what was your husband’s name?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Lawrence Huddleston.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you meet him?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I met him at Hoskins Drug Store in Clinton.  It happened that he was with a friend of mine and the friend introduced me to him.  Not too long after that, he was there again. He asked me out and that was where I met him.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where you live in when he asked you out?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was working in Magnet Mill at Clinton.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He’s still living at Windrock?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how did you get to work?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, I walked.  Because I worked at Magent Mill and I stayed right there below Hoskins Drug Store.  A woman let the two of us stay.  There was another girl who stayed with her.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 Now, when you got out of high school, graduate from high school, is that where you went to work?  Is that your first job you had?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I went to summer school with my 8th grade teacher at University of Tennessee that summer.  Then that fall, the superintendent of Anderson County called and asked me to teach on top of Windrock. I was only going to school those two six weeks and back then, you could teach.  Well, I talked to my father about it and he said, “Well, you can ride the man car up.” I rode every morning.  So I rode the man car up that mountain. It was full of miners. I taught that year.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What grade was that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Fourth through eight.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you had learned from your previous teacher how to handle all that I guess?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I had five boys in eight grade that were older than I was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was quite unusual. 
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I can’t imagine it but they weren’t like they are now. They were really nice too and respected me as a teacher.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, you’re just pretty smart gal to be able to teach boys older than you.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, I just did the best I could.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what were your job duties at Magnet Mills?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Pairing hose.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
What does mean?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, you take hose and made them the same length, all of them had to be the same length, size, same color and all that.  Just have to match them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when they make hose, there may be different lengths obviously --

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They were in different lengths.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You just received all together and you had to go and start separating.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did you do that job?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I just worked there a year because I decided that I was going to go back to teach and then I said, “No, I’m going to college because I’m going to teach.” 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you were teaching in the school house, did they pay you for teaching or did you just do that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh yes, they paid me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much did you make?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I made $78 a month.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s a lot of money in those though.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It sure was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about at Magnet Mills, do you recall what you made there?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I don’t recall what I made there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So tell me about after Magnet Mills, what did you do then?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
After Magnet Mills, when Oak Ridge came along, I told my daddy I’m going over there and apply for a job.  He said, “Well, tell you what, we’ll both go.”  So I went to Oak Ridge and applied.  I got the job. They had to run it clear by my parents and so you know, why they did that was because they knew it couldn’t do anything because you got to be 18, but I did.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember where you went in Oak Ridge to apply for the job?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It seems to me like it was down, well what they called the bus terminals or somewhere, I’m not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you your father get a job too?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was his job here?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He worked in sheet metal.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your job?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Calutron operator.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any idea what a calutron operator was?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Not at that time, I didn’t know what I was doing.  I was just doing it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you remember the first day that you went to work and how it was, where you went, where you reported?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We were on the bus and had a badge that told what area that we were supposed to get off for the bus and it told of what building where we were supposed to work.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when I got there, they search the bus.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They took a flash light and went all over to see if everybody had a badge and I don’t know what they were looking for. Then we went to the building and started training.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were you living when you and your father went to apply for job, still at Windrock?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Still at Windrock, at the foot of Windrock.  They called it Lower Windrock.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did he drive a car at that time?  How did you get there?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He had a car but we rode a bus.  I think there was a bus stop, I can remember we could get a book tickets for a month for $5.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you catch the bus?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We caught it from where we lived.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So they had a bus that was going to Oak Ridge.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It was going to Oak Ridge. They had buses that were going to surrounding areas, everywhere.  And you know I was thinking and I’d like to know what this is really.  It seems to me like the bus had a hook up on the back of it and it was something like where you haul cattle.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Cattle car.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was such a thing called a cattle car that people rode in.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, something like that, open yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So like you see it, Dollywood where you ride around.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  There were so many people that they had to do something.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They had to do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, you’re right.  There was.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you got a job at Y 12, the calutron operator and when you arrived there on the bus, how did you know which, where to go and what building out there you were supposed to go?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They’d showed us.  They’d showed us what building.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it someone there to wait on you to take you to the building?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, I think, I’m not sure if there was someone there or whether the guard showed us where to go. Our badge indicated where to go.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you referred to a search of the bus, was that – when the bus came through the gate.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
When it got stopped at the gate.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oliver Springs Gate.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Then we went to the Plant Gate, the same thing happened there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you got to the building, tell me what you can remember that took place?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We just went in where those – we called them cubicles then, where the cubicles were and went to work.  I have training, I have finished my training.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did they take you to do training?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember, in that building -- 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the same building?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And tell me about what you had to do?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
What I had to do, I had to sit on a stool. I had two panels on the apparatus that I was operating. All that was there was knobs and there were gauges, there were meters. When we were in our training, they told us when the – they had a certain range that they wanted that meter to be, and told us if it went too far to the left or too far to the right it was time for us to get it back in that range. We had to just pay attention, the whole time watching because it could get out just like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did you do to get it back in the right?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
You took that knob or knobs, you worked them, so you got it back. If you couldn’t get it back, there was a supervisor in the back of the room that you would call and they would come to help you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever hear the term called “spot checkers” that people would come around and make sure that the operators had the gauges where they were supposed to be?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I didn’t know what they called them but I know they did that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, someone told me it was a spot checker.  Maybe operators gave that person that name but that’s what their job was -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We gave the cubicle a name “flurry” when it got completely out of range and they did a shut down.  But when it shut down, we picked up the telephone and called the maintenance man and we didn’t know who they were or anything about them.  We just called them and they came and got what we called an E-box.  They got it out of the bottom of the cubicle and they left with it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they put another one back in its place?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did that box look like?  Do you remember?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember.  We didn’t know what it was or what was in it.  They didn’t tell us anything.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you call them on the phone, did you have a number on your cubicle that you tell them they come to?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, we knew our number or how to get them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you were in training, what do you remember about them telling you about best secrecy?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
When I was in training?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Or when you first hired in?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They told us when I was in training that we were not supposed to relay anything about that room.  We were not supposed to tell anybody what we were doing or we just weren’t supposed to talk about it not even to the people that we were working with. You learned to do it and you’re not going to believe this today, I mean until all this started.  I didn’t think about it much because I just learned to not to.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall some billboards and signs that said don’t talk and so forth?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about that?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They were just everywhere.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just to remind everybody not to talk.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Just a reminder by do what you were told to do, and if somebody started been nosy and wanted ask you everything and if it was one of your operators and want to talk too much about it.  For some reason, I disappeared.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
[inaudible].

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
If you were going to work, you are going to have to keep your mouth shut up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you work shift work?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your shift?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
3 to 11, 11 to 7, and 7 to 3.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you were sitting on you strew watching the gauges, did you a break during your shift?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We went to the bathroom and that’s about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did someone have to come to relieve you when you left your panel?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how did you go back in getting someone to come to relieve you?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I remember supervisor did it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who the supervisor was that you work for?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.  We had someone that have to do that and I don’t know that they called them supervisor.  It seem like they were. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They may have been a fill in relief person.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They were there all the shift.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how many you ladies were in that particular area on your shift?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, how was it sitting on the stew all day long, eight hours?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
You got tired but you had to keep your eyes open and watch all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the stools have backs on?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, do you recall any kind of situation that was most unusual or anything that happened all the time you work as operator?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.  It seem that everything seem to go pretty smooth.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you left your shift in the afternoon and you started back home, did you catch the bus at Y-12 and then return back to Windrock.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you know which bus to get on?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
When I had a number I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were there something on, above the windshield [inaudible] or something that told you where it was gone?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Some kind of mark and I don’t remember exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But you had bus tickets throughout for the bus?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you got a book for $5.  Do you recall where you went and got bus tickets?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, during your shift when you went to eat lunch, did you take your own lunch?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
You know I was trying to figure that out.  I don’t remember what we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had cafeteria on the side.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They had a cafeteria, but I think I took my lunch but I’m not sure.  That’s one thing I have been trying to remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, did you have a certain area that you ate lunch or did you have to eat lunch right in front of your -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember that either. It must not been very important to me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the ladies that worked beside you, who they were?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, not the ones that work beside me, but some that worked on that shift that I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And who were they?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They were Lucy Sides and her sister Evelyn Robinson and they were from Columbia, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they stay in a dormitory in Oak Ridge or do you know where they stay?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, they stayed in a dorm.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, you mentioned you met your husband in Clinton. When would that have been?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He was 29 when I met him, it was 1943 .

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you guys got married after certain period of time, where was the wedding held?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He got drafted. We didn’t get married until he returned from the war.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, where you live while he was in the military?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I’m still at home, in Windrock.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Still in Windrock.  When did you -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I was at the foot of the mountain, Lower Windrock.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Foot of the mountain.  When did you leave the foot of the mountain and come to Oak Ridge?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
To Oak Ridge?  After I got married.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was the date of the marriage?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
November 18th in ‘45.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when did you first live in Oak Ridge?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We live in the Gamble Valley Trailer Park and they lived there until they brought the flattops in, and then we got a flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about the trailer, what did it look like inside?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It just wasn’t very big, because we had a wash house where we had to go for the bathroom and to wash everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there any running water inside the trailer?  Do you recall having above the sink to catch it on a pole that you put water in and then let the water out?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.  That’s all I had.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But in order to use the bathroom or take a shower, you had to go to the bath house?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right, we had to go to the bath house.  It wasn’t too far down from where we were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have wooden sidewalks in the trailer camp?  Do you remember?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I think they did, but it was muddy all around it though.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you go to buy groceries when you live in the Gamble Valley trailer?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I think A&P is where we went.  I think they had – it was there at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ride the bus service that was available?  Is that how you got around?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how long did you live in the Gamble Valley Trailer Camp?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We didn’t live there too long.  As quick I got those flattops, we moved in a one bed room flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was it located?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Bryn Mawr Cirlce.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s on the west in Oak Ridge, I believe.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe what a one bedroom flattop looks like?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We had a living room.  It was as big as the side of the flattop. We had a kitchen and a bathroom and bedroom.  That’s what it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back in the trailer that you lived in, do you remember how it was heated?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I don’t, a stove or some kind.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you live there during the summer time, in the winter, or both?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We lived there in the winter.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So I guess the air-conditioning of the trailer would be to open windows.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The flattop, do you remember what kind of heat it had?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like the flattop better than the trailer?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, yes.  It was nicer.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Quite a bit bigger too.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, you had indoor plumbing.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, yes.  It was pretty nice.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, was that the first house you lived in that had indoor plumbing?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you really thought you were in [inaudible].  When on Bryn Mawr Circle then, where did you go to get groceries from that are?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, I used to walk up to Robertsville Road.  There was a shopping center not too far and not too far to walk.  I have been that is far but I walk up there and would get groceries.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the name of that grocery store?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I don’t, but it was there -- 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s right on Robertsville when -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think there’s a market there today. 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Close to [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
And then after my son was born, I used to roll him up there.  I went there and back.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, when did your husband come back out of the military?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
In ‘45.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where were you living when he came back from the military?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, I was still at home with my parents.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, so okay, so then he came out in the military and then -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
That’s when we move to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.  What did he do when he move to Oak Ridge?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He was a guard at first, got a job at K-25 as a guard and then he take some training at that Y-12.  He was a manager of some kind tool department.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At K-25?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No.  At Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how long he worked at K-25?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Not too long, just until that job came through.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when he was at Y-12, do you remember how long work at Y-12?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He died on the job August 23, 1971.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you live in the flattop, you mentioned your son was born, did you live in the flattop then?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your son’s name?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Larry.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And he was born in Oak Ridge Hospital?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the birth date?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
March 18, 1949, and from what they told to me he was the last baby born before they open the gates.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Pretty much.  How long did you live in the flattop?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He was about a year old when we moved in a duplex to apartments together up on Ivy Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that a TDU?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, let me back up.  When you were working as a cubicle operator, how long did you work at that job?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I worked from August in ‘44 to September in ‘45, 13 months.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how come you quit or did you quit?  Why was the job stopped?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I worked a month after they dropped the bomb.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where they laid off cubicle operators after that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember that.  I just know that my husband-to-be was on his way home and he didn’t want me to work anymore at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long, did you move out of the flattop to the TDU and tell me what TDU looks like inside?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We had two bedrooms and a big living room and kitchen, bathroom, and utility room.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So it’s quite a bit bigger than the flat top?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, it was quite a bit bigger.  We had master bedroom, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But you have neighbors on the other end of the TDU?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how it was heated?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We had to use coal, because that’s the reason we move because my son had pneumonia four times before he was 18 months old and the doctor figured that he was allergic to that coal. We build a house coal free in Coalfield, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what you remember about the gate [inaudible] in Oak Ridge?  Did you attend in the gate ceremonies?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was in the hospital.  He was born just a few minutes before midnight, before it opened -- 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s right, you did say that.  Tell me about washing your clothes when you lived in any of your houses in Oak Ridge?  How did you do that?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t have a washing machine when I lived Ivy Lane and I washed them at home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a clothes line outside?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Right.  And I think I did the same thing.  I don’t know when we lived in other places because I don’t remember having a washing machine or not, but I know I had one when I lived on Ivy Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how your neighbors were?  Were people friendly back in those days?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what you remember about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, I don’t remember much about our neighbors in the trailer because we didn’t stay there too long.  In the flattop, we had some real good neighbors.  In fact, we exchange our Christmas cards. They live in Hope, Arkansas. They were both 17 years old and we sort of took care of them when they needed help.  We had some other friends that my husband worked with. We all went to church together.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the house number of the flat top you live in?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the TDU?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t remember it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after you live in the TDU, where did you moved then?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Coalfield.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
You build house out there?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back to Oak Ridge, do you remember the man who delivered milk to the houses in those days?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, sir.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about what you remember that day?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I just remembered I put my bottle outside if I wanted two quarts. I put a two quart bottle out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you pay for it?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I remember he brought it and I went out and paid for it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember anything like a rolling store that would come around and sell things?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of items did they have in a rolling store?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Canned goods and – 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t really remember. I didn’t buy from it.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you mentioned mud, tell me about the mud situation in Oak Ridge?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Mud, it was everywhere when I work over there. It was still there when we live in the trailer, but it was a little different after that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a telephone in those days?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I don’t seem like we had one at first.  I’m pretty sure we did on Ivy Lane, because I had to call the doctor many times to come out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were you when they dropped the bomb on Japan in 1945?  Do you recall?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was at work.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what did you think about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We didn’t know until I think it was the next day before they release it.  I don’t really think the papers knew all about it at the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It came out in the newspaper, I guess maybe the next day because -- 

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, anyway they told us what happened. I remember them saying that they had dropped the bomb and a lot of people were killed. The war would be over. They told us we had a part in it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they tell what part you [inaudible]?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, not then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you learn about what you were doing?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I didn’t learn exactly until all of this started when I got the reading about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So many years later you figured out what you were doing all the time?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I just knew we had a part and then I thought, “I had a part in killing all of those people.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you recall a lot of people celebrating about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, yes, everybody screaming, making signs and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall this in Jefferson shopping area?  Did you do much shopping in the Jefferson shopping area?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, I went to Jefferson.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever attend the museum that was there next to Jefferson?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, I was there once, I think, but I don’t remember too much about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about what year was that you moved out in Oak Ridge to build your new home?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We moved out there in 1952.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And he wasn’t working anymore in Oak Ridge, is that right?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, not at that time, no.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after your husband passed away, did you go to work?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, he didn’t pass away for a while.  I mean you know he died in ‘71.  You ask me if he worked in Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay, I understand it.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He died in ‘71, but I started back to school when I got at Coalfield and started back to teaching.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you take?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I taught first grade at Coalfield Elementary School.

 MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any first graders that were older than you?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, I didn’t have a bad experience anymore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was quite unusual.  Did you like to teach in first grade?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Yes, I taught it for eight years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And after that, did you continue teaching?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I went to teach in high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What grades did you teach in high school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was counselor at Coalfield High School. We didn’t have enough students for full-time counselors. I taught English and was part-time counselor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell what a counselor’s job is all about.

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I listen to the student’s problems and helped them in any way I could. I was in charge of testing, also.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever find a time that you really just couldn’t help a student?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you feel about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Terrible.  You do all you can or think you can do. After Coalfield, I was the counselor at Oliver Springs High School for 29 years.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many years were you a teacher?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Altogether?  Thirty nine years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, did you ever – you always lived in that house and did you ever go back in to Oak Ridge and move back to Oak Ridge?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
No, we lived in the same home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you finish teaching, did you work at or do anything else other than teaching?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I was a Weight Watchers leader for 10 years.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
You retired from that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I retired from counseling. In Oliver Springs.  I was counselor there for 29 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did your son go to school?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He went to Coalfield High School and graduated from Tennessee Tech University.  My daughter attended Oliver Springs High School and graduated from Tennessee Tech University, also. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
[inaudible]

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
He went to Coalfield the whole time and went to college until he graduated.  My daughter went to Coalfield when she is 9th grader and that’s when I went to Oliver Springs and she went with me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what’s your daughter’s name?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Karen Mayes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was she born and what was her date of birth?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
She was born right after we moved to Coalfield on May 15, 1953.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was she born?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Baptist Hospital, Knoxville.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where are your daughter and son now?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
My son lives at Oak Ridge and my daughter lives in Georgia.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have grandchildren?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many do you have?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I have to count them.  Five.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do they live close, some live in Georgia, some here?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
They all live in Georgia.  No, I have six counting the one that is adapted daughter’s daughter and them my grandson lives in Reno, Nevada.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned back when we were talking about you’re working at Y-12 and you heard about dropping the bomb, what was your feeling about that?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
When they first told us, it really bothered me, it upset me because I realized that this bomb killed a lot of people and it really bothered me quite a while.  I kept thinking about it and I had to just figure it out you know what I was going to have.  I could continue feel like this or what else could I do about it, and I was thinking that my husband to be might get killed, if they hadn’t done that. I already had some friends that got killed, and I thought that this was war and that’s just something you have to do. I just accepted it, but then it comes back to me once in a while, but you just have to accept it [inaudible].  It’s been all through history.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think of anything that we hadn’t talked about that you like to talk about?  Do you remember anything?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
I just remember when my husband and I were both very unhappy because we couldn’t find the Baptist church for a long time.  We went to the Church of Christ at Oak Ridge and we started going because we were going to a church. Then one Sunday it happened to say to the lady that was sitting by me, I said, “Do you happen to know where there is a Baptist church over here?”  I said, “No offense to your church, but do you know?” She said, “Yes, there was one at Robertsville.”  So we went and started going to Robertsville Baptist Church. They had a school there at Robertsville before Oak Ridge came along.  So we went to church in the auditorium at Robertsville, at the old school and it was Robertsville Baptist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who the minister was at that time?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
It was Rev. Davis.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long you attend Robertsville Baptist?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
We attended until we went to Coalfield.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What church did you attend today?
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Centeral Baptist at Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you get from Robertsville to Central Baptist, I guess, or from Coalfield?  How did you get [inaudible] with Central Baptist Church?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Well, back when my son was saved, we didn’t have baptistery at our church at Coalfield.  So, our pastor got approval to take several candidates there.  We took them over there and baptized them. Then when my husband died, of course, I still went to Coalfield but then after my son and daughter went to college and graduated, of course got married and went on their way. Then I took care of my mother. After she died, I didn’t want to live there anymore because was gone but me. So I sell my home and I went to Oliver Springs. I was afraid to drive to Coalfield. When it was raining, I couldn’t see well, and I couldn’t go unless it was pretty days. So I just said something to my brother, Warren, about it and he said, “I’ll come get you.”  So I have been going there for eight years, and he came and got me and took me back until my son moved to Oak Ridge, and he started going with me. He comes and gets me now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Through all the things you’ve seen in your lifetime, what do you think one of the most amazing things you’ve ever saying is?

MRS. HUDDLESTON:
That I’m ever saying?  Well, I’ve seen a lot of things and done a lot of things, but I think the most amazing things is when I had my children. Then my grandchildren, and my great-grandchildren. To think that, as somebody said to me the day I was looking at my last little great-grandchild, “Just think, you started all of this.”  I hadn’t thought of it that way. They are all so precious.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, there are certain a lot of things that has happened in your lifetime that’s hard to imagine but what you said about the birth of your children is most important I think as well.  Ruth, it has been a pleasure to interview you.  You’re one of the few left calutron girls in this area and we all are proud of what you young people did in those days and you really save the country.  Thank you again.
MRS. HUDDLESTON:
Thank you and “God bless you.”
[End of Interview]
[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mrs. Huddleston’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
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