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MR. MCDANIEL:  This is Keith McDaniel and today is June 28, 2016. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge, and this is the, this is the final COROH [Center for Oak Ridge Oral History] oral history interview that I'm doing for this fiscal year, with the fiscal year being over in a couple of days. And, I wanted to do one with someone who I think just is a fascinating person. It's Pat Hope. Pat, thank you so much for being here, and coming in and talking to me.

MRS. HOPE:  Well, thank you for asking me, Keith.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Pat, now I know, I know something about you, because I used to work for you, when we were both in the newspaper business.

MRS. HOPE:  That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A lifetime ago, it seems. But, but I know you've got an interesting life story, and you've done some interesting things in Oak Ridge, and I want to talk about those.

MRS. HOPE:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, why don't we start at the beginning, though. Why don't you tell me where you were born, and you were raised, and something about your family.

MRS. HOPE:  Well, I was born and raised in Harriman, Tennessee, which is in Roane County, next door to us here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  I grew up in, I went to, actually, went to 12 different schools as a child. We moved around a lot, but mostly in and out of Roane County.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MRS. HOPE:  I had a step-father, but I, I went to live with my grandparents, when I was about 11.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  So, I lived with them, until I met my husband.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In Harriman?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In Harriman? Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  They were in Harriman. So, I lived with them for about three years, living in ... Then, I met Chuck Hope, Sr., and he was, he was also from Harriman, but he had just gotten out of the service ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and was in the Army. So, he and I met, and I dropped out of school, and we got married, and ... (laughter) had kids.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, you were pretty young when you got married.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And he ... he's several years older than you.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, he was several years ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... older than me. But, we got married, and a couple of months later, we went to Chicago. So, that was quite a, a culture change for me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet.
MRS. HOPE:  Of course, I'd never been to a big city like that. I remember, we, we went through a couple of experiences that were, kind of, harrowing, but, you know, it was all good.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We had Chuck, Jr., there. Then, moved back to Tennessee for a short time, for six months.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, Chuck, Chuck is, he's your oldest son.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, he's our oldest son.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  He's, he's now serving on Oak Ridge City Council.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  And, he also has a local business here ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, yeah, everybody ...

MRS. HOPE:  ... that my husband started.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, everybody in Oak Ridge knows Chuck.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Chuck Hope, yeah, so ... But ...
MRS. HOPE:  Well, and, when we came back to Tennessee, in '63, Chuck was about, he was just about a year, just about a year old, not quite a year old.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We, that was a time, we were here during the time that Kennedy died.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  That the, President Kennedy was assassinated.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, I lived with my grandparents, while Chuck went to Florida to find work. So, he had gone to Chicago, and now he was gone to Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, he sent for me, and we wound up moving to Jacksonville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you? Ok.

MRS. HOPE:  And Roger, our second son, was born there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. Now, now, what did Chuck do? What did Chuck, Sr., do?

MRS. HOPE:  Chuck was a mechanic. He was a lifelong mechanic, and we owned several businesses that were related to that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MRS. HOPE:  We had a small engine repair, an automotive repair, wrecker service. At one time, we were on the corner of the Turnpike and Illinois, and we had, we had wrecker business, service station, car lot, and automotive repair…
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  …and, a used car rental place.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I can, I can remember that. I can remember when I was little and used to come to Oak Ridge.

MRS. HOPE:  We even had the bus station, for a short while.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, we'll get to that in a few minutes. But, so, you moved back, and you moved to Jacksonville, because Chuck had work there.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And you said, Roger, your second son ...

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, he was born in Jacksonville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... was born there.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, when he was still a baby, just a couple of months old, we moved to West Palm Beach, Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MRS. HOPE:  And that's where Terry was born, our youngest.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you stayed there for a while, didn't you?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, we stayed there for almost 13 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's what I was thinking.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, we decided we wanted to come back to Tennessee, so we started thinking along that line.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  Chuck thought that he could open a small engine repair shop here. So, we did in Solway, just about the time they were building the new Solway Bridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really? About when, so that was, when was that? '70s?

MRS. HOPE:  That was in the mid-'70s.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Mid-'70s. You know, it just amazes to me, amazing to me that I don't think I ever went from Oak Ridge to Knoxville, when I was a kid. So, I never, I never knew that bridge didn't exist, you know, for a long time. (laughter)

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it an old bridge that was there?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, the old bridge was very narrow and, kind of, scary, you know, to go across.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Kind of like that green bridge that was in Kingston.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, absolutely, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I remember that, for sure.

MRS. HOPE:  But a lot of people didn't want that old bridge torn down, because it was very picturesque.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, sure.

MRS. HOPE:  Somewhere we have a picture of it, you know, but ... But, it took a good portion of our business lot ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, it did.
MRS. HOPE:  ... where we were there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, the building is still there. The very first building on the right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  On the right, yeah, sure.

MRS. HOPE:  That's where Chuck's Small Engine Repair was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok, all right. So ... So, you came back, you said, in the mid-'70s, and Chuck opened up that shop there. And then, they, the bridge was built. So, tell me, did you live in Oak Ridge when you moved back, or did you live in Roane County?

MRS. HOPE:  No, we lived in Oak Ridge when we ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?
MRS. HOPE:  ... from the very beginning. We rented a house, and then later, bought that house on Waltham Place, off of West Outer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We really, you know, the kids liked it there, and we brought the dog, and the whole nine yards.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  So, we lived there for a while. We moved a couple of times, around Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  But, the kids experienced different school districts a few times.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did they? Yeah, yeah, I'm sure. So, you ended up with three boys.

MRS. HOPE:  Three boys.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. And they weren't that far apart in age, were they?
MRS. HOPE:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, so.
MRS. HOPE:  No, 22 months, and 13 months.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, that's like my, my, I'm in between two girls, in my family, and my older sister, I think, is 22 months, and my younger sister's 12, 13, 14 months, something like that. 

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Almost exactly the same, so ...

MRS. HOPE:  Almost.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But ... So ... So, tell me about Chuck's businesses, and what all he did, and where he was located, and all that kind of stuff.

MRS. HOPE:  Well, Chuck was, you know, really independent, so he liked having his own business. Although, he did work for a number of shops, and car dealerships, and he used to go to the auction, as we were talking about earlier, and buy cars, and sell them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Fix them up and sell them.

MRS. HOPE:  So, anything to do with cars, even racing, which he had done.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We were always in some type of car business.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  Car-related business.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  When we built on the corner of the Turnpike, and Illinois, where the old Gulf station used to be.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MRS. HOPE:  We put a temporary office there. A mobile unit.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  I think it was the first mobile unit in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MRS. HOPE:  But, we opened that up, and had a car lot there. Then, eventually, bought the service station next door. It was a Gulf, for a while and then, it became BP [British Petroleum] .

MR. MCDANIEL:  I remember when it was Gulf. I can, I mean, it was, it was an old, classic-looking ...

MRS. HOPE:  classic.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... you know, service station, wasn't it?

MRS. HOPE:  It certainly was. Of course, Chuck, Jr., right out of high school, he came to work with us.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, later, he and his dad moved down the Turnpike to ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  ... the building next to where he is now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. They're right there on the hill, right there next to where, where Chuck's new place is.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, what we used to call the Bruner Hill, because, because ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Bruner's, Bruner's ...
MRS. HOPE:  ... Bruner's Supermarket ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... was there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's exactly right, it's exactly right. You know, I guess you went to Bruner's. Did you go to Bruner's a lot?
MRS. HOPE:  Oh, I did, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you know the fellow who managed it?

MRS. HOPE:  I did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you know, he works at Kroger?

MRS. HOPE:  He works at Kroger, and I just saw him the other day. He and I always have ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's, Hoyt Padgett, is his name.
MRS. HOPE:   ...and, we always have a big conversation. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  I interviewed him, I guess, last year some time. Somebody said, you need to talk with him.

MRS. HOPE:  Oh, he ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I thought, it was fascinating.

MRS. HOPE:  I'm sure he was a good one.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, he was. So ... (laughs)

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, I get a kick out of Hoyt ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... every time I see him.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, so Bruner Hill, so you, and so, Chuck and, Chuck and Chuck, father and son, they worked there.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, and it became Chuck's Car Care Center, then ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  ... you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Exactly.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, later on, I think, it was about 2008, that Chuck, Jr., built the new place, where he is now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  His dad was still alive, but he was, he was retired, by then.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, yeah, sure, sure, exactly. And Chuck, as Chuck told me, I remember, he said, "Yeah," he said, "when, when Dad retired, we got out of the towing business." (laughter) So ...
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, I think they, you know, Chuck, Chuck, Sr., went on all the police calls that, you know, and you would get them at all hours of the night.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure.

MRS. HOPE:  So, it was quite a time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure that was a tough thing, having a towing business was ...

MRS. HOPE:  Well, you know, it was, but it was also pretty interesting, too. I mean ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MRS. HOPE:  ... he, sort of, had his finger on the pulse of all that happened in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I bet he did, I bet he did. 

MRS. HOPE:  At least the late night things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, the late night, he knew, he knew who was getting in trouble, didn't he?

MRS. HOPE:  He absolutely did, yes. (laughter) That's what he used against our kids. He told them, no matter what you do, I will know it. And he, pretty much, did. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  (coughs) Excuse me. 

MRS. HOPE:  Because I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's funny.

MRS. HOPE:  I remember them thinking, "Well, how did Dad know that?" And, he just always ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  He just ...

MRS. HOPE:  ... found out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... he knew. He always knew ...

MRS. HOPE:  He did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... what was going on. I had, I interviewed a lady not too long ago, and, and she said, she and her -- she ended up being a single mother to teenaged boys. She didn't really know how to handle them very well. They were, kind of, wild, she said. She said, but the police department was, they were very good to her. She said, one night she got a phone call from the police, and said, "Do you know where your, your sons are?" She said, "Yeah, they're downstairs in the basement with some friends." And he says, "Oh, no they're not." (laughter) They were out gallivanting, getting into trouble, so ... So, Oak Ridge really is, kind of, a small town, you know.
MRS. HOPE:  It is a very small town.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, so ...

MRS. HOPE:  I'm sure mine got into plenty of trouble.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well ...
MRS. HOPE:  But, we were able to, you know, we, I think, we did give them a good work ethic.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  You know, we've always been very proud of them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And so, so, your husband, Chuck, he retired.
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And he passed away not too long ago, didn't he?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, he died in March of 2014.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's right, that's right. I remember.

MRS. HOPE:  He had pneumonia.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MRS. HOPE:  But, he had cancer. In 2000, he was diagnosed with cancer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  Non-Hodgkins lymphoma.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  But, he survived that for 14 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MRS. HOPE:  So, that was really good.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, I remember, I remember when we worked together, he was a, he was, kind of, a big fellow.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Kind of had a belly, you know.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, you know, the last few years I saw him, he had trimmed down. Was that because of the, the illness, or ... ?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, mostly. He, he lost about 65 pounds.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, yeah, it made a big difference.

MR. MCDANIEL:  He looked, he looked different. 

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Anyway, he did look different. 

MRS. HOPE:  He did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, anyway ... Well, let's talk about your career.
MRS. HOPE:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok? So, I know you were, you were a young mother of three boys. And when you moved to Oak -- did you work before you came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes. I was mostly secretaries, receptionist, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  And, when I came to Oak Ridge, I enrolled in a creative writing class, taught by Sandra Plant.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  Sandra Plant used to be with Roane State, and she was an Oak Ridger.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  She was well-known in this area, and she taught a class that a bunch of us went to, and I absolutely loved it. Even before then, I had written poetry, and stories to my kids, you know, and things like that. Knew I wanted to write, but I really didn't know it, how badly I wanted to write, until I took her class.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  She held a contest, at the end of her class, that included people from her Oak Ridge class, and some from a Lenoir City class. So, we all got together, and had a meal, and they gave out the awards, and my friend, June Boone, who was another Oak Ridger, and I, kind of, swept the awards that year. (laughter) So, that, kind of, got in our blood, and we started taking other writing courses, and going to conferences.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We formed something called the East Tennessee Writers, and we would meet at each other’s home once a, once a month. At first, we met every other week.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  But later, you know, we changed it to monthly.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  So, we would have a dessert, and then, talk about writing, read each other's work. That's where I really, you know, built up my confidence, you know, that I could sell writing. I was able to sell a few magazine articles, and win some more awards, and things like that. So, it really became a, a fun thing to look forward to. That was a big part of my life.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And then, eventually, it led to the creation of the Tennessee Mountain Writers Workshop? Is that right?

MRS. HOPE:  That's right. As early as 1985, we thought about bringing some kind of writing activity to this area, because we were driving to South Georgia, to Kentucky, to Virginia, to Alabama. We were going to those places to attend writing conferences. There really wasn't anything in East Tennessee. So, we held a weekend-long conference in '85, and invited a bunch of the people we had met at other conferences.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MRS. HOPE:  And, they, they loved it, you know, they absolutely loved it. Four years later -- we put together a steering committee.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  Four years later, we held the first Tennessee Mountain Writers Conference ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MRS. HOPE:  ... right here in Oak Ridge. It will be 29-years-old next April.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow. Wow.
MRS. HOPE:  Still going strong.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, it's an annual event.
MRS. HOPE:  An annual event. Still held at the Doubletree Hotel, which was formerly the Garden Plaza ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... Hotel. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  You've had it there every year.
MRS. HOPE:  Every year. We've had, we had Alex Haley as our first banquet speaker.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  That's right. I remember we looked at each other like, what do we do now? You know, after we had all the best people at the first one.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, sure, sure, sure.

MRS. HOPE:  So, we have classes on poetry, and writing for young people, fiction, non-fiction, editing, publishing, just anything writing-related.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MRS. HOPE:  We would order all these free guidelines, and publications, and hand out dozens of things, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  We'd put the packets together, and we made t-shirts, and we started a writers block, which is a room where we sell the books of all the participants ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and the workshop leaders. But, we also have a used book sale, that we use the money from, for scholarships.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  We have a student, and adult contest, that's been held every year, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... award all the prizes on Saturday night, at the banquet. The East Tennessee Writers supports and, and started the Sue Ellen Hudson Excellence in Achievement Award. And, all the first place winners are considered for that award.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, who, who was that?

MRS. HOPE:  Sue Ellen Hudson was one of the original members of our East Tennessee writing group. She was in Lenoir City, but she died in '97.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  And so, we ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, you decided to ...
MRS. HOPE:  ... we did that to ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... honor her memory.
MRS. HOPE:  ... honor her. And, now, we've honored several of our deceased members. We have a Patricia Boatner Fiction Contest.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  A Joy Margrave non-fiction one, and the scholarship used book sale, is called the Don Scalf ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right? Yeah.

MRS. HOPE:  Fund, because Don was on our board ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... when he died of cancer. You might, did you know him?

MR. MCDANIEL:  I, I knew Don. I mean, I knew him, absolutely, a long time ago.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, he was a good writer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, we've met all these wonderful writers, all over the years, and it's really, I guess, I'm most proud of, of that, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  After my children, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, sure, of course.

MRS. HOPE:  But, the Tennessee Mountain Writers is a lasting entity, and I'm very proud of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, I tell people, now, that, I said, my, professionally, my professional legacy, is going to be the Knoxville Film Festival, you know. This is, we're getting ready to have our, just our thirteenth year, you know, But, I mean, so, I'm sure that's the way you feel about ...

MRS. HOPE:  Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... Tennessee Mountain Writers, I'm sure.

MRS. HOPE:  Absolutely, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That is your creative legacy.
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, it is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, it really is.
MRS. HOPE:  Because I am truly proud that, that I was part of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you ran it for years, and years, didn't you?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, yes, I was executive director for 14 years, working full-time, you know, I finally let somebody else do that. Now, I just go, and have fun like all the other participants.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Well, sure, of course.

MRS. HOPE:  I try to help them raise money when I can, and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  We get a lot of support from the community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I mean, for 29 years, that's an amazing feat to have.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you, and I know, I've been a couple of times, and, you know, you have guests come in from all over the country for this, don't you?

MRS. HOPE:  We do. We have people from, oh, I don't know, seven or eight surrounding states, and sometimes, we have them even from, you know, farther away than that. We have had international people come, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  And, we've had all the great people there. You know, the people that you might think of, I mean, we've just had so many good speakers ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  We've had Sharyn McCrumb, and, you know, we've had her several times. Lee Smith, I mean, just ... ( noises off camera)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that your phone?
MRS. HOPE:  It may be.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's ok, that's all right. (noises off camera) Go ahead, and grab it if you want to. 

MRS. HOPE:  I don't ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  I wondered what that noise was. I heard it. (phone ring tone song) That's, that's ok. (laughs) 

MRS. HOPE:  I am so sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Well, that's ok.

MRS. HOPE:  I forgot I had that stupid alarm set.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) That's ok, that's all right.

MRS. HOPE:  You can get them out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, there's no need to, I mean, you know, so ... But, but, yeah, so, you've had famous writers come in ...

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... and speak, and workshops, and things such as that.

MRS. HOPE:  We've just had wonderful people, a lot of them. Terry Kay, you know, he wrote "Dance with the White Dog." We've had James Steele, you know, just all these wonderful writers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, so has that, so, out of that, do you think that developed ... I'm sure it's developed talent, here, locally, and in the area, you know.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Not just Oak Ridge, but around the area. People have really developed their talent from that.

MRS. HOPE:  Absolutely. In fact, early on, we were the, one of our participants got a six-figure advance for his book.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  And, he signed the contract at the conference.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  So, we were really proud of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.

MRS. HOPE:  Chris Cawood? I don't know if ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah ...

MRS. HOPE:  Chris Cawood wrote, "The Dark and Bloody Ground," about a, it's a true story about a murder that happened here ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and he co-wrote that with another man.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  But, that was so exciting.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, we've had lots of people pub ... go on to publish books, and poetry, and fiction ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:   ... and, children's books, you know, just all kinds of things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure, I'm sure.

MRS. HOPE:  Teachers tell us that they really like our conference, because of the way we structure it, and, you know, the way everybody gets a lot from it. It's small enough that you have the one-on-one, but it's large enough, you know, to give you a good speakers ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right ...
MRS. HOPE:  ... and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... right. So, how many people, on average, a year do you have? I mean ...

MRS. HOPE:  You know, a hundred, a hundred and fifty, something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ...
MRS. HOPE:  But, we have had, like, a hundred and eighty, I think, might've been our biggest year.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, you get too big, you wouldn't be able ...
MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... to fit in there, could you?

MRS. HOPE:  Right, yeah, that's the problem. You can't get too many people in there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) I know, exactly, exactly. So, ... So, you did that, kind of, as, as, I will say, a hobby that got out of hand.

MRS. HOPE:  (laughs) Sort of.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I understand.
MRS. HOPE:  You might say that. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  But ...
MRS. HOPE:  And, while I was doing that, I was also trying to establish myself as a writer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  And, I did a lot of work for local newspapers, freelance work ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.

MRS. HOPE:  ... in addition to working for the Roane County News, and the Oak Ridger.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, you worked at the Roane County News, in the ...
MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... mid-'80s, was it?
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, from '85 to '92. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's what I was thinking.

MRS. HOPE:  And, I was one of 35 women editors, in the state of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  I was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow, wow.
MRS. HOPE:  There weren't too many of us, at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I, I worked for Pat, I was a ... I worked for you, I was a reporter there ...

MRS. HOPE:  That's right. You were ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... for a while.
MRS. HOPE:  ... a very good reporter.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, thank you. For a while, 'til I went off to do other things. So ... But ...

MRS. HOPE:  Then, I also did a lot of freelancing with the Oak Ridger, and for the Knoxville [News] Sentinel, and at one time, I wrote a travel column called, "Tennessee Trips and Tips."

MR. MCDANIEL:  For?
MRS. HOPE:  For the Oak Ridger.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  But, then I also sold it to the Lenoir City News Herald, because it was about little short weekend trips to go on ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... close by places. You know, since their readership didn't overlap ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... I was able to, sort of, self-syndicate it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, there you go.
MRS. HOPE:  I've done a few books, I've done a guide book to East Tennessee, one about writing for your hometown newspaper, and I've been in a lot of anthologies, and edited some. And then, last year, I published my first romance ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, you did?
MRS. HOPE:  ... which I'd been really wanting to do for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. (laughs)

MRS. HOPE:  I did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What's it called? What's the name of it?

MRS. HOPE:  It's called, "A Place for Lovers."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  My pseudonym for romance is, "Lisa Lake."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  So, I write under, "Lisa Lake."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, where, where's that available? Where can somebody find it?
MRS. HOPE:  On Amazon.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  And, of course, from me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Enough said. Amazon.
MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Everybody goes to Amazon ...
MRS. HOPE:  Everybody.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... for everything. So ... Now, is it in print and ... 

MRS. HOPE:  It is in print ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... and e-book?
MRS. HOPE:  ... and Kindle.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MRS. HOPE:  Then, also, a couple of years ago, I was part of a book called, "Tennessee Women of Vision and Courage."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  That was published by the AAUW [American Association of University Women] organization. It was about 20 Tennessee women, all deceased, who had contributed in some way. And, I did the feature about Elizabeth Rona, who was a scientist, that lived and worked in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah, I thought I recognized that name.

MRS. HOPE:  And, she died in '91, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  But, yes, and I've gone, you know, to several places to speak, and all, about that. But, along with the editors, Ruth Smiley and Charlotte Crawford.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MRS. HOPE:  But, that was a wonderful experience and that focus has gotten me all kinds of things, you know, that you didn't expect.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  And, I've been seriously thinking about doing a biography on Elizabeth Rona ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  ... because there isn't one, and she was a truly fascinating lady. And, she loved Oak Ridge, you know. Lived and worked here, and, of course, her whole background, with the World War II Europe, and all that, is very interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah. Well.
MRS. HOPE:  So, that's another project that I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, you're not slowing down, are you?
MRS. HOPE:  Last year, I had three features in Southern Writers magazine. And, also, published an essay there. So, I'm trying to, you know, build up enough credit so that I can, really ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Focus on that.
MRS. HOPE:  ... write full time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah. Because you still work.

MRS. HOPE:  I still work.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  I'm hoping to retire soon.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly. So, that would be nice, to be able to just transition from working to that, to be able to write full time, wouldn't it?

MRS. HOPE:  It certainly would.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, well, good, good.
MRS. HOPE:  Yes, that's what I want to do, because, you know, when you work, you really don't have the time to do a lot of things that you ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MRS. HOPE:  The research is, is one of the biggest things ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.

MRS. HOPE:  ... when you begin writing. For instance, to do the Elizabeth Rona biography, I need a lot of time ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... to do research on that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, you're also active with the Friends of the Library, in Oak Ridge.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, I'm ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Why don't you tell me about that organization?

MRS. HOPE:  I'm on the board. I've been involved with them for some time. I do the newsletter for the book group. I belong to the, FOL has a spin-off group that's just called the FOL Book Group, and I do their newsletter.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  Then, I'm also active in my church, and I do their newsletters, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  So, that keeps me a little busy, too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure, I'm sure it does. I'm sure it does.

MRS. HOPE:  Everybody wants you to do a newsletter when they find out you can write.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's exactly right.

MRS. HOPE:  But, I've done enough of them now, that, you know, I should be able to do them very quickly.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right, exactly. So, so what other things have you been involved in, in Oak Ridge? I know that's a lot, but ...
MRS. HOPE:  Well, let's see, I, I don't know. I've not really been involved in too many other groups. I wrote a while for the Arts Council.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?

MRS. HOPE:  I did do some press work with them. You know, just about anything that's writing-related, I guess I've been involved with.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MRS. HOPE:  Do you remember all the classes that the Children's Museum had, back years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  Well, our group attended all those, and then, we wound up writing in the publications they put out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  They had an Encyclopedia of East Tennessee, that I had an article in. And, there's a book called, "These Are Our Voices ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  ... Oak Ridge."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MRS. HOPE:  I wrote about the Wheat community, because my husband's family lived in, some of them lived in the Wheat community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet you, I bet you have talked to some interesting, and fascinating people, and learned a lot about things that you didn't expect to learn about, didn't you?

MRS. HOPE:  Absolutely. I certainly have. Even at the newspaper, I started out doing feature articles, and I met so many fascinating people. I've always said that, I think, everybody has a story, you just have to dig around until you find it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's exactly right, that's exactly.

MRS. HOPE:  You know that from being a reporter. You know, we used to have to meet those deadlines.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's right, that's exactly right. You know, I tell people, as a, as a documentary filmmaker, I said, there's three, three things in my background that make me what, I think, is a good documentary filmmaker. I said, when a, and one of them was working for the newspaper. I said, because it taught me how to stay on deadline. You know, it really did. If, if not, you know, it taught me how, the importance of deadlines ... Because, I say, you miss a newspaper deadline once, you get your hand slapped, you miss it twice, you're looking for another job, so ...
MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, so ...
MRS. HOPE:  Also you’re interviewing skills. I mean, you, you really hone them at a newspaper.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, absolutely, because you're always ...
MRS. HOPE:  Because, you know, that's, you got to do it and do it quickly, and then, figure out the lead.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, that's true.

MRS. HOPE:  So, I always had fun doing that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, good.
MRS. HOPE:  And still like to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What, if you can think for just a second. I know this might put you on the spot. In all of the research, and all the things, the stories you've done about this area, and the people, and everything, what is the, what's, what's one or two things that, that surprised you, or that you didn't know, that just, really, made an impression on you?

MRS. HOPE:  Well, I love the John Hendrix story. While I had heard of John Hendrix, I didn't know a lot about him, until I started writing about him, and I won, I wrote an award-winning story ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, you did?
MRS. HOPE:  ... about him, called, "Thunder in the Valley." It's, really, an imaginary story about what might've happened with him, looking over Oak Ridge and, you know, going, I mean, of course, Oak Ridge wasn't here ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  ... about how he came to predict Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right, right ...
MRS. HOPE:  So, I remember that was so interesting to me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  To find out about him.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, about, more about him, and, you know, where he's buried, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... sort of, the life he led, and the things he said ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MRS. HOPE:  ... supposedly.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MRS. HOPE:  Some of it may be legend, but it was all, it made such a good ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Still a good story, isn't it? (laughs)

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, it absolutely makes a wonderful story.

MR. MCDANIEL:  As I say, well that's our story, and we're sticking to it.

MRS. HOPE:  That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's exactly, (laughs) that's exactly right.

MRS. HOPE:  I feel that way about Elizabeth Rona, too. I, I knew of Elizabeth Rona, but I didn't, I had no idea, you know, that she was part of President Eisenhower's, Atoms for Peace, and things like that, so ... I talked to some of her friends, and one guy said that she was just such a character. She, she would try to drive sometimes, and she would always run over things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that ... ?
MRS. HOPE:  One day, she went down the Turnpike in the median ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, gosh.
MRS. HOPE:  ... instead of being in the lane, you know. (laughter) So, things like that and, you don't get that from the history books, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, no, no.
MRS. HOPE:  You have to go out, and talk to people to get that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure, exactly, exactly. So, so what was it like raising boys in Oak Ridge? What was it like growing, I mean, raising a family here?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes. Well, you know, we've always loved Oak Ridge. Chuck and I loved it from the first time we lived ... He loved it as a child, because he lived here some, on and off, here and in Oliver Springs. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  So his family was here a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  He had two sisters here, and while we were dating, that's where we were sent, to his sisters' house.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  So, we ran back and forth on the road between here, and Harriman ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  That was, that was how we spent our time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MRS. HOPE:  I really loved their, their houses, and I just thought it was such a neat little place. Even until his death, Chuck could tell you what used to be on that corner, or where things used to, to ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MRS. HOPE:  ... be ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and, you know, what they were called. He had, he had a wonderful memory about Oak Ridge. I did write some things down that he told me ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and I'm really glad I did. I did a memory book for the kids, after he died…
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  …and, wrote about the first 10 years of our life.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  But, you know, it was just so interesting. He could just pinpoint anything that happened in Oak Ridge. He knew about it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow, wow.
MRS. HOPE:  I learned a lot about it, you know, through him, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, yeah. But the kids, I mean, you know, they, they ...

MRS. HOPE:  The kids loved it here, you know, I think they really did. We loved the fact that, you know, it was such a close-knit community. You were close to the school, and they got involved, you know, in everything, football and sports ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and stuff. You know, it was, like, we just, we were all pretty happy here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  You know, we would go out, and try the new restaurants.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  They ran around Oak Ridge, they had a lot of friends.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, they all seemed to really like living here. Even today, I think, they'll all tell you that they, they did have a good childhood here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah. The ... And, now I want to talk about, you, because I, I asked Chuck, Jr., when I interviewed him a few weeks ago, and he talked about his racing.

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you said that Chuck, Sr., raced. So, tell me a little bit about the racing in the family.

MRS. HOPE:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What did you all do? Because Chuck said you all were always going.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah. Oh, we were, we, we absolutely were. Well, even in Florida, before I met Chuck, he raced, stock car racing ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did he? Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and dirt track. Then, when he moved, when he came back to Tennessee, and we met, and when went, when we, eventually, went back to Florida, he started racing again. Then, when Chuck, Jr., was old enough, he got into go-karting.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, Chuck was a champion go-kart racer for a number of years, down there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  The whole family raced, but Chuck did the best with it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  I say, "The whole family." Not me. But, I went to support them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, the dad, and the three boys.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, the three boys all raced.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, they had some real adventures doing that. Then, when we moved back here, and Chuck was grown and, of course, they had the shop, Chuck, Jr., raced out at Atomic Speedway ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.

MRS. HOPE:  ... on the dirt track. He was champion one year out there ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ...despite having the car, trailer, and everything, stolen, and burned, a week before the race ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  No!
MRS. HOPE:  ... the big race. Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No! Where was it, in here, in Oak Ridge?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes. From the, it was parked at the parking lot of the shop.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  It was Labor Day weekend and somebody stole the whole thing. We think it was some competitor ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  ... who was unhappy. But, they found the car, and got it back, and had to rebuild, and re-do almost everything on it. They worked around the clock. There was some surprised people when he showed up there. So, that was a triumphant moment, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, did he win?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, he won!

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, he won!
MRS. HOPE:  And his dad told him, if he had to blow the engine, just to give it everything he had (laughter) because they had worked so hard ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  ... to get it back. All their friends pitched in. They worked around the clock, that week, to get it back.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow, wow.
MRS. HOPE:  So, you know, that was the best thing they could've done. That was their ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  ... revenge, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Of course.
MRS. HOPE:  So ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Success ...

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... as they say, success is the best revenge.

MRS. HOPE:  So, then, our grandson, Chuck -- there's three Chuck's.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  We had, he started racing go-karts, when he was young, eight or nine years old.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MRS. HOPE:  So, he, he has won a lot of trophies, and things. So, then, we were going to his races.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly.
MRS. HOPE:  So, Chuck, Jr., finally got out of stock car racing, and just took Chuck around to the races.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, Chuck told me a story, Chuck, Jr., told me a story, and I, I assume this is about you. You can tell me if I'm wrong. But, when, when his oldest son was going to go to college, he said, he said, "Well, where do you want to go?" He says, he apparently, he took a map, and drew a circle, and he said, "What's that?" and he says, "It's 500 miles from Oak Ridge, in any direction." And he said, "Well, why do you not want to go 500 miles?" he says, "Because I do not want to be more than one day's drive from my grandma's cornbread." (laughter) He said, "If I want the cornbread, I want to be able to get there in one day's drive."

MRS. HOPE:  (laughs) Oh, my goodness.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Had you not heard that before?
MRS. HOPE:  You know, I probably did sometime, but then, I forgot, you know, but, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because I was talking to Chuck. My, my oldest son, Ethan's, getting ready to go to college ...

MRS. HOPE:  Oh, ok.
MR. MCDANIEL:  ... in the fall. But, we were talking about that.

MRS. HOPE:  Well, they do like my cornbread.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, well that's ... Yeah, I'm sure it's good.

MRS. HOPE:  They all, they all just love it. In fact, down here the other day, we had company, and we were out eating, and Chuck, Jr., said, "Mom, you got to make me a skillet of cornbread, and fried potatoes," you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, wow, sounds good.

MRS. HOPE:  The old-fashioned food ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, absolutely.

MRS. HOPE:  ... that they love, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, did, I guess, did you learn that growing up from your grandmother?

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, my mother, and grandmother both were real good, you know, cooks, and everything I know, probably, I learned from them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  From them.

MRS. HOPE:  And, from doing it for so many years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, well, sure, of course, of course, of course. Now, did you ever, when you, once you all came back, did you all ever think about leaving again?
MRS. HOPE:  No. I don't think we did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MRS. HOPE:  I think we had found home when we got back here. Florida never seemed quite like home, to me, because I missed the seasons, the change of the seasons.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MRS. HOPE:  Especially in south Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  So, I was really happy to come back to Tennessee. But later in, on, I think, Chuck didn't like the cold, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... that's why we did our vacations in January, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, there you go, there you go. Yeah, well, I mean, you know, as we all get older, the cold gets to ...
MRS. HOPE:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The cold gets to us. (laughs) That's for sure. Well, is there anything that I've not asked you about, that you'd like to talk about?

MRS. HOPE:  No, I think we've talked about all the highlights and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, yeah, but if there's anything else, as I always say, if there's anything you want to get off your chest, now's the time to do it.

MRS. HOPE:  (laughs) Well, you know, I am proud of, of how far I've come ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... because, you know, to get married at 14 ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and have a family that quickly, and then, I now have nine grandsons.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  No girls.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No girls.
MRS. HOPE:  No girls. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MRS. HOPE:  But, you know, it, it, I am, I am very happy, and proud of the things that I've accomplished ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That you've accomplished.

MRS. HOPE:  ... and that my family's accomplished.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Exactly, exactly.

MRS. HOPE:  I'm very, very happy. My, I have a great relationship with all of my kids, and all my grandkids, you know. So, it's, it's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  And daughters-in-law?
MRS. HOPE:  Oh, yes. (laughter) I've three wonderful daughters-in-law. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that's good, that's good.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah. No, Chuck and Mary just celebrated 34 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  Of course, they got married right here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, that's true.

MRS. HOPE:  Right out of high school, not long.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right out of high school.
MRS. HOPE:  And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet, I bet it was ... Because I don't know your other two boys, but, but I bet you and, I bet, Chuck, Sr., were both very proud of what Chuck had accomplished, too, Chuck ...

MRS. HOPE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Junior, has accomplished. 

MRS. HOPE:  Yes, we were very proud. Chuck and his dad, I guess he told you about, they always went to the ballgames together. But, every Friday night ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, I don't think he mentioned that.
MRS. HOPE:  ... during football season, they went to the football games.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did they really?
MRS. HOPE:  They did, every single year for the last several years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  After his dad retired ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... they did that. We used to go, of course, when the kids were in school ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.

MRS. HOPE:  ... and all. But, I just let them have that time. And, they really enjoyed it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, good.

MRS. HOPE:  Roger lives down in Midtown ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, does he?
MRS. HOPE:  ... close, you know, between Harriman and Kingston.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  And Terry is here in town, and you may see him, and think you're seeing Chuck, because a lot of people mistake them as, like, twins.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. HOPE:  They've, they're about the same size, and they've got about the same hairline, and beard ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, is Terry, is Terry, did he and his wife open the Secret ...
MRS. HOPE:  The Secret City Pies, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, Secret City Pies.

MRS. HOPE:  Yeah, they had that, but they have sold that, now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, have they. Ok, all right.

MRS. HOPE:  Terry is an over-the-road truck driver ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and he worked for a, you know, racing team.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MRS. HOPE:  There, again ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MRS. HOPE:  This was drag racing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MRS. HOPE:  But, Terry's always done something with that. Then, now, he's working for a company that he's a warehouse manager in Knoxville ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MRS. HOPE:  ... and he drives part-time for them. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MRS. HOPE:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  All right.
MRS. HOPE:  But, Terry lives here in Oak Ridge. The other day, he was eating somewhere, and he said somebody walked up and said, "Well, Chuck, are you going to run for re-election?" (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, my goodness.
MRS. HOPE:  So ... He said, "Yes, I am." (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yes, I am. That's funny.
MRS. HOPE:  But, they have a lot of fun with that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I bet, I bet.
MRS. HOPE:  You know, then, people will see Chuck, and think it's Terry sometimes, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, I guess so. (laughs) All right. Well, Pat, thank you so much for coming over, and talking, and, and telling us about your life, and, and you're absolutely right. I mean, to get married so young, and start a family so young, and, you know, and really, to, to be able to raise three successful children, and to have a successful life, and pursue your own dreams. I, I can't think of a, a better life to have.

MRS. HOPE:  Well, thank you very much. I appreciate that. I do have a very good life, and I'm very fortunate.

MR. MCDANIEL:  All right, well thank, thank you.
MRS. HOPE:  Thanks to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, good. All right. Thank you.
MRS. HOPE:  All right, thanks.
[End of Interview]
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