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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is September 4, 2013.  I am Don Hunnicutt in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take an oral history from Mr. Gene Hicks about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Gene, please state your first name, place of birth and date.
MR. HICKS:
Gene Hicks; place of birth is Knox County; 5/12/30.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall your father's place of birth?  Please list his name.

MR. HICKS:
Basil Hicks.  He was born on Baxter Avenue in Knoxville.  The old house is still there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the date?
MR. HICKS:
November 7, 1899.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother's name and place of birth?
MR. HICKS:
Grace Marie Lewis.  She was born up on Bull Run Creek, Heiskell, Tennessee (Knox County).

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how your mother and father met?
MR. HICKS:
No, I don't.  It was a little before my time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandfather; do you recall his name and what he did for a living?
MR. HICKS:
My father's father was Dr. Auburn Hicks.  He was born in Knoxville.  He was a fireman, but he died when he was only, I think, 30.  He died when my dad was 14 years old, so he died in 1914.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your grandmother?
MR. HICKS:
My grandmother?  Well, my grandmother didn't die until 1938.  That's the first funeral I ever remember going to.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what you remembered about that.

MR. HICKS:
What, the funeral?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  It was your first one.  What was your impression?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I guess it was kind of mixed.  I know when Dad came to school to get us.  Where she died was—I don't know—you know, four or five miles from where we lived.  Then we went up there.  But it was just kind of mixed emotions.  That's really, you know, I was what?  Eight years old, I guess.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what schooling your father had?
MR. HICKS:
I guess probably the eighth grade maybe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother?
MR. HICKS:
My mother's the same.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any brothers and sisters?
MR. HICKS:
I had a brother and sister, yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were their names?
MR. HICKS:
My brother was Howard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your sister's name?
MR. HICKS:
Dorothy.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was your home place that you grew up?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it's on upper Bull Run Valley Drive.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe the house.
MR. HICKS:
The house?  Well, the house—well, where I grew up, you know, it was a concrete block house.  I know my dad built it in '32.  He always laughed about it.  He built it for $600.00.  That was one of his pet things.  He'd always tell me, you know.   He said, "Son, don't care where you work.  You don't ever leave until you get another job."  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Good advice.
MR. HICKS:
Because the Depression hit in what, '29?  He was working up in Chicago.  So they told him they wasn't going to quit the job—he was working as a plumber up there—but they were going to cut their salary in half.  He says, "You're not cutting mine in half.  I'll quit."  He got another job when Alcoa started in '37.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So your father worked as what in the beginning that you remember?

MR. HICKS:
As a plumber.  
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then after the plumber, he went to work at Alcoa.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did he do at Alcoa?
MR. HICKS:
As a plumber.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A plumber over there, as well.

MR. HICKS:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother; did she work?
MR. HICKS:
Never worked.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Never worked.
MR. HICKS:
But then Dad come to work out here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you come to Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
'46.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And why did you come?
MR. HICKS:
Well, he moved out here.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
To get a job with the Manhattan Project?
MR. HICKS:
Well, he got a job here in '43.  He'd been driving back and forth. Then decided to move out here for some reason.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where the family lived when they moved to Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, Gamble Valley on Daytona Way.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On Daytona Way?  Tell me about Gamble Valley; what is Gamble Valley?
MR. HICKS:
Well, Gamble Valley was just a big trailer park with wood boardwalks all over it, rats running through them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you remember what the trailer looked like inside?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  It was, I guess, you'd call it a double-wide.  It was closer to a three-wide.  It had the trailer in the middle, and then it had wings opened out on both sides of it.  I think they call them double-wides.  We had a bath house down the street.  It didn't have water in it or baths or anything.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So in order to use the restroom, you had to go down to the bath house.
MR. HICKS:
Bath house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Take a shower down there.
MR. HICKS:
Take a shower down there and all that stuff.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about washing clothes; same place?
MR. HICKS:
Same place.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have any water inside the trailer?

MR. HICKS:
No.  You carried it in; but no, you didn't have running water inside the trailer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have a little holding tank and you poured the water in the tank above the sink?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  It had a holding tank, but there wasn't—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At that time, how many lived in the trailer?

MR. HICKS:
Well, it was just me, my sister, and Mother and Dad.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Four of you?

MR. HICKS:
Mm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Seemed to be pretty crowded in there.

MR. HICKS:
It was crowded.  They were small.  You know, you didn't have 14 foot double-wides.  I don't know.  I guess it was probably—each section was probably 8 foot.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what type of cooking stove was in the trailer?

MR. HICKS:
I'm pretty sure it was either gas or—I believe it was kerosene we used for cooking.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No air conditioning.
MR. HICKS:
No air conditioning.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about heat; was there a kerosene stove?

MR. HICKS:
It was an oil stove of some sort.  They furnished the oil and I'm not sure—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Heating oil.

MR. HICKS:
Heating oil.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it warm in the wintertime?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, it was warm.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Hot in the summertime?
MR. HICKS:
Hot in the summertime, very hot.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how old do you recall you were when you lived in Gamble Valley?

MR. HICKS:
I was 16.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you go to school?

MR. HICKS:
Well, when I first come out here, I went to Robertsville Junior High.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Prior to coming to Oak Ridge, what schools did you attend?

MR. HICKS:
High school, so they went to the eighth grade in high school.  Then we were—then I started to fail.  That's when Dad decided to move.  It was only a week or two after school started, so moved out here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that something you liked or did it matter?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I don't know.  I never moved before.  That was my first move, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you were going to school, what was the dress code; what did you wear when you went to school?
MR. HICKS:
I usually wore overalls most of the time, all the guys did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of shoes did you have?
MR. HICKS:
Well, high top shoes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Lace-up shoes.
MR. HICKS:
Lace-up shoes, yeah.  


MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you were at Powell, were you involved in any sports or anything like that?
MR. HICKS:
No, we didn't.  I never was involved in sports hardly.  A little bit out here, but not much.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like school?
MR. HICKS:
No, I didn't.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of student were you?
MR. HICKS:
I guess maybe—I guess below average, or average anyway.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you moved to Oak Ridge and you started school here, what did you see different in the school here than what you came from at Powell?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it was just people.  Like, eighth grade where we got out in high school.  We had eight in our class.  We come out and there was hundreds, so this was one thing.  And then here, they had running water in the schools, had indoor bathrooms.  They had heat.  It was quite different.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now was this down at Robertsville, the old Robertsville school was here in the origin?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, yeah.  It was Robertsville Junior High at that time, I think.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have trouble making friends?
MR. HICKS:
No, I didn't have trouble.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now living in the trailer camp in Gamble Valley, tell me what you remember you liked or disliked about it.
MR. HICKS:
Well, I don't know really that I have a lot of likes or dislikes about it.  It was kind of like camping out.  You know, really, that's about the size of it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, when you wasn't in school, what was some of the things that you did?
MR. HICKS:
Well, things I did here that I like more than anything—they had shop in the schools here, which we didn't have that.  Then they had—I did play some football and what have you because they had some, you know, right here at the high school.  We didn't have—the only thing we had was a volleyball net and a pair of boxing gloves was the only two things they had.  That was the discipline.  If you got in an argument with anybody, these boxing gloves was about the size of your head, that you just had to put them on and duke it out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall who the coach was?
MR. HICKS:
We didn't have a coach.  We had eight grades in six rooms.  The principal was a teacher—was our eighth grade teacher.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You remember who he was?
MR. HICKS:
She—yeah—Ms. Norton.  I remember her.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall down at the old Robertsville school the fire escapes, the round tubes.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, the one you slide out—yeah, the round tubes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about that.

MR. HICKS:
Well, they were kind of scary.  We tried it a few times.  You know, they'd have a—what do you call it?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A fire drill?
MR. HICKS:
A fire drill, yeah.  You slid down those tubes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Once you started, there was no turning back.

MR. HICKS:
No turning back.  No, it was very—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Another person I know enjoyed those drills.  They'd stand down at the bottom and watch the girls come down through there.

MR. HICKS:
Watch the girls down, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Boys will always be boys.
MR. HICKS:
Boys will always be boys, that's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you walk to school from Gamble Valley?
MR. HICKS:
No, rode the bus.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about riding the bus.

MR. HICKS:
Well, we rode the bus.  So I got to know a bunch of the kids that lived there because we all, you know, the bus just stopped up at the—they had a little community center there, I guess.  So we all went up there and got the bus.  But a lot of the guys that was there, I'm still, you know, friends with.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of their names?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  One of them is Joe Keithly.  Do you know Joe?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes, I do.  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, Joe and Charlotte.  Charlotte lived up there on Highland Avenue; Joe lived over there.  But this is the thing:  I remember Joe worked at the Grove Theater.  So I thought—I'd never been to two or three movies in my life, so that was a good place to work.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you got a job at the Grove Theater.  

MR. HICKS:
I got a job at the Grove Theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old were you when you got the job?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I was probably 16.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me ask you another question about the busses and then we'll go to that.  Do you remember how much it cost to ride the bus?  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  I want to say it was 5 or 6 cents.  It was very little.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.  So you got a job at the Grove Theater.  How did you get that job?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I just went over and applied for it—38 cents an hour.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your job duties?

MR. HICKS:
As an usher.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, tell me about being an usher; what's an usher do?

MR. HICKS:
Well, just try to keep control; and then, you're supposed to take people down and seat them, which we had to.  When I first went to work there, we had two aisles—so there was three, six—we had 12 ushers.  You were supposed to take everybody and seat them, which we did most of the time—especially all the girls we took.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a flashlight that you were supposed to use?

MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.  You got a flashlight with a—I guess, like they use for traffic directions.  You know, it had the globe on it was about six inches long.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what were you supposed to use that flash; how were you supposed to use the flashlight?
MR. HICKS:
Well, just to show people, you know, to keep them from tripping or what have you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about when it got rowdy and you would go down?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Or if anybody had their feet up on the seats, you used it for that too.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Shine the light on them?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, or either whack them with it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So the usher was pretty much the policeman of the theater.

MR. HICKS:
The policeman of the theater, I guess, would be good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many days a week did you work?

MR. HICKS:
I probably worked five or six.  Because it's something else they had in Oak Ridge schools, which we'd never heard of—I'd never heard of, was DO, Diversified Occupation.  So you took it and you got out of a bunch of stuff at school, and then worked part time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you went to Robertsville, your next school was the high school?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the high school located?
MR. HICKS:
It's up Jackson Square, up on the hill.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
By the football field?
MR. HICKS:
By the football field.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of the classes you remember you took at the high school?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I took shop, which I enjoyed.  Then as far as the athletics there, see, we didn't have to take gym or anything if you was working.  So really only went about half a day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever have to take gym or physical education during the schools?

MR. HICKS:
No.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So in high school, do you remember some of the classes that you took?
MR. HICKS:
Not really.  I know all of our—well, like, social studies and what have you.  You could either—you know, you had to have a certain amount of book reports.  You could either do that or you could write them on a movie.  So, of course, I always wrote one about a movie.  Easiest way out, I guess.  Told you I wasn't a very good student.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Sounds familiar.

MR. HICKS:
Sounds familiar.  But I did take drawing, mechanical drawing, which I enjoyed very much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the teachers that you had?
MR. HICKS:
Nope.  I was thinking about that today, and I can't even remember their names.  I know Bond was the principal at Jefferson, a guy by the name of Bond.  I don't even remember the teachers.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, if I'm right, down at the old Robertsville school that you attended; at one time, that was Jefferson Junior High.  Then I understand that when they built the high school and moved it, then they moved Jefferson up to the old high school location.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  But didn't they call it—was it Jefferson?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At one time, it was.  It may not have been when you attended.
MR. HICKS:
Okay, it was Jefferson Junior High.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  

MR. HICKS:
Then they changed it.  It's Robertsville now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, it was Jefferson Junior High.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They built a new building and so forth.  When you were going to high school in Oak Ridge, what was the dress code here; what did you wear to school?  

MR. HICKS:
Well, just casual clothes.  There wasn't no, you know, dress code.  It was—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Blue jeans, t-shirts?
MR. HICKS:
Blue jeans, t-shirts.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you went to Powell, you was wearing bib overalls and high top lace-up shoes.  Did you continue to wear that or did you change it?
MR. HICKS:
No.  I kind of, you know, wore mostly here regular clothes.  We didn't wear bib overalls here.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was a lot of kids here in Oak Ridge.
MR. HICKS:
There was a lot of kids here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, during the summertime, what were some of the things you did?  Well, let me back up a minute.  When did you leave Gamble Valley and where did you move to then?
MR. HICKS:
Well, we left Gamble Valley sometime, it was in '47.  We only stayed over there probably less than a year. We moved to Hunter Place, up there in a T-house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In a TDU?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  No, a T, I think.  It just had one door on each end is a T, I believe.  TDU's got two doors in it.  I believe that's right, isn't it?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I believe you're right.  Do you remember what the house looked like inside?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  It was just the old standard house.  Had two bedrooms and a bath and a shower—didn't have a tub in it.  It had a coal stove.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you get the coal to put in the stove?
MR. HICKS:
They delivered it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What'd they put it in?
MR. HICKS:
A box, you know.  We had a wooden box outside and they filled her up every week.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what the box looked like; how you got the coal out of the box?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  The coal, you had a door at the bottom.  It was probably—what—six foot long and maybe four foot high and four foot wide.  They'd come by and open the top and fill it up and go on.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you went to get coal, I guess, you had a coal bucket and a shovel.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did you—do you recall what you did with the ashes out of the coal—out of the stove when you had to empty them?
MR. HICKS:
Actually, I don't.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Probably out in the yard someplace.  
MR. HICKS:
Probably out in the yard, I would say.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how your mother washed her clothes, how they washed the family's clothes?
MR. HICKS:
Wash the family's clothes?  Mostly by hand in the sink or something in the house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On a scrub board, a wash board they called it?  
MR. HICKS:
Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what that looked like?  
MR. HICKS:
What, the washboard?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MR. HICKS:
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what it looked like.  
MR. HICKS:
What it looked like?  Well, it was a wooden thing with a metal—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Ridges in the metal.
MR. HICKS:
Ridges in it, yeah.  She just scrubbed it; it was—what—18 inches long, 12 inches or so wide.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just rubbed the clothes over that?
MR. HICKS:
Just rubbed the clothes over it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then after she washed the clothes, what did she do with them?
MR. HICKS:
Hung them outside.  We put a clothesline up outside.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did the clothesline—what was it made out of?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it was just wire.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Post on each end?
MR. HICKS:
Post on each end and wire.  I think up there, we probably hooked one end to the house.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did she just put the clothes over the line, or did she use something else to hold them on with?
MR. HICKS:
Well, you had to use a—I can't even think of it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Clothes pin?
MR. HICKS:
Clothes pin, yeah, to pin them on.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So in the summertime, what did you do for fun as a young boy?

MR. HICKS:
Well, all the time here, I said I worked all the time.  Then we did a lot of it down at the—you know, just at the west end of the swimming pool.  They had a—what—Ferris wheel.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Amusement park.
MR. HICKS:
Amusement park.  So we spent a lot of time there because we kind of had a thing with the guys that worked down there.  We go down and ride it any time we wanted to, and they come to the theater any time they wanted to.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Pretty good plan.

MR. HICKS:
Good plan.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Plus, when you went to the swimming pool, you got to see those girls in their bathing suits.
MR. HICKS:
That's right.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Boys will be boys.
MR. HICKS:
Boys will be boys, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the swimming pool?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I didn't go in it a lot.  I know it was sure a big one.  In fact, that's the only swimming pool I ever went in because—or I'd ever been to because when I lived—at the high school, we lived just a few hundred feet from Bull Run Creek and that was for our swimming pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, I've always been told, and I know for a fact, the water at the swimming pool in Oak Ridge was always cold.
MR. HICKS:
It was cold, very cold, just come right out of that spring.  It was very cold.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, back to the movie, Grove Theater.  Do you recall some of the movies that was shown there?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  I recall some of them.  One of them, I think, The Year of the Yearling was a great movie.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
My understanding is that the Grove showed more better quality movies than the other theaters in town.  

MR. HICKS:
Well, the Grove and then the Ridge showed some pretty good ones.  But the Jefferson and the Center—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Little lesser B movies and things of that nature.

MR. HICKS:
Most of the B movies was at Jefferson.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much did it cost to get in the theater?
MR. HICKS:
Well, kids was 9 cents.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what the adults paid?
MR. HICKS:
Students was 20 cents; adults was 48, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they show a lot of double-feature movies at the Grove?
MR. HICKS:
No, not at the Grove.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who the manager was at the Grove at that time?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Edwin Booth.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did you work there?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I worked at the theaters off and on until 1950.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You were living up on Hunter at this time?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I lived on Hunter until '49.  I had those written down.  I believe it was '49.  So then Mom and Dad moved back, so I moved into Casper Hall dormitory.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was that located?
MR. HICKS:
Close to Jackson Square.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that where—out from the hospital today up on the little ridge there?

MR. HICKS:
No, no.  It was down probably closer to where the swimming pool place is now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, facing the Turnpike?
MR. HICKS:
Facing the Turnpike.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Parallel with the Turnpike, where the Subway is and all that corner down there?
MR. HICKS:
Subway and all through there.  There were several dormitories in there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  That was a men's only dormitory.  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, it was a men's.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me how that—what that looked like inside.  

MR. HICKS:
Well, it was more like a barracks—military barracks, I guess, because military barracks looked about the same.  But they just had small rooms, and you had a bed—it was probably a half-bed.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just a little bigger than a cot.
MR. HICKS:
A little bigger than a cot, and that was it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many to a room?
MR. HICKS:
Most of the time, one.  Then some of the rooms had two cots in it.  The one I was in just had the one.  There, again, you had—the bath was down the hall.  It was a common bath.  It was just a place to sleep, that was about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it warm in the wintertime?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, it was warm in the winter and hot in the summer.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  

MR. HICKS:
I don't think air conditioning had even been invented yet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Not in this part of the country.

MR. HICKS:
Not in this part of the country.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how much you paid for rent?
MR. HICKS:
Seems to me like, I believe, it was $10.00 a month or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, how did you get back and forth from where you lived in the dormitory to where you worked?  Were you still working at the Grove Theater?

MR. HICKS:
At the Grove part of the time, yeah.  By bus, we had to ride a bus.   Nobody had a car hardly.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So at the dormitory, where did you catch the bus?

MR. HICKS:
Well, see, where I was at, it was only—what—a few hundred yards down to the bus station.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That Central Bus Station there on the Turnpike.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, Central Bus Station.  It wasn't far.  You could get anywhere in Oak Ridge at any time on a bus.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, tell me how you knew which bus to get on?
MR. HICKS:
Well, they had numbers on them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Did they have anything above the windshield that indicated where they were going or anything?
MR. HICKS:
No.  I don't really know what those numbers were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, how did you learn what number—how did you know which one to start with?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it didn't take long to learn.  I don't know.  But if you got on the wrong one, you just took a ride.  That was about it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have transfers that you could get to go from one bus to the next?

MR. HICKS:
Yes, one bus to the other.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you could pay one fee and ride all over town.  

MR. HICKS:
Ride all over town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the bus station or where you got the bus and Grove Center located?
MR. HICKS:
Right here where American Reefer Wrappers was.  I don't know who's there now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On the back side of Grove Shopping Center.
MR. HICKS:
Of Grove Shopping Center, yeah.  That was it.  Then Jefferson was down where—right up from Tate's Tire Company.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  That old building is still there.
MR. HICKS:
Old building's still there, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So how long did you live in the dormitory?
MR. HICKS:
Not too long.  I just don't remember.  Because I know one summer, they had a bunch of people down here from Caterpillar in Peoria offering jobs.  So they was paying a dollar an hour and give you a bus ticket to get up there.  So I went up there in May, I think it was, right after school was out.  They closed the place down in August for vacation.  I go home and never went back.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old were you at that time?
MR. HICKS:
At that time, I was probably 17 or 18 or in that time period.  But I went up—that was my first venture out into the world.  I figured there had to be a better way to make a living.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you came back to Oak Ridge.
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you came back, what did you do for a job?
MR. HICKS:
I went back to work for the theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The theater.

MR. HICKS:
I worked several places here in Oak Ridge, you know.  For some reason, I'd—well, then I worked here at the Grove; then I worked over here at Tulip Town, part time also.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was Tulip Town?
MR. HICKS:
Grocery store.  It was right in the building we're at now here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What'd you do for Tulip Town?  What'd you do at the Tulip Town?
MR. HICKS:
I worked in the produce department.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that grocery store busy a lot?
MR. HICKS:
It was very busy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did it have a lot of check-out registers up front; do you remember that?

MR. HICKS:
I don't remember how many, but probably more than they've got now.  You know, just because they got a lot of registers, they don't use them.  You have to admit that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe how the inside of Tulip Town market.  Did they have food displays and things to attract people to buy canned goods, or maybe stacked up in pyramids or some kind of a display; do you remember?

MR. HICKS:
No.  It was a pretty well standard grocery store type.  But then, they didn't have to display anything.  The shelves were emptied pretty quick.  They didn't have any trouble having to display anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was shortage in those days; what could people not get much of?

MR. HICKS:
Well, sugar was one of those shortages, and coffee and meats.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the people standing in lines to—
MR. HICKS:
For everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
—get in the grocery store?
MR. HICKS:
To get in the grocery store.  It was just like city, it was just people.  I remember several shows that we had over there.  We didn't open until 11:00 in the morning.  You'd come and they'd be lined up all the way out down around the Oak Terrace, all the way back out.  There was enough people lined up out there to fill the theater up before it opened.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned the Oak Terrace.  What was the Oak Terrace?
MR. HICKS:
Oak Terrace was—I guess, it was one of the fanciest meeting places they had in Oak Ridge.  I'll put it that way.  There's a bowling alley downstairs, and then a big dance hall upstairs.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a restaurant in there, as well?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.  There was a restaurant.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who ran the Oak Terrace at that time?
MR. HICKS:
I'm just trying to think of her name, one of them.  There's two, but Shep Lauter?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I'm not sure.  He was at the Wildcat Den then.  But do you remember a couple named Roscoe and Amanda Stephens?
MR. HICKS:
Roscoe Stephens, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They were in charge of it then.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had it many years.

MR. HICKS:
Many years, yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But upstairs was a ballroom dance area.
MR. HICKS:
Big ballroom, dance area.  They had dances every Saturday night, and probably other nights also.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend any of those?
MR. HICKS:
I've attended some of them.  Went over there, and then I'd eat over there a lot of times.  The restaurant they had was downstairs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How was the food?
MR. HICKS:
It was good.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When they had all these dances, was there a lot of girls there versus boys?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
More girls than boys?
MR. HICKS:
More girls than boys, I'd say.  But most of them there were like couples.  I mean, it was kind of an elite place.  Really one of the better places in Oak Ridge.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What are some of the other stores you remember here in the Grove Center area?
MR. HICKS:
We had a drugstore across the street over there.  I'm trying to think of the name of it.  Williams?  No.  Nash Copeland had an auto parts place right where—who's up there now?  I can't remember, but where American Reefer Wrappers was, right in there.  He had a place.  Of course, we had a barber shop.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Post office is across from them.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, and the post office is right across from the theater.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was next door to the theater; wasn't there a house or something?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  American Legion—it was one of the old houses that was here.  A farm house and the American Legion was in it.  It was between the Grove and Oak Terrace.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall there was something special that sat out front of that American Legion?  Do you remember what that was, that most all kids crawled around on?  

MR. HICKS:
I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had a cannon or a gun of some sort.
MR. HICKS:
A cannon, yeah, it was a gun or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I remember about every kid in Oak Ridge, at least once, crawled around on that.  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  You know, we had a show—I can't think of the name of it—at the theater.  They brought a plane in; landed it down on the Turnpike.  It was like a carrier plane, picked the wings up and brought it up here.  We had it at the front of the Grove for a time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Really?  You remember the name of the movie?
MR. HICKS:
I can't remember the name of the movie.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that a war movie?
MR. HICKS:
A war movie, yeah.  But we brought that—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Whereabouts on the Turnpike did they land the plane?
MR. HICKS:
They landed the plane down—it was on that straight stretch, probably where Brunners, right in that area.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's the first time I've ever heard that.
MR. HICKS:
It is?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  

MR. HICKS:
I went down—took the car down there.  It wasn't mine; it was the manager's car, I think it was.  They put a thing on top of it with—I don't remember what all the lettering was on there—but I went down.  So after he landed, he could see the car.  He landed, and then we hooked a rope to it and pulled it on up to the theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So on the car, on the top of the car, you had some kind of a—some identifying message so that the pilot would know where to land?
MR. HICKS:
Where to land, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's interesting.

MR. HICKS:
And we brought it.  But I can't think of the name of that show.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you just hooked—they folded the wings up.
MR. HICKS:
Folded the wings up just like on—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And hooked a rope to the car and the plane, and you pulled it back to the Grove Theater.  So after that was over with, where did the guy go?  He went down on the Turnpike and took off?
MR. HICKS:
Went back to the Turnpike and took off.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what year that might have been?

MR. HICKS:
No.  It would have been somewhere between probably '47-'48 in there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That is very interesting.  

MR. HICKS:
We did a lot of interesting things.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That is the beauty about these interviews.  You learn about Oak Ridge history you never knew about.  

MR. HICKS:
Bob Baker.  You know Bob, didn't you?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MR. HICKS:
Well, Bob worked there.  He was our—what—assistant manager or something?  He had an old Nash car.  He decided to paint it up for something.  We used watercolors.  It didn't ever come out.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It stayed on the car.

MR. HICKS:
It stayed on the car.  But watercolors don't come off easy.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was a young man that was an usher over there that was in a couple of photographs that had been taken, standing out front.  Do you remember who that was?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Leonard Bowers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  


MR. HICKS:
I knew Leonard.  Then he had a brother who worked there, too.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Have you been in the theater—where the church is over there now—but inside the doors is still some of the original marquee.  Have you seen that?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  We were in there; in fact, they had what was it—a couple of years ago over there, an open house, you know, and invited everybody they knew that had ever worked there and what have you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much was popcorn in those days?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I think a bag was a nickel and a box was a dime.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about Cokes?
MR. HICKS:
Well, we didn't allow Cokes in there.  They made too big of a mess.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, I see.
MR. HICKS:
We had plenty of drinking fountains; but we didn't—at that time, well, they brought them in later.  But in the beginning, they wouldn't—you didn't have drinks in there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I remember a favorite thing that kids used to do is get peanuts and put them in the Coke, you know, and drink them.
MR. HICKS:
But no, we had, like you said, kids was nine cents.  And you know why it was nine cents, rather than—they thought about going up one time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No. 

MR. HICKS:
They were nine cents, and you got the nines, or the theater did.  But if you had charged anything over nine cents, you had to pay tax on it.  So they figured if they went up to 15 cents, they'd have to pay 4 cents tax, so they wouldn't make but another penny or two.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's pretty clever, wasn't it?
MR. HICKS:
Pretty clever, which kept a lot of kids going to the movies which couldn't have.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On Saturdays, did they have cartoons on Saturdays?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And a lot of children came?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.  A lot of people used the theater for babysitting.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, the Grove Theater was larger than the other theaters, wasn't it?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, yeah.  Grove Theater was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It had a large lobby inside.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, a large lobby and it had—it would seat, I believe, a thousand people.  It had a full stage, you know, for stage shows and what have you.  The dressing rooms back there and all that sort of stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you finished your job at the Grove Theater, where did you go to work?

MR. HICKS:
Well, I'm just trying to think.  Like I said, I worked on and off at various places.  But really when I left here, I went up to Michigan once, up to Detroit.  That was another one of my—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Ventures.
MR. HICKS:
—ventures.  I was there for about two or three months or less.  Then I got a call or a letter from Uncle Sam to report.  I was in the Reserves, so that was short lived.  I come back and went in the Marine Corp.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long were you in the Marine Corp.?
MR. HICKS:
I was only in there less than two years.  The time was, I had joined the Marine Corp. Reserve.  You know, when you join the Reserve, you'd end up getting $20.00 or $25.00 a month.  That was a bunch of money for me when I was in the Reserve.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to do full time military service?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Well, yeah, then I went on active duty.  This was in '51.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you got out of the Marines, you come back to Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
Come back to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you do when you came back to Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I came back.  I went down to K-25, interviewed and got a job.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your job there?
MR. HICKS:
As a reproductions clerk running the blueprint machine.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What'd you say?  I'm sorry, I didn't understand.
MR. HICKS:
Reproductions clerk.  It was just a blueprint operator is what it was in the Engineering Department.  But then I got the job, but you had to wait for a Q clearance for 90 days.  So I went up to McCrory's to talk to Willie Baker.  I was going to hunt Bob, and he was working somewhere around.  Willie said, "Well, they're hunting somebody to work here."  Don't tell me you're only going to be here for three months or something.  He said they're hunting a manager trainee.  So I interviewed, got the job, and went to work the next day.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now tell me what McCrorys was?
MR. HICKS:
Five and ten cent store. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was it located?
MR. HICKS:
Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Whereabouts in Jackson Square?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it was next to—between Loveman’s and the White Store, just up from the Ridge Theater.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the White Store there or was the A&P still there?
MR. HICKS:
Was it A&P store?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, A&P was before the White Store.
MR. HICKS:
Okay, A&P store.  Yeah, all right.  But it was just right in between the two.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
McCrory's was like just a small department-like store that sold a variety of things?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  They called it five and ten cents store.  They sold just all sorts of a variety—a variety store.  I don't reckon they have any more that's comparable to it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Woolworth's was sort of like McCrory's.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But they've changed as well.  

MR. HICKS:
They've changed as well.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So tell me about your duties in the McCrory's.
MR. HICKS:
Stocking, you know, just keeping the counter—I had a section to keep the counters stocked.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever make the assistant manager?  It was a trainee job.
MR. HICKS:
It was a trainee.  No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You left before that that.
MR. HICKS:
Well, I stayed my 90 days.  But, you know, what's funny.  I had to take a cut in pay to go to Carbide from McCrory's.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that right?
MR. HICKS:
Because I was making a dollar an hour at McCrory's, working 60 hours a week.  I went to Union Carbide, I was only make $55.00 a week, but it was 40 hours, so I was better off.  So then I went to do that.  Then I went back to work at the theaters at night to pick up some extra money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So Willie Baker was a clerk or an employee at McCrory's?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, at McCrory's.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was her job, do you remember?
MR. HICKS:
She was just on the sales counter, one of the counters.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So down at K-25 after you got your Q clearance and you were able to see restricted documents and classified documents and so forth.  Did you continue to do that job with the blueprints, or did you move to another job?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I was in, like I said, in the blueprints.  And then I become—we also run a taxi service out of there.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Throughout the plant.
MR. HICKS:
At the plant.  Well, they needed to go somewhere, to the airport or what have you, we'd take them over there.  I become real good friends with this guy.  He was head of the Mechanical Engineering Department.  So he was ready to—the one suggested.  He said, you're—you know, I took drawing in school.  So he said, you need to get out of there.  He said, “If you'll start night school taking drawing and engineering, I'll bring you up here and put you to work.”  So I went to work as a draftsman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So where did you go take the night courses?
MR. HICKS:
At Oak Ridge High, because UT had night courses out here.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to pay for those courses?
MR. HICKS:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You remember how much they were?
MR. HICKS:
No.  They weren't too much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how long did you take the night courses?
MR. HICKS:
For several years off and on.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your pay increase when you went to the other job?  

MR. HICKS:
It was—I don't really remember, but it was quite a bit more.  So I was finally able to settle down on one job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Down at K-25?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your hours; what'd you work?
MR. HICKS:
Eight to four-thirty (8:00 to 4:30).

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You ride the bus back and forth?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I did some.  I drove some.  I was finally able to get a car.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of car did you have?  What type of car was it?
MR. HICKS:
An old '41 Plymouth.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you buy it in Oak Ridge?  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  I bought it in high school really.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much did a '41 Plymouth cost in those days?

MR. HICKS:
A hundred dollars ($100.00).  And it wouldn't run, so I had to do some work on it.  But between my brother, my dad and myself, we got it fixed.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, where were you living when you worked at K-25?
MR. HICKS:
Well, at the K-25, when we come back after I got out of the Marine Corp.  I got a one-bedroom flat top on Jasper Lane.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you do—when you were in high school or after high school, did you do a lot of dating?
MR. HICKS:
Well, yeah.  Whenever—we skipped over that, yeah.  Then I got married in 1950.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, when you went on a date, where did you go?
MR. HICKS:
Well, most of the time, we went to the Snow White.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about the Snow White; what was that?
MR. HICKS:
That was a restaurant, kind of a drive-in.  You always circled it a few times, then went in and eat.  That was really one of the bigger attractions in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what kind of food did they serve?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it was equivalent to—I remember the hamburger steaks.  I really liked them, and fries and what have you.  It was a fast food faire, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Hamburgers.
MR. HICKS:
Hamburgers, hot dogs, this type of stuff.  It was good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
My memory of the Snow White was those slaw hamburgers with the cooked onions on them.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Kind of similar to what Krystal's got now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Snow White was better than Krystals.

MR. HICKS:
Oh, they were.  Yeah, they were a little bigger too.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have curb hops at the Snow White?
MR. HICKS:
I don't believe they did.  Did they have curb hops?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At one time, they did.
MR. HICKS:
At one time, they did have curb hops.  But I always went in.  I liked going in, so we did that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what the inside of the Snow White looked like?  

MR. HICKS:
Kind of vaguely.  It's been 60-70 years ago.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Been a few years back.
MR. HICKS:
My memory is not too well, you know, on what it looked like.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were some of the other places you went when you was on a date?  Did you ever go to the movies?
MR. HICKS:
Very seldom.  Well, I would invite them to the movies while I was working.  After the movie, we'd go somewhere else.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So your enticement to the lady was to come to the movies.  You let her in free, I presume.
MR. HICKS:
That's right.  And then—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then we go out to have hamburgers and Cokes somewhere.

MR. HICKS:
But I met my wife on St. Patrick's day in 1950.  She worked at the phone company.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you meet her?  

MR. HICKS:
At the theater.  We got married the 6th of April, three weeks later.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was her name?
MR. HICKS:
Jewel's Chapel, it was in North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did she live in Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
She had a house up on Washburn Circle.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old were you at that time?
MR. HICKS:
Eighteen (18).

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old was she?
MR. HICKS:
Eighteen (18).  We dated three weeks, and it only lasted 63 years.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Three weeks of dating and 63 years of marriage.  Is she still alive today?
MR. HICKS:
No, she died in February.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's quite unusual.  Generally, you get to know somebody longer than three weeks; but that goes to show you, you had true love from the very beginning.  So how long did you work at K-25?  

MR. HICKS:
I believe until '54; then I went to Y-12, stayed there until '63; then went to X-10.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you do at Y-12?
MR. HICKS:
Drawing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
X-10, the same?
MR. HICKS:
X-10, and I finally got my engineer's rating when I went to X-10.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So why did you transfer from one plant to the other?
MR. HICKS:
Well, at K-25, they were having layoffs.  They was needing people at Y-12, so it was just a transfer.  You never lost any time.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was Union Carbide?  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like to work for Union Carbide?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  I had no problem with them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you retire from Union Carbide?
MR. HICKS:
No.  Retired from Martin Marietta, I believe it was.  They had them then, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was quite a difference in the two companies, wasn't there?
MR. HICKS:
Yup.  I stayed there—what—37 years, I believe it was, 37-1/2 years between all three plants, but still under the same, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back in the early days when you were growing up, did you remember a lot of mud throughout the city?  

MR. HICKS:
Oh, yes.  A lot of mud and wood sidewalks.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just about everywhere you went, it was wood sidewalks.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  If it wasn't, it was mud.  Because they had a problem—I don't think they had a gravel pit around here that they could get to very good.  We didn't have much gravel.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Gene, did you ever go to the Skyway Drive-In?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about the experiences at the Skyway Drive-In; what was it like?

MR. HICKS:
Well, it was—I did go there on a date or two.  I have to admit, yeah.  It wasn't associated with our theaters.  So we had to do some horse trading, but we managed to do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you got in free there, too?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  The guys that worked over there got in free.  It was a—because money was rather scarce.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.
MR. HICKS:
I mean, very scarce.  But enjoyed the Drive-In over there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me back up a little bit and ask you:  When you were growing up, what type of neighborhoods—what was the neighborhoods like in the area that you grew up in?
MR. HICKS:
You mean in Oak Ridge?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, right, in Oak Ridge.
MR. HICKS:
In Oak Ridge, because we didn't have neighborhoods where I grew up.  They were very, very quiet.  You never—I don't think anybody ever locked their door.  It was just—you never—really, I don't remember any of them that we ever lived in, that you ever heard a neighbor's voice raised or, you know.  And the children was all very well behaved.  They all had parents and lived with their parents.  I think that was it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the gates?  

MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about that; what do you remember about the gates?  

MR. HICKS:
Well, having to get a pass to get in and out.  You always had to go through a gate, you know.  But it wasn't an intimidating process, you know, stop.  Occasionally, they'd search your car.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were they looking for?
MR. HICKS:
I have no idea.  I think they were supposed to search every 20th car that come through.  I doubt if they even knew what they were looking for.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall having a personal ID badge when you were a kid?  

MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.  I still got it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your family have people come and visit?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  We did on occasion.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And had to get a pass for them?
MR. HICKS:
We had to get a pass for them, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to go to the gate to meet them; do you remember what gate you had to go to?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I'd escort them where they were coming in.  You know, I would just go to the gate and meet them is what we always did.  Most of the time, it was either out at Edgemore or Elza gate.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you feel like you were safe growing up in Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
Yes, never had any—never had any problems like you do now.  It was just, you know, it was very safe here.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what Christmas was like growing up here in Oak Ridge.  Was it different than when you lived in Powell—I mean, Claxton?
MR. HICKS:
I never—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Heiskell, get it right.
MR. HICKS:
Heiskell, don't put me down in Claxton.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Sorry, Heiskell.
MR. HICKS:
It was well really pretty well the same.  It was just family get together.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just minimal gifts.

MR. HICKS:
Oh, very minimal, very minimal.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just appreciative that you had a Christmas.
MR. HICKS:
That we had a Christmas, and you had a special meal.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about a telephone; did your family have a telephone?

MR. HICKS:
Not for—no, we didn't have a phone.  I believe up on Hunter Circle, they finally did get the phone.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were they on a party line?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did a party line—what does that mean?
MR. HICKS:
That means when you pick the phone up, if somebody's talking, you wait until they get through, and then you can use it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you know if the phone rang, it was time for you to pick it up?

MR. HICKS:
Well, it was different rings.  It was different rings.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about milk delivery; how was milk—how did you get milk in those days?

MR. HICKS:
We got milk from the milkman.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Delivered to the door?
MR. HICKS:
Delivered to the door, yeah.  Whatever you wanted, you set the empty bottles out and he filled them up—or not filled them, but replaced.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, how did you pay him for it?  How'd you pay for the milk?
MR. HICKS:
Well, he come by or you'd catch him once a week or sometime and pay him.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Same way with the newspaper?  

MR. HICKS:
Same way with the newspaper.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about rolling stores; do you remember those stores on trucks?

MR. HICKS:
Oh, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe to me what they were like?

MR. HICKS:
Well, it was an old school bus, and they had food on there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Canned goods?
MR. HICKS:
Well, they had canned goods.  I don't think they had any refrigerated stuff on there.  But it was canned good, vegetables and stuff like this, yeah.  Then we had people that come by selling eggs and butter and this type of stuff, you know.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a lot of door-to-door salesmen in those days?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, Jewel-T Company, Standard Coffee.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about when they opened the gates to Oak Ridge in March of 1949?  

MR. HICKS:
I remember a lot of hullaballoo going on.  We had a bunch of them on the stage at Grove.  I was working there then.  Ray McDonald and a bunch of those.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Movie stars that came in?
MR. HICKS:
Movie stars, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did they do?
MR. HICKS:
Well, they put on—well, sing, I think.  Wasn't she a singer or something?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Rod Cameron, western star.  

MR. HICKS:
Western star and stuff.  They were on the stage down at Grove, had stage shows.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go to any of the parade?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Or the Elza gate opening?
MR. HICKS:
Opening, parades, yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the Elza gate opening?

MR. HICKS:
Just a lot of people.  You know, it wasn't—I don't remember anything.  I know I came back and got up on top of the Ridge Theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
For the parade?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  We had to go up there to change the marquee.  I knew how to get there anyway, so we just went up on top.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you had a real good view, right?
MR. HICKS:
I had a good view from the top, yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you at Elza Gate when the ribbon went off?
MR. HICKS:
No, I didn't.  I wasn't that far out. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the dances—the banquet they had that night at the Oak Terrace; did you attend any of that?
MR. HICKS:
No, because we was at the theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever go down to the Atomic Museum that was down at Jefferson? It opened the same weekend.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You visit that?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  Where the old cafeteria was?  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember and where were you when you heard about them dropping the bomb on Japan in 1945?
MR. HICKS:
In '45?  I can't remember.  I know where I was in '41 when they dropped the—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Pearl Harbor.
MR. HICKS:
Pearl Harbor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were you then?
MR. HICKS:
I was in school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you think about that?
MR. HICKS:
I was ready to go in the Army.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Ready to go fight.  

MR. HICKS:
That's right, that's right.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many children did you and your wife have?
MR. HICKS:
Two.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were their names?
MR. HICKS:
Michael and Angela.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where are they today?
MR. HICKS:
Mike's in—I don't know right now where he's at—somewhere out in Colorado.  But anyway, he lives in Jefferson City.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do they have children?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  He's got two children and she's got two, so I've got four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Wow.  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  He lives up, like I said, in Jefferson City.  And Angie lives here in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your wife ever work during your marriage?
MR. HICKS:
Very little.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did she do when she worked?  

MR. HICKS:
Well, she worked down at, I guess, at Penney's.  She went to work down there.  We had both the kids in college at one time.  If you've ever had two kids in college and trying to pay the bills.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I understand.
MR. HICKS:
But she worked down there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your children go through the Oak Ridge school system?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, all the way.  Highland View, because we lived up on Wainwright Road and they walked to school.  Then when I moved down to where we're at now—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where are you living now?
MR. HICKS:
Louisiana Avenue.  We moved down there, and Angie started the junior high and Mike started high school.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What's your address on Louisiana?
MR. HICKS:
173.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how long have you lived there?
MR. HICKS:
Since '66. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of house is that?
MR. HICKS:
It was built in '63, built by Moore Kitchens.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you feel like your children got a good education through the Oak Ridge school system?
MR. HICKS:
I think so.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what kind of dress code they had, compared to yours, going to school?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  They wore much nicer clothes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that because you provided nicer clothes, or was that just the dress?
MR. HICKS:
Well, they were just, you know—well, we provided them, but it wasn't—but they had to have certain types of clothes, you know.  They thought they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were raising your family, what did you do for fun?
MR. HICKS:
Well, we spent a lot of time on the lake.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Which lake was that?
MR. HICKS:
Norris mostly.  Had a boat, and they enjoyed that.  They enjoyed the water, and we spent a lot of time on the lake.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall some of the places your wife did her grocery shopping?
MR. HICKS:
Well, other than just standard stores around here mostly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A&P?
MR. HICKS:
A&P.  I guess, White Stores.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the hospital; did you ever have to use the hospital for any reason?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah.  We used the hospital.  You know, it was nice in the beginning.  I think—what was it—$5.00 a day or something if you had to go.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I don't remember, but that sounds about right.  Was it a good hospital?

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  It was a good hospital.  I didn't have no problems.  I had a couple of trips up there.  And then I had my wife in there a few times, and the kids too.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the dental facilities; do you think they were good as well?  

MR. HICKS:
They were good, yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you or your wife belong to any clubs or anything like that?
MR. HICKS:
Well, the square dance clubs we did.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you do your square dancing?
MR. HICKS:
Here in Oak Ridge mostly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Whereabouts in Oak Ridge?
MR. HICKS:
Well, we started—it was before they built the Civic Center.  It was right across from—

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Ridge Rec Hall?
MR. HICKS:
Ridge Rec Hall, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Jackson Square?
MR. HICKS:
Jackson Square Ridge Rec Hall.  Then up at the schools.  We danced in the schools, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what the inside of that Ridge Rec Hall looked like?  

MR. HICKS:
Well, not really.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it wooden floors?
MR. HICKS:
Oh, yeah, it was wooden floors.  It had a very high ceiling in it, as I remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you enter that on the upper side on Broadway?  That would be facing where the—
MR. HICKS:
On Kentucky, I believe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On the bottom side?


MR. HICKS:
On the bottom side.  Then they had another—there was something upstairs, and you entered from Broadway, I believe.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The library was in there at one time.  

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, the library was in there.  But no, that was one of our biggest things that we joined, we all participated in.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many years did you square dance?  

MR. HICKS:
Twenty-thirty (20-30) years.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you enter competitions—square dancing competition or anything like that?  
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, pretty well.  We always went to Fontana twice a year.  You know, just had a great time with it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How do you think the city's progressed over the years since you've been here?

MR. HICKS:
Well, a lot of things they've done that I've not approved of.  I mean, you know, to me one of the worst things that they've done in Oak Ridge—I kind of blame Parker Hardy for that—is changing the name of the thing.  Getting rid of the Atomic City and making it Secret City.  I still get calls and letters and stuff from people that used to live here.  The first thing they say is, "How's things in the Atomic City?"  And for them to change it around to Secret City or something like that, that just has always been a sore spot with me.  I mean, history is history.  I think it ought to stay that way.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There's a lot of people that have that same opinion.  
MR. HICKS:
But now the city, I think, it does things mostly good; except for if they get involved in real estate.  We're sunk then, the citizens are.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What's your opinion on the Mall situation that we—
MR. HICKS:
Well, that's what I'm saying.  They got involved in, you know, and the Chamber and city, too, wanted to get rid of it because somebody said it was too big for here.  They got rid of it and lost everything really.  Still, I ain’t figured it out; maybe you could figure it out.  I just wonder if they're paying any taxes on that sitting down there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I don't have the answer to that.  That's out of my category.  Gene, what's the most amazing thing you've seen in your lifetime?
MR. HICKS:
The most amazing thing?  Well, I guess, this internet thing is really the most amazing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The computer age?
MR. HICKS:
The computer age.  Like I said, I came from—we didn't even get electricity until after World War II; and that was '45-'46 before we ever got electricity in the house.  This computer age, and it's already passed me and gone.  I can't keep up with it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think the computer age outweighs going to the moon?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, I do.  I think it's—I believe that's the most, you know.  I mean, there's been a lot of things that went on.  But this is—every time I think of it, I think of the old newspaper with cartoon of Dick Tracy with his watch, where he could talk to people with it.  I wonder why somebody don't come up with that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I'm sure they've got it.  It's just not in demand.
MR. HICKS:
They got it in demand, you know.  Consider your cell phone.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There's another thing that comes to mind.  What do you remember about Happy Valley down at K-25?
MR. HICKS:
Well, I don't remember a lot about Happy Valley.  But I know that I went down there a couple of times to the theater, Happy Valley or Playtime theater, I believe is what they call it.  I know the rec hall and this stuff was close to that pond that was over there.  I remember that more than anything else.  Those big cattails in it.  It was full of them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, that would be on the right side of the road.

MR. HICKS:
Going down, it's on the left side.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I mean, on the left side—that's correct.  That pond that's there today is what you're referring to?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  That pond was big and it was completely full of cattails.  Things were growing up in it.  It was kind of always amazing to me.  Why I think more about the cattails that I do about Happy Valley.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what it looked like down there?
MR. HICKS:
Well, it was very similar to Middletown.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Middletown on the Turnpike.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, on the Turnpike.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Trailers.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  But the building that was there, you know, which had a grocery store and the theater.  I guess, that's about all—they had two or three businesses.  It was very similar, my memory, to what Middletown looked like.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We don't have many people that live there, and we don't have a lot of information about Happy Valley.  That's good to know. 

MR. HICKS:
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned to me earlier before this interview about a picture you had of a service station.  Where was that located in Happy Valley?
MR. HICKS:
It was located at—it was kind of at this end of Happy Valley.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
About where the red light at Blair Road.
MR. HICKS:
Red light at Blair Road.  I think at the time if you had been coming down Blair Road and went straight across, you'd run into the service station.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it just a service station by itself?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, just a service station by itself.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember if you went down Blair Road back towards the back side of K-25, do you remember anything back down through there?
MR. HICKS:
No.  At that time, I never, you know—because, well, I'd left—didn't work at K-25 any longer.  But, you know, you had to have a separate pass to get in to go down there.  Even after they closed the gates, you know, you still couldn't go without a badge.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is it sad to see that the OU building is being demolished?
MR. HICKS:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It's pretty much on the ground, almost all of it.
MR. HICKS:
Almost gone, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Hopefully, we'll get—hopefully, the national park will come in and will have something set up down there.
MR. HICKS:
Yeah, something set up.  No, it's—and of course, you know, older buildings.  I sure hate to see the old hotel up here just sitting there rotting down.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, now, there's a business in there now that's rejuvenating it.  So it's coming back.

MR. HICKS:
Yeah, it's coming back.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It's a shame it stayed that way that long.
MR. HICKS:
You know, it's a shame that it stayed that way for so long.  It's going to take a lot of rejuvenating now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, they're in the business to do that.  That's what they do best.  Is there anything that we haven't talked about you'd like to talk about?

MR. HICKS:
Nothing that I know of.  We've pretty well covered the gamut, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So Oak Ridge has been your home.  As far as you're concerned, that's going to be the last home that you'll have.
MR. HICKS:
That's right.  Been here 46 years—what does that make me?  It makes me several years older.  I've lived here so long now it almost feels like home.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, Gene, it's been my pleasure to interview you.  I believe your oral history will be a tribute to the history of Oak Ridge.  I thank you very much.

MR. HICKS:
All right, and I thank you.  

[End of Interview]
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