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MR. MCDANIEL:  This is Keith McDaniel, and today is June 20, 2016, first day of summer, and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Charlie Hensley. Charlie, thank you for coming by, and talking with us.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, thank you, Keith. I was somewhat surprised, (laughter) you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, you know, you're, you're a long-time Oak Ridger, and I'm sure you've got some interesting stories to tell.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, I just, I, kind of, thought after you invited me to, to do this, I, kind of, thought about it a little bit last night. And, I guess that, thinking about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, I got here purely by luck.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I want to, I want to get you there.
MR. HENSLEY:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I want to take you through ...
MR. HENSLEY:  All right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... some questions ...
MR. HENSLEY:  All right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... to get you there. First of all, tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MR. HENSLEY:  I was born in Huntington, West Virginia. My sweet old mom worked for the railroad for 44 years. My dad worked for the railroad for 22 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah. They were, they were Depression Era people. My dad would get mad at me if I asked him for a dime.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that ... ? Yeah, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, they were very frugal, but I don't know if you notice, but people who lived through the Depression, they have a unique way of looking at the world.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They do. And they don't throw things out.
MR. HENSLEY:  That's right. They don't throw things out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  And, I don't throw things out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, I'm sure, I'm sure. The ... So, were you an only child? Did you have brothers or sisters?
MR. HENSLEY:  No, I have a brother, and he passed away last July.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, he was my dear brother. He, we had never lived more than about 15 or 20 minutes apart, except for when he was in the military, in the early '50s, during the Korean war, he was in ... But, he lucked out, and went to Germany.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Uh-huh, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  And, he went to California for a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  He was, kind of, like the neat dad that got me my first bicycle, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... my first BB gun, and taught me how to drive a car. And he's, he lived here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did he?
MR. HENSLEY:  He came here in 1967, and sent me an application, and that's, pretty much, how I got here in 1968.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, so, ... did you go to high school in West Virginia?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  I was born in Huntington, but I, I lived in a little town called Ceredo. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's named after Ceres, goddess of grain. It was a Utopian community back in the 1800s, and there were, there were four factories there. There was a dynamite factory, a flour mill, a shoe factory and a match factory. It's, of course, you can imagine what happened. The match factory burned down, (laughter) the dynamite factory blew up, and the flour mill fell in the river. (laughter) But, the shoe factory was still there when I was a kid.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, it's an interesting place.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) I bet, I bet.

MR. HENSLEY:  One thing about Ceredo, Keith, that I noticed, there were probably, and I don't want this to sound wrong, but there were, probably, more town drunks in that place than any you could ever imagine. I never realized until, probably, a few years ago that all those guys were combat veterans from World War II.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, they had all been in places like the Battle of the Bulge and Omaha Beach. And I think this was back before the, the stress disorder was, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... pretty commonly known, and I think those guys were probably victims of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, they came back and got a job ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Came back and got a job.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... in those factories.
MR. HENSLEY:  They had names like, "Coonfoot," and "Cob," and "Sleepy," and "June."

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Oh, my goodness.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that's something, that's something. So, so when you graduated high school, what did you do?

MR. HENSLEY:  I went straight to Marshall University.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you?
MR. HENSLEY:  I was, I was a townie.  Ceredo was only eight miles away.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I commuted back and forth to Marshall, Marshall University…
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  …and, I got a degree in engineering science.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's a very small school, you know, some of the classes might have five or six people in them. So, you got to know the ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  ... instructors, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That small.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... by their first name, you know, Sam, and Tom, and, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, so Marshall, Marshall, was it a private school?

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, no, it's a state, state supported school…
MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MR. HENSLEY:  …in West Virginia.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  While I was there, it went from Marshall College to Marshall University. They've got a pretty good football team, now. I, I'd like to see the Big Orange playing the Green.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's, that's, Marshall's famous for the plane crash ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, very ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... that killed their football team.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, very unfortunate.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, and ...
MR. HENSLEY:  I had been here two years when that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. I knew, I knew people on the plane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah. It was very sad. My, because I was down here, and I had started a new career, and I'd been here two years, my mom was still in West Virginia, and she let me know about it. It really didn't soak in, but when I saw the movie that Matthew McConaughey made ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  I had to go out in the lobby, and cry.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really? It was ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... just it really hit you then, didn't it?

MR. HENSLEY:  It hit me then.

MR. MCDANIEL:  My, my goodness.
MR. HENSLEY:  I’ve been back to visit the school, and they have a big memorial, right in the middle of campus, with all the names.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's very, very tragic occurrence.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I have a friend of mine, David Dwyer, from Maryville, he's an actor, and he was in that movie.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, what part did he play?

MR. MCDANIEL:  He played, he played the guy that got on the plane instead of Matthew Fox. He had to go back to his daughter's piano recital.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And he switched places with Matthew Fox. He's bald.

MR. HENSLEY:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Bald-headed guy.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, he was, you know, he was in that, he was in that movie. He's been in a lots of movies.

MR. HENSLEY:  The airport, the airport where that occurred was actually in my hometown of Ceredo ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. HENSLEY:  ... not in Huntington. It was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... two miles from my house.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? All right, so, so you get your, you get your, what'd you say, engineering degree?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Engineering science degree.

MR. HENSLEY:  Engineering science degree.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that, is that something you were interested in, or just, you know, you figure that'll be a good way to get a job.

MR. HENSLEY:  My brother was an engineer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  He was still studying. In fact, he actually went to Marshall at the same time I did, but I was a few years behind him. He went to the military. Went to California, got a job out there, realized he couldn't have a career without an education.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, he came back, went back to Marshall.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How much, how many years older than you was he?

MR. HENSLEY:  Twelve.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Twelve years. Oh ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Twelve years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... so he was really ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... several years older. So, he really was, sort of, like a father figure to you ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, he was so wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... wasn't he?

MR. HENSLEY:  I miss him, miss him every day.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure. The ... So, when you got through at, in college, where, where did you go? What did you do?

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, you know at Marshall, they had a really nice placement service, and I took a bunch of interview trips, you know. I talked to Kaiser Aluminum, and Owens Illinois Glass, which I'd had a summer job working for. And, at General Electric, in Cincinnati, making jet engines. But, my brother, Frank, sent me the application, and they offered me an interview trip here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MR. HENSLEY: He was already here, and I liked being around my brother. I also liked being around the Atlanta Braves. (laughs) I'm a big baseball fan.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. So, that's pretty close to Atlanta.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What year was that? '67?

MR. HENSLEY:  1968.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, '68.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you, so, you came to Oak Ridge. Had you been to Oak Ridge before, to visit your brother?

MR. HENSLEY:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  No. He'd only been here six months.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I see.
MR. HENSLEY:  I came down in March for the interview trip.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, who did you meet with? How did that go? What was your first impressions?

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, I met, the interview, the guy that interviewed me was a guy named Al Burris. He's unforgettable. He was very, very outgoing guy. Kind of reminded me of Ted, Ted Baxter.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really? 

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, was this at Y-12, were you interviewed?

MR. HENSLEY:  No, it was at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  What was so good about it was, here I am, I'm basically right out of college. I'm not quite sure what I wanted to do.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  The K-25 plant had this wonderful training program, called the Career Development Program, where you got to work for two years, and you worked for four months in each major division.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh!
MR. HENSLEY:  Which was operations, the technical division, the engineering division, you know, and maintenance.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  That was, and you didn't, you didn't have to decide where you went until after the program was over. If they liked you, you could go where you wanted to go.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really? So ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you had lots of different experiences.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes. I got to meet all of these neat people. It, it's very interesting, Keith, that the, the Manhattan Project guys were still there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure. I mean, you know, many of them were.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because they had come young. I mean, they had come to work on the Manhattan Project, like you, right out of college, most of them.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, Frank Strang, Bob Dyer, Sam Senatore. Because, because, my career, in my career in Oak Ridge, the most fun part of all of it has been all the interesting people that I've gotten to meet.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  The city council job, all of this, all of it's getting to meet interesting people. A lot like you, for instance. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  I mean, you're, you're a jewel. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, thank you. The ... So, you came, and you worked, and you worked these four different divisions, over the course of two years ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... at K-25. What were some of the things that you did? Who were some of the people that you interacted with? Do you have any good stories, or things that you remember ...

MR. HENSLEY:  The first thing I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... from that time.
MR. HENSLEY:  The first thing I remembered was a guy named John Runyan that was in the HR department.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MR. HENSLEY:  Of course, in 1968, the Vietnam War was just getting started. And, they wrote a letter to my draft board in West Virginia, basically, saying -- after I was hired -- basically, saying that the United States nuclear program would collapse if Charlie Hensley was drafted. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  You know, in about two weeks, I got a big 1A back from the draft board.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Yeah, yeah, sure, there you go.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, and I remember that letter. I said, this, this can't be me that they're writing about here, because I was as green as cheese, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, I met Frank Strang. He was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, who was he?

MR. HENSLEY:  He was the guy who was the head of the barrier plant.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Now, I don't know if you know Grey Strang Field, the baseball field. That's named after his son.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Bob Dyer. Bob Dyer was a, he was the head of the operations division. He came over the microphone every morning, with this big booming voice, giving the weather report.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah. There was this ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  When ... When did he pass away? Because ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Bob? I don't know if he's gone yet.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I think I interviewed him when I did the Secret City movies. I think I interviewed him.

MR. HENSLEY:  Probably, yeah. Did he really? Is he gone now?

MR. MCDANIEL:  I don't, I don't remember. I don't remember. So many of them have, since I interviewed those people.

MR. HENSLEY:  It was so fun, Keith, to work out there, because those guys worked hard. They had been in that plant from the very construction of the plant. So, the operating that, they were part of the plant.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  They were a piece of the plant. You detected that when you worked with them. They, they worked hard all day, and that, that carried over to guys like me, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Because I got to meet these fellows, it, kind of, got to be my work ethic also.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, they also played hard. They used to have things like the K-25 Christmas party. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  I remember one, in 1969, that was, you know, everybody was wrapped up in the Apollo program.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Mmm-hmm, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  And, we had Ray Kateski and Ted Keprowski, who dressed up in pink tights, and they had a mock space capsule, and they came out of the capsule as pink Polack astronauts. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's hilarious.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, Gordon Fee. You can kid Gordon Fee ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... about this. Gordon Fee came running in wrapped up in aluminum foil, dressed as the Man from Glad. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Are you serious?
MR. HENSLEY:  (laughs) Oh, I'm dead serious.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) That's funny. That is funny. 

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Gordon, now Gordon's a talker. I've interviewed Gordon several times, but I always tell this story about Gordon -- you'll appreciate this -- is, when I did Gordon's oral history interview, like this, been several years ago, I said, Yeah, I said, I asked my first question, and 45 minutes later, I got to ask my second one. (laughter) So ... But, that sounds, that sounds fun. So, so you completed your two-year ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... program there.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And then, what did you do?
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, then I elected to go to the Technical Division, which was the group that built the gas centrifuges.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Which was a wonderful place to be. It was a high-tech place, it was mechanically, because, you know, rotating equipment, that's mechanical.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  That's what I love. My hobbies are mechanical. But, I, I lasted about six months there, and I didn't feel like that I was getting the responsibility I wanted. So, I switched over to the Engineering Division.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  That happened to be where my brother was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, there were guys there, too, like Ralph Deaderick. He was a veteran of the Manhattan Project. Sylvan Cromer was the head of the Engineering Division, and I, I fit right in there, too. So, it's, it was, it's been wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, what did you work on, when you moved over there? Was it still the centrifuge stuff?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, because of my knowledge of the centrifuge program, they immediately put me to work on the centrifuge program, on capital projects. We built several facilities. We built the, the K-1200 facility, which was a facility to demonstrate how to build production centrifuges on a ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... big production level.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  That building still exists. We also built the, the K-1600 building, but if I told you what that was for, I'd have to shoot you, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, well we don't want that. We don't want that.
MR. HENSLEY:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, I've got, I've got a story about that, but we're not going to say it right now.

MR. HENSLEY:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you ... so you did that. So, how long did you work at K-25?
MR. HENSLEY:  I was there until about 1976. I guess I just had too much fun, because they, they transferred me to the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  At the Laboratory, there were guys there that had been part of the Manhattan Project.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And this, and, in 1976, Union Carbide was still running everything.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, so, they ran the whole city, basically, all the ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, Carbide was a blessed contractor.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  I think the last reasonable retirement increase that we've had was when Carbide left. They did it as a public service.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, of course.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, at ORNL, I, I worked on nuclear fuels reprocessing. We worked on Gas Fueled reactors, we worked on the Liquid Metal Fast Breeder, which was the one that, that TVA was going to build at, on the Clinch River.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Unfortunately, when, when Chernobyl, and Three Mile Island occurred, you know, Three Mile Island, they say, is the worst accident in history, that never hurt anybody.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MR. HENSLEY:  But it's, it, pretty much, put the nuclear program in, on hold.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, exactly.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I switched over to working on robotics, and, eventually, on waste processing at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. They promoted me to management and, at that time, they were, they needed people at Y-12, so, myself and my whole group, got transferred to Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow, wow... So, so tell me some stories about the Lab. What was it like? What was it like working at the country club, as they call it? (laughter) As the Y-12 people call it, excuse me.

MR. HENSLEY:  It was different.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah. It was very different. It was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet it was a different type of people that worked there, than worked at K-25.

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, yeah, you, everybody at the Laboratory, essentially, were subservient to PhDs, who worked on whatever research projects they were working on.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  All of the things I worked on were research projects. So, we were assigned to various divisions, like the Chem Tech Division. Which, here again, I met, met many friends. A guy named Orlan Yarbro, John Chandler, you know, these were all guys that had been there since in the mid-40s.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right, right ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Chandler used to call me L. Charles.

MR. MCDANIEL:  He did?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, they, I'm Leonard Charles, and he'd call me L. Charles because I signed my name, L. Charles.

MR. MCDANIEL:  L. Charles, right.

MR. HENSLEY:  I loved John, but John felt like that the engineers working for him were his slaves.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really? (laughter) There you go.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, and he and I got to, we got to be great friends. But, he and I also didn't like the fact that, he didn't want me to sign my own drawings. He wanted to sign the drawings.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, and we got, really crossways about that, because I've been a licensed PE [Professional Engineer] for, you know, since '72. I didn't like somebody else signing my drawings. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, in the grand scheme of things, that's very minor, though. I love John Chandler.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What was the difference in, between working, was there a different working environment from K-25 and, and the Lab?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. It was much looser. They, the people at the Lab, felt that if you were getting your research done, you were free to leave, and come and go as you pleased.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Now, at the time, engineering, when I went there, engineering was not a three-plant organization.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  They had K-25 engineering, had X-10 engineering and Y-12. But, the leader of the Engineering Division, which was George Jasney, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  You, probably, have heard of George, or maybe ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah. Oh, yeah, sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  ... knew him. He wanted to consolidate all the engineering divisions, and because I was an aggressive individual, that I would, essentially, get sent out there, kind of like a second lieutenant, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  I'll never forget what Hugh Beeson told me one time. He said, "Go out there, and get into the Chem Tech Division, and get involved, and do a really good job," he said, "but don't do such a good job that they throw you out." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  What the hell's that supposed to mean, you know?

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, it didn't work, because I got thrown out ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  You got thrown out? Sure. Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, yeah, I came back and, and started working on the Gas Cooled Reactor program.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  That was very interesting, also. There were guys like Ron Bradley and John Ceese. I think John is still around. It's ... But, the thread, the thread through all of this, Keith, is the people I got to meet.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.

MR. HENSLEY:  You know, it was such a pleasure.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, how, so, you said you, your whole division got transferred, or your whole group, got transferred to Y-12.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, did you stay there until you retired?
MR. HENSLEY:  No, at Y-12, course, Y-12, you’re working on weapons programs, and also, a lot of people don't realize is that Y-12 also dismantles nukes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  One of the projects that I worked on was dismantling nukes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because they dismantle nukes to, I guess, retrofit, or to ... Can you tell me why they do that?

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, they come, they, there's some expendable materials in the old ones.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Those, they bring back, and dismantle, and reprocess the material.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's right. Right, right, right ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Some have components that are outdated, and they replace them with new components.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  They upgrade them. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Others, they completely disassemble.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Just disassemble.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. Because of treaties there, we're reducing our stockpile. I believe, at one time, there were 30 thousand nukes out there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  And, now we're down to, you know, 10 thousand, or something.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  I don't know. It's ... I don't know the numbers, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  What a lot of people don't realize is the, I believe, the START II treaty, when we, essentially, purchased a bunch of nukes from the Russians, half of our power, that comes from nuclear reactors, comes from dismantled Soviet weapons ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  ... that have been put back into the fuel stream.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, that, that's this light here that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, but what a perfect place to be able to do that? Oak Ridge. You know, dismantle those ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... take it, you know, where the reactor folks, you know, you know, would develop ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... you know, nuclear power, right here in Oak Ridge, you know.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, so anyways, perfect place for it.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.  Lot of other interesting things occur at Y-12, too, like, we made the, I was involved in making nuclear fuel elements for the, the Navy's nuclear programs. And, also, fuel elements for the X-10 HFIR [High Flux Isotope Reactor] reactor, which is ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?

MR. HENSLEY:  ... yeah, generating medical isotopes, so. So, here, again, blind luck got me into a place that got me together with all these wonderful people.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  All this high-tech work that, that, it's just, it was nirvana. I, I just thank God, I don't know how to say it any other way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Well, the ... It, it is interesting if you look at K-25, and the Lab, and then, Y-12, that, you know, like you said, the Lab is really research oriented.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, the others are really production oriented.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  K-25 and Y-12 are really production ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... oriented.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, but they kind of all work together ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... to a certain, to a certain degree. At least, they used to a whole lot more than they do now, I would imagine.

MR. HENSLEY:  For ... And, by consolidating the Engineering Division, being part of the Engineering Division, people there could transfer depending on wherever the workload was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly, exactly. When ... When one contractor ran the whole place.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. When I went back, when I, I, actually, when I finished my time at Y-12 in '92, I, actually, transferred back to K-25, to work on the deposit removal program, which was to get the enriched uranium out of the old equipment, before they dismantled it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  That was the challenge, for ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because they shut, they shut things down, pretty much, in '85, and they were having to, to ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, that was the big, the big plant that was operating, when I was there, was shut down in '85. But, the, the horseshoe ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... the Manhattan Project part, a little bit of it was still running when I was there But, most of it had been shut down. That's where the highly enriched material was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  Up to, like, 90 percent ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... to 35.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah. And, you worked on getting, recovering that.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, get it out of there before UCOR, or somebody like UCOR ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... could come in, and take it apart.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly. I bet that was a challenge, wasn't it?

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, very much so. (laughter) Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. We bought a ... glove box. A fellow named Larry Ladd, who, again, he's just, he's an incredible guy. He's, he, when we went up to Manhattan, up to Madison, Wisconsin, and purchased a glove box.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A glove box.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, a glove box, big, big glove box.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Probably 20 feet long, and five feet high. We had, I had modeled the spec after a smaller glove box.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  One of the criteria for the glove box was, it had to, it had to withstand five PSI [pounds per square inch]. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, the way they pressurized the glove box was, they'd puff it up with helium.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, what, what is a glove box? What's its purpose?

MR. HENSLEY:  A glove box protects the operator from what he's doing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I see.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's, essentially, a big box with windows, and gloves sticking through ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, yeah ...
MR. HENSLEY:  ... a big rubber window, gloves sticking through the windows, and he puts his hands in ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... and he can do work inside the box.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.

MR. HENSLEY:  They, typically, with a nuclear glove box, operate at a negative pressure so all leaks are in ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... which protects the operator. But to test the box, you can't put it in something that'll scrunch on it ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MR. HENSLEY:  ... so, you pressurize it on the inside.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, we pressurized it with helium, and I noticed the window was starting to puff out. I said, "That ain't right." So, I realized that I had modeled it after a smaller box, and the window was taking a whole lot more pressure with five PSI. But, the interesting thing was, they opened the door, we let the pressure off ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... and opened the door, and I walked in the glove box. Well, helium is lighter than air.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Helium goes to the top. I'll never forget, I stood up in the glove box, and I said to the guys outside, I said, (in falsetto) "This is really a messed up box." (laughter) Then, I said, (in falsetto) "I better get the hell out of here." (laughs) Because I was standing up in the ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  You were standing in the helium.

MR. HENSLEY:  ... in the helium. I was in the helium.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, that's funny. That is funny. Oh, man. So, ... so, how long did you, how long did you work 'til you retired?

MR. HENSLEY:  I worked 29 years at the plants ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... and retired in '97. But, I immediately went to work for Oak Ridge Tool Engineering.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... as their engineering manager, and really, the only engineer there, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, that was, that was a wonderful place. There was, there's parts of the space station that were built here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. There's a submarine that went to Jacksonville, that submarine components, and lifting fixtures that were built here, and shipped. There are parts of the Delta IV rocket program. I don't know if you noticed, but they just launched the biggest rocket in the world last week. Delta rocket, and the lift handling fixtures were built right here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The ... Now, now, Oak Ridge, what'd you say? Oak Ridge Mill?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oak Ridge Tool Engineering.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Tool Engineering.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And they, were they a ... Were they a technology transfer, start-up ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, no.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... do you know?
MR. HENSLEY:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They just came in, and ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. The patriarch of Oak Ridge Tool Engineering is a guy named Benny Mullins, who ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... he passed away, probably, six or seven years ago. It's now managed by his two sons, Terry Mullins, and Steve Mullins.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, Benny started it as a, as a, just a small machine shop on Bus Terminal Road ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... in '62.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  They always have it, the way, I guess what got them over the hump was, Benny was a character. They always have the Oak Ridge Tool Christmas party. They still have it every year. Well, in one of the Christmas parties, Benny went into his office, and got his pearl-handled pistol, and, I guess, he'd had a little too much to drink, and he came out and he started shooting holes in the ceiling in the party. (laughter) Well, there was a guy there that was the head of purchasing for Union Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Harold Osborn. Somebody had said, somebody over in the crowd said, "That Red Skin's had too much fire water." (laughter) Well, Harold Osborn, being the head of purchasing, they, at the time, were trying to meet their quota, for the government, of small, disadvantaged, minority-owned businesses.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, he called Benny on Monday morning, and he said, "Mullins," he says, "what's this 'Red Skin's had too much fire water' stuff?" Benny says, "Well, I'm one-eighth Cherokee." He says, "You get yourself certified as a minority-owned business." (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Are you serious?
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, dead serious. (laughter) They're still, they're still certified as a minority-owned business.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, which gives them a little bit of an advantage.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Give them a little bit of an, of an advantage.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, in government procurements.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's true. My goodness. So, you retired, but you went to work for them. How long did you stay there?

MR. HENSLEY:  I was there for eight years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, were you?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. I retired, for real, in 2006, although I still do a little bit of consulting work for them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, sure, sure ... Well, let's, two other things I definitely talk about is, one is, I know you're a pilot.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, tell me about that. I mean, everybody that I know's been up in a plane with Charlie Hensley.

MR. HENSLEY:  (laughs) You want to go? Hey! You're, come on! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, thank you.

MR. HENSLEY:  No, come on.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I can barely, I can barely get in one of those big ones.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, no, this is, this is just two seats.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I understand. Well, tell me.
MR. HENSLEY:  Come on. You got to do it. If I'm going to do this, you got to at least get in the airplane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  All right, we'll at least talk about it. (laughs) So, tell me about that. How'd you get involved in that?
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, it goes back to when I transferred from the centrifuge business, over to engineering. And, Ralph Deaderick, the department head, was a pilot down at the Kingston Airport. I think they call it Meadow Lake, now, or something.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that down ...?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, and there was another fellow there, a J.C. Sayers, he offered ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that Angler's Cove?

MR. HENSLEY:  Pardon?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that Kingston, Angler's Cove, is that the one ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... down south of the river?
MR. HENSLEY:  Right next to the airport. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, yeah, sure. 

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I know where that is.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, this guy that worked for Deaderick, guy named J.C. Sayers, offered to take me for a plane ride in an Aeronca Champ.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  well, I immediately got hooked.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, I said, I got to do this. This was in, like, '69. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  You were a young man, then.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, very young, yeah ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... very. Naive, too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  But anyway, the way you got your license, back then, at the Oliver Springs airport, Oliver Springs International Airport, by the way, is ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... a guy named Dick Hobson would give you lessons. Now, Dick was an old World War II, P-40 pilot in the Pacific. I mean, that guy was a good pilot.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  But he had allowed his, his instructor's license to lapse. So, Dick would give you your first 10 hours, and then, he would take you down, and I brought this book along. It's written by a guy named Guy M. Jones.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MR. HENSLEY:  It's called, "The Last Barnstormer." If you ever get a chance to find this anywhere, it's not in print right now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  But it's, it's a good read. Take about two hours reading the whole book. But, what you did was, you, you, Dick would take you down to the Dayton Airport, Dayton, Tennessee, where Guy was the operator. You'd put a 10 dollar bill in your log book, and Dick would say, "This guy needs a check ride." Guy would give you your check ride, and take the 10 dollar bill, and say, "You're now certified to solo."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. I kept asking Dick, I said, "Dick, I got to pay you something." I said, "You keep saying that you charge, you know, 10 bucks an hour. When am I going to pay you anything?" He said, "Aww," he said, "just bring me a fifth of Jack Daniel’s." (laughter) So, I got my, I got my first 10 hours, and got to solo for a fifth of Jack Daniel’s, and 10 bucks.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? Wow. Wow.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, and the airplane was rented for four-fifty -- four dollars and fifty cents an hour. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  How much did fuel cost you?
MR. HENSLEY:  Back then, av gas was, probably, 80 cents a gallon.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. It's three bucks now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So ... So, you became a pilot.

MR. HENSLEY:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, did you get your own plane, or what?

MR. HENSLEY:  I was in a club for, for several years, the Oak Ridge Flyers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Which still exists. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  I went from member, to maintenance officer, to president. We had an opportunity ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  And these are guys like you.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, just kind of grew up with it. But I always wanted my own airplane, and my good friend, Steve Moore, we always wanted us a Citabria.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Citabria, that's "aerobatic" spelled backwards, and wrong. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Ok, there you go.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, it's really just an Aeronca Champ, with three times as much horsepower.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, we always wanted one, so we, we, actually, purchased one in 1989.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  And flew it back from California, all the way from California.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You and Steve.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, me and Steve. Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Death Valley, it was, probably, one of the best adventures I ever had.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I would imagine so. So, just a two-seater?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, a two-seater, front and back. When we got back, we, we were planning to work with this old fellow named Joe Cooper, who was, probably, down in, lived in Oliver Springs.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  He was the, probably, the best craftsman I ever knew, you know. He just, he could do anything, he could fix anything from airplanes to coal trucks. He recovered 27 airplanes, this is a fabric airplane. He had recovered 27 airplanes, at the Oliver Springs Airport.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.

MR. HENSLEY:  This one was the last one. But, old Joe got, when we brought it back, we got him down there to inspect it, and he sticks his arms up in inspection holes, and shakes it around, and grabs and feels on things, and he said, "You boys should've put this thing on a train." (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Oh, really? After flying it from California?

MR. HENSLEY:  After flying it for 18 hours, and two thousand miles, he said, we should've put it on a train, you know, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How come? 

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, it had ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  It had issues?
MR. HENSLEY:  It had issues. It had been used for an aerobatic trainer, in California. Apparently, the mechanic who worked on the thing had not complied with some of the FAA directives, which, now, if you go fly with me, I can assure you that I've held every bolt in my hands.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's totally safe.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, I understand. (laughs) But, you got it fixed, I imagine.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah. It's, it's a jewel.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, you've taken up a lot of people flying, haven't you?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, I'm not a commercial pilot, so I can't, I can't accept money. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. HENSLEY:  ... you know, I can donate, I can donate rides to charitable organizations, and I meet more people that way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, I know, I know there's, like, at auctions, and fundraisers, and things such as this, often times, there'll be ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  ... you ride with Charlie in his plane, you know, on plane rides.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, I assure people, and I don't know if you've read it, but I assure people that, not to worry, that anything happens to them, will happen to me, too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that's true, that is true.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness. Have a brother-in-law who was a surgeon in Miami and had a, I think it was a four-seater, and he was flying back and forth between, he actually lived in Key West, between Key West and Miami. And he said it was interesting, the Key West folks, there'd be a lot of chatter, you know, a lot of chatter. He said, on his way, trip back from Miami, he said, "Smoke in the cockpit." He said all of a sudden, the chatter stopped, and they said, you know, "Do you want to declare an emergency?" He said, "Not at present." So, he made it to Key West. It was just something minor, but there was a puff of smoke that came up from his dash ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... you know.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... not what you want's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  No.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... a fire in an airplane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, exactly, so ... But, anyway, all right. So ... so you spent your whole working career in Oak Ridge. You've lived here for 48 years.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You, you were a pilot, and you're also a public servant. I'm not going to call you a politician, I'm going to call you a public servant.

MR. HENSLEY:  Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I think there's a huge difference.
MR. HENSLEY:  That goes better with engineer and introvert. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, how, so, you're a City Council member.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, how, tell me about why you got involved in, in deciding to run for City Council? And how all that came about.
MR. HENSLEY:  I had been, in 1984, it was, basically -- and this is a difference that you don't see now, with the contractors -- with Union Carbide engineering. It was a rite of passage that you are going to be involved in the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  And so, George Jasney, F.S. Patton, who ran the Engineering Division, they urged their, their, you know, their progressive guys to get involved in the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, I got on the Planning Commission in '84.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  And, I was on the Planning Commission from '84 'til '92, and it was very enjoyable. I felt like I was, you know, making a difference.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, I took a little hiatus between '92, and 2007. I, I coached baseball at the Boys' Club with my, with my sons.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, I decided, in 2007, that I wanted to get back involved again. And, I did, I thought it's an opportunity, because of what I'm telling you, I knew, I'd seen, I felt like I knew people.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  They knew I was a straight guy.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  That I was, you know, I'm not, I'm too dumb to lie, because I couldn't ever remember it, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Right, I understand.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, telling the truth makes life a lot easier.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It sure does.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I decided to run for council when I was, I was surprised. I received a lot of support, and it's been an honor.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, that was in 2008?
MR. HENSLEY:  Seven.

MR. MCDANIEL:  2007.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, you were, so, you weren't elected in 2007 were you?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. All right. 

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The ... I was thinking of even years, but no.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, I know. We changed the election because of the Charter Commission. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  It got changed to November, a few years back.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly, exactly. So, and you've been City Council member ever since.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, how many terms is that?
MR. HENSLEY:  Two terms, two terms. I'm in my second term. The first term was five and a half years because of the charter change.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, you had, you got a, what? An additional year and a half?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. Some people (laughs) on Facebook ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because that's when ...

MR. HENSLEY:  ... said that's why we did it, was so we could extend our term for a year and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Well, Chuck Hope, he was appointed, because somebody decided not to do it for a year and a half. Was that Jim Hayes?
MR. HENSLEY:  Tom Hayes ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, Tom Hayes, Tom Hayes.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... decided ... Yeah, Big Tom, I love him. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  He, I miss him.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  He said, he said, "I didn't sign up for five and a half years," he said, "I signed up for four." He says, "I'm out of here."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I interviewed Chuck here, just a couple of weeks ago.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, that's our, that's fresh on my memory.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you're in the, so, you're 'bout to finish up your second term.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But it's been nine and a half years ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... that you've been on City Council.
MR. HENSLEY:  Will have been.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Will have been. And, I'm not going to ask you if you're going to run again, but, by the time anybody watches this or listens to it, they'll know the answer to it, I'm sure. (laughs)

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And the outcome of the, of the ... you know, the election.
MR. HENSLEY:  Whether you won or lost.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Whether you won or lost. So, talk to me about being a city councilman. What are, what are some of the big, you know, I want you to talk about some of the really good parts of it, some of the things that are not so good. Why is it important to you?

MR. HENSLEY:  Keith, I feel like I'm, I'm making a difference. You know, we were, in 2007, in various ways, the city was, kind of, stagnant. We had seen retail decline because, in 2002, you know, the mall, basically, went away.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  There wasn't very many new businesses coming up, and so, I, I got involved, because I felt like that I might be able to make a difference. Where, where I, where I like to, what gives me the most enjoyment about it is, I may not be the sharpest tack in the box, but I, but I, kind of, know who is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  What I have tried to do was orchestrate some things to make the city better. I, and I think the best example of that, for me, is I advocated for, for, like, three, three of my first four years, I advocated to get Ray Evans involved.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MR. HENSLEY:  Because, I knew he was a good retail recruiter. I knew he was retain ... recruiting commercial business for other counties.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  I said, "We got to get this guy involved."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, it's turned out to have been a very, very good, good thing, because you look at the, the Illinois Avenue area, with Aubrey's, and Paneras, and Weigel's, Krogers. The guy from Krogers, the, the main project guy, I asked him what he thought of Ray Evans, and he said, "We need to clone that guy. He's the best."

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, he's the best interface that he's ever had. I, I'm very proud of that. I look out at the waterfront plan. I was involved from the beginning, in generating the waterfront plan.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  You go down there and look now, I can remember, you'd go to the waterfront, there'd never be anybody there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.

MR. HENSLEY:  Now, you go down there, you can't find a place to park. So, that's really an asset. And then, along comes rowing, which, you know, I was a strong advocate for rowing. I want to build the eighth lane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  I think we're, kind of, on a roll.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.

MR. HENSLEY:  So, those things make City Council very rewarding.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. I'm sure.

MR. HENSLEY:  But it's, but you got to get used to things not happening tomorrow.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Told Willie Golden, when I -- do you remember Willie?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I know Willie.

MR. HENSLEY:  He set me straight, when I, like, at about the first meeting.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MR. HENSLEY:  I jumped in there and I said, we need to renew the comprehensive planning. And, Willie shot me down right off the bat.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did he?
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I, that's the day I learned, the first, my first meeting, I learned that “four” is the magic number.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  If you don't have four votes ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's it.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... you're wasting your time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  You know, so, you have to build consensus, you have to make a good case, you have to be patient.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. HENSLEY:  So, so that's the good part. The, the frustrating part is, to be able to see a problem, and not be able to do anything about it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Give me an examples.

MR. HENSLEY:  Probably, the elephant in the middle of the room around here that people don't want to talk about, is DOE's contribution to the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  Everybody thinks DOE, you know, kind of, kind of, kind of carries the city along. Not so. They're, they're trying to back out of, of helping ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ...the city, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  In fact, you recently read they're turning the museum property over to GSA [Government Services Administrator] to sell.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yep, yep.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, we need to get that property.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I'm, I have, if nothing else, I have, sort of, brought attention to that issue. So, it, it's amazing how things play out, because, you know, I mentioned a name to you, as somebody who might run for council. That's because, I think it's, part of the reason is, I've been griping about the relationship with DOE. So Morgan Smith, who runs Y-12, has offered to help us negotiate with DOE...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  …and, has suggested that we get people from the plants involved in the city government.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  Well, Hans Vogel comes along, who's an SNS [Spallation Neutron Source] executive. Executive, imagine that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.

MR. HENSLEY:  So, who knows? I'd like to think I helped there, a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure, sure, absolutely, absolutely. You all have worked, it looks like, finally, something's happening with the mall.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, you've worked hard. That's been a long row to hoe, hasn't it?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Talk about that a little bit, and also about the frustration for, not only City Council, but also the city.

MR. HENSLEY:  It's, the ... the heart of the issue is, the mall used to be appraised at 60 million dollars.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Now, it's appraised at six million dollars.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  What that represents is a tremendous drop in property tax income. My connection with the mall ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... goes all the way back to the late '80s, and what we called the mall wars.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Crown America Corporation, from Pennsylvania, had come in and purchased the area that's where, where Home Depot, and Roane State is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, exactly, right, I remember that.

MR. HENSLEY:  They wanted to build a second mall. And, Guilford Glazer owned the current mall. They, essentially, started building a second mall as a threat ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... to Guilford to sell.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, because that's ... 

MR. HENSLEY:  ... to sell ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... that's what they, they wanted to buy it.

MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, they wanted to buy it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  When he said, "No," they said, well, we'll just build one to compete with you.

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, I remember the names of the guys that came here from Crown American. Nick Anataso, and Nick Pasterillo.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MR. HENSLEY:  Had these big guys following them around. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  (laughs) Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  It, the guy who really won was Guilford Glazer. He got a good price for the [property]. Then, they turned around, and built a, turned the old open-air mall into a closed mall, when all over the country, we were not building, we were building open, new, open-air malls.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I don't understand quite the reasoning behind some of it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They built, they, they built the ... the closed mall, when the closed mall was going out of style.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So.
MR. HENSLEY:  And spent a whole lot of money.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, spent a whole lot of money.

MR. HENSLEY:  Then, after five years, raised the rents to, essentially, drive off the retailers….
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  …and, took a major, massive depreciation on the loss.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  I'll leave the explanation to wiser people than me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. I understand, I understand.

MR. HENSLEY:  You know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, essentially, what happened was, we had an empty mall sitting there.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, except for, like, a couple of the anchor stores.

MR. HENSLEY:  It became the image of the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MR. HENSLEY:  I mean, you talk to somebody in, my friends in Knoxville, they'll say, Man, when are you going to do something about that empty mall, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, that is true, that is true.
MR. HENSLEY:  We changed the name to Main Street. That helped. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, hopefully, within the next few months, that empty mall'll be demolished, anyway. Most of it.

MR. HENSLEY:  I'm crossing everything I can cross ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  The ...
MR. HENSLEY:  ... that on the 28th of this month, it will close, between Steve Arnsdorf's group, and the new Realty Link.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, so ... But, there's been, there's been road, there've been road blocks, and bumps in the road, on this journey, but it's taken a long time.

MR. HENSLEY:  Steve Arnsdorf, the, kind of, the spokesman for the current owners ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... soon to not be, but ... I met that fellow, and I found him to be a very pleasant fellow. He took, he took some council members, along with Ray Evans, to Chattanooga ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... and he showed us some developments down there that he would like to do, like to have done here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, unfortunately, what we did then was, we, we offered them, we ... A bond, we tried to have a bond referendum to raise the money ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... to do the infrastructure.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, the bond referendum failed.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, and the bond referendum was subject to a public vote, and failed.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, failed, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Similar to Crestpoint, except Crestpoint, I believe, was 10 million dollars, and the mall ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was 30 million, wasn't it?

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, 22, I believe, or something. It was some big numbers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Big numbers.
MR. HENSLEY:  But it would have given us, also, not give, would've provided us new senior center, new school administration building, and a new city administration building.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  As part of the mall project.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I don't, in 2002, we might should've done that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Might should have, might should have, for sure. You mentioned earlier, that the museum, DOE -- and we've know, this has been a long time coming. DOE's wanted rid of the American Museum of Science and Energy for years and years and years.

MR. HENSLEY:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And, they finally just said, the General Services Administration, I guess, who disposes of ... of government property ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... they said, "Get rid of it."
MR. HENSLEY:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, so there's a whole option on the, that the Realty Link people, they wanted some kind of option. I'm not going to go into all that detail, but I guess what I'm saying is, how do you feel as a City Council member, about the museum? What do you think should happen to it?

MR. HENSLEY:  First, I want to preserve the Museum of Science and Energy. I think it's part of the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  It's an integral part of the city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  Ok, but after that, it may change locations.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  If they follow the GSA process, apparently, there's a list of, of who to offer it to first, that they have to comply with, by statute, which involves Indian tribes, charitable organizations ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Homeless shelters.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah, homeless shelters. It works its way down to municipality.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  People who are more familiar with that than me, tell me that there's about a 90 percent chance that it will get, work its way down to the municipality.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  In any case, it protects the clients, Realty Link. That was their concern, that somebody would cut line on them, and offer that, would buy that property from DOE, and then, offer it to other, other retailers ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Retailers.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... who would then, undercut the competitive advantage of the Realty Links.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  They said the banks couldn't handle that risk.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  So, I was very much in favor of trying to help them, and that's ... It didn't cost the city anything to do so ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ...
MR. HENSLEY:  ... so we did it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... right, right, right ... But, you can't guarantee that's not going to happen.

MR. HENSLEY:  No. Cannot.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You said you'd go to bat for them. Or, go to bat for the city -- the city would try to work something out.

MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. Another piece of the puzzle, too, Keith, is, you know, CROET was originally set up -- the Community Reuse Organization of East Tennessee -- was set up to avoid going through this statute-driven process.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, would, would be an organization that could convert it to self-sufficient reasons.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  Why CROET was not involved in this, I don't quite understand.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Huh, that's interesting. I didn't even think about that, but you're absolutely right. That's the reason they were set up to, to do what they were doing.

MR. HENSLEY:  I like Lawrence Young, he's one of my friends ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... so, I plan to ask him, where was he, where was his piece of the puzzle.

MR. MCDANIEL:  When all this was going on? I certainly understand that. What've I not asked you about, that you want to talk about.

MR. HENSLEY:  Well, I have my cheat sheet here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, that's fine. Is there anything?

MR. HENSLEY:  Only that my, my sons, you know, I'm, I've had family here. It's, Oak Ridge has been a wonderful place because of the schools ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... and all of the activity.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  I have two wonderful sons. The oldest one is Matt. He works at TVA [Tennessee Valley Authority] now. He's been there 10 years in Knoxville. He was the athlete I never was. He, he played baseball in high school, went on and played four years of college baseball.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MR. HENSLEY:  Oh, yeah, he's, it was a treat.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  My younger son, Bradley, he's the academic I never was, (laughter) you know. He has a Master's in aerospace engineering. He's out in Boulder, Colorado, and on the side, he's a Rocky Mountain rescue climber, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HENSLEY:  Yeah. And, I got two wonderful daughter-in-laws. I'm sorry, I have one wonderful daughter-in-law. I let a Freudian, Freudian slip ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  I have one wonderful daughter-in-law, with Matt, who has, I have two grandkids.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MR. HENSLEY:  They're treasures.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, and they live here.
MR. HENSLEY:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Or ...
MR. HENSLEY:  Kind of in Farragut.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, yeah, right.
MR. HENSLEY:  But, my younger son is coming by this weekend to visit, and his girlfriend of five, five, six years now, who's a local girl, I just adore her. Courtney Walls. I love her. She, her and, and Bradley are going back to Boulder. She's going to live out there. So, that, to me, that's a good sign that I may end up with a second ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  With a second.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... wonderful daughter-in-law.

MR. MCDANIEL:  There you go, there you go, that sounds like it, sounds like it.

MR. HENSLEY:  But, what a, what a ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  You never, you never thought about leaving Oak Ridge ...

MR. HENSLEY:  Never.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... after you came here?
MR. HENSLEY:  Never.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Just too good of a place.
MR. HENSLEY:  Too good a place. I just, I, it's wonderful. I'm, I like water sports, I like boats, the airplanes ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. HENSLEY:  ... the friends, the atmosphere, the connectivity, the winter, the engagement in the community is just wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Well, Charlie, thank you, thank you for taking time to come in, and chat with me, and tell me about your life in Oak Ridge.

MR. HENSLEY:  Keith, you're, you're wonderful. I appreciate you.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Absolutely. Thanks.
[End of Interview]
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