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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel, today is November 17, 2014 and I am at the home of Ralph Harness in Knoxville and here to talk to him about...to Mr. Harness about his brief stay in Oak Ridge. (laughter) Mr. Harness, thank you so much for taking time to talk with us.

MR. HARNESS: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: I want a little bit of information about you, before you got to Oak Ridge so let's start at the beginning. Why don't you tell me about where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MR. HARNESS: I was born in Scott County, Tennessee, little place called Norma. And my father was a school teacher over there, Silas Harness, taught in those one-room schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: I went to school there from, I guess... Let's see, I was born in '36 so 'bout '42 to '44.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And then, we came to Oak Ridge. He had taken a job over there at one of the plants over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so he was a school teacher in Scott County.
MR. HARNESS: Yes. That's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, you said one... one-room schoolhouse he probably had, what? first through eighth grade?

MR. HARNESS: Yes, first through eighth. Yep. Sometime maybe one or two students in each grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly. Now, is that... When you started school is that where you went?
MR. HARNESS: No, no I went to Norma Elementary School which was a much larger school than some of the places that he... that he was teaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now... is that up near Oneida?
MR. HARNESS: Yes, it is. Huntsville, Oneida...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, ok, right...
MR. HARNESS: It used to be four high schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. HARNESS: Huntsville, Oneida, Robbins and Norma.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. So, I guess Norma's still there?
MR. HARNESS: No, it's not.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's not?
MR. HARNESS: As a matter of fact, it was like 1976 or whatever they closed Robbins and Norma and consolidated it into Scott County High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, were... Did you have brothers and sisters and what did your mother do?

MR. HARNESS: I had a brother. He passed away a few years ago at age 64 and he worked for BF Goodrich and a couple of other... Arvin Industries in Oneida.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. He stayed in the county his whole time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. HARNESS: And I had two sisters and one of them is living in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and the other one is living in Dalton, Georgia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HARNESS: Pardon me, let me correct that. Not Dalton, Lafayette.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, ok.
MR. HARNESS: My daughter lives in Dalton. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HARNESS: But my sister lives in Lafayette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, your family moved to Oak Ridge when you were eight, did you say?

MR. HARNESS: I guess I would have been eight... Yep, '44...

MR. MCDANIEL: '44... You said '44...
MR. HARNESS: Eight, yeah... Eight, nine maybe, depending on the part of the year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure... And your dad got a job working for Tennessee Eastman, is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Tennessee Eastman, yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, which plant did he work at? Do you know?
MR. HARNESS: You know, I don't know that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MR. HARNESS: It was... Yeah...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that was... you were young and that was during the war so it was war work.

MR. HARNESS: Oh, it was during the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about... And you weren't in Oak Ridge very long, couple years.

MR. HARNESS: He wasn't permitted to tell anybody what he did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: Until the day he died, he never did tell anybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Never told me!

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh...
MR. HARNESS: And I've asked him several times. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... What...? Well, let's talk about... And you said, you had told me earlier that you were only in Oak Ridge a couple of years.

MR. HARNESS: That's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: Only a couple of years.
MR. HARNESS: Because they had dropped the bomb on Hiroshima.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. In '45.
MR. HARNESS: In '45. And, shortly thereafter, we lived at 125 Latimer Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HARNESS: And those were four-plexes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. HARNESS: And, I can recall this very well: People would come in from their jobs and after they would eat, they would get outside and kind of gather and talk and so forth and after the bomb had been dropped, there was lots of talk about how long they were going to last.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: And so...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it didn't last very long. I mean, Y-12, you know...
MR. HARNESS: It didn't. It lasted a very short time. As a matter of fact, a lot of the fellows -- families -- actually resigned their jobs and moved back up north.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HARNESS: But my dad, he stayed, but, here again, only a few short months.

MR. MCDANIEL: A few months, right... He probably worked at Y-12 and, because at Y-12, not long after, just a few months after the war, they went from like 22,000 people to like 2,000. 

MR. HARNESS: And that's... You're probably right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's where most of the people were working was Y-12 at the time.

MR. HARNESS: Yep, yep...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, let's talk about when you... what you can remember from that young age in Oak Ridge.

MR. HARNESS: Well, I just remember that, it's a busy place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. HARNESS: There was buses everwhere and, no matter where you were in that city, if you wanted to go somewhere...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: You probably didn't have to wait any more than 15 minutes 'til here come another bus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. And we lived... And that 125 Latimer Road, that's just up from the...

MR. MCDANIEL: From Jackson...
MR. HARNESS: From the Jefferson terminal right off the Turnpike there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And, oh, man, it was just one hopping place, I tell you. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. So, when y'all moved to Oak Ridge, y'all went to Latimer Road.

MR. HARNESS: We sure did.

MR. MCDANIEL: You stayed there the whole time you were in Oak Ridge.
MR. HARNESS: That's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was like a four-plex, it was like four apartments in one building.

MR. HARNESS: That's correct. And then, you know, of course, during the week you didn't do much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: You'd go to school, come home...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right...
MR. HARNESS: Do the normal stuff, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: But then, on the weekend, we would catch a bus and usually go down either to Jackson Square to the five and dime or some of those stores they had at that time, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HARNESS: And ... Or down at Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. HARNESS: That was another pretty good little shopping place. And we'd go down and see a movie. I still remember the first movie I saw over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: At the Grove.
MR. HARNESS: Yep. No... Well, I guess it was...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you go? Jefferson?
MR. HARNESS: Well, I guess it was Grove. You know, I guess it was the Grove, but it could have been the one up in Jackson Square. I'm not really sure about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: The Center Theater.
MR. HARNESS: But it was The Song of the South.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?

MR. HARNESS: The Song of the South. (laughter) And, as a kid, I mean, you know, that was a pretty good movie. I enjoyed that very much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely, absolutely. We wouldn't be allowed to make a movie like that now.

MR. HARNESS: No. No, they wouldn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So, you went all around town, you caught a bus...

MR. HARNESS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: There was a lot of activity all the time, wasn't there?
MR. HARNESS: That's the way people traveled.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. HARNESS: Oh, yeah, they -- and I stand to be corrected on this -- but I think they were working 24 hour shifts over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: I mean, three eight-hour shifts, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were.

MR. HARNESS: You know, 'round the clock and so, yeah, you know, no matter what time of day, or whatever, things were just hopping.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your dad, did he work shift work or, I mean, did he just work during the day or do you remember?

MR. HARNESS: He worked during the day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, yeah... He worked on a day shift.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. So you went... You probably went to school at Linden, didn't you?
MR. HARNESS: Linden! That's what it was. I think I called it Linwood, maybe...

MR. MCDANIEL: You called it Linwood in your ...
MR. HARNESS: But it's Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's Linden and it was up on LaSalle.

MR. HARNESS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you probably had to hike up Louisiana to get there, didn't you?

MR. HARNESS: I don't recall that but I know we caught a bus up there...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. HARNESS: Oh, yeah. And the biggest thing I remember about that, even at that young age, 'course, coming from where I came, over in Scott County...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: They had every piece of equipment that you could imagine, you know, in the way of gymnastics and that kind of stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, right...
MR. HARNESS: I mean, it... it just...

MR. MCDANIEL: Whereas, you came from Scott County, they didn't have a whole lot, did they?
MR. HARNESS: Oh, yeah... You had a basketball. You had a basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were lucky if it had air in it, right? (laughter)

MR. HARNESS: That's right. A basketball and softball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: That's what... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: But over there, they had everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you... So you went to Linden and you caught the bus, because Linden, you know, Latimer's just off Louisiana and you go up the hill at Louisiana and there's LaSalle, excuse me, where the old Linden school used to be -- it's somewhere else now. They moved it, but...
MR. HARNESS: Oh, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's where the old Linden school was.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah... I'm confident that's where I went.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Do you remember your teacher's name?

MR. HARNESS: You know, I don't. No, I'm sorry, I really don't.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok. But they made an impression on you, they had everything you could think of...

MR. HARNESS: They had every... everything that you could imagine. And, 'course I'm... being athletic, you know, always was athletic even on through high school, boy, that's right down my alley, you know. I loved it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, I loved it. Yeah... I do remember one thing that, you know, this is kind of funny. It's back during the war, I guess.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: But, we stood in line one day I know for a solid hour -- and our teachers right with us -- to get a one cent piece of bubble gum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. It was rationed, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: And somehow, somebody got some over there and then they lined those kids up ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: At the school?
MR. HARNESS: Well, yeah, you know, right outside the school. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right outside the school.
MR. HARNESS: And you could buy a piece of bubble gum for a penny, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: For a penny.
MR. HARNESS: And, man, that's the biggest treat in the world. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it was. I bet it was. So... So, you were athletic... you said you were athletic and you always were.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you get involved in other recreational activities like during the summer? That summer after school was out? I know they had a lot of that offered in Oak Ridge.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah... No, we didn't. I guess we were just maybe too young, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. HARNESS: And being the first year over there and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember going out to eat? Do you remember going places to eat with your family on occasion?
MR. HARNESS: We ... Well, we did go out occasionally and eat. Not very often, because we didn't have any transportation other than the bus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Right.
MR. HARNESS: So... But... And we didn't have to go too far down the street. There was this grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that at Jefferson?
MR. HARNESS: That's at Jefferson. That building's still standing there today, as a matter of fact.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: I'm not sure what's in it, but...

MR. MCDANIEL: I think it's the... I think it's where the Butcher Shop is now.
MR. HARNESS: Oh, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: There's a butcher shop right next door to Jefferson Fountain. It's two separate buildings, but ...
MR. HARNESS: Ok. Well, it used to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Used to ... Yeah, I think it was a grocery store.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, it was a grocery store. And I... the other thing I recall, too, over there... 'Course, that was the thing at the time, but they delivered milk to your doorstep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HARNESS: You know. And, 'course, being a big milk drinker (laughs) I always looked forward to that guy coming by.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet. I had a lady tell me... Or maybe it was a gentleman ... and I didn't know this: They also had a bakery that delivered and they gave you a "B" to put in your window if you wanted the baker to stop.
MR. HARNESS: Really?

MR. MCDANIEL: You could buy fresh bread and cakes and sweets, you know, those kinds of things.
MR. HARNESS: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, from the baker in addition to the milk, of course.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, yeah...

MR. MCDANIEL: But...
MR. HARNESS: I'll tell you something else that I remember, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HARNESS: Young kid, you know...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: But I's always looking for ways to make money and I started me a paper route over there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. HARNESS: Grit. You ever hear of it? G-R-I-T.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MR. HARNESS: Out of Pennsylvania.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MR. HARNESS: And I got me about a hundred customers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?

MR. HARNESS: Yep. On Robinson Road and Latimer and those two or three streets around there, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Those streets around there, sure.

MR. HARNESS: This one particular place, old lady, you go up and knock on the door, you know, and they'd say, "Come in," you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: Well, you...

MR. MCDANIEL: Go on in...
MR. HARNESS: Open the door and go on in, you know. And she'd say, "That doggone parrot!" you know. (laughs) She had a parrot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, how funny.
MR. HARNESS: That could say just about anything you want it to, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: So it was the parrot telling you to come in! (laughter)

MR. HARNESS: Come in...

MR. MCDANIEL: How funny...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how often did you deliver the Grit? Was it daily or weekly or ...?
MR. HARNESS: No, it's a weekly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Weekly.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you made a little money off that.

MR. HARNESS: I made a little money, yeah. Oh, yeah, a little spending money, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you go to the five and dime or Jackson Square, Town Site or go down to Jefferson or the Grove.

MR. HARNESS: You know, back then, five, dime, quarter, you could buy a few things, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. I interviewed a fellow this weekend, he came in from Tullahoma, and, as a matter of fact, he lived -- he came after you were there -- but he lived on Latimer.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he said he could go take the bus, pay for the movie and get popcorn for a quarter.

MR. HARNESS: For a quarter. I believe that.

MR. MCDANIEL: All day long, he could pay nine cents to stay in the movie theater all day long.
MR. HARNESS: Yep. That's amazing.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know...

MR. HARNESS: Yeah, that's the way it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: This was in the ‘50s, even in the ‘50s.
MR. HARNESS: Oh, even in the ‘50s... Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes. Maybe it was the late ‘40s, early ‘50s around there. Around '50 or so.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that... when you said you lived on Latimer it reminded me, he lived on Latimer.
MR. HARNESS: Well, money, you know, if you made five or ten cents, you know, you could ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MR. HARNESS: I mean, you could go get you a soft drink and a Moon Pie ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly.

MR. HARNESS: Or whatever, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, as you said, things were rationed so it was probably, sometimes, it was hard to find what you really wanted.

MR. HARNESS: That's true.

MR. MCDANIEL: I know the adults, they couldn't find what they wanted a lot of times. Meat and sugar and nylons and cigarettes and all those things.
MR. HARNESS: Oh, yeah, when we went back, well, after we left Oak Ridge, we went back to Scott County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. HARNESS: And my dad resumed his teaching career.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And I can recall many of a time, we'd catch a train and, like, go to Oneida or whatever, to buy lard, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. HARNESS: I mean, sugar... All these things were rationed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: And, if you knew somebody, 'course they'd tell you when...

MR. MCDANIEL: When it was going to be there.
MR. HARNESS: When it was coming in and, yeah... You could go get some of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did your parents ever talk about their time in Oak Ridge? I know you said your dad never said what he did but did they ever talk about that or...?
MR. HARNESS: You know, not really. I mean, man, he was tight-lipped about that. I'm telling you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: They must have really instilled in 'em somehow that you just don't talk about your job, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: And, 'course, after I graduated high school, I went to Tennessee Tech for a quarter and I learned real quick that my dad couldn't put me through school...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: On a teacher's salary...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly...
MR. HARNESS: So, I was lucky, I got in the military under the G.I. Bill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. HARNESS: By one month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. HARNESS: January 9, I went in on January 9 and January 30...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was over.
MR. HARNESS: It was over.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that?
MR. HARNESS: That was 1955.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, yeah... So, January ...
MR. HARNESS: So, '55 to '58, I got out three months early, so it's three years, nine months. I was in there 'til September.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: That's ... '58.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And I came back to Knoxville and started UT...

MR. MCDANIEL: Started UT...
MR. HARNESS: And I... Because by then, I had a wife and a kid...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: So, to keep money coming in, I went straight through.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: I didn't take summer off or anything like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: I went straight through.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: And, so, I got my BS in three years and, of course, started working, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep. And been working ever since, hadn't you?
MR. HARNESS: And been working ever since! (laughter) Yeah, yeah, been working ever since. I been working... yeah, since I was 18 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: Either through military or whatever, you know. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly ... What did you...? You know, thinking about back on your time in Oak Ridge, once, you know... You were there ... You were there when the atom... When the bomb dropped.
MR. HARNESS: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember that night or that day? Can you recall anything about it?
MR. HARNESS: Well, I remember the next day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: Only because of, like I say, those men would gather and talk and, 'course I overheard some of the...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: ... conversation. Mostly, what I remember about that -- and not a lot of detail -- but a lot of them said, "You know, I thought that's what we were working on." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course...
MR. HARNESS: I mean, you know. And now we know!

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, they say that probably of the 75,000 people that worked there, maybe 1,000 knew what it was, you know. Most ...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah... that actually knew.

MR. MCDANIEL: Actually knew what they were working on.

MR. HARNESS: I think the others, part of them...

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of figured it out.
MR. HARNESS: Kind of figured it out, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. I've interviewed a lot of people from Oak Ridge -- hundreds, literally hundreds -- and very few knew or even admitted that they knew.

MR. HARNESS: Oh, I think that's probably a true statement.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, very, very few of them.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. That's interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, I interviewed, speaking of your dad, you know, not telling the rest of his life, that you know of, what he did... Some years ago, I interviewed a lady and I asked her what she did and she said, "Well," she says, "it's been 60 years. I guess I can tell you." (laughter) She had never told anybody ...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, see.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... in 60 years. And you know what she did? She was a pipe leak tester.

MR. HARNESS: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: She tested leaks in pipes.
MR. HARNESS: That's amazing.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they just instilled in them, you know... First of all, they compartmentalized, so you didn't know what your neighbor was doing. And secondly, you didn't talk about it. I mean, you know, you didn't talk about it at all.
MR. HARNESS: And apparently, they didn't even know what they were doing, how it affected ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I mean...
MR. HARNESS: ... people around them and so forth. They just know that they were to do this ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.

MR. HARNESS: ... and that was it.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was it.
MR. HARNESS: You don't tell nobody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. 'Cause the Germans could figure it out.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah!

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what they told them. The Germans ... If you say what you did, the Germans can figure out what we're doing.
MR. HARNESS: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: So...So, anyway ...

MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But what else do you remember about Oak Ridge.
MR. HARNESS: Well, there's a lot of whiskey over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me about that.

MR. HARNESS: (laughs) Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Cause it was dry. It was dry, supposedly.
MR. HARNESS: I guess, I mean, I don't know where they brought it in from. I guess it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Scott County.
MR. HARNESS: Well, they could have brought some of that, too. Yeah. (laughter) No, this was bottled, I don't know, I guess it was, maybe, Clinton? I don't know. It was, I guess, Clinton might have been wet at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. There... They said that there was a cab, you could call a cab ...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and he'd come around he'd open his trunk and he'd have a trunk full of bottles and you pick out what you want.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So...
MR. HARNESS: It's easy to get, I know that. Yeah, yeah, yeah... My dad, he never did drink, I mean, you know, but I mean, I just know from seeing it and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: Hearing people talk and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was taboo.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which made it a little bit more exciting.
MR. HARNESS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was illegal which made it a little bit more exciting. I guess an eight, nine-year-old would remember something like that.
MR. HARNESS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: To a certain degree.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway ... 

MR. HARNESS: Oak Ridge was an interesting place. It was two... it was two good years, you know. I'm sure I learned a little bit when I was in school over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: But I didn't have any trouble going back and picking up in the middle of the year, back where I went, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you that. Do you recall having a tough time in Oak Ridge in school or did you just ... ?
MR. HARNESS: No, I didn't. No, I was always...

MR. MCDANIEL: Pretty good student.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. Pretty good student. I didn't have any trouble with grades or anything like that, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly, exactly...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah... 

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So, as you said, you left, you went back to Scott County.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You graduated...
MR. HARNESS: Graduated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Got in the military...
MR. HARNESS: Went in the military.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then went to UT.
MR. HARNESS: Went to UT. Finished UT, I taught for one year up at Carter High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, I thought that's what I wanted to do, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: I found out real quick that ehhh, wasn't no money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: I mean, you couldn't do anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: And, so, I was working on my Master's and I ... so I just thought, I'm going to interview with a few people. And I interviewed DuPont and he offered me a job at almost double my pay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. And, so, me and my wife, we picked up after that quarter was over – they were on the quarter system at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And when that quarter was over, we picked up and moved to Waynesboro, Virginia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yep. Shenandoah Valley. Beautiful place up there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: And we... I was a cost accountant in contracts. They called me an engineer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: ... but we put a new... DuPont had discovered a new product called Lycra.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: Yep. You could take a piece about ... a strand about that long and stretch it as far as you wanted to and it wouldn't break.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: So, they made women... Even today ... It's still on the market today, by the way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, absolutely, Lycra is still used today.

MR. HARNESS: Well, I was the cost accountant on that job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yep, sure was. And then, from there, they transferred me, when that job was over they transferred me to Chattanooga and we were expanding the DuPont plant down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. HARNESS: Nylon. They manufactured nylon and we were doubling the capacity to produce that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: So, I was looking at it not too long ago, as a matter of fact. That job was over 80 million dollars and that was back in...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a lot of money back in those days.
MR. HARNESS: That was a lot of money, I mean. That's the point, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Going back to the Lycra, there's a lot ... women who wear girdles have you to thank (laughter) for that, don't they?
MR. HARNESS: Well, I look at it from the other side -- swimsuits! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HARNESS: Swimsuits!

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly... 

MR. HARNESS: I guess it is put in a lot of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure it is.
MR. HARNESS: ... different types of clothing and stuff ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So, you entered Chattanooga and then you...
MR. HARNESS: And then, Chattanooga and I stayed down there for... Well, I was down there long enough that I figured out that some people that I got to know real well had worked for DuPont for like 20 years...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: ... and they had moved 20 times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure...
MR. HARNESS: Now, DuPont used to have their own construction company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HARNESS: We were headquartered out of Delaware and soon as this job was over, you might go to Richmond, Virginia, you may go out to California, you may go to Memphis, Tennessee ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: They got plants all over the United States.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And I decided, well, if I'm gone put four kids through college ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: ... I can't do it doing that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: Out of state tuition, moving around the country like that, so I decided if 250,000 people in Knoxville can get jobs up there, there must be one for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And so, I got with a headhunter and it wasn't very long 'til I had a job with Plastiline.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, and I stayed with them for 24 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. HARNESS: They've been bought and sold three or four times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: 'Course, I went from being just a cost accountant all the way up to comptroller and treasurer and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: You know, director of accounting, what have you, and ... we went public in '86 -- I helped take them public. And then, in '89, I went with Joseph Construction Company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HARNESS: And I've been the CFO over there since 1989.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're still working, as we said earlier.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you're 70...?
MR. HARNESS: 78.

MR. MCDANIEL: Are you ever going to retire?
MR. HARNESS: Well, I told the man, I said, Look, I'll give you one more year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Well, you're pretty sharp, I mean, you know. I don't think... You know, age doesn't really matter long as you're sharp enough to do the job and able to do it.

MR. HARNESS: Well, that's true, that's true...

MR. MCDANIEL: In my opinion...
MR. HARNESS: And I'm still very much ambulatory, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: I've been lucky.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right...
MR. HARNESS: I thank The Man every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. But you've been close enough to Oak Ridge, kind of, to see how things have changed in Oak Ridge since you were there, haven't you?
MR. HARNESS: Oh, yeah, yeah and I visit over there quite regular, actually, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah...
MR. HARNESS: Either shopping or ... Lot of my in-laws and so forth are in the school system and I've got ... I've been over there several times to watch 'em play basketball, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: So, yeah, I've pretty well stayed up with what's going on over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Lot different than it was in '44, isn't it?
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. It's a lot different, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: But, I imagine, there's a lot of it that's still the same.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah ... Well, it's amazing to me how many of those quote-unquote "huts"...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: And then, those four-plexes and even some of the, I don't know what you call them, but they were just full sized houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. HARNESS: Ok. They're still there!

MR. MCDANIEL: They're still there.
MR. HARNESS: They're still there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. HARNESS: And that ... That's pretty amazing when you think about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: The... The Cemesto houses that were -- the alphabet houses, the A, B, Cs, Ds, and even Es and Fs and 'scuse me, they were built to last seven years.
MR. HARNESS: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they last 70. First house I ever owned was a D house in Oak Ridge. My wife and I bought it.
MR. HARNESS: Interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, it was... You know, it was just made well. They were just built really well.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know. So... There's a photo, one of my favorite photos, was when they were building a residential community and they said at some point they were building -- they were finishing a house every thirty minutes. Finishing a house every thirty minutes. But there's a photo of a field and what they did was they put the fireplaces and chimneys in first.
MR. HARNESS: Whoa!

MR. MCDANIEL: So all you see is a field of chimneys.
MR. HARNESS: Full of chimneys.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they'd come in and build a house around it. That's exactly what they did, so they looked like trees, those chimneys, there must have been like 30 of 'em in this open field. But that was all it was.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So... It's amazing... It was an amazing time when you were there, I mean, it really was, that was kind of the pinnacle of the war years anyway. 

MR. HARNESS: Well, I've ... I didn't experience it, but I've since read that during the time I was there, a lot of people, they just double up and slept wherever they could find a place to park themselves, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. That there wasn't... That there was insufficient housing, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, so...

MR. MCDANIEL: There's a fellow I interviewed who said, he lived in Oliver Springs, his mother, they had a two-car garage and somebody came by and said, "Can we use that to sleep in?" And they ended up -- excuse me -- carpenters came in and put a floor in, put walls in, and 12 of them slept...
MR. HARNESS: Slept there...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ever night. And she, his mother, made them lunch every day to go to work, to take to work with them. That was part of the deal. And that's how his family made a living during the war.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah. That's amazing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, 'cause there wasn't any place.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So...
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, it's amazing... (laughs) I don't understand it. It happened and they accomplished what they set out to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true. And without anybody knowing about it.
MR. HARNESS: Yeah, without anybody knowing about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: You think that could happen today?
MR. HARNESS: Very doubtful, because different line of thinking today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HARNESS: Young people, I mean, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. HARNESS: Yeah. I'm not sure you could swear them down like that, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't think you could.

MR. HARNESS: (laughs) You know, I don't believe you could either, I don't think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is there anything else you want to tell me about Oak Ridge?

MR. HARNESS: No, I don't... That's about ... I'm sure there were a lot of other things that I'm just not...

MR. MCDANIEL: Remembering...
MR. HARNESS: Remembering or thinking about right at the moment.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. HARNESS: But, yeah, it's an interesting place. I guess it was just busy, you know, that's the biggest thing. I mean, everybody was going somewhere, doing something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HARNESS: All the time, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HARNESS: All the time. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Well, thank you so much for taking time to talk with me.
MR. HARNESS: Thank you very much. Been my pleasure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very good.
[End of Interview]
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