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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History.   The date is April 16th, 2015.   I’m Don Hunnicutt in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Bill Harman, III’s  oral history about living in Oak Ridge.  Bill, please state your full name and place of birth and date please. 

MR. HARMAN:
William “Bill” Harman, III.  I was born in Oak Ridge, January 17th, 1945.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is your father’s name?
MR. HARMAN:
William “Bill” Harman, II, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall the place of birth and date for him?

MR. HARMAN:
No, not off-hand.  It’s West Virginia, Parkersburg, I believe. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother’s maiden name?
MR. HARMAN:
Pauline James and she was also from Parkersburg.  They were born in 1920.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandparents’ names on your father’s side and where they were born and maybe the date, if you remember?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, gosh, no.  I don’t remember when and where they were born.  Of course, he was William “Bill” Harman, although he––his birth certificate never had the William on it.  It’s just Dale on it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandmother on your dad’s side?
MR. HARMAN:
I don’t know.  I can’t go back that far.  My dad certainly can.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall on your mother’s side, the grandparents, their names?

MR. HARMAN:
Viola James and Otto James.  They were both from Parkersburg.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about your father’s school history, what that you know of?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, he went to school in Parkersburg.   I think he was class officer or something up there in the high school, tremendously big high school, by our standards here in Oak Ridge and he went to on to Marietta College.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you know what he majored in in college?

MR. HARMAN:
He was a chemist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your mother’s school history?

MR. HARMAN:
She also graduated from Parkersburg and went onto––she didn’t go to Marietta.  My dad would know that.   He’d have a better view point.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You have sisters and brothers?

MR. HARMAN:
I have one brother.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what’s his name?
MR. HARMAN:
Richard.  Richard Alexander.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And is he living today, is he?

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where does he live?
MR. HARMAN:
My brother is an only child.   He lives down in Jacksonville, Florida.  He’s 14 years younger than I am.  My parents like to say he was planned.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about your mother.  Did she work while she was raising the family?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.  Of course, it’s all hearsay.  She was, during the war, Dr. Blankenship’s secretary or personal assistant.  I think she held a very low badge number as a result because I think Blankenship was the first badge number, so I’m told.  She left Blankenship’s group and worked for the Red Cross for a while and she managed the Red Cross here for two or three years and when she was raising me, she taught me obedience and just kind of stayed at home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You’re referring to Dr. Blankenship, the first school superintendent?  What about your father’s work history?

MR. HARMAN:
He always worked at the plants.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did he work anywhere before coming to Oak Ridge, do you recall?
MR. HARMAN:
I think I’ve already talked about a paint factory, maybe an ice cream plant up in Marietta and Parkersburg.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When the family first came to Oak Ridge, do you remember what date that was?

MR. HARMAN:
I wasn’t here then.   He said he came here in ’43.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where they lived when they first came to Oak Ridge?
MR. HARMAN:
I think my dad was probably in one of the dormitories, although sometimes I hear stories of having a house over off of Tennessee Avenue somewhere.  He had a group of them for a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about what you first remember when you first started remembering things growing up in Oak Ridge.  First of all, where did you live?  Where is the first house that you lived in when you were born?   Do you remember that?

MR. HARMAN:
They had an apartment over on East Vance Road.  It’s been taken down now.  It’s now a parking lot, but it was right next to the hospital.  Now, my earliest memory is probably going over to Woodland in 1949 or 1950 and I can still in my mind’s eye see those flattop block houses just everywhere and the whole ground was covered in straw and they had little sapling trees planted here and there.  I was just really fascinated with them.  Hell, I was only four or five-years-old.  Woodland in the scheme of the history here was the first permanent housing in Oak Ridge.  I always thought of it as California style housing because of the flat roofs.  Now I went to school down in Woodland and I walked through the doors to enter kindergarten on the first day of school when that school was placed in service.   So, we went all the way through elementary school down there at Woodland.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What year would’ve that been?
MR. HARMAN:
That was in 1950.   It might have been ’49, but I think it was ’50.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  It was ‘50.   I happened to attend the same school the same day.

MR. HARMAN:
Did you?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The first day it was open.    But I was in the first grade.  

MR. HARMAN:
You were in the first grade?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   Now, tell me about what a block Woodland house that you lived in, what did it look like inside?

MR. HARMAN:
It looked like a block house inside.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many bedrooms did it have?

MR. HARMAN:
We had a large one.  We had, it had, well, it had three bedrooms.  Yeah, it had three, but it was the offset squares, whatever type that was.  They only had a half a dozen plans for those things, just it was the biggest one of the group and it had a swinging kitchen door.  I always thought that was just the neatest thing.  But it was a good house.   It sat below the road, but that was never really a problem.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the address?

MR. HARMAN:
117 Park Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what type of heat was in the block house?
MR. HARMAN:
It was a hydraulic heat.   It’s in the floor grate.  I slept on the floor gosh, up into high school.   It was always warm in the winter and cool in the summer.  It didn’t have air conditioning, so, you could open the windows.   It was really pleasant.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you speak of that type of heat, what––explain to me what that means.

MR. HARMAN:
Well, it had copper tubing running under the concrete floor, slab on grade construction and it had a boiler and they would pump heated water through the tubing and it would heat up the concrete floors during the winter.   Feet never got cold.  It was great, actually, loved it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, was that an oil fire furnace or do you recall?
MR. HARMAN:
I can’t recall.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember an oil tank buried in the ground outside?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.   All those houses had oil tanks outside.   I think everything, a lot of those houses came up on natural gas or at least they’re natural gas now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think later they did that.

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  I’ve got three or four of those houses.  I have them on gas.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, what do you remember about going to kindergarten the first day?

MR. HARMAN:
I don’t remember a thing about going to kindergarten.   The biggest thing I remember about going to school down there was the drills we had where we would climb under our desk.  If we had time, we’d go out and sit and squat down in the hallways and roll our heads up under our arms.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Air raid drills?
MR. HARMAN:
Air raid drills.   I remember those and of course, we’d go out and play on the playground.  They had a big asphalt playground area for us and we’d do things out there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go through the fifth grade at Woodland?   Do you remember some of your teachers you had?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  I don’t remember any of the teachers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when they had the safety patrol at Woodland?  Do you remember what that was all about?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  That was for direct-helping kids across the street, things like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But were you ahead of that?   

MR. HARMAN:
Man, I hadn’t thought about that in a long time.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you were a safety patrol person?

MR. HARMAN:
I probably was for a little while at some point in time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you ever remember the school having an outdoors play and I guess, the first through the fifth grades participated in it and it was outdoors and every homeroom had to do something.  Do you remember that happening?

MR. HARMAN:
I’d have to think about that.  That brings up a little light bulb back in there somewhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It seems like to me it was related to maybe American Indians or something because you had some people dressed up as Indians and so forth.  I just wanted to confirm that that I wasn’t making it up.

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, you’re not making that up.  Yeah, that brings back a little hint of a memory about that sort of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you walk to the school each day or did you ride a bus?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, man, no.  We walked.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
About how far away was the school?
MR. HARMAN:
Unless the weather’s bad.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MR. HARMAN:
Then we’d ride the bus, but gosh, I don’t know.  It was five or six blocks as blocks would go, you know maybe a quarter of a mile or further.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall stopping there at the Woodland Shopping Center?
MR. HARMAN:
It really wasn’t on my route in the early years.  But yeah, in the later years, we used to go over there to that Green’s IGA Market.  I actually bagged groceries for him for a couple of years and they had the drug store there. Had a little service station there and yeah, we’d sometimes go over there.  Couldn’t do it when I was real little because they had management. We got it in fourth or fifth grade.  We kind of had run of the whole area.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a bicycle growing up?  

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.  Everybody did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind was that?  Do you remember?
MR. HARMAN:
Oh, I’m sure it was a Schwinn, probably had a Western Flyer at some point too, two or three.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, in between school years during the summertime, what did you do for fun?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, my dad always worked, made a little bit here or there doing something.   Elementary school, I can’t remember what we did.  We’d always go back up to West Virginia and visit for a week or so and had other relatives down in Florida.  My dad’s sister lived down there and her family.  I just can’t remember what we were doing in grade school.   Got a little older we’d deliver papers there in Woodland.   

MR. HUNNICUTT:
For what paper company?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, I think I did all three.  I had the [Oak] Ridger and the [Oak Ridge] Journal and the Chattanooga Times, the [Knoxville News] Sentinel, all four, at different times and kind of knew everybody over on my side of town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what days were the worse days to carry the paper?

MR. HARMAN:
No, they were all good days.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You didn’t mind the big ad days for the Sunday paper?

MR. HARMAN:
No, rolling things up, stuff them together, boom, in that bag and take off.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how much it cost to subscribe to the newspaper in those days?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  I know I had to go around what every Wednesday, try to collect my money Wednesday or Thursday, had little envelopes you put them in.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then they’d tell you to come back next week and you go back next week and they said they paid you?  

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What––
MR. HARMAN:
I know the morning papers we always met, I’d say we, it was all the guys that delivered the paper and we’re getting up in the junior high school that age, we’d always meet down at Green’s IGA and sit out there and just chat for a while, smoke whatever cigarettes somebody could steal from their parents or wherever they could find them, get them out of the gutters and it was kind of interesting.  One of the boys, Jimmy Howard, I always think about him a day or two ago thinking about this interview, his family was one of the first to build out Emory Valley and, of course, that’s being on the moon as far as kids here in Woodland, you know, but Jimmy delivered papers with us a long time.  Well, his parents got him a Cushman scooter.  He come roaring into Woodland at 5:00 in the morning on that scooter to deliver papers.  That was always the big thing, but anyway.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that where you’d pick the papers up at the IGA?  Do you remember who the route manager might have been then?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  No, I sure don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was a guy by the name of Yallberry that delivered the Sentinel, I believe it was that was pretty knowledgeable around town, but I don’t know whether he had your section or not.

MR. HARMAN:
He probably did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MR. HARMAN:
You know, we’d come down there and there would be the papers, you know?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MR. HARMAN:
The only interaction we’d ever have was when we were settling up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On Fridays, I think is when you had to pay your bill.  Yeah.  So, what was the next school you attended after Woodland?

MR. HARMAN:
Robertsville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And that was grade 6th or 7th?

MR. HARMAN:
I think 7th.  I think I went through Woodland in 6th grade I finished second.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was a year there that they moved it back and you may have been caught in that move.  I was––

MR. HARMAN:
Moved on?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  I stayed at Jefferson 6th through 9th.  

MR. HARMAN:
Okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, you probably were at Woodland through the 6th grade and then Robertsville 7th through 9th or something.
MR. HARMAN:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Anyway, so, when you went to Robertsville, what did you notice the difference about junior high than elementary school or, do you recall?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, I don’t suppose there’s any difference.   I could ride my bicycle back then.  Everybody rode a bicycle from Woodland after Robertsville, six or eight, ten of us maybe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Could you––do you remember being able to choose some of your subjects you wanted to take in those days?
MR. HARMAN:
Oh, I may have.   I never did worry about any of that stuff.  I just went to school, enjoyed it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You liked school?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were your favorite subjects you liked in school?
MR. HARMAN:
I don’t know I had a favorite, sciences maybe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the teachers in Robertsville?

MR. HARMAN:
No.   We had one called Cottontop.  I remember him now.   He gave me a paddling a couple of times, but I don’t remember his name.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At this time, you mentioned earlier that you had worked for your dad.  Were you doing more work for him then as you got older?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, he and his partner had a farm out there in Bull Run Valley and named Gentlemen Farmers, but it was an operating farm, so they had put me out there in the summer to live, 9th, 10th, 11th grade.  I would say you had a family out there that operated the farm, stayed with them and they did some construction work in and around town because they were buying up warehouses and other properties, shopping centers, during those years.  So, they were always doing something.  So, I’d have to tag along, dig the ditches, whatever they wanted done.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you––you talked about your mother working for Dr. Blankenship, then later for the Red Cross.  Do you remember––

MR. HARMAN:
No.  I don’t remember any of those years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   Do you recall when she was at home where she might have did her grocery shopping, maybe at the IGA Store in Woodland?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, you had an A&P over at the Downtown when Downtown opened up.  I’m trying to think.  There was a Kroger’s somewhere else there in town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, you came into Downtown area.

MR. HARMAN:
But I just can’t recall, you know, where we’re really going shopping with her.  What little bit we did, we probably wouldn’t be food so much as, well, there’s McCrory’s in Downtown and some of that.  We loved Downtown, I mean, and we lived nearby.  We’d go over there and we’d walked the streets just like kids going to the mall today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s a one stop shop area, wasn’t it?

MR. HARMAN:
It absolutely was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s what we’re missing today.   You remember some of the other stores that were down there?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, I know you had the bakery.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Everybody remembers the bakery.

MR. HARMAN:
Everybody remembers the bakery and there’s a Walgreen’s down there, something that they all, it was Walgreen’s, never spent much time down there.  There’s a, I think we had Notasco there for a while.  I want to say there’s a Western Auto down there for a while.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You’re right.
MR. HARMAN:
And I know Downtown Hardware was down there because they were downstairs.  Had their big furniture store right next door to them and I keep thinking, I could probably come up with some more.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
JC Penney’s was there as well.   Do you remember them?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They have an outlet store that you could go in.  Do you remember that?  What brought it to mind was there was a, when the first computerized game came out, it was Ping or something where a ball bounced across the screen.

MR. HARMAN:
[Inaudible]

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  They had that displayed on a screen there and everybody would stand there and look at that in amazement, you know?   It didn’t do anything, just watched it.  

MR. HARMAN:
It’s like Sputnik, you know, game.  You know what’s that going to do for us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Go out at night and watch the star of the Sputnik go across the sky.

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  There was an area if I remember right Downtown that had like rides.  Do you remember that in between some stores?  It was open and had like tilt-a-whirls and rides there?

MR. HARMAN:
No, I can’t remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MR. HARMAN:
I remember they used to bring in amusement park type things, carnivals.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Carnivals.

MR. HARMAN:
And your carnivals.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  They’d fence off a big whole area, here in the parking lot and have those from time to time.  I don’t remember a smaller area.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother have a car to drive when she was working or––

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.   She had a ’54 Road Master.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of car did your dad own, besides the Road Master?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, he had a Hudson.  He and his partner Percy Stats, they had a couple of pickup trucks that they had bought as surplus and they formed a company, Rental Equipment Company and they leased those trucks through their friends.  I guess they got tired of going to Timbuctoo to drag one of them back in for being broke down, so they could lease some out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned warehouses they purchased.   Where were they located?

MR. HARMAN:
Warehouse Road.   They had to have that area and then they had Outer Drive Shopping Center.   They had that East Village Shopping Center.   They ended up buying the old, I recall the Breaker Hoff Building out towards the west end.  There was Breaker Hoff Plumbing.   It’s an engineering company now.   The Oak Ridge Civic Ballet was down there for years and years.  Back little pizza parlor was downstairs for years and years in that particular building after Jefferson.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s where the meat market is today.
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  Where the market is today and they’ve sold the building since then, but that was one of them they had picked up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you started high school, did you still continue to ride your bicycle or how did you get back and forth from the high school?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, we rode our bicycles now.  Did that, gosh, I guess, up into the senior year, of course, by then a few of us could drive.   Not a whole lot of cars there as sophomores, we weren’t old enough to drive to start with.  There weren’t that many cars available, but I guess by the time I got to my junior and senior year, I was driving more and more and more and the parents let me drive.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like high school?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.  I loved high school.  I liked junior high.  I liked elementary school.  Jules Spencer was always good to me in Oak Ridge now.   But I never was a good student.   But I had a lot of friends, knew everybody it seemed like.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What made you like school since you said you weren’t a good student?  Why would you like school?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, you’d go in early in the morning and sit in the hallways.  If the weather’s good, you’d go out and sit on the hill there.  You know, where they put those round things, yeah.  And just watch the girls chat with the guys. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Good socializing.  

MR. HARMAN:
Absolutely.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, during your years in high school during the summer, did you still work a lot or did you have any free relaxation time?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, I worked a lot, but we got to do a lot of things too.  We’d go to the swimming pool.  If the weather was good, we’d drive our bicycles back and forth.   We’d stop down there at a swimming hole behind Shoney’s and go swimming in there after school, play with the mercury in the bottom of the creek.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember unique about the Oak Ridge swimming pool?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, it’s just a big place, wide open.  You could just run and do and hoop and holler and just do whatever you wanted to.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall anything about the water temperature?
MR. HARMAN:
No.  I don’t recall any of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It seemed to be pretty cold about everybody that first went there.  Didn’t bother you any.

MR. HARMAN:
It didn’t bother me any.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Swimming in the creek with mercury and it didn’t have anything to do with that, did it?   Do you recall some of your teachers that you had in high school?

MR. HARMAN:
No, not much.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of classes did you take?
MR. HARMAN:
Well, I took Math and Sciences, of course, took German.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why did you take German?
MR. HARMAN:
Well, Heed, Bill Pete’s wife, just because they offered it.  My dad said you need to take German.  So, I took German.  Two or three years and joined a German Club.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that the only club you were active in?
MR. HARMAN:
Well, no.  I was head of concessions, the student head of concessions my junior and senior year and that took care of hot dogs and popcorn and drinks and all that for the football games and basketball games.  So, that kept me kind of busy doing that sort of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did––were you required to place the orders for the food and all the necessary things?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  We had advisers, teachers that handled that side of it.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what were your actual duties you were supposed to do?
MR. HARMAN:
Well, I would recruit students to peddle the stuff and kind of make sure it’s all working and supervising a little bit there in the booths.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now the students did that free?  They weren’t paid anything?

MR. HARMAN:
No, it was all volunteer.   Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have trouble finding volunteers?

MR. HARMAN:
Never.  They’d get in the games free, you know?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, that was football, basketball and––
MR. HARMAN:
A little bit of track.  There was track.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you active in any sports during high school?
MR. HARMAN:
No.  There in Robertsville, I played football one year, maybe two years, but I know in 9th grade, I was a tackler.  I was a little bit on the heavier side, I guess.   Maybe laying block and digging ditches kept me healthy.  I don’t know.  Anyway, they put me out there to tackle.  But I was second string and I was second string to a guy named Sadowski.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Steve, I believe it was.
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  But Steve was a big fellow and God, he’d just have me for lunch.  It was Stuhmiller and Wheeler.  Those were our coaches down in Robertsville.  Man, they’d be on Sadowski to get mean and get Harman.  So, I retired after the 9th grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You got tired of getting pretty roughed up?

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  But I enjoyed it too because you know, there was a lot of comradery there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember milk deliveries to the house?

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  In the early days, I’d be over there with them.  Yeah.   They had little quart jars.  You could get some other products too and I don’t remember quite what they were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think Gray Maker sold ice cream.

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about rolling stores?   Do you remember what a rolling store was?

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  But I never did fool with them.  But now that you mentioned it, I can see one in my mind’s eye.  Just thinking back to the truck coming around and they had all sorts of things in there, but I never did fool with them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember Mrs. Bryant that was a 3rd grade teacher at Woodland?  Now, her husband had a rolling store.

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, did he now?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Do you remember her?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  She was a tall––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Had a son named David.   He worked out at Y-12 for a long time.  Yeah.  

MR. HARMAN:
A glimmer of a light bulb.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Things come back when you get talking about them sometimes.  Did you ever go down to the American Museum of Atomic Energy down at Jefferson?  Do you ever visit that?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.  Not real often, but some.  I think every kid in town has done that at one time or other––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember anything kind of unique about going there?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, you get those radioactive dimes.  They had that other thing that could squish out, Vanhusen and of course you always had that hair thing.  What they called that big ball, the thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The Vander Graff.
MR. HARMAN:
Vander Graff, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
People would put their hand on that and it’d make their hair stand up.  Is that how it worked?

MR. HARMAN:
Absolutely.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever try that?
MR. HARMAN:
No.  My hair was always too short, so it didn’t do for me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now how––what did you do on the dime?  Did you give them a dime and then they gave you one back?  Do you remember how that worked?
MR. HARMAN:
I don’t remember how that worked.  I think they’re outlawed now.  You can’t do that, but––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, half-life was real short on those things.  They didn’t stay radioactive very long, but it was a unique in the car––

MR. HARMAN:
You could put them over by a Geiger counter and they’d click.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  That was a neat place to visit.

MR. HARMAN:
It actually was, down there at the west end.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.

MR. HARMAN:
In the old place and you know, I never, of course, they shut that museum down out there and I think the breeder reactor people went into that building, but that should’ve been one of the historic register-type buildings in Oak Ridge, that particular one in my mind.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It is.  It’s a shame that it was torn down.  The Boys’ Club it was given to them and they were going to build a parking lot and instead they demolished the building and did nothing with it.  It was a still good solid building.  It could’ve been used for something.

MR. HARMAN:
And it flooded every once in a while, but, you know, it wasn’t very often.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s like all of these buildings were made out of good material in their day.

MR. HARMAN:
Absolutely, they were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
This Winder building that’s on the ground up here now it’s a shame that one had to go, but that’s the way it is.  Things move on.

MR. HARMAN:
Well, they’re hanging on to the Guest House.  I think that’s a great thing and hope they can hang onto their ball room up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, it’s been re-vamped and it really looks good and it’s fixing to open the latter part of the year, so that’s a good historical building that was saved.  It really was.

MR. HARMAN:
And I’m glad of it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  What year did you graduate?
MR. HARMAN:
’63. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what did you do after graduation?

MR. HARMAN:
Moved houses during the summer for Calvin Steve House Mover down there in Oliver Springs.   He was one of my dad’s partners and then I went to Peabody College up in Nashville, Peabody College for teachers.  I was a teacher across the street from Vanderbilt.   It was interesting in those days in Oak Ridge, virtually everyone was expected to go onto college and most all of them did.  I don’t know what the percentages were for our graduating class, but it was high.  Everybody I knew, you know, went to college.  If you went to Lawrence, and I just couldn’t see life without going to college after high school.  Nowadays, kids, you know, hell, they wanted to quit in 10th, 11th grade.  Get a GED maybe, you know, it’s a problem juggling.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you graduated from Peabody College?
MR. HARMAN:
Oh no, had a good time there too.   I stayed there for a year and a half and I guess I got––I fell in love with my first wife.  My grades weren’t any good at Peabody to speak of.   My dad––they had fell on hard times.  My parents got divorced, but see I was out in Nashville, so I wasn’t really exposed or brought into any of that to speak of.  So, I came back to UT and I finally graduated from UT when I was working for Carbide.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you graduate?   What was your major?
MR. HARMAN:
Business Administration and I had dual majors, Industrial Management and Personnel Management.  I only graduated with 270 hours, enough to get a Ph.D., loved it, great time in UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And after UT, what did you do?
MR. HARMAN:
I was working at the plants.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when did you work, start working at, was it Y-12?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  I started at Y-12 in Engineering.  That was 1967.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your dad ever say anything about what he did when he worked here in the early days?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, he was a chemist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But did he ever say anything about his job you can recall?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  He was a chemist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was it?

MR. HARMAN:
That was it.  That was as far as it went.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have children by your first wife?
MR. HARMAN:
With both my children.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was her name?
MR. HARMAN:
Jane Marie Brown from Clinton.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your children’s names are?
MR. HARMAN:
William D. Harman IV and Katherine Marie Harman Stokes now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how old are they today?
MR. HARMAN:
Oh, they’re up in their 40s.   Time flies.   You hate to say it, you know?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The color of your hair changes a lot in the time, doesn’t it?
MR. HARMAN:
Well, mine changed early.  You know, I was kind of gray headed by the time I was 30, 35.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s all that schooling you went to.

MR. HARMAN:
It’s all that schooling, wore it out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did you work out at Y-12?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, now I had kind of an interesting history out there and we can get into that just because I was, I felt special and then my career at the plants, they hired me in ’67 as a junior draftsman trainee and somewhere I show I had my letter where they were going to pay me $367 a month.  More money than I’d ever heard of, you know, so went out there and was a draftsman.  Given a big old board and a little cubicle cubbyhole with a bunch of other draftsman to work with who had been there forever.  They kind of helped me along.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Had you had any experience in drafting before?
MR. HARMAN:
Oh no.  I had two years in high school and that was it.  That was my salvation.  Classes I had dearly loved and enjoyed.   Anyway, I worked for Al Stanton and B.B. Bell and some other guys out there, top engineers and it was interesting.  I’m going to pursue this a little bit.  They––the week I went out to work out there, first they hired me into the HBAC Group, the Mechanic 1 chain crowd and they let me sit up there in employment all day.  Finally, it dawned on somebody, they had a new employee sitting up there and they sent a guy up and he says, “Come back in the morning at 8:00 and we’ll take you down to the engineering offices and find a place for you.”  I said okay.  So, the month I hired in, I think I was one of three new employees at Y-12.  They just weren’t hiring anybody and I really think, my dad had played some hand in getting me at least an interview.  So, I went back the next day and I sat around up to practically lunch time.  The guy came up there and said, “You’ve been re-assigned.  We’re going to put you in the Instrumentation Engineering Group under B.B. Bell.  So, I’m here to take you down to their offices.”  We went down to the offices where they’re 9733-4 and showed me my cubbyhole and introduced me a little bit and I hired in and we started working overtime the next week.  The first overtime anybody had seen in the Engineering Division in eight or  ten years.  It was just amazing and then they bought up the vacation and nobody could even get off.  We went into working six days a week.  It’s just remarkable.  So, they really thought I was something special to come in there and then all of a sudden boom, everybody’s on overtime.  Well, I worked in that group for about two years.  After a few months, I was assigned to outstanding and Al was a go getter.  He was loud and sharp and a good organizer and he’d give me something to do.  He said, “Bill, I need fourteen copies of this.”  I’d have to go running up two buildings to find the copier and I need copies of these prints and I’d go right up to.   Well, they hired another fellow in, two more guys behind me and they came out TAT, the Training Technology Group and they came in at a little bit more money than what I was making and after six months, they got a raise.  Well, I got a raise at six months too, 25 cents an hour.   But I think another six months went by and they got another raise and I didn’t get a raise.  So, my feelings were kind of hurt and I mentioned it to Al one day and he said don’t worry about it.  He said, “We’re trying to take care of you.”  Okay.  So, I kept running errands, doing whatever they want to do.  We’re working overtime.  I was laying out circuit boards and drawing buildings and numatic circuits and all this stuff.  Anyway, they came and Al said, “Come with me.  We’ve got to go up here and see Pat.”  Go see Pat.  That was Penny’s Pat.  He was head of all the engineering here at Y-12 and never said anything to anybody, but he was a tall lanky guy but he had a lot of respect.  Anyway, we went up and went in and see Pat and he said, “Have a seat.”  I sat down and he says, “We want you to know we’ve been watching you,” because every day I’d be running back and forth right in front of his office and he said, “We’ve put in for an OPI, an Outstanding Personnel Index,” and he says, “I’m giving you the biggest raise I’ve ever given anyone in my division, 20.7%,” and he says, “We’re going to promote you to draftsman, full draftsman.”  So, now 20% of not much is very damn little, but it sure sounded good and it was a lot of money back then.  So, anyway, so I was one of the OPIs and it turns out in the scheme of things, that was a program that the government had in Carbide, they’d only give maybe four or five of those in the whole nuclear complex a year and most of those were reserved for people like at X-10, the PhDs, and somebody that’s really done something.  So, to get down to my level and get one of those things, really is kind of a rare thing.  Now I was able to over the years ride that out because when I would talk to top managers, as soon as I said I was an OPI person that meant something to them because they’ve been involved in trying to get that kind of recognition for their own people.  Anyway, it was just one of those little things that came along.  So, the plants, they always took care of me.  I needed––I decided I’d go back to school and I started taking a couple of classes.  Instrumentation, over at UT in night school, had that adult education over there in Oak Ridge.  UT and I decided I better take some drafting classes.  So, I took a year of drafting while I was down there and made straight A’s in it.  And then I decided to go back to school.  Well, they moved me out of instrumentation and put me up in the marigold control.  That was a whole different ball game.  That was for computer programmers back when you didn’t have computers.  But we did these Fortran sheets and they’d send them to K-25 and the girls would sit over there and get them up into punch cards.  Remember the old punch cards?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  They’d feed them in and keyed the information in.

MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  Keyed the information in and they’d do it twice to verify.  They had two people do the same thing and then they’d compare the cards and that was a thorough group there and then they’d make a Mylar tape, the big wide Mylar tape you’d see these movies.  They have these big tapes running around.  They have Mylar tape and you could feed those into machine tools and the controls would then direct the machine tools to do whatever the machine needed to do.  Well, they put me into a cubbyhole by myself as a small machine language programmer.  So, I was the first full time programmer they had at Y-12 for machine language programming and this was a whole new thing, too.  If you watch the old movies, they have these panels with lights that flicker and they have all these switches and stuff.  Well, that was machine language and you could actually read those lights and see what the instructions were for the computer behind it.  So, anyway, I did machine language programming for some inspection gauges that we were using on some of the components.  But it was a type of job that I could work my own hours and come and go as I wanted.  So, I could go on to college and finish up.  So, that’s what I did for here so, I really didn’t like it.   That wasn’t a job that I could embrace.  It was just too anal, I guess.  It’s too picky.  But I could do it.  [I] got to take a company trip up to Maine or Massachusetts in February and never saw so damn much snow in my life as what I saw up there piled beside the roads.  The––when I graduated, they brought me in.  They said, “Bill, we want you to go to K-25.  I appreciate your efforts here.”  By then, they had three or four guys in there.  They’re all doing this stuff, different machines.  It was real funny.  One of the machine tools I was working with is down Baker 4 down at the bottom.   The intercom machine they called it and I was in there working one evening about 5:30, 6:00, overtime, trying to verify that all my coding was correct and the machine was doing what I needed it to do and here come Roger Hibbs, Mr. Jasny and Pat and they were touring, I don’t know, some Congressman or somebody was coming through there.  It was real interesting because they said, “Here’s a big fellow.”  But anyway, they kind of went down the line like this when they stood there and one of them would ask a question and he’d go up the line and they’d ask me and then they’d go back down.  I was just really amused at that, but of course Hibbs was a good friend of mine.  Dad’s from the very earliest days that was the first time I’d run into him out at the plant in a perpetual environment.  But he had some good words to say, so, all that makes you feel good when you’re new, you know.  You’re out there in that kind of environment.   Anyway, they called me in to say, “We want to send you up to K-25.  They need some help.”  Well, be glad to.  I had a college degree then in Industrial Management and Personnel Management.  So, I went over and talked to Ken Sommerfeld.  Now, everybody liked Sommerfeld.  He was a young fellow.  I think he was a West Point graduate.  I think he was a Navy pilot, fighter pilot, and he just had a lot of charisma about him, a good looking guy.  Anyway, I went up to see him and he brought in Bill McCluen, who was the older K-25 operations-type guy.   He and a couple of the other old timers and they said, “Well, K-25, we’re getting ready to expand here.  We’ve got some big programs coming in and we want to put you into operations.  We want you to learn what we do here because we’re going to crown you when we get to expand.”  I said okay.  So, I went ahead and went down there.  Well, they put me over in the Ponderosa as they called it.  Of course, all these buildings are green field, but now have been torn down.  But they put me over in the Ponderosa on shift work as a supervisory trainee and that was okay.  Money was still money.  I felt good about the money I was making.  I wasn’t rich, but none of us were out there.  But anyway, I was going to get some shift premium after that.  So, I trained over in the Ponderosa for a while.  Here’s Robinson, Robbie Robinson, he retired out there.   I think he was Union Carbide’s most senior employee because he had started up in Huntington, West Virginia, or somewhere cleaning tanks when he was like fourteen or  fifteen-years-old and he got credit, the company timed credit for the time he had spent up there.  So, when they shipped him to Oak Ridge, down in ’43, when they were probably men down there to work at K-25, he had already had several years’ company credit built up and he carried on.  Hell, he had 40 something years when I was training there.   And anyway, so they put me out there on shift to work with other shift supervisors and it took me about six months out there on shift to figure out the difference between an a stream and b stream and gas distribution was because I just couldn’t––nobody really explained it in a way that you could see it.   You just had to work with the guys that work with it and let them kind of explain it to finally understand how it worked, the gas distribution business and they only knew their little part of it because of all this segregation of information.  And the Ponderosa was interesting because it had feeding tails, product withdrawal and had the test salute where they would test new components that went into gas distribution.   The––so after about six months, they put me on shift, gave me a crew and at that point, I was told there for a few months I was the youngest full blown supervisor, first line supervisor in Union Carbide worldwide.   They had 180,000 people and I was supervising, you know, a bunch of guys, ten or twelve of them that they were relics.  They had been there since World War II, knew everything there was to know about their little domain.  There was nothing I could tell.  You know, I was just basically keeping time on them and just listening to their stories, having a little stew with them from time to time, just a great experience.  So, after a few months of that, I got called into the plant manager’s office and some [inaudible] said, “Bill, we’re going to put you over in the Barrier Plant.”  He had mentioned this other guy had talked a little bit about the Barrier.   Anyway, “We’re going to put you in the Barrier Plant.”  I said, “Well, okay.”  So, I went in over there as a shift supervisor.  I got a little bit of training over in that area.  Put me on shift.  They were working three shifts, operation shift four, EF&G.  So, we only worked Monday through Friday.  We were off Saturday and Sunday.  Such as it was, but you still, you’d go in midnight Sunday night and Sunday morning and start the plant up, bring it up and then you’d shut it down, last thing Friday night.  We––well, I had eight guys and here again, they were relics.   They’d been there hell, forever.   There wasn’t anything that came up that they didn’t how to do sort of take care of.  Every once in a while we’d have to call somebody from maintenance to come in and fix something really broken, be electrical or mechanical and back in those days, K-25 everybody was driving trucks out of the surplus yard.   I mean, they didn’t have any money at all to operate with.  It’s just bare bones.  The––I think we had two mechanics on shift for the whole plant, a big operating plant, two mechanics, two electricians, one was an electrician and one was an instrument guy, but they could work together and one pipe fitter.   So, if you had a problem, you had to really pull some rank to get a maintenance guy.  But anyway, that’s the way we operated and that went along.  We went from gosh, eight people.  I think I had 18 people working for me on the shift.  I remember going to the break room one time and talking to my shift and explaining to the guys, we were just talking before we went to work, kind of like a tailgate meeting.  I said, “For every one of you guys sitting in here, it’s just going to be a little bit before there’s going to be somebody sitting right beside you that’s got to help you operate this plant and then there’s going to be another one and then another one and then another one and then another one.”  And I said, “It’s going to be on you guys to train these people for the job you do and how good we do is a plan and for our own jobs.  You know, it relies on you guys doing your work, doing any training, these other people to do the work right.”  So anyway, it kind of went along in that thing.  They replaced me as the shift supervisor.  We went A, B, C, and D, four shift operation.   I was under Frank Strang at that time out in Barrier Plant.   He was the manager.  I think they called me back in.  They said, “Bill, we want you to spearhead the training, hiring and training of our new Barrier Division people.”  So, they got me an office upstairs and I went to interviewing and selecting and bringing people into the job.   We’d go down and pick them up down at employment and take them down through medical, take them to laundry and outfit them with coveralls and sat in the other room, threw a little two week training program and to teach them about the Barrier Plant and teach them about the company.  You know what the company rules were, how the shift organization worked and the shifts they’d be working to put them out in the plant so they get some hands-on experience at different jobs within the plant.  We went from 18 Barrier operators when I first went in down there to over 600 within three years and that’s a big damn job, you know, payroll in an extremely unique environment.   I mean, there’s no other manufacturing environment like that one down there.  I mean, it’s so secret, so––but and that whole program was extremely successful.  Mike Willard came in to work with me and the day came when it finally had ramped all the way up and now all of these people signed the shift and they were being promoted into inspectors and the supervision and so forth and so on and they were bidding out into chemical operator jobs.  So, we had an awful lot of people. We rate our people in three years through that door of the plant.  Frank called Mike Willard and I in up there and said, “X-10 needs somebody in their personnel, HR group and one of you might want to consider the opportunity because we’re not needing training at that point and orientation and hiring.”  So, Mike and I flipped a coin and he won, so he got to go to X-10.  He retired from over there.   The––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you regret that?
MR. HARMAN:
No, not at all.  Mike was much better for that.   He just had more class to him than I did.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But at that time when you were working at K-25, where were you living in Oak Ridge?

MR. HARMAN:
I lived up on Georgia Avenue, had an A house and when my first wife was expecting, with number four, my son, we decided we had to add onto that A house.  It just wasn’t going to be big enough for a family.  So, I went and talked with Calvin Stead, my house mover, the guy I had worked for a few years earlier and said I need a house.  Well, Calvin was moving all these apartments.  You remember the day all up and down the Turnpike down through there.  That went on for a year or two moving those apartments because he would take the ends off of them and sell them off and move them out of town and they’d take the two story, E-2 sections and he would chainsaw it.  He had––I remember going down there to his place and he had a 55 gallon barrel of chain.  Never could move the thing, but it was full of chainsaw chain.  So, he’s making up his own chainsaw chains, so he could go into that cemesto and cut that whole second floor in two.  He’d take a crane and he’d lift the top of it off, roof about half of the second floor, the windows that was proportioned.   Then he’d move the bottom out and move the top out and go put them back together wherever he took them to, very good way of doing it.   But I hand dug me a foundation.  I actually had a high-lift come and cut the driveway, cut out a little bit of the basement area and then I hand dug the foundation area and poured the concrete and bought an E-1 apartment from Calvin.  At first, it was real interesting and Calvin said, “Bill,” he says, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do.”   He says, “You know, I’ll give you an apartment,” and he says, “You’ll just come down and take the windows out and take the doors out.”  He said, “You could add the plumbing fixtures in the kitchen.”   He says, “You can have all the roof, the roof trusses.”  He said, “You can take the flooring up, the sub flooring, frame your rafters all that stuff, have it all.   But you got to take all of it,” and he said, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do.”   He says, “For $500, I’ll move it up here for you in one piece.”   So, that’s what we did––really fascinating, moving one of those E-1 apartments up there around town.  Well, they always were around town, but build a bridge off of Georgia Avenue, up over the parking area, but to get up that steep bank, put his winch truck up on top and had these winches running, this winch cable running from tree to tree, big old pulley snatch box to get the damage out of it and he’d pull that E-1 apartment back up there.  Now, that’s the apartment if you’ll remember, it was down there around Karen’s Jewelers, in that area, right next to that little building over.  There was a fellow here in town that repaired pianos and he had about a dozen kids, ten or twelve kids, and he always drove a limousine, one of the big stretch limousines, old ones.  It was either that or a hearst, but carried the thing around then.   They repaired pianos and he took an E-1 apartment, one of those ends and gutted it for his piano display room and he’d move those pianos in and out of that area.  I got that end from him because I didn’t need any of those interior stuff.   Anyway, $500, he put that E-1 apartment on my foundation.   Part of that there, then I had to put block up under it and then he came back and set it down on my foundation.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was quite a set in the neighborhood.
MR. HARMAN:
Well––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I stood on the street and watched that.

MR. HARMAN:
Did you?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.

MR. HARMAN:
Well, it had to have been, just had to have been.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You probably got the only cemesto house with an E-1 attached to it in Oak Ridge.  

MR. HARMAN:
I don’t know.   I think Calvin probably did that in two, three, four places.  I know there’s another one, the Spuralls family.  Bruce Spuralls.  I don’t know if you remember them or not.   Anyway, out there on Johnson Road.  They had an E-1 brought in to their house back up in and around.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that a TDU they added to?
MR. HARMAN:
I think that was a flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Flattop?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  I think they took a chain saw with the neighbors off it, the A board to get it back in there somehow.   There wasn’t quite enough clearance to rebuild it.  But that’s part of what you did for––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
This guy that did all the moving, was he responsible for moving the flattops out of Oak Ridge too?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, it’s all free economy sort of thing.  But yeah, he moved a lot of flattops, a lot of them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you ever notice traveling through the areas that you can see some of the flattops, if you know how to look for them?
MR. HARMAN:
Yeah.  I mean––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Looking towards Madisonville and all over this area.

MR. HARMAN:
The same way with the E apartments.  You’ll see them put back together down Oliver Springs, one out there at Solway.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You know, that one at Solway is gone now.  It’s not there, but do you remember where that one was moved from?

MR. HARMAN:
No.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They’re all down on Vermont, down parallel to the Turnpike.  All those were gone, even the one, New York Avenue comes to the Turnpike because they moved an E apartment complex out of that area to make that road, remember?  So, how long did you live on Georgia?   Where did you go from Georgia?

MR. HARMAN:
We left Georgia Avenue and I bought a house down on Highway 61, just over the ridge there and it was a large ranch house and I was buying property a little bit along as I could afford to at that time and I bought the house on Georgia Avenue from my dad.  So, I got a big break there.  But he was in some really serious money problems at that time.  So, he sold me that house for the mortgage that he had on it, basically, to get off of him and take care of me.  So, it was a win-win situation.   I remember going over to First National Bank in Clinton and signing the loan papers there about––it was after banking hours.  Hell, I never dealt in that kind of environment before and I wasn’t working for the plants then.   That was still before I went work to work at Y-12.  Hadn’t had a job offer, so I, but pumping gas over on Kings and Pine Gas Station.  In the old days, back when we used to pump gas, we wiped the windows, do that sort of thing.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you leave K-25?   Did you retire from K-25?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, that’s a strange story.  Yeah.  I retired from K-25.   But I went back, I was sent back to K-25, I guess, basically to retire.  That’s when Bechtel came in and they chopped up all the “environmental people” out of the various other plants and sent them all to K-25.  Now, at that time, I was working in area 5 at Y-12 with chemistry and I was project engineer in the Engineering Division and I was in the top number two or three in seniority and time served within the project engineering group, I had 170 projects on my list.   Now, they had a project engineer.  That’s a cradle to grave assignment.  If you have a project to do, you’re into the initial investigations and this is what we’re going to do and this is what we need to do and this is what we’re going to do.  All the way through the budgeting, through the engineering, through the construction approvals, through the construction, through the checkout, turning it back over to operations.   But anyway, that’s a long process out there at the plant so it takes years to do anything and even now it’s become impossible, so I understand it.  But, so I had all these projects.  Every time they get a new computer, they somehow they’d send it up to me first, the old 386s from the ATs and it’s not maybe just archaic equipment by today’s standards.   This was the only way I could keep track of everything in my baliwig because I had just had files and files and it was awful.  Anyway, I wrote a proposal.  There was a special program out there out of Washington called P-2 program, Pollution Prevention, P-2 and that was fresh money that wasn’t budgeted to Oak Ridge.  It was just in a big bucket up there in Washington and people would send in project submittals and if it got approved, then the P-2 money would be sent down to fund that project.  So, it’s brand new money going to the plants, to Y-12, to Oak Ridge.  I’d put in a proposal a couple of million dollars and it had gotten approved and so, I was really kind of excited about that because at that time, they had virtually shut Y-12 down.  We weren’t doing anything anywhere and I was just sitting there babysitting a whole lot of projects and paper.  And all the engineers, construction and everybody else were tied to these various projects.  But I was a wet chemistry person.  That’s highly enriched.  Well, here I had this little P-2 project, environmental.  Boom.  K-25.  Got over there, you know.  I was slated to be laid off and I took a voluntary retirement.  I should not have done that.  I should have let them go ahead and can my ass, so to speak.   But in my whole career, out to plants, I was a home-grown person in all of the things I was exposed to, the promotions I had, places they sent me to do things.   I spent a lot of time in construction engineering, a little bit of program management in the centrifuge plant up in Ohio.  I was part of the design management team, project engineer.  Pat had always liked me in engineering.  He and Jasny because I was one of the few people they had that could talk engineering to the rest of the world.  Full engineers, you know, IR in engineer, they can’t spell.  They can’t write.  They can’t, you know, draft proposals.  They can’t write procedures very well.  So, they saw a lot of value in me because I could do those things and still know some smattering of engineering.  So, I was an engineer.   They made an engineer out of me.  I was one of three engineers, even though I was a construction engineer, but engineer in job description and pay codes and everything.  One of three out of 1800 engineers in that Engineering Division under Martin Marietta when it was an all consolidated division, but they had––didn’t have engineering degrees.  I was a business major.  But I had a whole lot of education and I had a world of experience.  When I was at Y-12, we were tooling up when I first went in we were tooling up for Sit Cot, not Sit Cot, production facilities, improvements.  We were trying to upgrade Y-12 into the next level of machine tools and plant stuff.   So, there’s hardly a room for a facility out.  I had been in at Y-12 when I was working in instrumentation and then again in numerical control, I was, you know, had access to all sorts of places that needed to go there.  You know, then K-25, you know, there I had a working shift.  We had access the whole plant.  We were operations.  We could go anywhere we needed to go.  We were a virtual squad.  We trained all over the place.  Later on, I worked, of course, at the Barrier Plant which was kind of off limits in a lot of ways, but then we spent a couple of years in utilities on shift and that really put me into every hole in the ground and pipelines and just, we knew everything there was to know about people at the time.  I was really, but I was a home-grown as I moved in and out of engineering into operations of those two areas.  I was home-grown.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what year did you finally retire?
MR. HARMAN:
’98.   But I really resent, I’ll get off into this a little bit.  DOE’s compartmentalization of operating contractors over there, I mean, I had spent a career out there working lifetime in those plants and ended up with a minor contractor pack and went out there at K-25, tasked to get rid of the people in green field place and they broke us away from the larger block of people that we truly belonged then which was the Y-12.  You know they should have kept a lot of those benefits and stuff together and they just didn’t.  They just divided and conquered and that was a DOE decision and we’re still all living with it and suffering from it.  I believe strongly in Cold War workers in what they’re doing.  I never saw myself as one until I did retire, but that in fact is what it is.  You look at our exposures.  My dad’s out there on a Grilliam thing.   They have a [inaudible] for it, so, you know, his exposure is out there.  Knock on wood, I’ve got my health and it’s still pretty good.  But I’ll say this.   My exposure is no less than a whole hell of a lot of other people over the years.  I’ve had my boots eaten off by sulfuric acid and water treatment and all this other––it goes on and on.   I’ve grabbed rabbits out there in some of those areas.  But I don’t see myself as casually Cold War effort, but I see myself as a contributor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Have you remarried since your first marriage?

MR. HARMAN:
Oh yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is your wife’s name now?

MR. HARMAN:
Janie Lewis Harman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you all have any children?
MR. HARMAN:
She has three daughters.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what’re their names?

MR. HARMAN:
Tonya, Belinda and Shanna.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What are you doing with yourself nowadays?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, I’ve got a fair amount of rental property.  So, I chase this rental property and that’s what I do.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you––
MR. HARMAN:
I wanted to settle out of it really.   I’d like to retire.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember you like best about when you lived in Oak Ridge?

MR. HARMAN:
I still consider myself an Oak Ridger.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I understand.   You’re just on the other side of the hill there.

MR. HARMAN:
I’m just on across the river.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.

MR. HARMAN:
And that was more for opportunity than not.   I don’t know.  I always liked Oak Ridge and still do.  I think it’s a beautiful place––beautiful town and I can still get around.   There’s no parking meters, no one-way streets, big government, you know, but the bureaucracy in town has got to be a nightmare for anybody who really wants to do anything.   They were talking about the new red light at the high school.  I believe in the bridge.   I think the bridge is the answer we need because I watch those kids walk across the school there and they have a good argument about the band because they do carry their instruments and all.   But I remember when they added a red light somewhere there in town and I can’t for the life of me remember where, but the city father swore that they would still be able to synchronize all those traffic lights to 35 miles an hour when they put that new light in and I don’t know which light that was.  I don’t know whether it’s the one down at Manhattan Place or where it is.  That was years and years and years ago, but it has always stayed with me, they put those lights synched now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think the city has progressed over the years or are we just stopped in our tracks?   

MR. HARMAN:
Oh, I think it stopped in the tracks.  It’s gotten worse.  You just got more bureaucracy doing––tending to the same size flock and I say, what is this?   You know?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you think that could help Oak Ridge progress?
MR. HARMAN:
They need more hard industry.  They’ve got to replace these plants out here.  To me, that’s the answer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think the––

MR. HARMAN:
And I think getting rid of the codes enforcement, some of those groups, help the city government thrive on that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think the old K-25 might be some of the answer to that?

MR. HARMAN:
Well, you got the K-25 sites.  You have to the Breeder Reactor site sitting over there.  And of course now, they’ve got this new Horizon Center out here where this new company is coming in from Canada.  We’re prime.  Oak Ridge is prime.  We’ve got the prime real estate.  You know, we missed the boat by not getting Cas Walker to put the Interstate down through Oak Ridge back in the day, you know?   

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We’re kind of still a secret city, aren’t we?
MR. HARMAN:
We are.  A lot of resistance over having an airport here, you know?  Ralph Rogers, if I’m not mistaken, years ago, said if you all get an airport down there, I’ll come and look at my quarry.  And he’s never been here to our town because there’s no airport.  A lot of resistance in it, the old school, I don’t know why they’ve been so resistant the value of transportation to a community.  They were going to put the bypass down there around Oliver Springs and run it back in at one time and the people who lived up on the hill there in West Outer and whatnot, raising cane about all the traffic and the ways and this and that.  You know, well, I don’t mind a little traffic noise.  They have forgotten where their roots are from and what’s made.   These men they’re great.  We’ve got to have the transfer.  First four lane road out of town goes to Oliver Springs.  What is this, you know?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We just now finished the last four lane road into the city from all points down on the west end.  Do you––

MR. HARMAN:
And now we’re feet grabbing down there to where nobody wants to use it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   The speed limit down there is a little bit out of whack, I think.  What do you think about the revamp of the, what we used to call the old Downtown area?   Do you think that’s going to help the city in any form or way?  Tell the truth, Bill.

MR. HARMAN:
I’ll tell you my take on it.   The City of Oak Ridge needs to go ahead and condemn and buy that place and turn it into a genuine city center.   We need to have our––all these groups that we have out here, they’re clamoring for new construction buildings.  The seniors need to move in down there.  The school, the administration offices need to move in down there and they’d put us a jail annex down there to keep the trustees that are going to polish the floors and collect the garbage and all that.  They can go ahead and lease out a part of it, whoever needs space.  We’ve got a lot of city organizations.  They are all clamoring for space and as far as I’m concerned, that would be a really good building to put all that space in and their seniors can go back to walking the mall just like they did a few years ago and left.  You might even get a food court coming back in to service all these people in the organizations.  But I think the city needs to drive down and forget about building all these buildings.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s been my pleasure to interview you and I certainly like the comments you’ve made about the city, has progressed or not progressed and what you think and hopefully in the future some of those things will come true because we certainly need to do something to promote the city and I thank you for taking this time today and sharing your thoughts and history about Oak Ridge.

MR. HARMAN:
You’re more than welcome.  

[End of Interview]
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