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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 15, 2016. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Mr. Tom Goodpasture. Tom, thank you for taking time to talk with us. Always like to start at the beginning, so why don't you tell where you were born and raised, something about your family?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, I was born in Akron, Ohio. My parents were from Clay County, Tennessee. They moved, separately to Akron to get work. They knew each other because they had a brother and sister that were married to each other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, they were, their brother and sister were married to each other.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. They got married up there after a while, and I was born there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, about what year, time frame was this when they were in Akron?

MR. GOODPASTURE: They went up there in about 1930. I was born in 1933.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. So, right after the Depression, or right during the Depression.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, during the Depression.

MR. MCDANIEL: During the Depression. They probably had to go to Akron to find work, didn't they?

MR. GOODPASTURE: That's what it was. In fact, several of my aunts and uncles went up there and, at one time, about half of our family lived in that area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? What kind of work was there in Akron?
MR. GOODPASTURE: They worked for Goodyear.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: In fact, my dad worked for Goodyear for 20 years. When I was three-years-old, we moved out towards Youngstown, on a farm, a dairy farm. And my dad hired hands to help him on the farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: But he was still working for Goodyear?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, driving 32 miles in to Goodyear every day. We lived there for eight years. The latter part of that was during the war. They couldn't get help on the farm, so we moved back to Akron. I was 11 when we left the farm. At 10-years-old, I was about as much as some of the men.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Driving a tractor. My dad and I cutting wheat for us and the neighbors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we moved back to Akron and lived there for three years 'til the end of the war and after.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And in '47, we came back down to Celina, well, they came back. I had only been there on visits.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, Celina, that was Clay County? 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Clay County.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was in Ohio?
MR. GOODPASTURE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that was in ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Clay County, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Clay County, Tennessee. Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And we lived in Celina, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is that in middle Tennessee?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: It's, it's north of Cookeville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right, ok, sure.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Up on the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Plateau?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... Kentucky line.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Kentucky line. Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. In fact, Dale Hollow Lake is in the northern part of Clay County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And most of my ancestors and my wife's ancestors lived on land covered by Dale Hollow Lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: And, in fact, I remember visiting my grandparents where the waters covers now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... at Willow Grove.

MR. MCDANIEL: When did they... when did they create the lake? Didn't they create the lake?

MR. GOODPASTURE: About, let's see, it would have been, well, let me see, August ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Surely that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: I'm trying to put that framework in there as to, ‘40, it's about '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: About '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: In that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That area, right. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they put a dam up? Is that what it was?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that was when TVA was really ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: They dammed up most of the Obed River.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. And that's when TVA, about that time, TVA was really getting going putting dams in.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, on the Cumberland River basin, it was the Corps of Engineers that built the dams.

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway, y'all came back, you came back to Celina, you were about 14.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did your dad do for work when he came back?
MR. GOODPASTURE: He, he bought a grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: In fact, he ran that grocery store 'til he retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, of course, I worked in the grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: I was about to say, I bet you spent your high school years bagging groceries.

MR. GOODPASTURE: That's exactly right (laughs) ... And running around on Dale Hollow.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: When I was in Akron, a couple of years before I left there, I joined the Boy Scouts. Then, when we moved to Celina, they were just forming a Boy Scout troop, and I joined that and was in that 'til I was 18. 

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet you were an Eagle Scout, weren't you?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, that's part of a story. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's hear that story.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, they just had one or two men as scout leaders and they had a committee on, on paper ...(laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... which didn't do much. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I advanced to the Second Class before any of the other boys did and had got all my requirements for First Class done, but it never did have a Board of Review that made that legal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I didn't make First Class ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... because of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: I'll tell you about that a little later ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... what effect that had on me. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, sure, sure, sure, absolutely.

MR. GOODPASTURE: But anyway, I went to Tennessee Tech for a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year did you graduate high school?
MR. GOODPASTURE: In '51.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, '51, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And my wife went to Tech the next year. She was a year behind me. In my second year, we decided to get married. I was 19 and she was 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.

MR. GOODPASTURE: (laughs) So, we got married and we didn't tell anybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah. But it came out in the paper. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Marriage licenses, right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: That we'd gotten the marriage license in Livingston.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, gosh.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Ok. But, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what did your ... ?

MR. GOODPASTURE: We finished out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What did the parents say about that?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, well, you can imagine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I imagine.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... what they had to say about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that, that was common back then for young people that age to get married.

MR. GOODPASTURE: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, it's not so common any more ...
 MR. GOODPASTURE: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, but back then ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Because a number of my friends now were, did the same thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure, exactly ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: And they got married about the same time.

MR. MCDANIEL: I got married when I was a month shy of my 35th birthday. (laughter) So, I may have waited too long, but I did, so ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Our parents helped us finish out that year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I had three cousins that worked in Oak Ridge. The two girls, during the war. The oldest son was in the Army, and when he got out of the Army, he came and got a job here. When I was in middle school, living in Akron, science was my favorite subject. Of course, Oak Ridge was, at least to me, known as the most scientific place anywhere around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, that's where I wanted to work. My cousin helped me get an interview. I got an interview and they said it'd be three months before I got my clearance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I went to Akron and, my wife and I did, and we lived with my aunt. I got a job with General Tire in the research lab and that was just until I got my clearance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: The thing about it is, that that was for a barrier operator, and then they had downsizing and they cut that out. So, they stopped my clearance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, my cousin ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was what, in ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... kept calling back to the employment office and asking them if there's a job available. Well, finally, they said, “Well, we'll just clear him and when a job comes open, then he'll be ready.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, they started my clearance over again. Well, they came and asked the same people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Same questions, of course.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the same questions, including my employers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: (laughs) So they knew that I wasn't planning on staying around up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So I didn't get a raise during that time. (laughter) But anyway, one Thursday afternoon, they, I got a call from, my wife who said they had called about [the job], and to come in the next morning. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: I caught the first bus out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... heading toward Oak Ridge. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that?
MR. GOODPASTURE: That was in '54.

MR. MCDANIEL: '54, ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. And the day I got here was on my 21st birthday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really, is that right?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, by that time, back in November, Steve was born.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Your son, Steve.

MR. GOODPASTURE: So, my wife was left up there with Steve and it came a big snow. So, that was the, the last of February.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And it was in April before (laughs) they could get down here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure .. So when you came down, did they hire you?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yeah. Well, there's a story about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, well, I want to hear, I want to hear that story.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, I went in and said, "Now, I have a job in Akron and I've got to get back to that job, if you're not going to hire me." And they said, "All you have to do is pass these tests." Well, I took two or three tests and they came back and said -- it was for a machine operator -- and they said, “You made too good on the tests.” (laughter) And I said, that doesn't make any sense.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: They said, “Well, you wouldn't be satisfied with this job, so we can't hire you.” I told them again about ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... about my job in Akron and one of them said to the other, said, "Isn't there something we can find for him?" So they gave me, they put me on in a salary job. It was doing was keeping records in the machine shop in 9212.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, at Y-12.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, at Y-12. During that first year, I went down to the employment and told them, I'd like to be in the lab, which was right next to 9212 where I was working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: They said, "Well when we get an opening, we'll let you know." Well, I actually went over to the lab and saw an important-looking man at the water fountain ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... I said, "I'd like to have a job," and he said, "We just hired somebody." (laughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: But, two weeks later, they called me and said, "Come over for an interview."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I went over to work at the lab and I worked ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you'd been ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... in that, and that was in the analytical lab.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, and you'd been in the machine shop doing records for about a year, right?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes ... Keeping records and having, I was, my job was getting the, the parts moved. I would tell the material handlers were to move the parts and keep up with the records of each individual part.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And send ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was, that was during a time when the machine shop, I mean, they were machining. I mean, they were doing lots of work, weren't they?

MR. GOODPASTURE: The first time I went in to that machine shop, and I saw those big parts, and they told me that was uranium, it blew my mind. (laughter) I had no idea.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Of course, that was depleted uranium ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course, of course.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that they used in the weapons at that time. While I was working in the shop, I saw these huge parts where they were also disassembling weapons ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... because they were getting old and they were deteriorating, so they were taking them apart and then reusing the material out of them, remolding it.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's, that would be an unusual machine shop. You don't normally do something like that.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Most definitely. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: But it was unique to Y-12 because that's what they did is ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... refurbished the weapons materials. Everybody knows that. It's no secret, you know, so ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, might be classified how it was done, but we know they do it, so and did it for years and years and years and years ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: And are still doing it, I think. So ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: That's right. In the, and then, I started, after I didn't hear, didn't hear in, well, it was in '56, that was when Jim was born.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And Jody had been born about 18 months before then ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So you had three. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: In between, yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: You had three boys.
MR. GOODPASTURE: No. Jody is a girl. There's less than three years between Jim and Steve ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure, exactly ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and Jody was in there in the middle. I started going to UT, I asked them to put me on evening shift full time so that I could go over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this is when you were in the, working in the lab.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you could go and finish your degree.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: It took me a little over six years to do that, part time.

MR. MCDANIEL: But they probably encouraged that, didn't they? Or did they not?
MR. GOODPASTURE: (laughs) When I asked my supervisor about that, he said, "I wanted to go and they wouldn't let me." (laughter) But I didn't stop there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: I kept asking and going up higher, and they said, "Well, yeah, we'll let you go on." There was a younger fellow, that was about a year younger than I was that'd gone to school at Clinton. So, he wanted to do that, and he wanted to go evenings. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we, he worked in the mornings and I worked in the evenings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well, that worked out.

MR. GOODPASTURE: It did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And he finished up and became a doctor, and he's out in west Tennessee somewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: So do you remember when ... So, you got to the machine shop, you got into the lab, do you remember any of those people were who hired you or supervised you or anything like that?

MR. GOODPASTURE: (laughs) Well, one, one person that was, that was my division superintendent was Ken Bernander.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And he was one of the best. He supported me very well. After I got through, I was promoted to chemist from ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, just, you were just a lab assistant before, weren't you?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Right. A lab analyst.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, Ken's, Ken wasn't, is not that much older than you.

MR. GOODPASTURE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, I mean, you know, he was ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... fairly close to your age. He's a little older.

MR. GOODPASTURE: He was one of the best managers you can imagine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And he did support me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Very well. So I got ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you got, so you got your bachelor's degree.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you became, got promoted to chemist.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Actually, in the job, in the area which I was working with, I became pretty well known in that and was invited to give presentations on the analytical methods and equipment we were using...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... on those ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Can you tell me what it was you worked on?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, it's a type of, it was taking pictures on glass plates of the spectrum of impurities in various materials used in weapons. What we would do, we would prepare the samples and put them in, in small carbon cups. We would excite them in a DC arc, and the light from that would go into the spectrograph ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and the lines of each element would show up on the plates. The intensity of that line would indicate the amount of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of that element. Oh!
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... of that element And that's the way we analyzed nearly all of metallic elements. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, about 42 different elements. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness. How do they do that now? They probably just run a scanner over it or something and it tells them. (laughs)

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, they still use that technique, but they use different kind of equipment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you take pictures of the, you'd take pictures of the, of the light ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... of the spectrum. 
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: These glass plates were very thin and each about  four to eight inches. You need three of those to get the whole spectrum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, wow.  Is that, was that a technology that you all developed, or something that already existed?
MR. GOODPASTURE: It already existed. It's just that, we had the best equipment -- that was early on -- we had the best equipment in the world, I guess, for it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Jarrell-Ash was the company that made it. They built special large ones ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... to give good, as much definition as possible.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Our instrument mechanics, there in the lab, built an automatic instrument. Up until that time, and even during that time, other people just put them in a little clip, by hand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so this was a large concept thing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that would do it automatically. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: All you had to do was set it up and then would arc 20 samples, and ... Dick Jarrell, of Jarrell-Ash, invited me out to Denver to one of the conferences to give a presentation on that.

MR. MCDANIEL: How old were you when that happened?
MR. GOODPASTURE: (laughs) I was probably in my ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Late 20s?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... 30s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thirties, yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I figured you were a young man because you started kind of young there.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So how long did that work and did you evolve to other types of projects?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. Well, we had, did beryllium analysis ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... where the filters were used to check the air in the machine shop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: They would bring the filters to us to analyze.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had to ... Because beryllium was used in the components that were being machined.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And it was something that could be hazardous.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. It is very hazardous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very hazardous, very hazardous.

MR. GOODPASTURE: In fact, it was so hazardous that some of the people in the lab that never worked in the lab part of it, were just in the records office, actually got berylliosis ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Beryllium ... Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, from being in the same building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Same building ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: That's very unusual.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, we developed new equipment during that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. What else? What else did you do out there at the lab?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, there was a project where they were looking sources of uranium other than what they already knew of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Because, you know, there's uranium in the soil around here, but it's just a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Trace.

MR. GOODPASTURE: In fact, we, well, I'll finish that in a minute. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: What the project was, was to go and get soil samples from all over the country and bring it in. And it was a group from K-25 that was in charge of that, but we were doing the analysis work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And we analyzed that. Analyzing water samples was another thing that we did. But in that situation, of where we make standards, they differ, at different levels of the uranium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: At the PPM level. See, the Chattanooga black shale underlies the plateau and it, it has different levels of uranium. It has more uranium in it than anything else in East Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. Maybe up to 100 ppm [parts per million]. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, when you're traveling down 40, you're going right by ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that Chattanooga black shale ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the other side of Cookeville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and down in the Carthage area. I remember getting different levels of soil, and I got some out of my wife's father's garden and we used that as one of our standards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, there you go.
MR. GOODPASTURE: There were 20 ppm, because in Clay County there are layers of that Chattanooga black shale. And he was in a river bottom and where the river flooded and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Left a lot of that.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... left a lot of that, yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: What I found out, found interesting was that, when that program, program was over and they were disposing of all of the materials, we couldn't just throw that out because it was radioactive. (laughter) Twenty ppm of uranium ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... out of his garden. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what would, what would regular uranium ore be?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, it goes up into the thousands ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Thousands of ppm, right, right. Right, right ... So, really the stuff you were dealing with was really trace elements.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, (laughs) how funny. Couldn't put it back in his garden. So ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: One of the things that happened one time that was interesting was that…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: … they discovered that they didn't have a record of some of the material that went into one of the weapons. Now, keep in mind that our, even though we made the weapons, we never made the triggers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just the parts. Just the ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: Just the rest of the parts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just the rest of it. Yeah, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, they had one all put together, a big, long thing maybe two feet in diameter and they discovered that they, they didn't have records of the impurities in it. I had to find a spectrograph small enough to get down there  where it was stored and put it on a table platform and spark the outside of that thing ..

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... to see if it had iron and copper. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my. Well ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: That was one of a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They couldn't just take it apart and let you look?

MR. GOODPASTURE: No, no, once those things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They're put together.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the way they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Fit together.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... fit together, they have to heat them and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There's only one way to get them apart, right?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, one safe way.
MR. GOODPASTURE: You'd have to deform it with heat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly. So, how long did you work at, how long did you work at the, out there at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Forty-nine years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Forty ... 49 years. My goodness. So, you worked well past regular retirement age, then, didn't you?

MR. GOODPASTURE: I was 70.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you 70?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... Well goodness gracious. And you worked in the lab the whole time?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. We had labs, smaller labs in different places in Y-12 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that was for specialty work ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... but, I was in charge of some of those.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, well, my goodness. Well, let's, let's move back a little bit and talk about your family and your being in Oak Ridge and the various activities you, or Oak Ridge area, and the various activities. When you first, when you first came to Oak Ridge, and got a place to live, where did you live?
MR. GOODPASTURE: We lived on the corner of Pennsylvania and New York Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. One of those E apartments?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, an E2. Actually it's it was on Pacific, the first street off of Pennsylvania...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... down from the New York Avenue, back to back to the one that faced New York Avenue. We lived there eight years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: And then we moved up on West Outer, in a flattop that'd been added to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Ok. 
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long were you there?

MR. GOODPASTURE: We lived up there three years. Then, we moved out to the Batley area, down on the Oliver Springs side of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And we lived there for three years before we moved out on Dutch Valley Road, about four miles from Oliver Springs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And that was in '69.

MR. MCDANIEL: And been there ever since.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you're in the, still in the area, you're just out in the country a little bit.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, it wasn't ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yeah, we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How long did it take you to drive from, from your house to the lab, I mean, to Y-12.

MR. GOODPASTURE: About 20 minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to say, about 20 minutes. (laughs) Not far. Well, good, good. So, where did your children go to school?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: And tell me about your, tell me your children again. You had, the first one was ... ?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Steve and Jody and Jim.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were they all, all three boys or is Jody a girl?

MR. GOODPASTURE: No, Jody's a girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So Steve and Jody and Jim they were all just a few, couple of years apart from each other.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Less. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Well, as we say in Tennessee, nine months and 10 minutes apart, you know. (laughter) Little longer than that.

MR. GOODPASTURE: This was about 16 months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. My, my youngest sister and I are 14 months apart, 14 months, so, I understand. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, where did they go to school?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, they went to school in, in Oak Ridge until we moved out, when we moved out to the valley, they went to school in Norwood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And my wife started working there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... as a teacher's aide and secretary.

MR. MCDANIEL: And did they go to Oliver Springs, High School? Is that where they went?

MR. GOODPASTURE: No, they went to Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, they went to Clinton. Ok, all right. We won't hold that against them. (laughter) But, I understand you're, now do you have a farm out at Dutch Valley or just ... ?

MR. GOODPASTURE: No, we live at the foot of Walden Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, do you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. Our property goes up the ridge. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MR. GOODPASTURE: We have 13 acres, but it's just wooded.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's just wooded. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, well, I know that you've been really active and involved in the Boy Scouts so why don't you tell me a little bit about your Boy Scout experience and the history in Oak Ridge.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, when the boys got old enough to go to, into Cubs, we started working with them. I was on the committee and my wife was one of the Cub leaders, a Den Mother. And then, when Steve got old enough to go into Scouts, it, there was a troop at Trinity Methodist and he joined the troop there. I became an assistant Scout Master and that was in '65.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And they had a pretty, a good troop, but they changed Scout Masters every year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And that left some things to be desired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah. And Steve had gotten some of his friends to join there, too. Well, it got to where there's a whole patrol of Scouts from, let me back up a minute. When we came to Oak Ridge, we became members of the Highland View Church of Christ, although we lived right down from New York Avenue Church of Christ.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... within walking distance of that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... my cousin went to Highland View.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: We didn't even have a car for several months after we moved, he made sure that we had a way ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: to get to Highland View. And at that time, Highland View was meeting in the high school, at that time. A couple of years later, they built across the street to where they are now. Some of the boys from New York Avenue had become Scouts at Trinity Methodist, too. So, Walker Smith and I each had a boy in that, and we got to thinking that, maybe we ought to start a troop just for those boys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, for those boys.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and expand. And so, we got to asking some of the other fathers and men if they would become a part of it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... there was a lot of interest. And even the Church of Christ in Oliver Springs, there was a family there that, since the boys went to school in Norwood, there were several from there that came, and a few of those came to Trinity Methodist. So, we, we asked about starting a troop and they said, the ones that then were working with the scout district at that time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... set up training sessions for us and we started to get, we got, like, two dozen men through those training sessions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, on March 1 of '69, '67, we chartered ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the troop with 16 boys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and 22 men.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? What was the troop number?

MR. GOODPASTURE: 220.

MR. MCDANIEL: 220, Troop 220.
MR. GOODPASTURE: See, this whole thing started back when I was a Scout.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And that's the reason we had 22 men instead of ... (laughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ...  the situation we had in Celina.

MR. MCDANIEL: You wanted to have enough leadership to be able to do what you wanted these boys to experience, didn't you?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, so ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: That was in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was at Highland View Church of Christ is where ... ?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, no, we didn't meet there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you did not meet there. Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: We met at the Pine Valley School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: One of the men from Oliver Springs was in charge of maintenance of Pine Valley School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... so he got us in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... to using the gym ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... for our meeting place. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, we met there for quite a while and then, after that, we met at met at different schools that had been closed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And then, we ended up in the Armory ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the National Guard Armory, meeting there for quite a few years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Then we ended up meeting at Highland View, when they built a gym on the back of the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of the building.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... what they call a multi-purpose room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: It's almost the size of a gym.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: So we met there the last several years. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how long ... ?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... we just, it just kept expanding. In fact, since we chartered in the first of March, when we went in July, to Buck Toms, to summer camp, we had 28 boys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... go over there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. GOODPASTURE: But at that time, at Buck Toms, there were some things to be desired. We had 28 boys, just a few of them had been in Scouts before.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, when they would go to class, it would be overfilled ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the class, for whatever they were going to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we thought there was a way of doing things better. During that time, the district had a Camporee up on Norris Lake on a place, where there’s a camp run by the council in Lexington, Kentucky.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. At Norris Lake.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... on Norris Lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: A real nice camp. But they had decided that it was too far away, so they just didn't come any more.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: It was up there, all the equipment was there, the dining hall and all that equipment was up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And when we went to the Camporee up there, and saw all that, we thought, this'd be a good place for a summer camp. And a couple of us had already taken Wood Badge, that told us how to do things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... in Scouting, and so, we thought, we might be able to do that. So, we got a-hold of Council up there and asked them if we could use that. We went up there and I think we had about 52 boys.

MR. MCDANIEL: And when was this, about?

MR. GOODPASTURE: That was the second year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so this was '58 or '59?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, it was '58.

MR. MCDANIEL: '58, ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: No.  '68 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, '68, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... '68.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, it worked out so well, we went the next year ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... up there. And then, they closed, moved the stuff and then, they didn't want us coming up there -- actually, they sold it, some of the property to a man up there in LaFollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And he was using part of it for something else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, that's the way we got started. During that time, we, within two years, we started an Explorer Post for the boys that were getting older.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, which is, which is when you get past Boy Scout age.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: You can be an Explorer, right?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Right. And see, they can stay in 'til 21.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, that's from 18 to 21, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: During that time, now this is within a year and a half of us starting the troop, we thought we needed some canoes. I had heard about an Explorer advisor, an Explorer Post up in Greeneville that was making their own kayaks. So, I got a-hold of that advisor up there, and went up there and had him show me what they were doing. They had made a mold out of fiberglass that was sort of torpedo shaped, and they'd mold two of those, and then stick them together. I had built a boat out of fiberglass, but it started with wood, thin-ply wood and then covered the whole thing with fiberglass.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, I knew something about fiberglass, but it was only by putting it on something else, not molding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MR. GOODPASTURE: So, but that gave me enough information that we bought a drum of resin and a roll of matting and, and cloth, and ... cloth. This would make the molds and six canoes, we found. So, what we did, we found a guy that had bought a brand new, Grummond canoe. He wasn't going to use it until a holiday coming up a few months later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And we asked him if we could use that to make the molds. And, since a Grummond canoe comes around like this, and on each end, we had to make it in two, two pieces ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that would come apart. Well, to begin with, we weren't sure that if we put that on there, that we'd ever get it off. (laughs) But we put a mold release on it and it worked out great.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. And six of us on the troop committee and leaders ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... put in, bought the materail and each one of us made a canoe. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: We all worked together, but we made each of us a canoe.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm going to pause right there for a real quick second. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Ok.
[Break in Audio]
MR. MCDANIEL: So, when we left, y'all had built these canoes.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Out of fiberglass, fiberglass canoes.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: So each of the leaders had a canoe. ‘Course, we used those ... But what we did to get the Troop canoes, after that, we would let six people make their canoes out of that mold.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MR. GOODPASTURE: And what they would do, they would come in and learn how, from the last canoe that was made ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... they would learn how to make one. And so, they would make their canoe.

MR. MCDANIEL: They'd make their canoe.

MR. GOODPASTURE: They'd make six, and that would leave enough for us to make two, for the Troop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we ended up making about 10 of those that way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how big, how many people could each canoe hold?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Normally, we would use two people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... but three people could.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: An interesting thing about the mold, it's that we had to ask that fellow that owned that Grummond if he'd wait one more week, because we hadn't got it completed. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my!
MR. GOODPASTURE: And he agreed to wait one more week. Well, so, he went up on the Obed, and put it in and wrapped it around a rock and ruined it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh, my goodness. I'm glad you had, you'd gotten everything you needed off of it. (laughter)

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. And there were other troops that used the process to make canoes after we quit using the mold.
MR. MCDANIEL: Quit doing it?
MR. GOODPASTURE: It was estimated that close to 100 canoes were made out of that mold.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: You used to be able to go around almost any stream around here, and see one. Bull Run was the last one that I saw one on. See, you could tell one since it looked like a Grummond canoe but was obviously fiberglass, because they made it whatever color they wanted ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... but you could tell that it was fiberglass ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and it was a Grummond shape.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure, exactly, so, you could tell those just by looking at it.

MR. GOODPASTURE: You'd see those out on banks where people lived on the river bank ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... or stream bank, all over this part of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. Now, how long were you with that Boy Scout Troop?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Forty-two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you were a leader, a Scout leader or the Scout Master.

MR. GOODPASTURE: I was, I started out being the Scout Master, and when Steve's sons -- he has two sons -- when they were old enough to be Scouts, he became the Scout Master for six years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. Then, I took it back over and stayed in until '09. By that time, I was not being able to, well, I felt like that I couldn't put as much in it as I had in the past and we kept it at such a high level. It was one of the best Troops in the District, without question.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, does the, is the Troop still active?
MR. GOODPASTURE: No, I retired it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... in '09, and then, I went to Troop 224, and became an Assistant Scout Master ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and still, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Still there.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the last seven years, I've been there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you've been Scouting 70 years, haven't you?
MR. GOODPASTURE: No, 51 years, as a leader.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, but you Scouted when you were a young lad, a little bit.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, not counting  my, my ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: But you've been a Scout leader for 51 years.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. Tell me, how many boys, you know, how many boys went through 220?

MR. GOODPASTURE: I forget. I mean, I have the records, but the way the records show it. I haven't gone back and do it, because each year, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You have a list of each year, but some are the same boy from year, to year, to year.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, and I haven't put them all together. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably thousands.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely thousands.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes, at one time we had, there was almost 70 boys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... at one time, we had eight patrols. And we had some real adventures.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.

MR. GOODPASTURE: One of the biggest adventures happened in one year. I'll tell you some of the things that we would do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: We did scheduled, usually a cave, during some winter months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: About every year. And we went into most the caves that were open to the public, which, at that time, was a lot more than there are now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And we went into all of those in East Tennessee. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Then, we started going to Dale Hollow for our summer camp.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: We'd go to Buck Toms one year and Dale Hollow another, like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Where we went down there was the largest island in the largest part of Dale Hollow. We could do all of our water craft, I mean, water sports merit badges, and all the outdoor merit badges ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... on that island. We knew so many people down there. We could call on people for things to add to the program.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and they were good to us at the boat dock that we used at Willow Grove. Then was another thing that we would do. Every once in a while, we would go down to Okefenokee during spring break ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... when it's good weather down there, you know, most of the time. The last time we went down there, we not only toured there in Okefenokee, we went over the sill and down the river, and then took sections down the Suwannee River, sections of it for five days, and came out in the Gulf.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow, what an experience.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What an experience.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Then, there were, for about four, at least four times, that I can remember, we went down to Natchez, Mississippi and bicycled the Natchez Trace back to Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a long way. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: How many miles would that be?
MR. GOODPASTURE: I don't know how many. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: A lot.
MR. GOODPASTURE: We would stop at ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it's all uphill. (laughter)

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah. (laughs) The advantage to us starting down there was, it was flat as it could be ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and it'd get us in shape. In fact, there was one boy that was 11-years-old, came and wanted to join the troop, because his buddy had told him about us going on the Natchez Trace and he wanted to go with us. And I never had seen him before. His dad told me that he thought he could make it, and he did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.

MR. GOODPASTURE: That was a surprise to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: But that was, that was one of the good ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let me, let me ask you a question: What, I know you're still involved in Boy Scouts, a lot of kids aren't anymore, not like they used to be. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What is, you know, give me your pitch. Give me your pitch for why a young man should be a Boy Scout.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, get them out of the house, for one thing. And get them away from this (Iphone)... (laughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: No, I had a boy last night, we were having a Board of Review, and one of the adults in that Board asked him what he would change, one of the things he'd change, if he could, about the troop. And he, that's what he said. That he thought they should be able to take their (Iphones)... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... with them on the trips. 'And, because that's one of the rules they can't do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, that has caused, well, Scouting gets them away from that, for a little while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: But it mainly gets them into the outdoors and doing, learning skills that they wouldn't learn otherwise.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: That, and of course, learning and living up to the Scout Oath and the Law ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... is just, it is reiterated over and over again in all those different ways.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Another emphasis, a big emphasis in Scouting, is to train leaders, to train them to be leaders. In fact, that's part of the requirements of them being a leader and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet a lot of young men in Oak Ridge have gone through Boy Scouts, haven't they?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Over the years, over the years.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: And I'm sure you've had some good leadership over the years, as well, men and, you know.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yes, we've had excellent leaders, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you've probably had people that were, like, from the plant, that were scientists, that could bring something to ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, bring their unique knowledge to ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... and the boys be exposed to ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... about certain things, so ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: Oh, I forgot, I wanted to tell you about one, one year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: '88. We decided we wanted to go on a canoe trip in Canada, but we didn't want to miss summer camp because, at summer camp, it was all the skills that we, that's the time we spent on passing requirements ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... for special skills. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we thought, well, we'll have summer camp during spring break. But we wanted the water sports, so tried to figure out how far south we would have to go to do the water sports, as well as the other things. We ended up going down to Fort Pierce Island in Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: We found that there's a recreation area, they call it down there, it's more like a state park, at that time. In fact, the head ranger was a Scout Master.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, when I got a-hold of him, he said, “Come on down.” (laughter) We went down there and spent a week. Had the ocean on the front and the inlet ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The inlet on the back.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... came around behind our camp ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and it was big enough, we had a small sail boat that we used in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, we'd swim in the inlet, and then we'd swim in the ocean.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So we had real good experience down there. Then, so, in July, or last of June, we headed north, up through Montreal. On our way up there, we stopped at Gettysburg and toured Gettysburg on the day of the, it must have been the 75th anniversary, and they were having big, a big celebration ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... up there, or a big commemoration, I mean, up there that day. But by the time we left here and got there, it was getting late in the day so most people had left. Then, we spent the night that night and went on up that next night to Lake Champlain, camped there. Then, went on up to Montreal and picked up, we'd made arrangements to rent canoes and a trailer. We went 200 miles northwest of Montreal, to what they call Reserve Faunique and what it was is all these streams up there that came in to a huge lake, and around the lake they had campsites ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... real developed campsite ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... that was Number One and Number Two. It was a little less developed. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Number Three was, barely had campsites ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and Number Four ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was for Boy Scouts. (laughter)

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... was barely started. Then, there weren't even portage trails ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: ... up there. No campsites, and, as we came down the way the terrain was made, I mean, the way the river was, it'd be a lake-like water, and then rapids and, most of which we had to portage around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: I was looking at my notes this morning on that trip, it said that, now this was the last of June, the last day of June, and it said that it snowed and sleeted and the sun shined.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that ... ? What a, well, what an experience these young men from Oak Ridge had being in, a member of your troop. I mean, it was, you know, lots of Boy Scout troops, young men in East Tennessee, they would never have an experience like that. So ...

MR. GOODPASTURE: No, that's true.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so thank you for doing that for so many years. We probably need to wrap things up. Is there anything else you want to talk about or tell me about?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Well, I told you that we had started an Explorer Post ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... for the older boys. Well, in '75, I wanted to start a Cub Pack. And, I had asked Ray Smith earlier to be Cub Master, and he put me off 'til his son ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... was old enough to become a Cub ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... in '75. So, we started the Cub Pack and I had been a Cub Master when we moved down near Oliver Springs. I became a Cub Master down there, as well as being Scout Master in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: But the experience that we had, at that time, in Scouting is that the Den Mothers most of them, didn't give the boys what we felt like they needed ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... in activities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. GOODPASTURE: And, besides that, there were a lot of single mothers, I mean, mothers whose had been divorced ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: ...and were bringing their sons to Cubs.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they need some father, father-figure types, didn't they?

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Those young men. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: And so, we decided that we would have all male den leaders, and that worked out fine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well, good.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, because we didn't have any trouble getting Cubs coming to us because, like I said, many mothers that had boys that didn't have fathers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... with them all the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... the mothers wanted that male contact.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that started in '75.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. GOODPASTURE: And Ray Smith was the Cub Master for 16 years and then, Steve became the Cub Master after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, after that.

MR. GOODPASTURE: They would register one woman (laughter) and she was the one that kept up with the records.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GOODPASTURE: And that worked out real good. (laughter) Oh, people, you couldn't get away with that today. 

MR. MCDANIEL: No, no ... You couldn't get away with that today.
MR. GOODPASTURE: Yeah, there's other things that ... I don't know when we gave up on it, but the reason we gave up on it was because of all the restrictions that got put on us that Cubs weren't allowed to do ... Risk Management, it’s called.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MR. GOODPASTURE: Like ...

MR. MCDANIEL: At that young age ...
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... they'd take them caving and canoeing and things that scouts do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... and now, that's against the rules for Cubs now.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. GOODPASTURE: So, what they had, what the leaders had to do is say, this is not a scout outing, this is a family outing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. GOODPASTURE: When half of their outing became those kinds ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GOODPASTURE: ... we thought it was time to give up on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Tom, thank you so much for sharing your stories, sharing your life, your work and especially about scouts and thank you for your, thank you for your commitment to our young men of Oak Ridge over the years.

MR. GOODPASTURE: Thank you.
[End of Interview]

[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mr. Goodpasture’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.] 
49

