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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is February 1st, 2012 and I am at the home of Mr.--
MR. GIPSON: Larry Gipson.
MR. MCDANIEL: Larry Gipson. G-I-P-S-O-N. Mr. Gipson, thank you for taking the time to talk to us. 
MR. GIPSON: My honor.
MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start out at the very beginning. Why don't you tell me, tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family and something about growing up.
MR. GIPSON: I was born in Lexington, Mississippi in 1940. I moved to Oak Ridge in 1949.
MR. MCDANIEL: What was Lexington, where was it located and what was it like?
MR. GIPSON: Like I said I was born in 1940, Lexington, Mississippi is a nice little town. It was in the south and all the southern rules was in effect. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And where was Lexington?
MR. GIPSON: Lexington is eighty miles to ninety miles from Jackson, Mississippi in Holmes County. 
MR. MCDANIEL: How big was Lexington?
MR. GIPSON: As I recall it was a fairly good size. My grandmother owned her own farm, which was about twelve, fifteen miles out from the city. I was almost nine years old. She would always, I recall, instill me with they do's and they don'ts’. What you had to do to survive. You did not look at the people, the whites of their eye. You walking down the sidewalk, in their Lexington, in the city when you were shopping what have you, you walk out off the sidewalk and all the things that a young black person, and old also, but in my perspective being eight, six, seven, eight years old. I knew what I had to do. My mother told me what to do.
MR. MCDANIEL: But you probably didn't understand it at the time did you?
MR. GIPSON: Oh I didn't understand it but it was, it was routine. It was something everybody did, old and young. It was the older person and maybe they were walking in front of you, and they would deviate from their normal path, moving on the street, and what have you. It was something that you had to do.
MR. MCDANIEL: Obviously Mississippi has a very large population of blacks. And I'm sure they did then as well, so did Lexington have a large black population?
MR. GIPSON: Oh yes, it was a very large black. In fact back then in the ‘40's just about, majority of the people as I recall, they only owned farms.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: A lot of them were sharecroppers but majority of them owned they own farm. Like I said my grandmother, Ms. White, she had one of the largest farms in Lexington, Mississippi.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now what did she raise?
MR. GIPSON: Oh, she just did, I remember having sugar cane, because I was still young and was trying to help one of my uncles cut some sugar cane one time. And the knife, as I recall was very, very sharp and I made the wrong stroke and almost cut my left thumb. Made a good cut on it. In fact there is a good scar on it. And then she would have corn and typical stuff that people raised for their livestock. And I remember one thing, she always raised peanuts. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh sure.
MR. GIPSON: And then I remember a good experience being was going with my uncle; we made our own corn meal. So we would take the corn we had raised in the field and then was a place, I would say probably, it was -- not within walking distance, but I would say within two or three miles from my grandmother farm. We would take the corn and they would grind it and make meal out of it.
MR. MCDANIEL: And they probably, and you may not remember this, but many of those places would, instead of taking a payment, they would take a portion of the meal. And then they would sell it. 
MR. GIPSON: And then I remember portion the meal and we also raised cotton. And I was too young to do that, and we were doing cotton for ourselves and not for someone else. But I remember one time I went to the mill. I think that’s what they called it when the cotton is on the wagon and they bring it in and suck it up into the thing. I remember my uncle and my grandmother telling me that, yes, they would take some of the seeds and for part of the payment.
MR. MCDANIEL: --for part of the payment right.
MR. GIPSON: And what really sticks out in mind to the day, and back then you know there was safety rules that we have now that you could not operate back then, we had to go out on the same rules. But I remember on this particular day, the pipes got stuck with cotton or whatever. I think it was stuck with cotton because that’s what it was sucking up. And I remember was the only small person, kid in sight and my uncle had asked him probably about lifting me up in the opening thing. So I went up in the tube there and clearly I remember crawling in there and how many feet it was I had to go X feet to unclog the thing. Sure enough, it was unclogged. Now a days, you know there ain't no dang way I'm not going to do that. But I do remember doing that, but like I said I may have been claustrophobic, but back then, I was probably was six, five, six, seven years old. You know kids they was big fun.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You were either too scared to say no, or not scared of anything probably. So that was your raising. You said you were raised by your grandmother, now was your mother and father there?
MR. GIPSON: No, my mother and father got a divorce when I was, I guess I was two years old. And my mother went to Memphis, Tennessee, and later remarried. I don't remember the time frame from the divorce to the marriage, but she did remarry. And she started a family there in Lexington with my stepfather. And I have two sisters and a brother from that marriage. And then my father, when he left, he went to Chicago, Illinois, and remarried, so I have brothers and sister--
MR. MCDANIEL: So they left you with your grandmother? And was that your mother's mother?
MR. GIPSON: That was my mother's mother.
MR. MCDANIEL: Mother's mother. Now, you said you stayed there until '49, from '40 to '49 is that correct. 
MR. GIPSON: I came to Oak Ridge in early '49 because I started school in '49.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, tell me how did you end up going to Oak Ridge?
MR. GIPSON: One of my mother's sisters was living here in Oak Ridge. Working here and my uncle, that was in '49 as I recall, that's when they opened the city up.
MR. MCDANIEL: It is.
MR. GIPSON: And my aunt and uncle came down and got my sister and I, and we came to Oak Ridge in '49, and I start at Scarboro High School in the fall of '49.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you go to school in Mississippi?
MR. GIPSON: Yeah, I went to a little one-room school. I think the school was named Rock Pope and it was about, within walking distance of my grandmothers farm. It wasn't a short walk, but you know back then, walking is depending on how you in your country you know, three-mile walk is a short mile walk. But we walk to school but it was a one-room school. Potbelly stove and the whole nine yards. Rock Pope, it was a church.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: A church school. Where they had service at and then had school there. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And so you came, you and your sister came in '49 to Oak Ridge.
MR. GIPSON: My sister was about two years older than me.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was she? Okay, you came in '49 with your uncle and your aunt to Oak Ridge. They were already working--
MR. GIPSON: They was already here.
MR. MCDANIEL: What were they doing, what were their jobs?
MR. GIPSON: My uncle worked for, I can't, I'm not sure. It was called AEC back then--
MR. MCDANIEL: It was.
MR. GIPSON: But he worked when they had the hutments down by where the Kroger (is). You have where the women was separate than the men and they had a rec. hall down there. Because I remember him taking me down there a couple times. Anyway, he worked there at the rec. thing, for the AEC. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MR. GIPSON: And then later on, this was later once they built the Scarboro Community in I think it was '51, '52 when the houses hit, the community was open up. He then worked in the apartments that’s still exist down by Mount Zion Church.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: While he was working there.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now where you living? Where were they living when they first brought you here?
MR. GIPSON: When I first moved here, they were living on Houston Avenue. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Houston, where is Houston?
MR. GIPSON: It's in the Scarboro--
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s right in the Scarboro--
MR. GIPSON: Down the street to the right of Spurgeon Chapel.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's right
MR. GIPSON: Spurgeon Chapel on Houston. That’s where we lived until they built the existing house core here in the Community.  Of course, everybody lived, all Blacks lived in the Scarboro Community.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, I want to get to that in just a minute. Now, what did your aunt do? Did she work?
MR. GIPSON: My aunt did domestic work.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did she? She worked for a family?
MR. GIPSON: Different families. She maybe had one particular family she worked for--
MR. MCDANIEL: --regularly.
MR. GIPSON: Right, now I don't recall the, the family name.
MR. MCDANIEL: So let’s talk a little bit about when you--
MR. GIPSON: My uncle also worked at the, at the Guest House.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: Yeah and he worked up there also.
MR. MCDANIEL: Then, so when you came in, in '49, you were used to the southern culture in Mississippi. What was it like, what was it like for Blacks in Oak Ridge when you came here. You’re old enough, I mean at that point, you were old enough to really remember.
MR. GIPSON: I guess in a way, as I recall, there was no big shock to me. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GIPSON: And coming to Oak Ridge, it was a completely segregated environment setting, so it was basically the same.
MR. MCDANIEL: It was basically the same.
MR. GIPSON: It was the same. You could not go to the swimming pools. You could not go to the black and white bathrooms. So and what I'm trying to say, to me is there was no big difference.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. GIPSON: It was basically all black thing, people was all confined. All Blacks in this one community.
MR. MCDANIEL: And that's what I was going to ask you about. Even then Scarboro was the Black Community. I mean it was built wasn't it as the Black Community for Oak Ridge.
MR. GIPSON: But see prior to Scarboro, Blacks lived in different, where the Garden Plaza, Double Tree Hotel is now, Blacks lived up in that little town.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: Wolf Valley Road and all up in there. They also lived, like I said, down by, lived on Houston, then they had the hutments down by, like I said, down by where Kroger’s is now.
MR. MCDANIEL: And that was the hutments that the women lived in, is that correct?
MR. GIPSON: The women and men.
MR. MCDANIEL: Women and men.
MR. GIPSON:  Most people was not married, but the way I recalled it, no man is was in, they was adjacent to each other. But they could not live together.
MR. MCDANIEL: Even if they were married, they could not live together.
MR. GIPSON: I remember that quite clearly. My aunt and uncle raised me, was married, we lived on Houston, but on the time that I came here, that was Blacks that was living up on where Double Tree Hotel is now. It was on when they built, completed these houses in '51, '52. I may be off by a year, but I think I'm pretty close to it. That’s when then all the Blacks, ‘cause they closed, tore down the housing. Houston stayed open because there was houses already there and they didn't build any government housing on Houston Avenue, but they built them all on the other streets that are here now.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, when folks moved from where the Double Tree is to Scarboro. Was that, do you know, when they came in and told them we are going to tear these buildings down, you’re going to have to find someplace else to live, did they tell them that you need to move over there or did people just take it upon themselves to move to the Scarboro Community?
MR. GIPSON: Like I said, at this time now I'm eleven years old, but as it’s been told me by my aunt and other people, there was no choice.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: This is where, these are the houses that's been built. Now I've gone back and read some of the newspaper articles ‘cause there was some big articles in the paper about Blacks living here because it exposed some issue about where they was going to build the Scarboro Community. East Village was one time a possible site for the houses. And I've been told, true or not, I don't know, that they chose Scarboro because of the proximity to the plant.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: This was the early '50's and you went to Scarboro High School right?
MR. GIPSON: Grade, kindergarten through twelfth grade.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it?
MR. GIPSON:  Kindergarten through twelfth grade all them in two wings. There was two buildings, the gym stayed in the center and the cafeteria was detached off to the side.
MR. MCDANIEL: How many students were there? Do you remember?
MR. GIPSON: I do not recall, but it was big families. Just about everybody, I knew to have families that was eight to twelve kids.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was that right?
MR. GIPSON: In two-bedroom house ‘cause all the duplexes in the Community, was only two bedrooms. They built the same thing, similar one over in Woodland, with some of the Woodland houses that built on the same, similar time frame as the ones in Scarboro, they have three bedrooms.
MR. MCDANIEL: So, what was life like for you in the '50's in Oak Ridge? You know growing up from eleven to finishing high school. Let’s talk a little about that.
MR. GIPSON: Growing up in Oak Ridge like anything prior -- prior to integration '54, '55. It was fantastic. Scarboro was a super, still is, but much more so then ‘cause you had teachers that lived in the Community here and I would say a majority, half of the people worked- worked at the plant, worked as a construction, etc.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, so it was a great community.
MR. GIPSON: It was a fantastic community. Kids everyplace. Of all children that went to Scarboro School, kindergarten through twelfth grade lived in the same two hundred, I think it was two hundred and twenty five house core in the Community.
MR. MCDANIEL: This was kind of like your universe.
MR. GIPSON: It was the universe.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you venture out? I'm sure you went places in Oak Ridge, but was it common, and what was it like to do that at that time?
MR. GIPSON: You went places but it was, it was very interesting. Today, Don Bayer in The Oak Ridger, Don, I don't know personally, but I've met him, and he has written several articles about growing up in Oak Ridge, etc. And today, he had one very interesting about Jackson Square. And it was from his prospective and about three other people, different time frame. I think there was one in '49 someone else in the '60's and another student in the '70's giving their perspective growing up in Oak Ridge, in the Jackson, not just in Oak Ridge, it was really concentrated on Jackson Square. But Oak Ridge is part of the growing up thing. But what I'm leading to is it was interesting to read his comments, and the other people’s comments about Jackson Square. Yes, we went to Jackson Square. Blacks went to Jackson Square ‘cause grocery shopping core. There was several grocery stores there, etc. but some of the things he cited like soda fountains and some of the other things. Yeah, it was there for the whites, but not for me, not for the Black. So, his fantastic experience and those student’s fantastic experiences of growing up with Jackson Square, and the things that it offered, was completely different from what I encountered. I remember on the corner there that was where, I believe it was Paul, the guy who did the Music Man would sit right on the corner, I remember clearly. And he had a doughnut place right, had some of the best doughnuts in town. I really remember all that stuff, but I did not interface, and they did not enact with me. So, yes, this was our core. We'd go-
MR. MCDANIEL: You'd go shop and do what you need to do.
MR. GIPSON: Basically my mother, I mean my aunt would go shopping and I'd go along with them. But back then, for whatever reason, I don't know why, it may have been because of what the grocery store we had here in Oak Ridge here. She would go to Knoxville, Cas Walker on Western Avenue and shop. ‘Cause I always used to love going with her. Right now, looking back at them, saying to myself, twenty miles I guess from here to Cas Walker, one would drive forty miles to get groceries. But you know, they had from that Cas Walker Sign of the Shears, he probably had things that had gotten accustomed to eating, and my uncle would drive over there and shop at Cas Walker on Western Avenue. You know, it was a little hot dog stand, Coney foot long stand, we would always be able to get one or two foot longs, etc. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: But I do not recall the whole thing, but there had to be something--
MR. MCDANIEL: There was a reason.
MR. GIPSON: To drive, but I knew gas was cheap back then, but still, it was 20 cents a gallon back then, but you were only making a dollar an hour. That’s the same as if you were making 20 dollars, 5 dollars an hour now and paying 5 dollars gas. It's all relative to how you look at it. But you know, I remember them doing that.
MR. MCDANIEL: You know some people that I've talked to, Whites, they would say back in that time, I mean you know, they would just take off and go. And they would go and roam the city and their parents wouldn't worry about them. And this was mostly before the gates where open, but even in the '50's. Was that, was that your experience or where you kind of limited to this community? I mean, did you adventure out on your own as a teenager into Oak Ridge?
MR. GIPSON: I've always been one that has wanted their own money. I've always worked carrying newspaper, I used to walk to the Oak Ridge Country Club to caddie all day, and sometimes walk all the way back home.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's a long walk, isn't it?
MR. GIPSON: We had no fear of, of walking and going places because back then, as I recall, nobody really interfered or intimidated in, that the fact, that you was afraid somebody was going to pull you over and beat you up. You know, we had our fights now, don't get me wrong.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, but it wasn't like Mississippi
MR. GIPSON: Right, you wasn't afraid to walk.  You have a parent now that would drive or drop them off, pick them up and bring them back. Back then it was nothing. For me and a couple buddies to get up, and we would walk where we could go.
MR. MCDANIEL: So you felt comfortable as long you stayed within the guidelines that you knew you needed to stay in.
MR. GIPSON: And the guidelines was, it wasn't just that you could not, later on you know, you couldn't go to the restaurants and sit down and eat. You couldn't go to, you know, we couldn’t go to the Wildcat Den. You hear about the big time they had at the Wildcat Den.
MR. MCDANIEL: You couldn't go.
MR. GIPSON: It was no big time for me, in fact, it was off limits to me. We couldn't go to it. The swimming pool, we couldn't go to the swimming pool. We would, there was a nice little watering hole, creek water running behind where they're building the new hotel there across from Shoney’s. And we would go down there, five or six guys get together, sometimes more, and get down there and swim into the pool there. And later on, we upgraded and we would go to Knoxville. It was a many as could be packed in a car, ‘cause back then there was no seat belt law, and was no pull over because you had to many. We would have, I guess maybe eight or ten people in a car. We would drive over to Leslie Street swimming pool across from Knoxville College there.
MR. MCDANIEL: Was that a Black swimming pool?
MR. GIPSON: That was a Black pool, that’s where the Black pool was. Across from Knoxville College. Right where the New Sentinel plant is, same location there. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So in '55, I guess it was '55, '56 is when the desegregation. The following '55 was when Oak Ridge, when the federal government said, you know said that.
MR. GIPSON: Wade versus Brown, I guess, whatever it was. The first year of integration, I was freshman that fall, so I started that fall at Oak Ridge High School as a freshman. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, as I recall in '55 was when the federal government said that the, Brown versus the Board of Education was passed by the Supreme Court. The federal government integrated Oak Ridge. But they started just with the High School from my understanding, because the elementary schools weren't integrated for a few years later.
MR. GIPSON: Yeah, Robertsville integrated and later on Jefferson integrated.
MR. MCDANIEL: So you started high school as a freshman in 1955 at Oak Ridge High School. You were the first, first class to be integrated at Oak Ridge High School at that time, you were in the first group.
MR. GIPSON: I was the first group. I was a freshman the first year Blacks walked on the campus at Oak Ridge High School for classes.
MR. MCDANIEL: What was that like? Tell me about it.
MR. GIPSON: It was quite an experience.
MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me.
MR. GIPSON: You're coming from, let’s see '55, I just turned fifteen years old I guess. You’re coming from an all-Black community. You’re coming from an all-Black school system. And now, you’re going to a school system where in '55. I recall it was ninth through the twelfth grade. So, there was a big school body.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you went from being the majority to the vast minority.
MR. GIPSON: Very, very small number. You may go all school year and have no more than one or two Black students in a class that you were taking. ‘Cause I may be taking Algebra I, and my buddy may be taking Algebra I, but may be at a different time. Maybe same teacher, but they had several Algebra teachers, geometry teachers as I recall, but the thing is you would sit in class all day and only have one Black.
[***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what about teachers? How were the teachers?
MR. GIPSON: I cannot recall a teacher that I had in the four years that was blatant and racist. And they was all very nice and --
MR. MCDANIEL: At least they were polite. They treated you fairly generally, you thought.
MR. GIPSON: I had no problem with the teachers, and no problems with the student body and my classmates, you just did your thing. You went to school, it was different in the fact that coming from the Black community, we would always ride to school. But quite often a couple buddies and I would walk home ‘cause we had to pay to ride back then.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: So, we would save our bus ticket and we may sell it to somebody else or it was also saving our parents’ and uncle’s money because they would have to buy it, but from what I recall, we didn't qualify for the free ticket or free lunch. But anyway, we would ride the bus to school and walk home or ride the bus back home. And most of the time, you know how schools operate, you don't have time to go out and socialize, you got to get on the bus and now your back in the Black community. Until the next day.
MR. MCDANIEL: Until the next day.
MR. GIPSON: You may have befriended a good male friend in one of your class. You don't get a chance to talk with that person after school. 
MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't get a chance to be friends and hang out with them.
MR. GIPSON: You couldn't go to the swimming pool, they go out to the Wildcat Den--
MR. MCDANIEL: You couldn't go there.
MR. GIPSON: Like I said, we couldn't go there.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you, you said you had to pay to ride the bus. Now, was that for all the students or was that just--
MR. GIPSON: They was a paying system back then.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. GIPSON: During that time frame. Not just for Scarboro, everybody had to pay in.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh really?
MR. GIPSON: We had to pay.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: They went to Linden and then went to Jefferson.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you had to pay for them to ride the bus.
MR. GIPSON: Oh yeah. And now again, I was making 50 cent more than the limit so I was not able to get the free ticket or the free meals. I guess I was lucky to be able to be employed.
MR. MCDANIEL: I kind of want to finish up your school here in a minute, but I imagine you started the ninth grade, and by the time you were a senior, there were, were there more or was it, were they're more Blacks in the school at that point, or was it still kind of the same percentage?
MR. GIPSON: I can't, I can't talk on that and be factual on it because I'm not sure, but I would say it was fewer. In my eighth grade class at Scarboro, and we all basically went that first fall to the high school, not everybody. When I graduated in '59, there was four Blacks that graduated.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh really? Now, when you went to the high school, what happened at Scarboro? Did it turn into like a K through eight Scarboro School, or was it K, it wasn't still K through twelve--
MR. GIPSON: It was K though eighth.
[***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. GIPSON: It may have been later than '63 because I, maybe okay in the '60's. Sometime in the '60's. I don't have my facts in from to me.
MR. MCDANIEL: But that was when all the schools--
MR. GIPSON: All the schools integrated. So I guess they had to do it that way. That’s when the next door neighbor.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's when they did it.
MR. GIPSON: When your next door neighbor may be going to one school and then your next house going to a different school. Where the dividing line was. Like I said, my children, three boys and a girl went to Glenwood, and then two or three houses up the street may have gone to--
MR. MCDANIEL: Linden.
MR. GIPSON: Or Willow Brook.
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s how they did it, they chose section of the community and those, that’s where those kids went to a different, ‘cause there were four elementary schools at the time.
MR. GIPSON: Same thing with Junior high school, they split it down the line.
MR. MCDANIEL: Split it down the line.
MR. GIPSON: On this side of the line went to Robertsville, other side went to Jefferson.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. Okay, so you graduated high school and what year did you finish high school?
MR. GIPSON: I finished high school in May of 1959.
MR. MCDANIEL: 1959 and then what did you do?
MR. GIPSON: Then I started working, I didn't go to college then, I started working. I worked for a while at various jobs here and there. ‘Cause you got to remember then, back then in '59 and I'm the second oldest child. But my sister chose to get married when she was young, and so when I graduated in '59, oh man, bells go off and I immediately core family, I'm the first one to graduate from high school. So again, like I said, being big on working I said I'm going to get me a job. So I worked various jobs and ended up working here and there what have you, and I worked at Oak Ridge Hospital for about a year, and then like I said, and the following '63 I started work in the Biology Division at the Lab, and that’s where I retired from.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay, so you worked various jobs. You worked at the Hospital for a year and then worked in the Biology Division in '63 at the Lab. How did you get that job?
MR. GIPSON: A good friend of mine, as a matter of fact, she is still alive and goes to my church. She knew of a job that was, one group that was needing someone. And she brought me an application and I filled it out and she took it in and presented it to them. And I was called in for an interview. He interviewed me, and hired me in the germ free operation in 1963.
[***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. MCDANIEL: So, you worked in the Mouse House?
MR. GIPSON: No, I didn't work in the Mouse House, I worked -- the Mouse House was off to the right, it was like four buildings in the bottom of the complex.
MR. MCDANIEL: But you were working with the research with the mice.
MR. GIPSON: Yes, Dr. Wahlburg, Pete Wahlburg was the PhD that was in charge of was the supervisor, the one that hired me in. Then I started whatever classes I could take.
MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you take classes?
MR. GIPSON: UT. I took some at Roane State once they got it established here in Oak Ridge. And then later on, Don Robie promoted me to supervisor. And then I worked there as a supervisor in the germ free operation for ten years. All my, everything I did in the Biology Division was in a ten year increment. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: I worked there for ten years and then when that phased out, that’s when Dr. Mike Holland came aboard and was doing the Coal Energy Crisis, the Coal Program when they start testing different compounds and maybe painting different dressings on the back of mice. And I headed up and supervised that program. And I worked in that for ten years until it phased out, and then in my last fifteen years, I was went down to the administration wing and took over the procurement and did all the buying, service contract. Everything that was needed, I replaced the legendary Jack Tutton back then.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. GIPSON: Been there for years and years. I knew him quite well, he was quite a character. That way I ended up being the Biology Division procurement person and did all the contract equipment, etc.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GIPSON: But in the meantime, backing up, I started then going to school. Still working in the Biology Division so I was taking classes, night classes here and there. And I ended up getting an associate’s degree from Roane State. I got that before I was promoted to the Procurement Department. I was doing the supervising in their germ free operation and I was, almost had my degree when I was heading up the supervising of the Coal Program for Dr. Mike Holland.
MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like at the beginning in over the thirty-five years that you were there, thirty however many.
MR. GIPSON: Thirty-five.
MR. MCDANIEL: Thirty-five that you were there what was it like to be, like you said there were only two Blacks in your group, right, right. What was it like to be Black and work at the Lab?
MR. GIPSON: Oh, it was fantastic cause you see the, I didn't have, I never had experience working in the other--
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, Sure.
MR. GIPSON: Maintenance, construction, etc. and now you tell me you work in Biology Division, just about everybody, 95% of people there got a degree. They are highly educated most of them and most quite a few of them where northerners coming from other countries. Dr. Holland, head of our division, he was there when I started out in '63. So you got to, I was told in Y-12 and X-10 when some of the people started out there and after I started out there in '63, Y-12 and some of the other places, that they had black and white restrooms still there. And so there was still segregation. And I've been told that was inside of the plant, but the Biology Division in '63, we was just one big family.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. GIPSON: You did your job and you interfaced with everybody and everybody, I cannot remember one person ever saying anything bad or doing anything bad. And everybody, I don't know if because of my personality that I was always giving me something to do after I do it the best to my ability.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, Sure. I understand. So, you were there for thirty-five years and you felt like you were treated fairly.
MR. GIPSON: I know I was treated fairly.
MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure you made a lot of good friends.
MR. GIPSON: Still have friends right now.
MR. MCDANIEL: But at that point early on, most of the blacks at that point, they didn't have jobs like that did they?
MR. GIPSON: When I started in--
MR. MCDANIEL: I mean they were still a lot of maintenance and custodial and service type jobs weren't they?
MR. GIPSON: When I started the plant in '63, I was in the Biology Division. And I was lucky I got into that division especially starting I didn't have a degree. But I have a good friend of mine, he has a degree. Not an associates but a BS. A bachelor's degree and he couldn't get a job doing anything--
MR. MCDANIEL: Except custodial-- 
MR. GIPSON: Except custodial and what have you, there was several people that worked in the Biology Division, I won't call their name but some of them had degree's and they worked in the Biology Division. Later on in the mid '60's, when things start opening up a little bit in the other plants then, they transferred out and got into Computer Science Division. But no, there were not other jobs, you couldn't get them. You have a degree, but still this was all you can do. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. GIPSON: I was capable of doing those jobs, yes, I was still there without a college degree and I had a good boss. My boss saw that I was capable of doing the work.  If you could do it, he would put a task in front of you and you prove yourself. And that's what I did and boom, boom, boom. I retired I was a procurement person. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So you were fortunate to be honest. You were fortunate to get that opportunity in a division that sounds to me like they treated people as people and was fair and gave you opportunities.
MR. GIPSON: I was totally blessed. And right now, Don Rogan and I who lived in Clinton, in matter of fact he and I talked about two weeks ago, and at least twice a year he and I will go out and have dinner, lunch together.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: And just the kind of relationship I have once a year, three and sometimes four of my ex bosses, we meet once a year and have dinner together at Calhoun's.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. GIPSON: Dr. Fred Hartman who was retired division director when I retired, he is now lived in Jacksonville, Florida and he'll set aside a date and drive up once a year. Ken Isham, he lives over in--
MR. MCDANIEL: In Harriman.
MR. GIPSON: In Harriman. That was my boss when I retired and then you've got Bruce Isham who he replaced, was my, was there. We would get together and we've been doing this now for, we did it before I retired and since I've retired. It's going on my fourteenth year which this may be and we have not missed a year. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Have you not? So you retired about fourteen years ago?
MR. GIPSON: September 1998.
MR. MCDANIEL: 1998. So what have you been doing since you retired?
MR. GIPSON: Busier than I was when I was working. 
MR. MCDANIEL: You got grandbabies to look after, don't you?
MR. GIPSON: I've got two great grandkids that are fortunate that I live close enough that I can help my grandson out. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, when did you move into this house?
MR. GIPSON: I moved into this house in 1968.
MR. MCDANIEL: So '68, so you've lived in Scarboro since you were nine?
MR. GIPSON: When I came to Oak Ridge, I've never lived any place but Scarboro. I lived on Houston, I lived on four--
MR. MCDANIEL: Location.
MR. GIPSON: --places since, four places in Oak Ridge. I lived on Houston Avenue. 226 right up the street up here. I moved to, my aunt and uncle moved to 101 Bettis Lane and I got married when I was living there. And I moved up to 144 Spelman, and we stayed there until '68, and then I came and bought this house. I was twenty-eight when I bought this house, and I've added on to it and redone it. It's a duplex, it may not look like one now, but it's duplex. So, yes, I've lived in Scarboro basically my entire life.
MR. MCDANIEL: What's the Community, when you were young and living here you said it was your universe, it was a great place to live. What, talk a little bit about how the Community has changed for you.
MR. GIPSON: The Community has changed now, in the fact that the majority of the homes, houses in Oak Ridge, Scarboro as we're speaking today are not owned, most of them is for rent and the ones that are occupied are is with a landlord or somebody had bought the house and rented it out. The home is not occupied by the homeowners.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MR. GIPSON: And most of the core, with what I grew up with, nine years old, like I said, everybody had a job, everybody most of the people in Community was not educated but was hard working. You did have school teachers that lived here. Principals lived here, Mr. Walker, George Walker lived right down the street. Mrs. Fleming lived right down the street. Marie Anthony was music teacher at the Scarboro and she lived next door. And just everybody was, and everybody was looking out for the, talk about take a Village Community to raise a child. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. GIPSON: Everybody looked out for each other. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And one of them women would come out to take care of you, wouldn't she? 
MR. GIPSON: Dress me up and by the time I got home, the news was already there waiting on me. My uncle and aunt, particular my uncle, he was a barber and he had an old razor strap and he would yank a knot in my backside. But now you got people, mostly young people taking over renting the houses. And the young guys, people now don't have any respect for anything. They don't respect yourself ,you can't respect anybody else.
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. GIPSON: And now we have too many, too many absent land lord home owners, too many vacant houses because it is still a very good Community. My wife and I have debated through the years should we leave and go to another part of town. We could when I could afford to do it now if we wanted to. Be a little tougher now, financially, but why, so why do it. I want to achieve what we would have been able to achieve, house paid for, don't owe nobody anything, except the bills and you can't pay that. So, if I want to do something for my grandkids, my great grandkids, I can do it, without any pressure on me what have you. But no, the core has changed and one day it is going to come back and bite me. If I live long enough, in particular, the Community will continue to decline and we, the Community get bad press. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, tell me about that.
MR. GIPSON: I got a good reporter, a friend, we always with conversation always took all the good articles. In a matter of fact, took article there three weeks ago when my wife and I had our fiftieth anniversary. I took the picture and the article to her and she and I got to talking and I've talked to her many times. ‘Cause I jump the case about how she report things in Oak Ridge, in the Community and I come to find out I used to work with her mother, her mother worked in the Biology Division.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
[***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. GIPSON: But when you see people who grew up, based in a community, got family ties to the Community come in and try to make it better. Even if you got home owners, you got less likely that you have people hanging out on the street doing things ‘cause more than likely that person is going to come out and say, “Hey young man, young woman you need to take that someplace else”. But as a rental piece of property, most of the time all that renter wants is money. 
MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.
MR. GIPSON: So now, can you tell most people that do these things do not live in the Community, now how you can you tell me I can do it here, but not in another part. And I've anyway, yes, the Community is still fantastic Community. Got some very nice families that live out here. Just not enough.
MR. MCDANIEL: Not enough. You know it kind of reminds me of my mom and dad where I grew up in Kingston, I grew up in Kingston. My mom and dad moved into the house that my mother still lives in in 1956 and that one street with about I don't know about twenty or so houses, maybe about twenty five houses when I was growing up, there were a hundred kids on that street and today there's maybe a dozen, maybe. You know? So it's, it doesn't have, it doesn't have the image issue that you were talking about but it's still, it's an old neighborhood. You know that sometimes happens. And then they have the other heaped upon it but it makes it more challenging I'm sure. 
MR. GIPSON: See here in the Community say I was paperboy down I would have two paper routes. Always did like my own money and I was the paperboy here for many years and I collect obituaries. When someone dies I look at the obituaries and look at the age, and that person's only ten, twelve years older than me. Back then I was twelve, fourteen they was twenty-six but they had a family and a house. And now I am a senior citizen, seventy-one years old. So, just look at the people I was interfacing with when I was young, gave the paper too now they're eighty, eighty-five or ninety.
MR. MCDANIEL: Or gone.
MR. GIPSON: Or gone. But the few that are left are eighty-five and ninety. And then that core of people is not being replaced like they should be.
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. GIPSON: I feel like renting, you giving your money away. It may not be much when I die fifty years from now, because I tell everybody I'm going to program for fifty and I may not make it, but I'm going to die trying.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.
MR. GIPSON: And my kids they may not, probably won't be able to give the house away. This same house moved on the other side of Illinois Avenue will triple in price. [***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GIPSON: Because we got just about everybody here down are on their own, and as I said, they know they aren't going to pull up in front of my house and start all that crap, and what have you. But on the other end, most of them are absent, renters, so they sit out there and do what they want to. And a lot of the time it may not be, it may be a homeowner, but as I just said, a lot of people are not eighty, eighty-five years old.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. GIPSON: They don't want to spend their energy out there, call the police and the police don't come out and do anything about it.
MR. MCDANIEL: They just lock their doors.
MR. GIPSON: They just lock the doors and try to endure.
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. GIPSON: And I could end up in that same situations ten, fifteen years, hope I'm lucky enough to live that long, where I may say, hey, I don't want to get in trouble ‘cause I don't like to put on a whole lot of nonsense, and I would hate to go out there and do something that I shouldn't do in heat of anger, and spend the last good years in a pokey, some place. But it could happen.
MR. MCDANIEL: It could happen.
MR. GIPSON: Push to the point. I'm not taking any more of this. The police or a disturbance are going to come out and straighten the situation out, now you want me to sit here, and be uncomfortable and have someone just pretty much turn their nose up at me, and I ask them and you that don't do to help me out. I can see why sometimes people just.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. GIPSON: I'm not advocating that, but you know, I could understand someone doing that, but hopefully that would never happen to me, but there is always that possibility. But back to the house, right now I may get a decent price, but I ain't looking at it to live my life and to buy a three hundred thousand dollar house, so I when I die, ten, fifteen years from now my kids will have something to split up and fight over.
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. GIPSON: Take what's left here whatever you get out of it, do what I did and take that little bit and move on. I want to be happy. I don't want that hard pressure and all that other stuff. I want to be comfortable, living comfortable, and be able to do some of the things I want to do.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? I think I've about asked everything that I want to ask you.
[***At the request of Mr. Gipson, a portion of this transcript was removed***]
MR. GIPSON: It was nice talking to you and I'd like to-- I guess we need to cut it down ‘cause of siren man.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it's the first Wednesday of the month, isn't it?
MR. GIPSON: Like I said, I can't think of anything else. Any questions you want to ask me?
MR. MCDANIEL: Nope, I think we got everything that I need. So, thank you sir, thank you for allowing us to come and talk to you.
MR. GIPSON: I enjoyed it, it was my pleasure and I hope this part is shown. I know I said some things I probably should not be a part, will not be a part of what you will be putting together, but I know you'll fix it up.
MR. MCDANIEL: No, it's all going on. It's all there, so what you said is fine.
MR. GIPSON: Okay.
MR. MCDANIEL: Thank you very much.
MR. GIPSON: You have a nice day.
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