ORAL HISTORY OF MARIE GASSAWAY
Interviewed by Keith McDaniel
December 18, 2014
MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is December 18, 2014 and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I am talking with Marie Martin Gassaway. Marie, thank you for taking time to come over and talk with us.
MS. GASSAWAY: I appreciate it. I love to share my history because we were such an early family into Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well, let's talk about ... let's talk about the early years and ... Were you ...? You weren't born in Oak Ridge were you?
MS. GASSAWAY: No. I'm from Paducah, Kentucky, originally.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's talk about that. Tell me about where you were born and your family and we'll get you to Oak Ridge here in a few minutes.

MS. GASSAWAY: My mother was Ann Lucille Sloan from Paducah, Kentucky, and my father was Paul Marquette Martin from Marquette, Michigan, and they married in '36, I was born in November of '37. He worked for Coke-Cola Company while they were in Paducah and then I do not know how he heard about the opening of the Oak Ridge project.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: But in the very beginning there was not housing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... available to employees who had families.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And so we came and lived in a place called Rock Garden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: We never saw Daddy much because he caught a bus while it was still dark in the mornings and it was dark in the evenings when he got home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was Rock Garden?
MS. GASSAWAY: I'm trying to remember, but the best I can remember, it was around the Maryville area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So there wasn't ... What year was it you all came to Oak Ridge?
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, let's see, it had to be ... I started grammar school here when I was six so they must have come here in, let's see, I'm 77 now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So what year were you born? '30...?

MS. GASSAWAY: '37, so about '43.

MR. MCDANIEL: About '43. So you were, you were one of the first, early families, I mean, really.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and we were fortunate to get a family dwelling even, at that time, because so many of the people were put in either hutments over in the Grove Center area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: Or trailers in that same area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: Or they had a lot of dormitories and they housed a lot of people there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so we were fortunate that we got one of the dwellings for families.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where was that located?
MS. GASSAWAY: At 352 Jefferson Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And my brother inherited the house from when our mother passed away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? So ...
MS. GASSAWAY: So still with the original family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So ...
MS. GASSAWAY: That always lived in that house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow! Wow!
MS. GASSAWAY: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you moved into that not long ... not long after you came ... You weren't at Rock Garden very long.

MS. GASSAWAY: No, we were not there for very long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, until something opened up in Oak Ridge.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your dad, you said he worked for Coca Cola in Paducah. What'd he do for them?

MS. GASSAWAY: He was a route man.

MR. MCDANIEL: Route man. Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And when he came to Oak Ridge, what did he ...? Where was he working in Oak Ridge?
MS. GASSAWAY: Well he came with Stone and Webster which was a subcontractor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then they were, he was absorbed into K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And he worked in what they called stores.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: Which was the distribution center for supplies and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, at that time, the plant had a lot of shift work going on, what they called shift.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he work shifts?
MS. GASSAWAY: He worked shifts. And it was like three shifts, one week each.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: Days, evenings and midnights.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And with seven children ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness. There were seven children lived in that little ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Three bedroom house with one bath. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And him working shifts.
MS. GASSAWAY: And him working shifts, so in the summertime we played outside a whole, whole lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet ... So he... So he worked at K-25. Well, when you came, I mean, they were still ... They were building K-25.
MS. GASSAWAY: They were still building and that, of course, being in the stores, it being the central supply area ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... for everything ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: ... it probably went through him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: Or his department.

MR. MCDANIEL: His department, yeah. Right, exactly, exactly. So how many kids were there when you came to Oak Ridge?
MS. GASSAWAY: Let's see ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: How many were older than you?
MS. GASSAWAY: I'm the oldest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: I'm the eldest of seven.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: Let's see, Harry was born here and Mike was born here. So there were five of us children when we came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, when you came to Oak Ridge, so there were two.

MS. GASSAWAY: Three boys and two girls at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Sure, sure ... So you lived on ... You lived on Jefferson and you had, there were seven of you kids and your dad was working shift work. What can you remember about those early days of Oak Ridge? Tell me about, well, let's start out with your school. Tell me, talk to me about going to school, where you went to school and what do you remember about that.
MS. GASSAWAY: At that time they didn't have but the old Robertsville School which is now the Robertsville Middle School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MS. GASSAWAY: And that's where the elementary school was and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It must have been ... Was it an existing school or was it built?
MS. GASSAWAY: It had been an existing school, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. That's right, for the community before Oak Ridge came.
MS. GASSAWAY: For the Robertsville community, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: The thing that I remember most is the fact that it had a, I guess you'd call it a fire tower. And seeing that big ol' tower attached to the side of that two-story building at that time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... made a real impression on me as a young child.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And they, I can remember sitting on our back porch watching them build the first Linden School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, up at LaSalle.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. Off of where LaSalle Park is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And that way, we could leave Mother's house and cross the street and everybody walked just about at that time and we'd walk down through the field and up the hill to Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you ended up going to Linden.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Finishing at Linden.

MS. GASSAWAY: I finished at Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Elementary school.
MS. GASSAWAY: Uh-huh, and then I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember any of your teachers or principal?
MS. GASSAWAY: Vividly. Vividly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And I, you know, I thought everybody in East Tennessee had all the frills and stuff that the Oak Ridge school system had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: But I found out they didn't as I got older, but I remember Miss Mayhan. She was the fourth grade teacher. And Miss Grills and when I had children, Miss Grills was still teaching at Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. And Pauline Miller and, let's see, we had a music teacher because we had a music room and her name was Miss Ruth Jewel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then we had access to the library, a fully stocked library and we were fortunate enough to have a gymnasium and our gym teacher's name was Miss Peck and her parents were part of the original Oak Ridge community before it was ... came under the government.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then we had a cafeteria, which I just took for granted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: I didn't realize that all schools didn't come with a fully equipped cafeteria.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had the cafeteria, you had a gymnasium, you had a music program, you probably had an art program.

MS. GASSAWAY: An art department, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had all those things that ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Other schools were not ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Big city schools had, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: But, and then we also had a little clinic there and I can remember, as a child, when they used to sell savings stamps. One day a week at school you'd bring your pennies or your nickels or whatever your parents would give you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And before school would start in the lobby in front of the gymnasium, they would have tables set up and you would give 'em your penny or whatever and they'd give you a little stamp to go in your stamp book. It was a savings plan. And then, after you got your book full, you could cash it in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you eat in the cafeteria mostly or did you take your lunch? Do you remember?

MS. GASSAWAY: It depended on what they were having for lunch. (laughter) And we were close enough that our teachers would let us run home and have lunch if, if we so desired or you could carry your lunch if you wanted to and buy your milk and if you were fortunate enough to be able to buy an ice cream you could, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: But, just having the advantage of having a hot meal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, of course, the cooks at that time cooked just like they did at home and so it was like eating home cooked meals.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. I can remember ... I can remember when I was in elementary school, it was a few years behind you but not too many, but my next door neighbor was the cook and, gosh, I loved to eat at her house 'cause she was such a good cook. She cooked the same way at school, so ...

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, so you had good food in the cafeteria then.

MS. GASSAWAY: Very good food, very good. I mean, we that got to grow up here did not realize really the advantages that we did have here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the fact that Oak Ridge had the number of movie theaters they had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the fact that they had an orchestra here and stuff, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. You took it ... You figured every place, as a young person, you figured this was like every place.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. I didn't know that every community did not have, and Oak Ridge has always had, a library. The best I can remember, a very good library.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the physicians that we got to see. Of course, they started with a lot of military physicians.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then civilian physicians came in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and you had access to good dental care, which a lot of communities still to this day do not have.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right. So ... So you went to Linden. When you ... When you left ... And I guess you went to Linden through sixth grade, is that correct?
MS. GASSAWAY: Through the sixth grade, correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did you go? Did you go to Robertsville? Was Robertsville a middle school then? Or junior high, I mean?
MS. GASSAWAY: Robertsville was the only middle school then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MS. GASSAWAY: And yes, it was a junior, it's called junior high at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was seventh, eighth and ninth grade.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, yes, and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about Robertsville?
MS. GASSAWAY: I really, I guess I was so busy at that time, 'cause I had a little part time job at the time. I don't really remember that many things about that period in my life. And I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me about your job. Tell me what you did.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, I got a job helping a lady clean her house and did her ironing for her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: Because at that time, everybody still ironed their clothes. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: There was not that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There was no any perma-press was there?
MS. GASSAWAY: No, there was no perma-press and not only that, there was not that many laundry facilities either, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: But ... And then I started babysitting. Being the oldest of seven, I had some experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MS. GASSAWAY: And I babysat just about every weekend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. GASSAWAY: And I had regular customers and then my oldest brother and I, we had a paper route also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.

MS. GASSAWAY: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Y'all were ... you were busy, weren't you? You stayed busy.
MS. GASSAWAY: We learned how to make a dollar (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... real early.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet.
MS. GASSAWAY: But it was all fun and I got acquainted with people on the paper route and through babysitting that I probably would not have ever have had the opportunity to meet, also, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: It was a positive experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: If you get cool, put your jacket on, feel free.
MS. GASSAWAY: I'm comfortable. I'm comfortable, thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, the ... So where was your paper route? Was it near your home?
MS. GASSAWAY: We had the Garden Apartments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: But we ... You didn't think anything about walking to wherever you were going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: So we would walk over there. Sundays was the most dreaded day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: You had to get up early on Sunday and get the Sunday paper out. We had the afternoon route at that time, you had a Knoxville Journal, which was a morning paper ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and the [Knoxville News] Sentinel was an evening paper and you had the Oak Ridger, also, which was local.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so, we had the Sentinel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And one was a Democrat leaning ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and the other one was a Republican leaning and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And so you, you know, it was ... It was really a good time and people ... Government was government then. It was not like what we're experiencing today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: You had your statesmen and you had people that were willing to compromise. I know Everett Dixon [Dirksen] always stood out in my mind ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: ... as a great compromiser and all and, of course, we had Kefauver.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep, Estes Kefauver.
MS. GASSAWAY: Kefauver and then there was ... I can't remember his first name, Carroll that was a repre ... I don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he a U.S.?
MS. GASSAWAY: I don't remember if he was a congressman or a senator.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: But he was from the upper east Tennessee area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And we had Mr. Gore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: The elder Mr. Gore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Al Senior.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Albert. Right, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it was just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was back ... that was back when men were men, as they say, and ...

MS. GASSAWAY: A man of honor and a handshake was your bond.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And all, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, so you were in middle school and you and your brother had the paper route and you babysat and you had other work, so did that continue through high school for you?
MS. GASSAWAY: All the way through.

MR. MCDANIEL: All the way through high school.
MS. GASSAWAY: And my treat to my brothers and sister would be on Saturday. I felt good because I could give them enough money to walk down to Jefferson where there was a movie theater and they could go to the movies and buy them a bag of popcorn.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so, I learned to share real early.

MR. MCDANIEL: Somebody told me that they did that and they said you could do that for a quarter. Said you can go to the movie, you know, and get a popcorn for a quarter.
MS. GASSAWAY: I was sending more than one! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, anyway ...

MS. GASSAWAY: It was about a dollar for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it really?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway, they ... But yeah, so a lot of people did that, though.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, really, that was your primary source of entertainment because television didn't come in, really, and then I remember when one of our neighbors got a TV and I was living up on Jefferson and I remember the Three Little Pigs commercial.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? (laughter)

MS. GASSAWAY: The Lay's Three Little Pigs with all the snow and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: But it was so great to be able to have that right there in their home and they were willing to let us view it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have a radio in your home?
MS. GASSAWAY: We had a radio, yes, yes. We were ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you, you know, like you see in the movies, where you'd gather around to listen to some of your favorite shows?
MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, yes. I remember a lot of the soap operas at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then, my father did not grow up with bluegrass and hillbilly music.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.

MS. GASSAWAY: And the tradeoff was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, because he was from ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Michigan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Michigan. Yeah, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. And so the tradeoff for me was that if I would listen to the Texaco Hour then I could listen to the other music.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: So, I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what was the Texaco Hour? What did it have?

MS. GASSAWAY: The Texaco Hour was your symphonic music and your operas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, so on Saturdays, they broadcast from the Met ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and so I would faithfully listen to that so I could listen to the music that I liked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was a good deal.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, it really was because it makes me appreciate that type of music now and I like it for because you can listen to that and just you don't have, if you're listening to symphonic music, you don't have to think about words that go with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly. And if you're listening to opera you don't understand the words so it doesn't really matter.
MS. GASSAWAY: No. And, as I got a little older, it was great because Oak Ridge High School used to have the Masquers club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: And they always did a musical every year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it was always well presented and the talent level in the Oak Ridge High School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was very good.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now ... now when you were in high school did you get involved in like any extracurricular activities or were you too busy working?

MS. GASSAWAY: My mother went to work the year I went to high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: So, being the eldest of seven, I had to be home in the evening.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And my responsibility was to make sure dinner got started and any other little chores she had for us I was to see that they were done before she got home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: So I didn't really, but I was allowed to have time to participate in some of the youth activities at church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: And Girl Scouts still, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: I did have my outlets and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. What church did you ...?
MS. GASSAWAY: Robertsville Baptist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Robertsville Baptist? Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes and they had a real good youth program and you could go after school in the afternoons and they had a recreation area. You weren't allowed to dance there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... but you can, they had a refreshment center and you could sit and do your homework or play games or work puzzles or ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And we always had a crowd of young people there.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was almost like a community center.
MS. GASSAWAY: It really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Churches used to have that.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, they really did.
MS. GASSAWAY: And at that time Robertsville was a very working church and all, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: It really made it nice that I had that outlet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Even if it was occasionally to get away from the rest of the family. (laughter)

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, everybody needs that every once in a while. Tell me about the Girl Scouts.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, I had a wonderful leader. Her name was Glenna Reed ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and she was from Oak Ridge, Missouri, they came here from Oak Ridge and her husband's name was Roscoe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: They had two children that were about my age and the girls that were in our Troop, we were always busy working on something and then, at that time, the Girl Scout camp was on the west end of Oak Ridge.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And we would go down there usually at least once year and have it all weekend and we would prepare our meals and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was it on the, what they consider the reservation? Was it inside the fence?

MS. GASSAWAY: No, no ... No, it wasn't. It was down close to where Nebraska Road is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Right, right ...

MS. GASSAWAY: It was down in that vicinity.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And it, the best I can remember, it was like a old cabin.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it had a three sided porch on it and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Excuse me?
MS. GASSAWAY: Come on in.

MR. MCDANIEL: No. That's Ok. That's Ok. Be. That's Ok, that's all right. We'll be through in a little bit, Ok? All right. ... been in bed asleep. I was afraid that was going to happen.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, that's all right.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: But, you know, it was a very good, fun experience. And I just ... one of my friends, Scout friends, I can remember her, and don't ask me why she stands out so, but her name was Ina Sue Marlin.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: And the best I remember she lived on Robertsville Road at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it's strange how certain people stand out in your mind for no, really, known reason ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all but I remember her.

MR. MCDANIEL: You remember her. So this would have been in the early '50s, I guess.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So ...excuse me ... So, it was a very ... It was a ... So, Oak Ridge, I mean, you know, Oak Ridge was very different then, wasn't it?

MS. GASSAWAY: Very different, very different. You didn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't worry about ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Thievery ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Or being, or being ... you were safe.

MS. GASSAWAY: Molested. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You felt safe.

MS. GASSAWAY: I mean it was a very safe place. I don't think in all the years as long as we were in the school system here in Oak Ridge, I don't remember my mother ever locking the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And if you had wash on the clothesline, your neighbor would go and bring in your wash and put it in your house so it wouldn't get damp or if a sudden storm came up and you had windows open, your neighbor would go in and close your windows and stuff and it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: It ... People trusted people, implicitly. But if you misbehaved you better believe, your mother knew it before you got home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it was kind of like they say it takes a village did and it really was a village.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In those days, wasn't it?
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, and people were from all over the U.S. that came here to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: So no one really had roots in this community ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... to speak of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: So, it kind of forced you to get to know your neighbor and to build your community that way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. The ... The gates were opened in March of 1949. Do you remember that? Do you remember when they opened the gates? And do you remember any talk about that, I mean, you know, there were a lot of people didn't want it to happen, you know, they liked ... they liked the gates and all that. Do you remember any of that?

MS. GASSAWAY: That's the great thing about living in a gated community. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly, well, of course.
MS. GASSAWAY: No, really I don't but I do remember when we did have MPs here and we did go through gates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: If you wanted to go into Knoxville or over to Clinton or down to Oliver Springs ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... or to Kingston. And most people used the public bus service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the MPs would come on and check each person to make sure they had the proper ID leaving and coming back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And that stands out. I never was fearful or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever ...? Now, now ... did you ever have to get a badge or were you ...?

MS. GASSAWAY: No, I was a minor and I did not have to but my parents both had their ID.

MR. MCDANIEL: You probably missed it by about a year.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, so something like that.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. But it's ... And then now, when I ride out of Oak Ridge and see the guard towers that are remaining ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all, I think, mmm-hmm, and I remember when Edgemoor Bridge was a one-way bridge, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and if ... if ... I don't know how they let each other know on either end of that span, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ... that was a long one-way bridge, wasn't it?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, it really was. And you took your turn to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now did your father ... Did y'all have a car? When you came to Oak Ridge?

MS. GASSAWAY: We did not get a car until my mother went to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: But living on Jefferson Avenue all my life, a Number Eight bus ran by our house every 15 minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. GASSAWAY: So you could, if you missed the first bus in 15 minutes, you could catch the next one ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Catch the next one ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... Now, did you walk, when you were in high school, did you walk or did you ride the bus?
MS. GASSAWAY: Both.

MR. MCDANIEL: Both.
MS. GASSAWAY: Both.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where was the high school? The high school was up by Jackson Square, up by Blankenship Field at that time wasn't it? (phone rings)

MS. GASSAWAY: No. Excuse me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Nah, you're fine.
MS. GASSAWAY: Now, what were we speaking of? Oh, the high school, where it was located.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where it was located ...
MS. GASSAWAY: The first year, my freshman year, I went to the old Blankenship Field high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: But I graduated at the current high school. And, of course, it was not the size it is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And ... but it was ... Being in a brand new school and everything, it was a great opportunity, too ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you went there two years. You went to the old high school one year?

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you went to the new high school two ...
MS. GASSAWAY: New high school, yeah. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But it must have been fancy back then.

MS. GASSAWAY: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or it seemed fancy.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and like in biology you had all the lab equipment you needed and the chemistry department did ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and the home economics department did so everything was brand spanking new and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And we were very respectful of our school about, we didn't deface anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And having that big ol' gymnasium and, you know, your girls' locker rooms and your boys' locker rooms and everything there in that one area made it real nice, too, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you appreciated it.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, and then, on the lower level, you had the auditorium and the acoustics were very good in it and you had your drama department down there and you still had some vocational classes also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And so, and they ... that was all on the [Oak Ridge] Turnpike side of the school at that time, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Now who ... Do you remember teachers or anybody that kind of had an impact on you when you were in high school?
MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, yes. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Good impact, negative or positive. Right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: It really ... At the time I saw it as a negative but as I ... really it was good for me to have someone like that in my life and that was Mrs. Mabel Turner. She was the senior English and college prep teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And I did not dare go in her class without my homework.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: Because, invariably, I don't know how she knew it, but she'd call on me then. (laughter) And she was a little, tiny slip of a lady and she was a lady really and truly, and ... But as ... after I got out, I realized how much I did respect her ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all. And then, Miss Struxness was the home economics teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was her name?
MS. GASSAWAY: Struxness.

MR. MCDANIEL: Struxness, Ok, all right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And she was very well qualified and she ... I learned a lot. I loved to sew to this day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so, I learned a lot about constructing clothes from her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of drop that cord because it makes a little rustling noise.

MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok. So you learned a lot from her.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, yes, she was very influential. And, believe it or not, I loved biology. I loved dissecting frogs and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. I guess growing up with five brothers I never had an opportunity to be squeamish about anything, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly ...
MS. GASSAWAY: But I always enjoyed my biology class and, of course, in the science department, you knew when they were working with sulfur. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, of course, of course, you'd smell that.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure there's been a few times where the building had to be evacuated and aired out.

MS. GASSAWAY: Almost! Almost. (laughter) And Plumlee was the biology, I mean the chemistry teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And he, to me, and you know how young people think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: He reminded me of the, kind of the, Mr. Peepers type person, just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Very precise and exacting and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So high school was a good experience for you.
MS. GASSAWAY: I really did, I enjoyed going to school and all. I wish I had done better in some of my classes now that I'm older, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, we all wish that.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and ... But the things that I really, really enjoyed the most I still enjoy today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And I always loved my history classes and I still am a big history buff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, you graduated high school.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: What year did you graduate?
MS. GASSAWAY: Fifty-five.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-five. And then what happened?
MS. GASSAWAY: I went to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Was there any thought about college or anything like that?
MS. GASSAWAY: I knew my parents could not afford to send me to college, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: But I did go on and I went to beauty school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so, that was, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was kind of ...
MS. GASSAWAY: ... feasible.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... trade school.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, and I knew it was something that I could probably always do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: The rest of my life if I so chose ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you go? Was it Knoxville?
MS. GASSAWAY: Here in, they had one here in Oak Ridge in the old Winders building up in Jackson Square.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: Where the Oak Ridger was on one end of that building for the longest time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: And, so there was Mr. Brown's that had the Tennessee School of Beauty in Knoxville, he also opened one here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.

MS. GASSAWAY: And he ran that, I don't know how many years, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And I still enjoy certain aspects of that type of work today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, so ... So I guess you got your certificate or your license ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, I got my license and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: State license.

MS. GASSAWAY: And I worked in it for a while and then, after my children were born, my boys, I decided that I needed to be a mother rather than have somebody else try to raise my children, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, exactly ... Now where ... ?
MS. GASSAWAY: I was content at home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now where did you meet your husband? Was he an Oak Ridger?
MS. GASSAWAY: He was an Oak Ridger and we used to go to the skating rink every weekend and he ran into me and sent me flying. (laughter) And so ... But we didn't start dating right away. We were friends and he loved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was this when you were in high school?
MS. GASSAWAY: No, this was after I got out of high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, after high school. Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: But he loved to race cars.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And that was a little too racy for my parents. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand.

MS. GASSAWAY: But no, we were in ... We were over 20 when we got married, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: We waited a little bit longer than some people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And ... I was brought up with the attitude if you make that kind of commitment you better be sure that's what you want, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Which would be young today for getting married, I mean, you know.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MS. GASSAWAY: But, somehow, we have made it work all these years, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, you met him and you got ... you said you met at the skating rink.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that? Where was the ...?

MS. GASSAWAY: It's down ... It was on the corner of Jefferson Avenue and the Turnpike across from where the Shell is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: Where the bank is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, where the bank is, there was a skating rink there.

MS. GASSAWAY: There was a skating rink there and there was an older couple that ran it and he knew how to play the organ and he had his organ set up in the rink and he would play music while we skated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: And then he ... It was an old wooden floor skating rink, too. And a lot of kids here in Oak Ridge, that was their entertainment on the weekends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet a lot of kids broke arms in that place, too, didn't they?
MS. GASSAWAY: Not that I remember. Really and truly it was hard to fall because it was usually so crowded.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. And Mr. Morrow, who was the man that had the skating rink, he could also roller skate for his, and in fact, he did until he passed away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, so ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness.
MS. GASSAWAY: It was ... It was a fun sport ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and, at that time, Jefferson, the old Jefferson Drug Store, a lot of times you would go over there afterwards and go to the fountain and have a Coke and just sit around and talk with each other and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, on the west end of Oak Ridge, so many people knew each other ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all, that, you know, you always could find somebody you knew.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... So, you got married ... You went to beauty school, you got married and had you kids and then you decided to be a stay-at-home mom. And, so what did your husband do?
MS. GASSAWAY: He's always owned his own business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: He's always had an auto repair business.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the man that gave him his start was Lefty Brannon and it was at a Pure, on the Turnpike where the flashing light is now down around Bruner's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure, exactly. Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it was on that little crest of the hill, the Oldsmobile dealership was on one side of it where the Chuck's is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: And we started in the Pure business and then when Mr. Gunslemann who had the Oldsmobile dealership here, when he decided to move all of that to the Jackson Square area ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... we bought that building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And it was already set up for car repair ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Anyway we bought that and expanded our business, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... So, for people that ... What was the name of the business?

MS. GASSAWAY: Let's see? What was the name of that one? I think it was Arrow, A-R-R-O-W ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: Automotive ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.

MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But it was on the, on the hill, top of that little hill there.
MS. GASSAWAY: Mmm-hmm, on the crest of that hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: On the crest of the hill, yeah, sure, exactly ... So, it's auto repair.

MS. GASSAWAY: Auto repair, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Auto repair.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then we leased the lower portion of the building to a friend of my husband's that was a very good body man. So, by having that available to people, too, it also was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you could do just about everything. Had it all done at one location.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, good. So where did you all ... ? Let's talk about that through today. So you've ... So your husband's always ... Is your husband still living?

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Does he still work?

MS. GASSAWAY: He still works in the business some, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And where's your business located now?

MS. GASSAWAY: We are in what used to be called the Gamble Valley area of Oak Ridge. We're on Wilberforce Avenue out behind the K-Mart building now. And we've been there about, I guess, 30 years now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? 

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it's out by the Central Services building out there, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and it was one of the original buildings to Oak Ridge and they used that building as their tank depot and heavy equipment depot to repair ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you can tell because it's the old wood look to it.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: On the front, so ... You can tell it's an old building, it's been there ...

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, really, under that old wood is asbestos.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, so, before they even started hollering about asbestos we covered it up. That's sawmill lumber and we've just let it age naturally.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And the name of the business is?

MS. GASSAWAY: Gassaway Automotive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Gassaway Automotive. Right, right, exactly ...

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. And our son is, he is the primary right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And his dad goes in and works some ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and I still help out, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So it's still a family business.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. Yes, and we don't have any, only one grandson, so ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MS. GASSAWAY: I don't know where it'll go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is he interested in that kind of work?

MS. GASSAWAY: No, at the moment he's just 13 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all he wants to do is play football and baseball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's what 13 year olds want to do.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. And, you know, he's a good kid. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And how many ...? How many children do you have?
MS. GASSAWAY: I had three. I have two living now, and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: I have a daughter that lives in Knox County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then our son lives in Anderson County, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. The ... So y'all have been in Oak Ridge, you've been in Oak Ridge ever since you were five.
MS. GASSAWAY: We have, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Five.
MS. GASSAWAY: I don't know anything or any place else to live. I wouldn't know how to live any place else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your husband, did he come here with family? I mean, did his family come here?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes, they came from North Carolina.

MR. MCDANIEL: To work on the project or after that?
MS. GASSAWAY: I really don't know. I know his parents came here early.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: But I don't really know ... I know his father worked at the plant for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: But I don't know what drew them to Oak Ridge, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: I really have never been told, you know, that much about why they came here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, you've ... You've seen a lot of changes in Oak Ridge, you know, over the years. Some of 'em are just natural, as time goes on type changes. What are some of the big things to you that you notice?

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, the fact that people could build their own homes here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: When it opened up to that. That was a, to me, a huge step forward.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was about in '56 when they ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Fifty-six, '57, yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-seven, yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then, the other thing that is still a positive to Oak Ridge is the Civic Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the fact that there is the pool there and they can have competitive swim teams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the fact that Oak Ridge has always had an outdoor pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And a very good pool at that. I mean a very large pool and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go there when you were kids?
MS. GASSAWAY: Not a whole lot but yes, I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Occasionally?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, and I enjoyed it and all and, of course, at that time, in the early years, their hours were a lot longer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the season was longer, too, because, at that time, school did not start until after Labor Day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: Which now it starts in August and it really cuts in to the time that the pool can be utilized.

MR. MCDANIEL: And next year it starts August the 2nd.
MS. GASSAWAY: Really?

MR. MCDANIEL: They go to that new balanced calendar next year.

MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, I did not realize that.

MR. MCDANIEL: It'll start August it's either August 2nd or 3rd and they don't get out until, like, June the 4th or something like that.

MS. GASSAWAY: Are they going to be more or less on the same schedule that the Willow Brook ...?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, it's a little different. Basically, basically the only big change is a few little extra holidays like Thanksgiving, they'll get Wednesday off. But, the big change is they get two weeks off in October for fall break and two weeks off in March, I guess ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Ok. For the spring break.

MR. MCDANIEL: For spring break. Yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, I think all the schools are going to that. I think even Willow Brook will be going to that. I'm not sure about that but I know all the other schools are.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, by not having children or grandchildren in the Oak Ridge School system, I did not realize that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. GASSAWAY: But, in a way, it's real good for parents because they're not forced to vacation just in the summer months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: They can utilize the other seasons of the year, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, that was, that's one of the things, you know, you talk about you went to, you and your brothers, you and your siblings, went through the Oak Ridge school system. You were living in Oak Ridge, your children went through the Oak Ridge school system.

MS. GASSAWAY: My sons did. My daughter went through elementary here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then we built out in the county and then she went to the Clinton school system.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: Which she enjoyed. She was a very outgoing young woman and she made friends easily and she had diverse interests, so she had different types of friends. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet you've seen a lot of different people come through Oak Ridge, haven't you?

MS. GASSAWAY: Some very interesting people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me ... Tell me a little bit about that.

MS. GASSAWAY: The one that's ... Well, there's two that really stand out in my mind and we've always ... We had 'em as customers, too, but we made friends out of 'em, was a PhD from Italy. His name was Roberto Terio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: And he and his wife are very gracious people, very well educated people, but very down to earth people, too. And I enjoyed him sharing his history with me and getting to know their children and being able to have contact with them still. And then we lost contact with a man from Israel, Jerry, and I cannot remember Jerry's last name, but he would come to the Lab and work. And he would have those long periods of work here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. GASSAWAY: ... so I, we got well acquainted with Jerry and then, of course, we've had a lot of people from Japan and sometimes that would be very challenging to communicate. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And then we've had a lot of people from England that I have thoroughly enjoyed and learned a lot from.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: Malcolm ... What's Malcolm's last name? And Barbara? But he's a physicist out at the plant ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and they're just a great couple and I've enjoyed knowing their children, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. I think you told me a story when we were talking earlier out at your shop about a couple of guys that were going across country. Tell me that story.

MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, one summer, we had a houseboat out at the marina and it was a threesome. It was two guys and a girl from Germany and they were going across the United States and they broke down here in Oak Ridge and they, of course, knew no one, had virtually no money ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all, and so, by us having the houseboat we were able to afford them a place to stay and bought 'em some groceries and stuff. Of course, we always kept plenty of linens and things like that on the boat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MS. GASSAWAY: And so, we took them out to the marina, turned them loose and went by to check on them in a couple of days because we were repairing their car for 'em and he was, one of the men was talking about how refreshing the basin was in the marina, that it reminded him of home it was so good and cool. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: That basin is cold. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Cold, that's true.

MS. GASSAWAY: And all, but they corresponded with us for a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: And ... But I don't know what became of them. One of the guys had relations living up in the Michigan area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: So, but I really, I regret that I lost contact with them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: But it was, it was fun, you know. And I would want someone to do that for my children if they got stranded in a foreign country. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, of course. Of course.
MS. GASSAWAY: And ... But that's what we're put here for is to be helpful.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true. That's true.

MS. GASSAWAY: And all ... And you don't know who you're going to miss if you don't extend a hand.

MR. MCDANIEL: That is true. Well, good. Is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything else you want to mention?
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, I do remember, as a child, out around Florida Avenue, there was a farmers' market out there and an ice place where you could rent lockers to freeze your food.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MS. GASSAWAY: And ... Yes. And then I can remember the roads being nothing but big rocks and all and very few private automobiles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And the way that we had boardwalks ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... to walk on, you know. And you didn't run on 'em when it rained because you'd end up on your fanny if you did. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: They were slick, weren't they?
MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, I mean they were slick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MS. GASSAWAY: And everybody had gardens at that time in the early years, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: And I just had a lot of fun growing up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: I'm sorry that I've lost contact with a lot of people and all, but that is life and I'm glad they've been able to move on and I hope everybody I knew had a good life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, you said earlier, when we first started, that the house y'all moved into on Jefferson, your mother stayed there until she died.

MS. GASSAWAY: That's correct. That's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then your brother took the house.
MS. GASSAWAY: My brother has the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so is he still? He's still got it?

MS. GASSAWAY: He's still living there, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, so it's been in the family ...?

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, through the government years because when they started selling all the houses here in Oak Ridge, the originals ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... the person that was living in that house at that time had the opportunity to buy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right and the ... and they got a, they had a special pricing deal.

MS. GASSAWAY: Oh, yes, they had very good. But because my father deserted my mother ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. They didn't want to let her buy the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: So she went to one of the congressmen, and I'm pretty sure it was Mr. Carroll, and wrote him a letter explaining to him and he went to bat for her and she got the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. But because she was a woman ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... but she was employed at the time with the government.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: They still did not recognize her as the original ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... tenant ... right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: ... person on the lease.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so she got the house in what? '57 or so? Fifty-six? That's when they started selling them.

MS. GASSAWAY: Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-six, '57, right around that time frame.

MS. GASSAWAY: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, when did your ... ? Your father left.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, he left the year I was a senior.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah, so I still had five siblings at home ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: ... that my mother raised by herself, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.No wonder you needed to be helpful to your mother at that point, anyway, so ...

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, you know, if it don't kill you it makes you stronger. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what they tell me.
MS. GASSAWAY: But, you know, you didn't think nothing, anything about it and my mother was a strong-willed woman, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And she didn't let on to us children if that really got to her real bad and all ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, she had you kids to raise.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, she couldn't give ... 

MS. GASSAWAY: Well, she could've gone to the 'poor pitiful me, why did this happen to me with all these children' and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: ... but she didn't and so that made us children be strong, also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, she was a good example for you.

MS. GASSAWAY: And so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was she? You said she was working for the government. Where did she work?
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, she started with McGraw-Hill, who was a subcontractor to AEC at that time, which is DOE now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And, when the contract expired, DOE or AEC absorbed her in to the document department.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: So she had always had a Q clearance because the material she worked on was so sensitive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MS. GASSAWAY: And all ... And she retired from AEC from the TIC division which is the Technical Information Department now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. GASSAWAY: And she retired at 65.

MR. MCDANIEL: So she worked there until she ... until she could retire.
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes. Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good for her. Good for her.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. My mother was a very forward thinking woman, really, too, for the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MS. GASSAWAY: ... and all. And I know she was a huge influence in my life and my brothers', too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, you stayed in Oak Ridge and your brother stayed, the one who's got the house.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did your other brothers stay here or did they move off to different places?

MS. GASSAWAY: All of my brothers except one stayed in Anderson County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. GASSAWAY: Let's see: Three of them stayed in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. GASSAWAY: And then one lives down in Oliver Springs area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And my sister died young.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did she?
MS. GASSAWAY: She was in her early 20s when she passed, but she lived in Oak Ridge until she passed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Until she passed away. Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: Uh-huh. So, I'm fortunate that all of my family lives as close as they do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: And they all have a chance to really, the cousins, to know each other and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Which a lot of families here in Oak Ridge do not have that.

MR. MCDANIEL: They do not. That opportunity, that's true. 

MS. GASSAWAY: No. So ... And I think I value it more because my mother being an only child.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. GASSAWAY: And my father only having one sibling that lived in California ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. GASSAWAY: I really value my family and my family connections.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely. All right. Anything else?
MS. GASSAWAY: I'll think of a million things after I leave.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course you will! (laughter) Of course you will. That's the way it works.

MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah. But I brought some pictures to share with you and all and so I hope someone else can pick up and fill in some spaces I have left blank, too, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, of course, of course. It's unusual to find someone who's been in Oak Ridge as long as you have. I mean, y'all were really, I mean, before ...
MS. GASSAWAY: We were the pioneers.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were. You were. You were an original Oak Ridge family, so ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Your family was, so ...
MS. GASSAWAY: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you for taking time to talk with me. I certainly appreciate it.
MS. GASSAWAY: Well, I appreciate the opportunity, too.
[End of Interview]
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