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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is April 5, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Bobbie Freeman. Bobbie, thank you for taking time to come over and talk with us.

MS. FREEMAN: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, let's, I always like to find out, I always like to start at the very beginning, so tell me where you were born, and raised, and something about your family.

MS. FREEMAN: I was born in Newport, Tennessee, and my family moved here with my dad, to take a job at the Atomic Energy Commission, when I was two, and that was around 1944.

MR. MCDANIEL: So it was during, it was during the war ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when he came here. 

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, yes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What did your dad do?
MS. FREEMAN: He was a courier for AEC.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, and what does, what does that mean?

MS. FREEMAN: Well, he traveled around with all the atomics and he sometimes drove a truck, sometimes flew, so, however they wanted to send him. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: He wasn't one of those guys who took the samples to Los Alamos, was he?

MS. FREEMAN: He took a lot of things a lot of places, but it was secret. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course it was, of course it was. So ... So, you all came here in '44, around '44.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have any brothers or sisters at the time?

MS. FREEMAN: I have a brother, Frank, who's 18 months younger than I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, ok, so he was just, he was just born, just before you all came here.

MS. FREEMAN: Right, right, he was just a baby.

MR. MCDANIEL: But you were born in Newport.
MS. FREEMAN: I was born in Newport.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your dad doing in Newport before he came to work for the Atomic Energy Commission?

MS. FREEMAN: Do not ... He was in the service, and then, was wounded and then, came home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Came, came home.

MS. FREEMAN: I'm not sure exactly what he was doing before he came here but it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he grow up there in Newport.

MS. FREEMAN: He, in, what, a little town in North Carolina, and my mother was from Newport.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok, all right. So, you came here, you were two-years-old, by the time you're old enough to really kind of remember everything, probably, late '40s, Oak Ridge was opening up.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, in '49 they opened the gates. So, tell me about growing up in Oak Ridge. Tell me what you remember about it.

MS. FREEMAN: It was fantastic. I lived in every kind of house. The, that's viable in Oak Ridge throughout my history because you know, they'd move you up according to rank and size of family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: I went to elementary school at Linden and Highland View. Went to school at Robertsville Junior High School and Oak Ridge High School. I was in the first freshman class for the high school.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. I've talked to, I've interviewed a number ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... of people, several people ...
MS. FREEMAN: There was quite, we were quite excited about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, that have mentioned that were first freshman class ...
MS. FREEMAN: (laughs) Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... or were first graduating class ...
MS. FREEMAN: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... at the new high school or the high school, you know, things such as that.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so do you remember anything specific about Linden, or Highland View, about any teachers or ... ?

MS. FREEMAN: Well, Linden, I lived in a U, like, a TDU on Jefferson Avenue. I just remember it being a very big hill, and having to be very careful crossing the street when you got, when you got off, out of a car, or somebody brought you home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: We lived, also, down the street a little bit farther, when I was at Robertsville. We lived a little bit farther down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, down the hill.

MS. FREEMAN: On Jefferson, yeah, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: And then, I also went to Willow Brook ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... for a period of time. So, we, we, we really moved around in Oak Ridge quite a bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was just, you know, like it is now, where you live is where you go to school.

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: According to that, so ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, it was great. It was great. It was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. What do you remember about middle school?

MS. FREEMAN: Middle school was fabulous. I was one of 18 majorettes at Robertsville. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Ok, all right.

MS. FREEMAN: So, that, and we were actually, our eighth grade class was when, was first integrated, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: So that was an interesting period, so, when it was quite interesting and different.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was the early, early '60s ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... I would imagine, wasn't it?

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I mean, do you remember, was there any ... Do you remember your parents talking to you about that or the, or the teachers, or principals talking about that?

MS. FREEMAN: We had, you know, it went very smoothly at Robertsville. And, I know that we had some interesting incidents, you know, with the athletic department, and then, the players from different teams, you know, different schools, would not play us ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: .. if we had black people on our teams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MS. FREEMAN: But it was, it was great. I just remember being in Oak Ridge, and having great opportunity, and great fun, you know. They made it so easy for young people back then, so we didn't, we had a lot of advantages.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, talk about that a little bit, especially, even through high school, as you probably had lots of opportunities, and advantages, that schools around Oak Ridge did not have.

MS. FREEMAN: Right. We did. We had the, like, I think, one of the first language laboratories before even UT had a, we just had a lot of, lot of advantages, and a lot of opportunities, and were encouraged to, you know, to partake of those. Of course, we were surrounded by so many interesting people which made it ... I, coming, my parents coming from the small town, I didn't realize what, you know, how interesting this town was, but, you know, we had so many foreign people here. So, we really had great opportunities. It was, it was really interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about high school a little bit. What do you remember about high school? What were you involved in?

MS. FREEMAN: I loved high school. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good! So this was in the ... ?

MS. FREEMAN: High school was great. I was in the social club, the Sub Debs.

MR. MCDANIEL: The Sub Debs.

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: We had a lot of dancing, a lot of social activities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you have your dances?

MS. FREEMAN: We had them, we could dance, we, we actually got to dance on the tennis courts, under the library ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and at the Wildcat Den, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right.

MS. FREEMAN: My favorite place of all time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. But you would have formal dances at ...
MS. FREEMAN: Oh, yes, we had, in the school cafeteria ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever go to any at the ... What was the name of it? It was above the Oak Terrace.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, goodness, yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MS. FREEMAN: We had to partake of social dancing at, at the Oak Terrace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: And before they closed down the lunch times, we got to leave, and go over, and have hamburgers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: During lunch when we were ... Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MS. FREEMAN: So, that was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what else were you involved in in high school?

MS. FREEMAN: You know, I ... I had that, and I had a lot of, you know, church activities, and those kinds of things, but I, I wasn't really in any formal high school club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MS. FREEMAN: So, I mostly was trying to have some fun. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course. Well, I mean, you know, Oak Ridge is, there's a lot of athletics ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ...you know, a lot ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yes, we did a lot of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a lot of emphasis on ...

MS. FREEMAN: ... intramurals and ... But back then, girls were not encouraged. You got to remember that, that we were not encouraged to be athletic. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure.
MS. FREEMAN: It's true.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, this would have been the late '50s, mid '60s, early '60s?

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you allowed to wear pants?

MS. FREEMAN: No, goodness, no.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or shorts?
MS. FREEMAN: Not even in college. No, no. (laughs) No, no ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: You had to wear dresses?

MS. FREEMAN: We did, we did, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that ... ? I guess that was the ...

MS. FREEMAN: Except for Mrs. Swayze, who was our gym teacher, and she got to wear little ballerina skirts, and so we were quite taken with her. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? 

MS. FREEMAN: (laughs) Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mrs. Swayze.
MS. FREEMAN: Mrs. Swayze. She was quite the wonder woman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was she, was she older or younger?
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, she was ... Well, we thought she was older then. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: But she did come back to one of our reunions, and she looked fabulous, she was like 80 something. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? (laughs)

MS. FREEMAN: She was fantastic. So, we all admired the fact that she got to wear those fabulous little wrap-arounds ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MS. FREEMAN: ... during the day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly.
MS. FREEMAN: That was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, what was the town like? What were some of the things that you did in town? I mean, where did you go and hang out? Or what were some of the things you, you know, participated in, or went to see?
MS. FREEMAN: Well, we had, we went to the Jackson Square pharmacy for sodas, and to meet up with all of our friends. Oh, we mostly did things, you know, in a group, with group activities, like I say, our social club had a lot of slumber parties, and we had a lot of things that we had to do for the community to, to, so...

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of like community service type projects?
MS. FREEMAN: Right, we did a lot of, lot of slumber parties. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, I'm sure.

MS. FREEMAN: My dad traveled every day during the week, so we had a lot of those slumber parties at my house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so he was, so he  ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, mine was the party house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see, I understand. Now, where did, now where did you go and hang out, I mean, as far as, were there restaurants or ... ? I know you said Jackson Square soda shop.
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, we had no restaurants. Shoney’s was the first big, you know, boom, and that was a very exciting thing. And late at night, we had to go to the Blue Circle or whatever it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Yeah, sure.
MS. FREEMAN: We really didn't, you know the drug stores were, basically, you know, what we had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What you did.
MS. FREEMAN: ... at that time. There weren't any real restaurants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was the Snow, now, was the Snow White around ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... at that time?
MS. FREEMAN: That's the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What was ... ?
MS. FREEMAN: That was, the Snow White was the one, not the Blue Circle, it was the Snow White ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The Snow White.
MS. FREEMAN: ... in Oak Ridge, that's right. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: Blue Circle in Knoxville. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. The Snow White was like, kind of burger joint, wasn't it?

MS. FREEMAN: It was. That's where you went if you didn't have any other choices.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I understand. I'm sure it was a good, probably, a hang out.

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, it was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Kids who did have cars, you know ...

MS. FREEMAN: It was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... cruised around.

MS. FREEMAN: It was fun. We did have the DeWabbit.

MR. MCDANIEL: The what?
MS. FREEMAN: The DeWabbit Drive-in

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What was that? Where was that?
MS. FREEMAN: That was a little drive in, just a little, you know, you could, hamburgers, and you just drove around. People circled it to see who was, who was available. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was there, sure.
MS. FREEMAN: (laughs) And who was there. I was the girl who was in the back seat laying down, because I didn't want anybody to see me doing that. (laughter) My friend, Adriane, did run into the DeWabbit one time and hit the side of it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MS. FREEMAN: We were quite the talk of town at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet. 

MS. FREEMAN: It was fun. (laughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, you said you were involved in church activities, as well, and what were some of those things?

MS. FREEMAN: Well, Robertsville Baptist Church ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Baptist church.
MS. FREEMAN: ... where I grew up in and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...

MS. FREEMAN: ... we just did a lot of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The typical ... 

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, typical ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, things.

MS. FREEMAN: ... church activities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: Then we got to take a trip or two, and, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you take any trips from, with the high school? With any high school groups?

MS. FREEMAN: Do you know that I do not remember taking high school trips like they do, did later. I don't remember going, nothing exotic anyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: I don't remember anyway taking ... Oh, we did a lot of bus activities with the championship football teams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: We did get to go on the buses to those games.

MR. MCDANIEL: To those games.

MS. FREEMAN: That was fun, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of a pep club type group.

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, yeah. Got to board those and go. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: So, that was, that was fun. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.

MS. FREEMAN: Because we did win two championships.

MR. MCDANIEL: While you were ... ?
MS. FREEMAN: While I was in high school, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: While you were in high school. 

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So that had to be about '57, '58?
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That era right there, wasn't it?
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, the Jackie Pope pre ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed Jackie Pope.
MS. FREEMAN: Oh, you did?

MR. MCDANIEL: I did.
MS. FREEMAN: He was a couple of years older than I

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. FREEMAN: And it was like, the hero.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was the hero, he was the big man on campus.
MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely. (laughs) The little big man on campus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly, exactly.
MS. FREEMAN: That was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so when you, when you graduated high school, what did you do then?

MS. FREEMAN: I went to East Tennessee State ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: University. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: College, at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And what did you study and ... ?
MS. FREEMAN: Business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why did you end up going there?
MS. FREEMAN: Well, because in the summer, we'd noticed that everybody was going to be leaving town. My friend, Nancy Cooper, and I and we decided that we didn't think we wanted to stay in town. So we decided to look at colleges, and we liked that one because it was pretty and it had a creek running through it, so ...

 MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? It was pretty and it had a creek.

MS. FREEMAN: That's, so that's why we chose Johnson City, and East Tennessee State.

MR. MCDANIEL: We, I have a, I have a high school senior who's making his decision right now where he's going. I don't think the creek has anything to do ...
MS. FREEMAN: He's probably not looking at it in the same light, which I wish I hadn't have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Now, did you graduate from college, or did you just ... ?

MS. FREEMAN: No, two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two years. Ok. And then, what did you do?

MS. FREEMAN: I actually came back, and went to work at the Oak Ridge Mental Health Center, at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So, what, what did you do there?
MS. FREEMAN: I was a receptionist, secretary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about the Oak Ridge Mental Health Center.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, my goodness, it was, like, I mean, I had no idea what a psychiatrist or a psychologist was. I was, like, 19.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: And I went to work there. It was in one of those little apartment buildings and Dr. Jack Burn and, was the director, and he became my second father figure, and I worked there, off and on, for 11 years. Four years after I got married ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and we came back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So ... So, you probably know a little bit of the history about the Oak Ridge Mental Health Center, don't you?

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me, tell me the history of it.

MS. FREEMAN: Well, all I know is when I started work there, they had, you know, just started in that, that apartment building and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was the apartment building?
MS. FREEMAN: It was, you know, I want to say East Tennessee, but I'm not quite sure…
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: … what that address is in words. It's so long since I've been there, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: But Dr. Burn, and Dr. Wactel was the director at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: It was a very interesting job for a 19-year-old.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure it was, I'm sure it was.
MS. FREEMAN: It was great.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was, what, so, I guess, it was just mental health services, typical mental health ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, that's all, that's all that was offered there.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... outpatient.
MS. FREEMAN: Yes, outpatient mental health.

MR. MCDANIEL: Therapy, things such as that.
MS. FREEMAN: Yes, yes. Until they built the new facility.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess working at someplace like that, you have to have a really good sense of keeping things private, don't you?

MS. FREEMAN: You, you know about what is ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Even before HIPAA [Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act] days, you know.

MS. FREEMAN: Such a lesson, I can, to this day, not tell anybody anything that anybody tells me, because it go so ingrained in, you know, in me. But very interesting job. Very interesting people and it was, it was great. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And I would imagine that it, probably back then, had a little bit more of a, of a hush-hush to it than it would today, you know.

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely. You know, we trained a lot of the UT psyche students and so, that's how I met my ex-husband.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's how, how you met your, your husband. Ok.

MS. FREEMAN: It was a great job.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was a UT psyche student.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Came in and saw this young receptionist and said ...

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you are.
MS. FREEMAN: Well, it was, it was really a great job, it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: I loved it.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you stayed there for a few years and then you got married, is that what happened?

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, went to California, and while he was doing his internship, and worked at the Palo Alto VA [Veterans Administration] hospital ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: ...there, and saw Dr. Shumway, and my boss, do the first heart transplant, VA heart transplant, so, it was, it was a great job, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow.
MS. FREEMAN: That was interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what was it like going to California for an East Tennessee girl?
MS. FREEMAN: It was my first really big venture because my dad was very, very protect, overprotective ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he?
MS. FREEMAN: ... you know, it, for me, leaving and going from this area to California was (laughs) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... major stuff. And fabulous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, I understand.

MS. FREEMAN: It was great. I loved it. It was a great area, San Francisco area, Palo Alto, it was, it was great.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long were you there? Four years?
MS. FREEMAN: I was, I was just there for a year, because then, UT psyche students had to come back, and do their dissertation here. You couldn't do it away from the university.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. 

MS. FREEMAN: So, we had to come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you were there a year, and then, you came back.

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you went back to work at the ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Mental Health Center.

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right, all right. And you did that for four more years, is that correct?

MS. FREEMAN: Right, that's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, and then what? Then, then what?

MS. FREEMAN: Then, I had a little boy (laughs) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Well, you had a little boy.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and then, I stayed home ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... took care of him.

MR. MCDANIEL: As many women did then.
MS. FREEMAN: Yes. Back then, we were encouraged to, we were encouraged to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MS. FREEMAN: But it was great. I loved it. It was fun. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, you had how many children do you have?
MS. FREEMAN: Two.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. So you had a little boy, and how long before you had the ...

MS. FREEMAN: Four years later, I had Lindsey, who wrote the book ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: ... about Oak Ridge. Lindsey Freeman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MS. FREEMAN: She's my daughter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. What's the name of the book again.

MS. FREEMAN: Longing for the Bomb. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right, Longing for the Bomb. I didn't know that was your daughter.

MS. FREEMAN: That's my daughter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. So, so, tell me about your life. You had two little kids, were you, I mean, were you still married at this time or ... ?

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, we lived here for four years, and he got his PhD. We moved to Morristown and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: ... and he became the director of Cherokee Mental Health Center there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: Which is now Cherokee Health Systems.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: So ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: Lived there for 23 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you were in Morristown for 23 years.
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow. Wow.

MS. FREEMAN: Then, we moved back to the Knoxville area, and then, back to Oak Ridge because of my mother's illnesses ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: ... so, I came to help her out, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... But you, but you ... Now, how old were your kids when they left Oak Ridge?

MS. FREEMAN: They, my, my daughter was, like, four months old ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and my son turned five in Morristown. He was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... Robert was five, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: So, they were little.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, you know, Morristown, Oak Ridge, what's the big difference?

MS. FREEMAN: A bunch. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I know I kind of said that tongue in cheek, but ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah. It’s like culture shock. You know, I honestly did not, I thought ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And talk about that.

MS. FREEMAN: I thought I came from the small town, until I moved to Morristown, and I realized the difference in small towns. And Oak Ridge is, ... is a small town, but it's a big town ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: ... in it's ideas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MS. FREEMAN: So, it was very, very difficult for me the first year. I just ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. FREEMAN: I think I cried the first year. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, exactly.

MS. FREEMAN: It's, like, very, very different.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, how so?
MS. FREEMAN: Well, wonderful people, wonderful town and, of course, I, you know, I came to love it, but, but things were such, it was, it was all so social there: who you knew, how long you'd lived there, you know, how, you know, if it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Very Southern.
MS. FREEMAN: Yes, very Southern. And I belonged to some ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Almost Georgian.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, my goodness. I was like, I was so used to so many different types of people, and the atmosphere and the, the interests that people had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: And (laughs) it was, it was definitely a culture shock at first.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Oak Ridge, on the other hand, was more ... what?

MS. FREEMAN: Well, it just, it just has a different emphasis, you know, it was much more cultural, much more interest, you know, there, in, I hate to say, I mean, it was just a different atmosphere, you know. That was so much more small town ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... in its ideas, and its presentation, you know, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And Oak Ridge was, Oak Ridge was kind of like the PBS audience. A little more educated ...

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a little more cultured, a little more money, you know.
MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely. And all of, all of those things, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: So, it was, but it, it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And ...
MS. FREEMAN: They were both wonderful in their ways.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. And Oak Ridge, because of the, because of the type of people that came here, that lived here, that worked here, they were a little bit beyond the pettiness of small town politics ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know.
MS. FREEMAN: And the white gloves, and ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, exactly.

MS. FREEMAN: So, I was, it was, it was an interesting time. But, but we did well there, so, it was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: There was, was that, that time, was, there was a great, I know, I know now, in the last 20 years, it was a great influx of the Latino population in, in that area.

MS. FREEMAN: In Morristown? Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And was that the case when you were there?

MS. FREEMAN: More so as we were leaving ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... I think, you know. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: But, but we had, it was, it was interesting, it was interesting time, and we enjoyed it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, so you came back to Oak Ridge, you said, to help take care of your mother ...

MS. FREEMAN: That's correct, that's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... is that what it was? And your mother stayed here. Your mother and father, did they stay here?

MS. FREEMAN: My mother and dad never left. They would have never left Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? They loved it.

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely, (laughs) with a passion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, why so?

MS. FREEMAN: I think they just, you know, settled in here. My mother was, like, you know, a 22-year-old, when she came, and didn't have a clue (laughs) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... coming from Newport, Tennessee. I thank them every day for moving me to Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. FREEMAN: So. Not that there's anything wrong with New... Great people, all my relatives are in Newport.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: But what an opportunity that was, you know. But ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: To be exposed to the world.
MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You get to be ...
MS. FREEMAN: But they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... exposed to the world in Oak Ridge, where you couldn't ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... other places.
MS. FREEMAN: They were not the, 'exposed to the world,' type but they gave me the opportunity, and it was really, I thank them every day. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's one of the things about Oak Ridge, too, being raised in Oak Ridge, that's kind of a common thing with people that I've talked to, is, I mean, you could be exposed to the world and never even leave Oak Ridge.

MS. FREEMAN: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, because of the type of people ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and the opportunities that were here.
MS. FREEMAN: I know when I took tennis lessons from an 80 year old man, I didn't realize, until we were invited, my husband and I were invited to their house, that he was a renowned physicist, and she was some, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... incredibly, worldwide, famous (laughs) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: ... geneticist, or something. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: It was, it was, like, amazing, you know, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MS. FREEMAN: So, I missed that part when I moved.

MR. MCDANIEL: You never knew when you'd be sitting in a restaurant next to a Nobel Prize winner.

MS. FREEMAN: I know, it was, it was fabulous, you know, and how interesting, I mean, we just have an interesting life here.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed a fellow the other day who's been a -- and this is kind of an example of what you're talking about. I grew up in Roane County, Kingston, just down the road, and I was in Boy Scouts for a little while, and I, you know, our big adventure was going to the Smokies, you know, to do an overnight camping trip. Well, this guy led a troop in Oak Ridge and he started talking about things they did, and he says, they went and canoed in Canada. They went and canoed down the river into the Gulf of Mexico. They bicycled trailed the Natchez Trace, you know. It was all these opportunities these kids had.

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, it was, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, that's Oak Ridge.

MS. FREEMAN: It was interesting, yeah. When everybody's talking about fire drills, we were having bomb drills.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, well that's true, that's true. Was there any sense, was there any sense of that, I mean, was there any, so, so you were here in the early '60s ...
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when, you know, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and things such as that. Do you remember any of that?

MS. FREEMAN: You know, I don't remember us having any anxiety at all, because I think we were so used to having this all around us, all the time, you know. I mean, I wasn't aware of anybody thinking that anything could possibly happen to us. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: You know, until we got old enough to realize where we were. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ... did you really know what was going on in Oak Ridge ...
MS. FREEMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when you were growing up here?

MS. FREEMAN: Not really. I mean, we knew it was important, and we knew there was a lot of important people, and we understood what happened, you know, with the bomb and everything, but, but other than that, you know, the importance of it was not, not something we, I think, we all thought about a whole lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: High school life was much more important to you, at that point ... 

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, high school was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know.

MS. FREEMAN: ... tremendous in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, being, being a teenager ...

MS. FREEMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... was much more important ...

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MS. FREEMAN: ... than worrying about what was doing ...
MS. FREEMAN: And, honestly ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... they were doing over at the Ridge.

MS. FREEMAN: ... it was, like, Utopia for young people in Oak Ridge. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: I mean, some, some upper classmen, for his reunion, wrote, I think, a long essay about Utopia, and growing up in Oak Ridge, and it was. It was exatly like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was exactly like that.
MS. FREEMAN: Seriously. It was fabulous. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good. So, so, you ... So you were in Morristown for, what did you say, 21 years.

MS. FREEMAN: Twenty-three.

MR. MCDANIEL: Twenty-three years. Then you came back to Oak Ridge.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, by now did you have an ex-husband?

MS. FREEMAN: I had an ex-husband.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, you had an ex-husband. 

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You came back to Oak Ridge to help take care of your mother.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And she, when was that?
MS. FREEMAN: Oh, you know, it's about 15 years ago, actually. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: I actually worked for a friend of mine at her, she had a pre-school in Knoxville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: ... and so, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... I did some other things, though, in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: I was back and forth from Knoxville to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: To Oak Ridge, right, right, right.

MS. FREEMAN: I actually bought a house, and remodeled it over there, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. FREEMAN: So I was kind of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... like I've always been, if you lived in Oak Ridge, you were always in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah, of course, yeah, exactly.

MS. FREEMAN: I mean, I, you know, I don't, I don't ever really, almost don't separate the two ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: ... because we did everything in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.

MS. FREEMAN: As they still do.

MR. MCDANIEL: As they, as we still ...
MS. FREEMAN:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... as we Oak Ridgers still do.

MS. FREEMAN: Seriously.

MR. MCDANIEL: Still do.
MS. FREEMAN: It, it's amazing.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, especially now, since there's no place to shop.

MS. FREEMAN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's a different story.
MS. FREEMAN: Yeah, and there's Turkey Creek. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: There's Turkey Creek. So ... Now, is your mother still living?

MS. FREEMAN: No, she passed away October before last.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. And your father, when did he pass away?
MS. FREEMAN: He was 67 years old when he passed away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: So, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. FREEMAN: Since he was quite young.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. But he worked for DOE [Department of Energy] until he retired?

MS. FREEMAN: He worked for AEC...

MR. MCDANIEL: AEC.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and then, well, I guess, they did call it DOE.

MR. MCDANIEL: DOE, after that, right. So, so what did he do over the course of his career? I know he was a courier at first, and then what did he do later on?
MS. FREEMAN: I think he remained a courier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: Yes. He was a, he loved driving those big trucks, and he loved his, his fellow ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... employees, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: So he, he had an interesting life, too, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And there were always interesting things coming out, coming in and going out of Oak Ridge.

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, and we never knew what an interesting life he led, because we didn't know a lot about it, at that time, you know, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course.

MS. FREEMAN: ... but a lot of things happened to him on the road. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he, was he able to tell you about any of those?

MS. FREEMAN: Later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Later, ok. Probably not too specific, but, you know, kind of general.

MS. FREEMAN: There were some incidents. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, I understand, I understand. Well, talk about your, talk about your daughter, Lindsey, and her book.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, my goodness, my daughter ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me ...
MS. FREEMAN: ... is fabulous.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... tell me about that.

MS. FREEMAN: She never spent, we left Oak Ridge when she was three months old ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... so she never, ever had, she was never living, actually, in Oak Ridge, but we would visit my, you know, my parents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: But, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, she spent time in Oak Ridge, you know.

MS. FREEMAN: But not ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Not a lot.
MS. FREEMAN: ... you know, enough, because she was gone to school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... and then, she lived in New, she lived in DC for, and worked at some fabulous place there, and then she went to grad school in New York City, so she was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. FREEMAN: ... gone a lot, but ... And, all of a sudden, we find out, for her dissertation, and she's doing this interesting thing on Oak Ridge. We had no idea.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, her book was, was her dissertation?
MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or the beginning.

MS. FREEMAN: The beginning, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And what was it about? I've not read it, but, what's, what's it about? What's it like?

MS. FREEMAN: Actually, well, she's a sociologist ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: ... so, professor, so it's a real different take, and how it effected the people of Oak Ridge, and it's just a, actually, she calls it the Oak Ridgeisms.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. FREEMAN: Which I'm part of, and I'm very guilty, because once we start talking about it, I'm so like, bragging about it. (laughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, that's fine, that's not a problem.

MS. FREEMAN: So it's a very, very interesting, it's very, actually, very well-written, interesting book, and I learned a lot. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MS. FREEMAN: But my contribution was not intellectual. It was that I was the first woman at the Mental Health Center to wear a pantsuit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh is that ... ?
MS. FREEMAN: So, I have my own page, and my own paragraph. So.

MR. MCDANIEL: And when was that?
MS. FREEMAN: It was a long ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sixties?
MS. FREEMAN: ... it was a long time ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, well, I mean I guess you get away with it. I bet there was lots of pantsuits being in Oak Ridge before ...

MS. FREEMAN: Well, that was just the beginning of when women could wear pants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. FREEMAN: So, I was the breakthrough at the Mental Health Center. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: At the Mental Health Center. My goodness.

MS. FREEMAN: It was yellow.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, there you go, there you go. Well, is there anything I've not asked you about, or that you'd like to talk about?

MS. FREEMAN: Well, I, honestly, growing up in Oak Ridge was, was just, it was a wonderful experience, and you, I had no idea, until I'd moved away, you know, how, how ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How wonderful.
MS. FREEMAN: How wonderful we really had it here, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Were there any specific people that had an impact on you, that you can remember?

MS. FREEMAN: There were a lot of people. The teachers were really, you know, pretty fabulous. Bill Lewis, the band and English teacher, was just, he was just incredible. My seventh grade teacher was fabulous. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MS. FREEMAN: But it was just, it was really, really, really a great experience, and what an opportunity for kids growing up in Oak Ridge. It was really, really nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you didn't really, like you said, you really didn't know how good you had it, until you went someplace else.

MS. FREEMAN: No, and we were all safe back then, you know. We got to go anywhere, do anything, walk anywhere, nobody locked their houses, nobody, you know, it was just ... And they may, I think because we were part of the government employed, they wanted to make sure people were happy, so that they stayed in Oak Ridge, so they really afforded us a lot of opportunities ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And activities.
MS. FREEMAN: ... wanting to make sure that the young people were, were happy and, and that, yeah, it was, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: ... really, really fabulous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Because there's not hardly anything worse than an unhappy teenager.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, my goodness.

MR. MCDANIEL: Unless it's an unhappy mama ...

MS. FREEMAN: I don't remember ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know.

MS. FREEMAN: (laughs) I wouldn't. I don't remember being an unhappy teenager. I don't have any of those high school hits that a lot of people had. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I've got two, two sons that are both in high school right now.

MS. FREEMAN: Oh, that's fantastic.

MR. MCDANIEL: But they're, they're, I mean, they love Oak Ridge. I mean, they love going to Oak Ridge High School.

MS. FREEMAN: Well, you know what that's like.

MR. MCDANIEL: Even now, you know. So ...

MS. FREEMAN: It's fab, yes. That's great.

MR. MCDANIEL: Got lots of opportunities.

MS. FREEMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anything else?

MS. FREEMAN: I can't think of anything. I just, I've enjoyed my life here. I did not expect to end back up here at this point.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. FREEMAN: But, I'm back and forth to Knoxville, and hooked up with my old college romance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. FREEMAN: My first, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Well there you go.
MS. FREEMAN: We're just, it's been a lot of fun for the last six years, so ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well good.

MS. FREEMAN: ... it's just, it's a great life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well good.

MS. FREEMAN: Fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, great. Well, thank you so much for talking to me. I appreciate it.
MS. FREEMAN: You're so welcome. Thank you.
[End of Interview]
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