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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 9, 2016, and I'm at my studio here and we just got finished talk, talking with Mr. Ralph Ford and now, Mrs. Ford, Frances Ford, his wife, is going to talk and she's going to give us some more details on the highlights that he mentioned. But, Mrs. Ford, thank you for taking time to talk with us.

MRS. FORD: Well, my pleasure.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Let's do, let's start from the beginning with you, too. Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MRS. FORD: Well, I was born in Clanton, Alabama, which is in Chilton County, where, if you happen to be going down between Birmingham and Montgomery, stop at the Peach Park. (laughter) I like to put in a plug for that. But I was born in Clanton, and my mother and daddy, and had one sister. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. FORD: Went to Chilton County High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year were you born?

MRS. FORD: I was born in 1924, the last day of May in 1924.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right in the middle of the Depression.

MRS. FORD: Right, you're right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right in the middle of the Depression. What did your father do for a living?

MRS. FORD: My father took care of the city water supply.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he? Ok.

MRS. FORD: Filters and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: And my mother was just a homemaker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. And you said you had a sister?

MRS. FORD: I had a sister 19 months older than me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how big was this town?

MRS. FORD: Oh, it ... As Ralph used to say, he took a picture going, as we got there and a picture as we left. (laughter) Very small.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very small, right.
MRS. FORD: It was a town and they moved the boundaries and it became a city. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok, all right. What was the main attraction of that town? I mean, why was it settled in the first place?

MRS. FORD: Well, it's the center of Alabama, and it was a county seat, but farmland and close to the Coosa River, which they made into lakes later. My  mother was born where the river was and then, they moved and sold the land where they backed up and made the lakes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Made the lakes, Ok. Ok. So, so you went to ... So, you grew up there ...

MRS. FORD: I grew up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... in Alabama.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And would you consider yourself a country girl or ... ?

MRS. FORD: I was really a town girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: Town girl. Ok.
MRS. FORD: I was in walking distance of the schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. FORD: And the little town.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you didn't grow up on a farm, you just lived in town there.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. And your dad had a, even during the Depression, I guess, he had a steady job.

MRS. FORD: He did for a while and then, politics entered it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yes.
MRS. FORD: And he lost his job and was without work for a while and then he worked on the highways for the State of Alabama.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. FORD: My grandmother and grandfather had a huge garden and cows and my grandfather owned property, had money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: So we didn't suffer too badly, but we knew the Depression.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure, everybody, everybody did to some degree. So, now, did your, did your grandfather live close to you? 

MRS. FORD: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: About a block away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: And my mother's three brothers lived within the same block.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: So it was a family place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. FORD: In fact, my grandfather gave, built a house for my mother and daddy when they got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: And, in turn, for the other children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so you graduated high school. What year did you graduate high school?

MRS. FORD: I graduated in 1942 and, I'll have to say, I was valedictorian and president of the Beta Club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you go.

MRS. FORD: But I did not get to go to college.

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't?
MRS. FORD: I did not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: My mother died two weeks after I graduated ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, goodness.

MRS. FORD: ... and I went to work in Childersburg, and met Ralph in Sylacauga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, in Sylacauga.

MRS. FORD: So, I graduated from high school the year he graduated from college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. So, there's not that much age difference between you, four or five years, something like that. So, you met him at a dance, is that right?
MRS. FORD: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me, tell me about that.
MRS. FORD: USO Club there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: ... and we'd, we'd go there and dance and it was couples break and I liked his smile. I don't know what he liked about me, but he took me home from the dance that night. (laughter) And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you mean, 'couples break'? What does that mean?

MRS. FORD: Well, they play a music and then stop the music, and whoever you're dancing with, you turn loose and somebody else grabs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MRS. FORD: Yeah. That's couples break and you end up with different couples dancing with ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Different people.
MRS. FORD: ... different people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. FORD: All part of the USO learning to be friendly, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. Now, so, this was the '40s, so what kind of dancing were you doing back then?
MRS. FORD: Ballroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ballroom dancing?
MRS. FORD: Ballroom dancing.

MR. MCDANIEL: There wasn't any of this jitterbug or anything?
MRS. FORD: There's a little jitterbug later. (laughter) But Ralph and I did ballroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you, really? Ok.
MRS. FORD: And we, we can still ballroom dance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So ... So, you liked his smile and he took you home from the dance and the rest is history, is that right?

MRS. FORD: Right. We dated for a while, but my sister's married her sweetheart, who was in the Air Force, and, well, I was alone and Ralph was alone so we dated for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, so you dated for a while, then you got married.

MRS. FORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did you live when you got married?
MRS. FORD: We lived in Sylacauga. We had a garage apartment first, and then moved into what they call, well, I don't know what they called it, but they built duplexes for the defense workers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. FORD: ... and we got a two-bedroom then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. FORD: Then, when he moved to Oak Ridge, I stayed with my sister. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. FORD: I could not come with him at first.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. FORD: We got a, you could only get a three-day pass until you got a house? So, he got a three-day pass and we got one night in the Guest House, it was full for the rest of the time. (laughs) What amazes me, it was, one night in the Guest House only cost two dollars.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. FORD: But, as a couple, we did spend, that was in, I think, the last of April of 1944.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... So, so he came on to Oak Ridge.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then, you came up and followed. Did he have a place?
MRS. FORD: The first house we got was on Hollywood Circle, a duplex.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was it?

MRS. FORD: Hollywood Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Hollywood Circle.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know where that is.

MRS. FORD: It's off of Highland.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: Over above Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. FORD: It was a duplex and quite a few young couples were there, expecting children. Then, when he left in '47, when the work was terminated, and we were gone about three months, I stayed with my sister ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. FORD: ... and her husband in Florida. He was in the Air Force. We could not find a house long enough for him to find a job or a job to find a house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. FORD: So, he was called back here, as he said, his daddy said, "If you can give them a house, they'll be there right away." And we ended up on Poplar Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me that story. He didn't go into much detail on that, so, so he left Oak Ridge ...

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and went ... ?
MRS. FORD: He was back and forth to Alabama ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right.

MRS. FORD: ... and Florida to see us, and looking for a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Looking for a job.
MRS. FORD: He had a, he taught two weeks at one time, filling in for a teacher in Virginia. We stayed with his sister, but we had two children and we needed a house.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so, so when they ... When they needed more people to come, three months later, when they got this work ...

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and they needed people, they had called trying to find him.

MRS. FORD: They called, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they called his father.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. FORD: In Virginia.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Virginia, trying to find him, because they didn't know where he was.

MRS. FORD: Right. (laughter) We didn't have an address at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... And his father said, "Well, if you can offer him a house, he'll be there." Is that what it was?

MRS. FORD: That's right, we got a house, two-bedroom house on Poplar.

MR. MCDANIEL: On Poplar.
MRS. FORD: With him on shift work, we had our third child, and the baby was in the room where he had to sleep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, goodness.
MRS. FORD: So, he kept checking in, wanting a larger house.  I think they finally got tired of him and said, "If you'll find your house in Woodland, you can have it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? That's ...
MRS. FORD: So, we got the four-bedroom in Woodland and had our fourth child in Woodland.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's how that happened? That's how that happened. He was working shift work.

MRS. FORD: Shift work all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he work shift work until he became a supervisor or ... ?
MRS. FORD: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Because I had a fellow in here, couple of weeks ago, who worked at K-25 for 36 years, and he said he worked shift work until, like, the last couple of years he worked. So ...

MRS. FORD: Toward the end, Ralph was on day shift, but he was on shift work a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: A long, long time. I bet that was hard, wasn't it?
MRS. FORD: I think it was harder on him, maybe, than me. I don't know. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... I understand. So y'all, so you ended up in a house in the, in Woodland.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And by this time, you had four kids, so, and Ralph was working, so, what did you do besides run after four kids? 

MRS. FORD: Well, I mostly ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What was life like in Oak Ridge?

MRS. FORD: Well, I was active in the school, as room mothers and all. We went to the ball games. The, they'd have, usually have an annual swimming party at the Oak Ridge pool after it opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: So, we went to the pool and the balls games and had, just, I just had homework.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just family stuff.
MRS. FORD: We did attend First Baptist Church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... But, it was just like, it was just like normal stuff that you do when you have kids in the community, right?

MRS. FORD: Right. I did not know anything about what he was doing. (laughs) As he said one time, when I wanted to go to the American Museum after it opened, said, "You wouldn't understand it anyway." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, give her some credit. She might figure, understand it.

MRS. FORD: But I did get to go later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, now were you involved in other, any other activities besides your kids, I mean, any clubs or anything like that?

MRS. FORD: Bridge club. 

MR. MCDANIEL: What?
MRS. FORD: Bridge. We belonged to Bridge Club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right. Did you bowl any?

MRS. FORD: No, I did not.

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't? The ... You were mentioning earlier that your all's life was a little different because there were so many young people that had really active social lives.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: But when you came, you all were married, so it was a little different. Tell me, talk about that a little bit.

MRS. FORD: Well, we were married and expecting a baby. Most of the people around us were young married couples also expecting babies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. FORD: The month our first was born, they said at least a hundred were born in Oak Ridge Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. FORD: (laughs) Yeah ... I was only there, I checked in 24 minutes before our baby was born.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Wow. Who delivered your baby?

MRS. FORD: Dr. O'Connor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Dr. O'Connor, ok.

MRS. FORD: He delivered all four of our children and some of our grandchildren.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So, but there was a big community of young families in Oak Ridge, too.

MRS. FORD: Oh, yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like in your community, where you lived, I mean, your neighborhood?

MRS. FORD: Oh, it, there, well, we didn't have older relatives, you know, grandparents or parents there, so we talked with each other, visited with each other, and helped each other. It was a very community-type ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. FORD: ... of helping each other because we would even babysit for each other, you know, at times, or help out.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I know, I know young, young parents sometimes have questions that, you know, they feel like they have no idea what they're doing.

MRS. FORD: You're right. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And it's good to have somebody to talk to about it. And most people would go to parents or grandparents.

MRS. FORD: Right. We did not have telephones then.

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't?
MRS. FORD: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh ... 

MRS. FORD: There was one phone in each neighborhood. But for them to have the phone, they had to agree that they would keep in contact with the neighborhood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. FORD: And, one time, when I was expecting a baby, was in the hospital, Ralph had gone home. They had to call and get the neighbor to go tell him to come on back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. FORD: When Ralph's mother got sick, his daddy called that number, which he had, and they had to tell Ralph to call back his daddy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. FORD: But during the war, we, we learned to do without.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... Yeah, what was it like, a lot of things were rationed during that time.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. Tell me about what you did without, what you could get, what you couldn't get.

MRS. FORD: Well, since we had the two children, '44 and '46, we could use their stamps, too. When gas rationing time came, I probably shouldn't tell all this, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right.

MRS. FORD: ... my grandfather had a farm and he was entitled to extra gas coupons for tractors and so forth. If we wanted to go visit in Alabama, we saved our coupons from Oak Ridge and would go ...

MR. MCDANIEL: To get there.

MRS. FORD: ... almost there and then, use the ones they had mailed us to get there and start back with. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: They're not going to come after you now for that.

MRS. FORD: Not this late, I don't believe. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't think they would.
MRS. FORD: But we learned, and I'll, one time we heard that A&P had a shipment of meat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: So a friend and I headed down there and stood in line.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. FORD: Even to get in a movie back then, you had to stand in line to get in a movie.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So, it, so there were things that were hard to get in Oak Ridge?

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, and you had to stand in line for it.

MRS. FORD: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did, was there anything that you just really needed, that you couldn't get, that you had to be creative about?

MRS. FORD: Well, soap was also rationed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Soap?
MRS. FORD: Soap. So we saved any bacon grease, any grease we had. A friend who lived close to us on Hollywood Circle would get it to her mother in Virginia and she would make us homemade soap, and that was what we used for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: With grease?
MRS. FORD: With grease.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. FORD: With lye, I think it was. I'm not exactly sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. FORD: But we made out and we all shared.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. FORD: Young, all young couples along there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. FORD: Then, of course, there were a lot of single people who went dancing at the tennis courts and all. Although Ralph and I went dancing at the tennis courts also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you, did you?
MRS. FORD: And Grove Center. We enjoy dancing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Even though you're Baptists ... 

MRS. FORD: Oh, yes! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you enjoyed dancing, so ... 

MRS. FORD: I grew up dancing, even when I was in high school, though, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. FORD: ... my mother would chaperone the dances.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course, of course (laughter) Well, the ... And I imagine the neighborhoods also were a great place because there were lots of young kids.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: A little later on.

MRS. FORD: Yeah, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did they do, I mean, what, tell me about what your kids would do? I mean, I've heard stories about, you know, they take off, especially in the summer, they'd take off in the morning and you wouldn't see them 'til dinner time, sometimes.

MRS. FORD: Well, that was ... I was, we moved to Knoxville in, I think it was 19- ... Just before they sold the homes here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. FORD: But while it was still, during the war time and everything, you know, in Oak Ridge, you had to have permit, a pass to get in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure.
MRS. FORD: The children played outside, but our children did not grow up in Oak Ridge. They grew up more toward Fountain City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? So when did you move, leave Oak Ridge?
MRS. FORD: I think we left in February of '55. I'm not sure about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, which was, which was ... '55 and '56 is when the houses went on ...

MRS. FORD: We bought a house that had been a summer house. It was a log house on three and a half acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really. Ok.
MRS. FORD: So, but our children grew up there playing ball and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so you ...
MRS. FORD: …had a big neighborhood.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you lived there while your kids were growing up.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: So, we've moved around quite a bit, but we've been back in Oak Ridge, in the same house on Outer Drive now for 30 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's what I was about to ask. After ... after your husband retired?

MRS. FORD: After he retired, we moved to a farm in Alabama. He had always wanted a farm. He'd always wanted a tractor, so he got a farm, got a tractor. (laughter) He got it stuck in the lake two times there on the farm. He wanted a pick-up truck, he got a pick-up truck.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. FORD: He wanted to sell real estate, so he got a real estate license and sold real estate a little while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. FORD: In the meantime, I got allergic to perfume and could not go out in a crowd. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? My goodness.

MRS. FORD: We would come back to visit in Tennessee and I'd be so much better.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really. So, how long were you in Alabama?
MRS. FORD: We were there about five or six years. Then we sold the farm and came back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Came back to Oak Ridge.
MRS. FORD: ... to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thirty years ago.
MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oak Ridge, they say, is a good place for your, for your golden years.

MRS. FORD: I say, people might leave Oak Ridge, but they come back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that is, that is true, that is true. So, what have y'all been involved with the last 30 years in Oak Ridge? I mean, what have you ... ?

MRS. FORD: Helping to raise children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. FORD: Grandchildren, not children but grandchildren and great grandchildren.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. FORD: We've been very active in our family's life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. FORD: We've got 19, four children, 19 grandchildren and 38 great-grandchildren and two great-greats. They live in Texas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. FORD: But we've helped look after ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. FORD: ... grandchildren, great-grandchildren.

MR. MCDANIEL: How many of your four kids live around here?

MRS. FORD: One lives in Oak Ridge and one lives in Karns.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: And another one in Atlanta and one in Texas.

MR. MCDANIEL: One in Texas, Ok. So you've got two of them that are fairly close that, you know, you can see on a regular basis.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, all those grandkids and great-grandkids.

MRS. FORD: And both of them had worked at the plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: So, when they got with their daddy, it was always about Y-12 and I got left out again. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course, well, my goodness. Now, you said you were members of First Baptist Church, you were active there throughout the years?

MRS. FORD: Not overly active, but active ...

MR. MCDANIEL: While you were there.
MRS. FORD: ... we'd take the children, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Let's see, what else. What else you want to talk about?

MRS. FORD: Well, I was going to tell you, I ... As the children grew up, I had spare time and I wanted to do something. So I took a short course at Knoxville Business College in shorthand and typing, and I got offered a job as secretary to the Dean of Admissions and Records at UT [University of Tennessee] ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: ... while his secretary was on medical leave. When she came back, then I stayed there and worked during school time and took summers off. I just worked part-time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. FORD: Then, later, got offered a job full time as my children got college age.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure, exactly.

MRS. FORD: So, I made a lot of friends there, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you worked at UT for how long, then?
MRS. FORD: Off and on, 14 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. And in that same department?
MRS. FORD: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: Well, and part of the time, in readmissions and part of the time in admissions.

MR. MCDANIEL: In admissions, right, and readmissions. So, what is it, what is it you did, mostly, there?

MRS. FORD: I -- clerical work and secretarial work. I ended up checking for graduation for College of Education and Education. College of Liberal Arts and Education.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you'd make sure that they, that these students had all the requirements to graduate?

MRS. FORD: Right, and we had to, if they didn't make it, we had to call them that night and tell them they didn't make it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow!
MRS. FORD: One night, I got home at three o'clock, four o'clock the next morning because we had to make sure everybody was ready.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure. I mean, this was, like, a day before graduation?

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness.
MRS. FORD: And be there again during graduation.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet there were, there were some disappointed young people ...

MRS. FORD: There were.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... weren't there?
MRS. FORD: And parents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure, I'm sure, I'm sure. So, well, you enjoyed working at UT, didn't you?

MRS. FORD: I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was different, I mean, it was ... it was different than what you were probably used to.

MRS. FORD: It was (coughs) then when I had to leave UT, I actually missed talking with the students, even though at times it wasn't good news ... but I missed it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure ... Well, there's something about being around a college campus with young people full of life and dreams, isn't it? Something about that, huh? Well, what else, what else you want to talk about? What else you want to tell me about?

MRS. FORD: I don't have much else to talk about. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I'm sure there are things, you know, growing up, your kids growing up around here and you being in Oak Ridge and I'm sure there's some, you've got some stories.

MRS. FORD: Oh, I have a lot, but it's mostly to do with family, really.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand.
MRS. FORD: I would say we weren't really active in community life because we did leave Oak Ridge a while ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MRS. FORD: ... off and on, but we always came back and enjoyed seeing people that we had known when we first came here in 1944.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. And I guess there was probably a lot of people still here, or a number of people.

MRS. FORD: Well, I think there's one couple that came up from Sylacauga about the time we did. I'll have to say, most, Ralph and I have been, indeed, blessed that we're still together and with all of this big family the Lord has blessed us. We've had serious illnesses ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. FORD: ... but not any deaths.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. FORD: So, we have been blessed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MRS. FORD: Each time I thought I would like to do volunteering, I was needed in the family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? I understand. Well, you've got a huge family.
MRS. FORD: We do.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, I'm sure that, any spare time that you have can go to them.

MRS. FORD: Ralph always liked to garden so, (laughs) I learned to can. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's good.

MRS. FORD: I was more, I guess you'd say, a housewife.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. FORD: Homemaker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's the most important job in the world ...

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... raising kids, is what I say, so ... Now, what did he tell you about his job?

MRS. FORD: He did not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. FORD: I did not know what he was doing. Signs everywhere in Oak Ridge was, you do not tell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. FORD: If anyone knew that it had been discussed, they would have to report you. So I didn't know anything they did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that kind of scary when you first came to Oak Ridge? I mean, did that, was that, startled you?

MRS. FORD: Yes, but (laughs) I was very young ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. FORD: ... immature, I guess you'd say, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. FORD: So, I accepted life as it came, you know. Whatever happened, it happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't know enough to know, did you? (laughter)

MRS. FORD: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand. Now, how old were you when you got married?
MRS. FORD: I was 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were 18. Ok. And your husband was 22, 23, something like that?

MRS. FORD: He was, he was 22 and a week later became 23.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yesterday, you said yesterday was your wedding anniversary.

MRS. FORD: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: How many years?
MRS. FORD: Seventy-three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Seventy-three years.
MRS. FORD: I started to say, 'wonderful,' but let's just leave it, '73 years'. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: You know what they say, they say, "I've been happily married for 15 years. I've been married for 20, but I've been happily married for 15." (laughter) All right, well, if there's nothing else you want to talk about or tell me about, then ...
MRS. FORD: Well, we have a very loving family. We had a reunion in the fellowship hall of First Baptist Church on Ralph's 90th birthday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. FORD: I think there were only about 60-something there for that. Now, if we had a reunion, and everyone was there, including spouses, I think there would be about 88.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Wow.

MRS. FORD: So, we have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a, that's a legacy, isn't it?

MRS. FORD: It is. It is.

MR. MCDANIEL: It really is.

MRS. FORD: It, more or less, started here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, congratulations to both of you.

MRS. FORD: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: And we hope you have many more anniversaries together. So, you got to make it to 80, don't you?

MRS. FORD: (laughs) Let's get to 75 first.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go, get to 75. That's just a couple of more years, you can do that.

MRS. FORD: Well, one of our great-grandchildren said Ralph was going to live until a hundred. I thought, Oh, my, that's four more years. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's like you got to put up with him for four more years.

MRS. FORD: That's right. So, we're making it, and we've even graduated, if you know it, to an F house ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, have you?
MRS. FORD: ... in Oak Ridge on Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. FORD: And it has been added to, so we have plenty of room if they want to come back to see us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well good. All right, well, thank you very much. I appreciate it.

MRS. FORD: Thank you.
[End of Interview]
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