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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel, and today is April 20, 2016. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Keys Fillauer. Keys, thank you for taking time to come by and talk with us, I appreciate.
MR. FILLAUER: My pleasure, glad to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, let's ... You've been around Oak Ridge a long time, and been involved in the community in various positions, but before we get that, why don't you start with, tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MR. FILLAUER: Thank you, again, for this opportunity. I was born in Cleveland, Tennessee. I attended Arnold Elementary School, and Arnold Junior High School, and graduated from Bradley Central High School. My parents were very, both very active in the community. My father was an attorney, and served two terms as mayor of Cleveland, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MR. FILLAUER: As long, as well as did my grandfather ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. FILLAUER: ... who was also mayor of Cleveland, Tennessee. I'll just share with you a story about my grandfather, and his being mayor, and this might be the reason that I moved into education. I guess, maybe, I felt like I needed to learn a little bit more. I was in the first grade, and my grandfather was mayor of Cleveland at that time, and the teacher, we were talking about people in the community, and the teacher said to the class, "Who is the mayor of Cleveland, Tennessee?" Well, I think she was attempting -- as I look back these many years -- to play into my hands. Of course, I raised my hand, and she called on me, and she said, "Keys, please tell us who the mayor of Cleveland, Tennessee, is." And, without hesitation, and very proudly, I said, "Thomas Jefferson." (laughter) So, at that point in time, maybe, that was the impetus that I needed to move forward in my education.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what grade was that?

MR. FILLAUER: I was in the first grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, in the first grade.

MR. FILLAUER: First grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that made as much sense as your grandfather, didn't it?
MR. FILLAUER: Yes, it did, it did to me. So, having great ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have brothers and sisters?
MR. FILLAUER: I have one sister, who still lives in Cleveland at this time. Tragically, I lost a sister, and a brother, early on in their lives.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. FILLAUER: I think that, too, as I watched my parents handle those tragic situations, it, as years went on, and I faced difficulties in my life, I look back on the strength that they had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... at that time, and that gave me the strength that I needed. I called upon that to give me the strength that I needed to get through some difficult situations, as well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But a great place to grow up, very supportive parents, very community-minded individuals. Just another background story: My father was actually a college roommate with former governor Frank Clement.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: Those who know the history of Tennessee, know Frank Clement was an interesting individual in the state's history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: He and my father were roommates when they both attended Cumberland Law School, at the time in Lebanon, Tennessee. Since, Cumberland Law School has moved to Samford University in Birmingham.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: But that's where my father met him, and I would go on trips, occasionally. The first airplane ride that I ever took was from Chattanooga to Nashville with my father, to go met with the governor. Actually, my father was offered a position in Governor Clements' cabinet. I don't remember any discussion, as a child, around whether or not he was going to do it, but I know, I do remember that it was taking place. I remember one day, both my dad and my mom coming in saying, “Your father's decided not to take this job in Nashville,” which I was thankful for that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... because I probably thought, in my mind, I was going to have to move to Nashville, and I didn't want to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: So, very, again, very civic-minded, and I think that led me, in my future years, to, to have that gene also ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... of involvement. So, I left Cleveland and didn't go too far. I went to the University of Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: It, at that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that, was that, at that time, was it UT [University of Tennessee] Chattanooga, or just University of Chattanooga?
MR. FILLAUER: For those who were there, and it was, it was the University of Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: In fact, I graduated in August of 1968. My class was the last graduating class from the University of Chattanooga. The next year, it became the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and my graduating class, since we were the last one, had the distinction of being given two diplomas, one that said, "The University of Chattanooga," one that said, "The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Those of us who went during that time, those that I've made friends with, or that are still friends today, we still say we're University of Chattanooga graduates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I would say you probably are. I mean, absolutely, that's legitimate right there.

MR. FILLAUER: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, you graduated in '68. What did you study in college?

MR. FILLAUER: Well, I went to college not really knowing exactly what I wanted to do. I, I think, sometimes people who go, in the end know, just say, well, I'm going to start in business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Because that can, kind of, take you anywhere you want to go. So I said, I'm going to start in business. My father, as I said, who was an attorney, I'm sure, to this day, would've been so proud, had I gone on to law school, and come back, and gone into his practice with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: However, he never once said, that's what you need to do, that's what you're going to do. He said, “Go to college, get a good education, and the rest will take care of itself.” So, I did that. Mid-way (laughs) through my freshman year ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Not long.

MR. FILLAUER: No, it didn't take me long. I realized that this just wasn't for me. I was never, and will admit this, to this day, never a good math student, so, math and business kind of went a little hand-in-hand ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and that just wasn't going to be my place. So, I, I was always interested, because of the background of my family, always interested in history, government, and thought, well, I'll, I'm going to move in that direction. So, I changed, and I moved in a direction of history, and political science.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: At the start of my sophomore year, I was taking a class with Dr. Tyler Deerhoy, and taking history class. And he kind of became my mentor, and helped guide me through many of the history elements that I was taking. I still stay in touch with him to this day. The first time it, it, we were going to have a conference, I contacted him and said, "I'm scheduled to meet with you," and he said, "Great, I've got you on my calendar. We'll meet at the gym," which I thought was kind of strange, that we'd be meeting at the gym.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: He said, "Come dressed to play some basketball." And I thought, this is even stranger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you play basketball in high school?

MR. FILLAUER: I did in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Were you good?

MR. FILLAUER: (laughs) I guess you'd have to ask those people who were around me. I'll tell you a story about that in just a minute.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right, that's fine.
MR. FILLAUER: Come back to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Good, good.
MR. FILLAUER: But he said, "We'll meet at the gym." I showed up. He had played basketball at the University of Richmond.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we played one-on-one, and had our conference. That was the first of many conferences that we had in the gym.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: But he was just a great individual. He had a very, very strong impact on me, to move forward in that area. He just, kind of, off the cuff, one time said, "You know," he said, "with your personality, and your interests, and so forth, you'd be good in education." Never thought about that. So, I kind of, listened to him and, as we can say, the rest of that is history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But back to my basketball ... attributes. In 1962, I was a junior at -- would that've been my junior ... ? No, that'd been my sophomore year, my sophomore year at Bradley County High School. Oak Ridge went on to win the boy's state championship that year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Led by Kenny Campbell, and Bud Defenderfer, and some of those, and they had a great team. That year, we were one of two teams to beat them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: At Bradley County. Now, when we returned to Oak Ridge, we weren't quite as fortunate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But I know, kind of, out of the blue, a couple or so years ago, D. Ray Smith, was doing a historical article ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... on that team. He mentioned that one of the team members of the Bradley County team was me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was you.
MR. FILLAUER: So, that raised my stock as a basketball player ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet it did.
MR. FILLAUER: ... tremendously.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it did. Since we're there, let's talk, since we're there, you're still in high school. Was Bradley County, was it integrated, or was it integrated while you were going to school? Do you remember?

MR. FILLAUER: My senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Your senior year. Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: My senior year it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that would be '63, '64?
MR. FILLAUER: '64, correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: '64?
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, it became integrated then.
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember much about that? I mean, do you remember, was it a big deal or ... ? Or not?
MR. FILLAUER: It wasn't big, really a big deal, at all. To the best of my memories, it... we, accepted it, as we should have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I do know there were some incidents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But nothing that made the newspaper headlines, or anything, and things went smoothly. I think part of the reason that happened smoothly, was a number of us, during the summertime, played on American Legion baseball teams, and so, you did stuff like that, and were friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you're already, kind of, integrated in that ...
MR. FILLAUER: Right, we're already integrated, and so, when they came into our school, it wasn't really such a big deal to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was there a black high school?

MR. FILLAUER: There was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so ...
MR. FILLAUER: Yes, there was. College Hill, was the name of that school, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. Ok, well, good. So, you're, you're in college, you're, you've been, it's been suggested you might want to go into education, or at least think about that, and so, did you, did you finish with your history degree, and what happened after that?

MR. FILLAUER: Yes, I had a degree in history, and a degree in political science.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I had another event that occurred my junior year, that, kind of, even a little bit more transitioned into where I went as a career. I was working in the intramural department as an assistant, assistant, assistant, assistant to the intramural director. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: The go-fer. But I enjoyed doing that, because I had played sports all my high school career, and loved being around sports. I digress again, but just things that come to my mind.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, that's fine.
MR. FILLAUER: We were signing up for intramural soccer. I had never played soccer in my entire life, but I said, "Sure, I'll sign up." (laughter) Our first game was against the international students.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that ... ? Oh, gosh!
MR. FILLAUER: Yes, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It probably was like this game between Oak Ridge, and Anderson County this week that, Oak Ridge won 40 to one, or something like that.

MR. FILLAUER: It was, I had bruises up and down both shins. I, you know, I thought you were supposed to run up, and down the entire field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I didn't realize there were ... So, that was my experience. I went back to the person in, or the fraternity that I was in, that was coordinating it, I said, "Don't ever ask me to do this again." (laughter) He said, "The games will get easier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... just stick with it." But anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, no, well, back then, I mean, soccer really wasn't ...
MR. FILLAUER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a popular sport in the U.S.
MR. FILLAUER: No, it was not.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, not like it is now.
MR. FILLAUER: No, absolutely, absolutely not. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, so ...
MR. FILLAUER: So ... Of course, you know, we didn't know the rules. We just went out there, and started kicking.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was probably more like rugby than soccer.
MR. FILLAUER: A lot, a lot, well, or at least I felt like it. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: But anyway, mid-way through my junior year, the person that was heading up the intramural department left. The athletic director, who was overseeing all of ... that was part of the athletic department as well -- came to me and said, "We're not going to hire somebody to finish the rest of the intramural season, would you do it?" 

MR. MCDANIEL: Hmmm...
MR. FILLAUER: That's kind of the way I was. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I said, "What?" He said, "Would you finish out ... you've done a great job, the intramural director said of all the assistant, assistant's, assistant's, if we were going to do that, he would pick me to do that." Felt certainly very flattered, so I did, and that piqued my interest into coaching ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: … by being involved. So, putting that with my interest in government, and political science, then, I fused them together, and that's the direction I went in, and graduated instead with a degree in political science ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and history. Well, the start of my senior year, I needed to have a job. I knew that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we had a great placement office on campus. Any time there was an interview posted with a school system coming in to do recruitment ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... I signed up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I can remember, my father called me, and said, "Well, how are things going?" I said, "Great Dad, I've got an interview with the Los Angeles School District." He said, "What?" (laughter) I said, "Yes, and tomorrow, I've got one with a school district in Pennsylvania." And he just couldn't understand why I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wanting ...
MR. FILLAUER: ... doing all these interviews.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: He said, "Well have you interviewed with the Cleveland School District?" 

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course. (laughs)

MR. FILLAUER: And I said, "No," I said, you know, "it's good experience for me to have these interviews, and just hope that I'll find a job." So, Gil Scarbrough came upon the scene, as the interviewer for the Oak Ridge schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: He did the interviewing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, who was Gil?

MR. FILLAUER: Gil was, at that time, worked in the Central Office ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... in personnel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Now, it would be human resources. He had been a band director at Oak Ridge High School, and then some other administrative positions, and then moved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... on to Central Office in that position.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, he interviewed me. I didn't hear anything back for, probably, couple of months. Then, I got a phone call from him that said, "Would you come to Oak Ridge, and meet with some principals there?" So, I did. I met with Wallace Spray, who was the principal at Jefferson, at that time, Junior High. I met with George Bond, who was principal at Robertsville, at that time. I had a great interview, met with some other people in the administrative office, and then, finished the interview, and went back to Chattanooga. Well, again, I'll go back a little bit. Driving to, I never, I had been to Oak Ridge to play basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, but you came on a bus.
MR. FILLAUER: But I was riding on a bus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: I wasn't paying any attention.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I'm driving to Oak Ridge. I think, at that point in time I probably may have come up Highway 11, through Lenoir City, and then come in the back way over Melton Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, there's that sign, right there, if you recall, at the bridge, that says, Welcome to Oak Ridge. Well, I said, I'm here. I kept driving, and driving, and driving.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I said, you know, am I lost, what have I done? I mean, I didn't have a cell phone at that time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and there wasn't anywhere to call, so I just kept driving and finally, did find the, where I needed to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: But I finished that interview, and two weeks later, at seven forty-five, I remember it like it was yesterday, I was sound asleep, and my phone rang, in my apartment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Seven forty-five in the morning, obviously.

MR. FILLAUER: Seven forty-five in the morning.

MR. MCDANIEL: Obviously. (laughter)

MR. FILLAUER: It was George Bond.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: From Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And he said, "I have a job for you. I'd like for you to teach ninth grade civics, and eighth grade geography, and do some coaching." I said, "Well, that, that's great," I said, "What would you like me to coach?" He said, "Football, basketball and track." (laughter) I said, "Ok."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: "Ok, that's, I'll do it. I can do it, I can do it." So, I said, "When do you want me to be there?" He said, "Teachers report on the 28th." Which was, as best I remember, a Monday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I said, "I'll be there."

MR. MCDANIEL: August, 28th.
MR. FILLAUER: In August, in August.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I think, at that point in time, school didn't start until after ...

MR. MCDANIEL: After Labor Day.
MR. FILLAUER: Labor Day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, since I graduated in August, I graduated August 26th, which was a Saturday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. FILLAUER: I was in Oak Ridge on the 28th, ready to begin teacher in-service. I had no place to live, but I had a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I was excited. I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were you single, or were you married?

MR. FILLAUER: I was, no, I was single

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.

MR. FILLAUER: I was single. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Which probably was a good thing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... at that point in time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: So, went to Robertsville, first two people I met, the first was Winston Russell, and the second was Canton Napier. Canton Napier was social studies teacher, Canton said, "I've been assigned to you, to show you the ropes, and make you feel welcome to Oak Ridge." And Winston said, "You and I'll be coaching together." He said, "I'm the head football coach, you're my assistant." He said, "You'll be the ninth grade boys' basketball coach, and I'll coach the eighth grade boys, and I'm the head track coach, and you'll be my assistant."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I felt good about football, and basketball, I played both of those. I had no clue about track. I learned a lot about track from Winston Russell..

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, those were two great first-time friends. Of course, Winston and I are still friends today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were they much older than you, or ... ?

MR. FILLAUER: Canton was, yeah. I was 21-years-old ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... when I came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: Winston was probably, he's, I think, four years older than I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, so not really.
MR. FILLAUER: Not really. And Canton was about eight years older.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so they were, I mean, they were both ...

MR. FILLAUER: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... in their 20s ...
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, they, so, it's close enough ...
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... to where ...

MR. FILLAUER: Yeah, so, it was close. So, I went to work. Drove in, and went to work. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: I left work and found a place to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: First apartment was in the Brick Apartments, over by, Downtown area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: I lived there for three months, and said, “I'm not going to live here anymore.” That reminds me of my first six months living in the brick dorm at University of Chattanooga.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I left there and found another apartment to live in and that was the start of my career.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was in August of 1968.

MR. FILLAUER: '68.

MR. MCDANIEL: '68. Ok, well, good, well, good ... Let's, let's continue on there. Tell, well, while we're there ...

MR. FILLAUER: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... let's talk, what were your impressions of Oak Ridge? I mean, you, like you said, the only time you'd been here was to play ball.

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you know very much about Oak Ridge to begin with? And, what were your first impressions of the, of the town, of the people, of the, the school system? I mean, you know, the first ...

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, first year or two.
MR. FILLAUER: I knew about Oak Ridge. Not as much I thought I did, historically speaking. I knew of Oak Ridge's role, historically. (laughs) I will have to go ahead, I guess, since this is going to be forever ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Might as well ...

MR. FILLAUER: ... I'll go ahead, might as well go ahead and admit this: I probably lived in Oak Ridge, well, let me back up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... just a little bit. When I came to Oak Ridge, I went to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I coached pretty much year 'round until the summer got here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: Coached, ate supper, and it was time to go home, and pretty close to be in bed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. You were busy.
MR. FILLAUER: So during the week, I was a busy person. I got a little more adventuresome on the weekends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: It was probably six years before I ever got to the museum ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: ... where I began to learn more about the community in which I lived. I (laughs) I have to say, what were my first impressions? This is a big city. Because driving from west to east, I, it was a long trip.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: So, that was a first impression, "This must be a huge city." I didn't realize it was huge, maybe, by land ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... but not by population, or so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I met a lot of great people. I was made to feel professionally welcome in the school district. I hadn't done my homework about the Oak Ridge schools. I learned about their role, historically, and how they functioned during the time of the gates still being up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I knew about that. But, as the first few years went on, I learned that I was a very lucky person to have found a job in the Oak Ridge district. 

MR. MCDANIEL: It was, it was, you know, I know it's almost impossible today, to ... Because everybody, when there's a job opening in Oak Ridge, everybody applies. But, back then, was it, do you know, was it that way then or, or did they just go out looking for what they thought were the top prospects for teaching?

MR. FILLAUER: I think Oak Ridge, and still today, Oak Ridge's foundation as a school district was based on -- and this goes back to General Groves telling Dr. Blankenship, "Start this school district and find the best people that you can."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: "I want the best people here." That was a directive that stays with the Oak Ridge district today, and was certainly present at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, it's interesting, and I say this to people when I talk about Oak Ridge school systems, and, course, you know more about it than I do, but here's an example of ... excellence in the, in the, the faculty at Oak Ridge schools. We've got a band director at one of the middle schools who has a doctorate. 

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You don't, you don't see that ...
MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, so ... (laughs)

MR. FILLAUER: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, so, you don't really see that very often.

MR. FILLAUER: When I came to Oak Ridge, that first year, there were 16 teachers that either came the year I did, or had come the year before ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... I came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we had a nucleus of really new teachers to that school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, and that was just in Robertsville.

MR. FILLAUER: And that was just in Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. How many students did you have about then? Do you remember?

MR. FILLAUER: Oh, we were probably right at 900.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Right in that area, at that time.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, ok, all right. Anyway, go ahead, continue on.
MR. FILLAUER: That teaching staff stayed together until retirement time, for the most part.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that ...
MR. FILLAUER: We lost a few here and there whose husbands, or wives transferred, or whatever, to another city, but for the most part, we stayed together until retirement. And we're talking from at least 25 to 35 years of teaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who were some of those teachers?
MR. FILLAUER: Go back again, course, Winston Russell, Canton Napier, Jane Grossbeck, now. Alice Miller.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Mary Jane Harnid, Ronita Boyd, Bob Aird.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Edith Cruze, and I know I'm leaving some out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. That's ok, that's all right.

MR. FILLAUER: But it was very interesting, Jane Grossbeck had a Christmas party, and this past Christmas, and invited those people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. FILLAUER: It had a good turn out. But the best turn out that we had, and in an unfortunate, with the passing of Tom Hayes, who I had worked for as principal at Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: When he passed, we had a great collection of those staff members that were there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... under difficult circumstances, to say the least, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But, it was still good to see everybody.

MR. FILLAUER: ... some reminiscing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... about how fortunate we were those times. I asked them, we were standing there talking, and I said, "What if we, what if they called us, and would like for us to go, come back, and work for half a year? How many would you like to do that?" I didn't see any hands raised. I think they felt like they had enjoyed their time, they were outstanding teachers, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They had done, they had done it.

MR. FILLAUER: They had done it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: And didn't want to back up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... wanted to keep moving forward.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But it was a great staff. Certainly I owe a lot to George Bond. He took a chance by hiring me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: He was a great principal. I'll share a funny story about him. I was coaching basketball, we were playing in the district tournament, district championship, at Oak Ridge High School, against Lenoir City, and the game was down to the wire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is this, this was the middle school, this was Robertsville.

MR. FILLAUER: Well, the junior high, then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Junior high.
MR. FILLAUER: We were ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, junior high.

MR. FILLAUER: ... seven, eight and nine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: .... at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: So we were playing Lenoir City, game was down to the wire and, for some reason, with about nine seconds left, Lenoir City had the ball, and we fouled. If, for those who've been in the, what I call the old gym, now, at Oak Ridge High School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... at one end, there were concrete bleachers. So, that's where we, Lenoir City, was shooting, at that basket. We were up by one point. Lenoir City's going to get two shots.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two shots.

MR. FILLAUER: The crowd, it's a large crowd. District ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... championship. The Lenoir City player shoots, and misses, and we get the rebound.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And the official comes running in, blows his whistle, and says, "We're going to shoot again. We're going to shoot again." And I, course, get up. Well, I'm up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I don't get up, I'm up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're up.

MR. FILLAUER: ... and I get the official over, and I said, "What is, what is going on?" He said, "We're going to shoot again. Interference." And I said, "Interference by whom, or how was that?" He said, "There was a person that stood up out of the bleachers, and was waving, and yelling, and screaming right in front of the goal, and I'm going to let him shoot again." I said, "You're kidding me." I said, "Have you ever been to a Duke game, or seen the Duke crazies?" And this was back in the, this was back in the '70s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: And he kind of gave me that glare, and I thought, Well I better just be quiet right here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER:  ... because it could get worse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So they shoot again, makes it. Shoots a second one, makes it. We lose by a point.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Game's over. We don't have time to get it down the floor and so on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: The next, this was on a Saturday night. Monday morning, George Bond calls me to his office. (laughter) I go in, or I sit down, the secretary says, "He's got a student in there, just a minute, and he'll call you in." So, he does, and there's a student, little seventh grader, sitting there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: Mr. Bond had these big bushy eyebrows that, when he got irritated, those eyebrows would (laughter) just bounce up and down. He looked at me, he said, "Coach," he said, "do you see this young man right here?" I said, "Yes, sir." He said, "He's the one that cost you the game." (laughter) So, I'm thinking, how did he, from Saturday to Monday morning, come up with this?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: How did he know this? He said, "I, I just, I know it is, I found out, I did my investigation, and this is the young man." He said, "I just wanted you to know that, and I want you to know, I've got his papers for transfer to Lenoir City ready." (laughter) And that poor kid is just terrified.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, I'm sure, I'm sure.

MR. FILLAUER: He said, "If he likes Lenoir City that much to cost us the ballgame, I'm just going to send him over there."

MR. MCDANIEL: How funny.
MR. FILLAUER: So, he tells the young man to just go wait out in the office, and asked me to stay. He leans up on his desk, and he gets that big smile, and he says, "I think we got him, don't you?" (laughter) And I said, "Mr. Bond," I said, "You scared me to death," and, I said, "I believe you made a point with that young man." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's hilarious ...
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... that's great ...
MR. FILLAUER: But he was, he was just that type of, of principal. Winston Russell and I, we had wooden backboards ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... in the Robertsville gym, when I came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: We'd go to these, -- nobody had wooden backboards. This is Oak Ridge, and we've got wooden backboards. And we kept saying to Mr. Bond, "We've got to do something better," and he said, "Well, at least they're rectangle." I said, "Mr. Bond, we go to all these other schools that we're playing, they have these nice glass backboards."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I said, "We don't want to put them everywhere, we just want the main goals to be ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ...glass backboards." He never said anything. So, he left and went on a conference. Now, this is back in the day, when regulations of buying, and so forth, weren't as stringent as they are today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, he left, and Winston and I ordered two. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And put them on the athletic account. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Got the maintenance people to get down, come down there, and put them up before Mr. Bond got back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Got back? Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, again, Monday morning, we go to our mailboxes, and there was a little note in our mailbox. This is the way he always did it. It would always say, "See me. G.B." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Winston and I both had them. We looked at each other, he said, "We better go now." So, we go in and sit down in his office, and he gives us that look. He says, "Well, you boys have been up to something while I've been gone." (laughter) We said, "Well, what do you ... ?" He said, "Don't play games with me," he said, "I saw those glass backboards down there." He said, "How'd you get them put up?" We said, "Well, Mr. Bond, we just called the maintenance department." He said, "Well, I'm going to let you call the maintenance department, because I can't get them to come on that quick a notice to do something for me." He said, "Oh, and, by the way, I found out how much they cost." And he said, "I will be deducting that percentage amount from each paycheck until you guys have paid for them." (laughter) We said, "Well, Ok." So, we left and we thought he was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Serious.
MR. FILLAUER:  ... serious.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, yeah, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: So, that, end of the day, we checked our mailboxes at the end of the day. There was a note in there, to both of us, from Mr. Bond that said, "I have re-calculated, and based on the amount of money that you're making, I felt some sympathy for you, and I realized that you would not have money to do anything for the next six months. So I have rescinded that, and will pay for them." Which he was going to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MR. FILLAUER: ... he was going to do that anyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, he was.
MR. FILLAUER: But, once again, he had us right where he needed us.

MR. MCDANIEL: That is funny. That is funny. But, he knew what was going on all the time, didn't he?

MR. FILLAUER: He knew what was going on all the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long was he was he principal there, while you were teaching? You came in '68?

MR. FILLAUER: '68. Gosh, I'm going to be off, probably, here on my dates.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I probably worked for about... well, probably, 10 to 12 years, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: For him?
MR. FILLAUER: For him.

MR. MCDANIEL: For him, right.
MR. FILLAUER: Then, Bill Burris ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... came in as principal. Dr. Burris then moved to the superintendent's office, as assistant superintendent, and Tom Hayes came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tom Hayes.

MR. FILLAUER: And worked for Tom for the remainder of my career.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... When you first came, talk about facilities just a little bit. You mentioned that a little bit. But at Robertsville, like you said, it was a junior high, it was seventh, eighth, and ninth grade.

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What were the facilities? Are they, are they like they are now, or is, is it, I mean, had it been built on to when you came? I mean, you know, because we got the old gym over there. They say that's part of the original Robertsville, but everything else is newer.

MR. FILLAUER: Right. The gymnasium that we played in was a self-standing facility.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: You walked under a covered walkway, down the hill to that facility.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: It was stand-alone. The auditorium, where the auditorium is today, was the original gymnasium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. FILLAUER: They turned that into the auditorium. But that was, that had already occurred ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That had already occurred.

MR. FILLAUER: ... when I came. The additions, of course, had been the new gymnasium, which is now attached to the main building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: New wing of classrooms, and that occurred prior to moving the sixth grade, and the fifth grade ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see.
MR. FILLAUER: ... up to the middle school, and then, the ninth grade going on to the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that, when they did that? When they turned them into middle schools, from junior highs?
MR. FILLAUER: I was promoted that year to the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, were you?
MR. FILLAUER: I went with the ninth grade ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... because that's what I taught was the ninth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, that would have been 1996.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so it was recent.
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, you know, so ...
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, but you taught, so, you taught at Robertsville for 18 years?
MR. FILLAUER: Twenty-seven.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, 27. My math is wrong. I'm as good at math as you are. But anyway, so 27 years at Robertsville.

MR. FILLAUER: Twenty-seven years at Robertsville, and four at Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was, what was Jim Hayes, I'm sorry, Tom Hayes, what was he, what was like?

MR. FILLAUER: Tom was a great principal. I had, again, I had just good fortune to work with great administrators. Tom was, Tom was a principal that was, I asked him once if he ever went home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. FILLAUER: He was there all the time, on the weekends, extremely well-prepared, knowledgeable of the curriculum, worked hands-on with staff members. Very soft-spoken, though. You very rarely ever heard Tom raise his voice at anyone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. FILLAUER: He just had that demeanor where you knew when he wasn't happy, and you knew when he was, most of the time, you ... Tom was a practical joker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was he?
MR. FILLAUER: Oh, yeah. Tom liked to, liked to really get you, get under you ... and was doing well at that. Very, very much involved with the student population. He probably -- and I don't know this for a fact, but I would bet -- he probably knew every kid's name in that school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. FILLAUER: And, when he would walk down the hall, he would speak to them, and ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Call them by name.
MR. FILLAUER: ... call them by name, call them by name. 

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. FILLAUER: He was amazing individual. Did a lot for the staff. Gave the staff a lot of freedom in how they taught, as long as they got the job done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: As long as they were there, and as long as they were, their number one priority was kids, then he was going be on their side.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I had the opportunity -- and this is something I think, too, that in my teaching career, was one of those ah-ha moments. When I first started, I was teaching ninth grade, U.S. government, and eighth grade geography. I did that for about three years, and I went to Mr. Bond and I said, "You know, I'd like to try something a little bit different. I'd like to see us develop a curriculum that would solely focus on civics and government for ninth grade kids." So, with Mr. Bond's help and later on, with the support of the other administrators, I was given the opportunity to write a curriculum for civics, and started the civics class ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and made some changes. My biggest regret with that, Canton Napier at Robertsville, and Jerry Lynn, who was the guidance counselor at the high school when I went, both kept telling me to do this, and I didn't listen to them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I should've written a book ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... but I didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I should have written a book, but I, I didn't. So, but I did get that curriculum developed, and, as a result of that, the civics classes for ninth graders expanded. Expanded to the point of, every class period I taught civics ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... except for one class period was my planning, and one class period, I taught an eighth grade P.E. class, so Winston could have his planning period.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. (cough) Excuse me ...
MR. FILLAUER: That, that eventually changed, too ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... where I taught civics across the board. The class grew, not only to be able to have that number of classes, but they soon became double classes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: So, I had to find someone to work with me. Initially, we had two double classes, and then, the rest of the day I had single classes. And that first person was Sam Wheeler.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Sam Wheeler was the typing teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: Great typing teacher. That was back when we had typing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... in the school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, he came in, he said, “You just tell me what you need me to do,” and we had a great working relationship. He really helped me get the program going. Then, it continued to grow and now, we needed somebody because we had double classes throughout the day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, Lynn Berky was doing his student teaching at Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And, make a long story short, he was interested in coaching as well, so, he came to Robertsville, and he and I began team teaching civics together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: He worked with me vol -- on a volunteer basis, coaching the freshmen basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Later on, when ... We didn't have girls' basketball then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: When we started girls' basketball, he became the girls' basketball coach and he's still coaching today, girls' basketball, in Middle Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: What, about what years what that, when girls' basketball started? About?

MR. FILLAUER: Oh, gosh, funny story there, as I'm contemplating, trying to figure out the year. Teen Purrier was the female P.E. [Physical Education] teacher]
MR. MCDANIEL: Who, what was her name?
MR. FILLAUER: Teen, T-E-E-N, Purrier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: She came to me, and she said, "Guess what? After your basketball season's over, we're going to start a girls' basketball team, and you're going to help me." (laughter) I said, "Ok."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: That was mid-'70s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, mid-'70s.

MR. FILLAUER: Mid- to late-'70s. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we put together a team, and played in a tournament. Won two games in the tournament, actually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And that was my career of coaching girls' basketball ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it really?
MR. FILLAUER: ... right there. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that back when they had three and three?

MR. FILLAUER: Yes, it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: They'd have three, you couldn't cross center court, you know.

MR. FILLAUER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... 

MR. FILLAUER: And I, and, of course, in high school, at Bradley County High School, one of the best girls' basketball coaches, by the name of Jim Smitty, was just a wizard at three-on-three ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right, right.

MR. FILLAUER: ... basketball ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So I'd seen it…
MR. MCDANIEL: You'd seen it.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and I knew about it. But that was my coaching career in girls' basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two years.
MR. FILLAUER: Two years, two games.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two games, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, actually, three games. We won two, and lost one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Lost one.
MR. FILLAUER: So, actually, three games. (laughter) So, the class began to grow, the civics class, and it became just part of my life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: It was a class that the curriculum allowed me to do a lot of hands-on stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: And ... and when you say, 'civics,' what did that include? I mean, government?

MR. FILLAUER: We called it, instead of civics, I adopted the name, 'The Civics Community.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: From the day the students came in, we did things that, hopefully, would prepare them for being a more effective citizen in the community in which they lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Which would bring to them an understanding of how the branches of government operated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: For example, in the study of the judicial department, after we'd learned about how it operated, then the kids became lawyers, and we set up a moot court, and they tried cases. Now, the cases were not criminal cases.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: We would take issues, such as, let's say, corporal punishment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: And one of the attorneys, one group -- the defense attorneys -- would take one side. The prosecuting attorneys, would take the other side.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: They would have to gather so many pieces of evidence. They could actually call witnesses. It, this was a great community activity, because they would reach out to people in the community, and bring them in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: We would have a jury, made up of their peers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... that would render a verdict. We would have a judge. We'd set up the, some risers, and put some tables up for the judges' bench, and the witness stand, and we did this, and when they finished, it not only gave them a little better understanding of that process, but they learned a lot about a lot of different issues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we did that. We moved throughout the year, we moved into personal finance, where we learned how to write a check, and do income tax, open a bank account, write, put together a budget.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: We centered in on advertising, and how that effected the consumer, and then, we finished the year with a unit which we called, "Atlantis."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I took that project from the person I talked about earlier on, Dr. Deerhoy, as a project he did in college.

MR. MCDANIEL: In college, right.
MR. FILLAUER: And I transcribed that a little bit to fit ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A high school, I mean, a ninth grader, yeah.

MR. FILLAUER: Ninth grader. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: Atlantis was the new continent that suddenly appeared -- or reappeared -- and kids represented different countries who had gone to this island, and claimed it. They had to work together to set up a government, and kind of a, we did it in the form of a model U.N. [United Nations].
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, that took us from learning about ourselves, and our home community to, maybe, issues that face other countries around the world, that come back and have an impact on us here in the United States.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. FILLAUER: So, I love teaching...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that curriculum still being used? Do you know?
MR. FILLAUER: No, unfortunately, not. But I'll ... that's kind of a little sore spot with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: The state, in their wisdom, decided that our -- and this is a good thing, but -- the state decided that our students needed a half-year of personal finance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, I tried to explain to them that in the curriculum I was using, we got that. Let's extend this, and not break it up, but they didn't listen to me, and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MR. FILLAUER: Now, we have personal finance, and we're back to just U.S. government.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: And, now, remember when I make this next statement, I'm saying this as a history and government major.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I was bored to death sometimes in some of those classes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: Not so much, maybe, by the subject matter, but by the person who was delivering the subject matter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: I made a promise to myself, the first day I walked into a classroom, the subject matter is going to be presented in a very relevant way, but it's not going to be in a way that I present it in a boring manner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: And, I think, that added to the success of my classes. Probably, to this day, I would still be doing that had ... My parents both became ill, kind of, at the same time, and I was, even though I have a sister that still lived there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... I found myself going back and forth. I suddenly came to the point where I realized, I'm not doing a good job in the classroom ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and I'm not doing what I should be doing with my parents. So, I had 31 years, and I said, this is, maybe, just something that tells me it's time, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... I, I re ... And, I don't use the word, 'retired.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I use the word, 're-directed.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I re-directed myself, and spent more time with my parents, which was the right thing to do because, within a year and a half, they had, were both deceased.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I got to have that time with them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But, had it not been for that, I'd still probably be in the classroom today. My wife asked me, not long ago, she said, "When your tenure on the Board of Education ends ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ...maybe you should substitute teach." I kind of gave her that, kind of, strange look and, you know, kind of, pushed it off to the side. But, the more I've thought about it, (laughter) I might consider doing it, but I'd be very selective.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: I'd be very selective on what I picked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you might also, you might, it might be the kind of thing where if, you know, if a teacher's going to be out for an extended ...

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... amount of time, rather than go in for a day or two, you know.

MR. FILLAUER: Right, right. I can't really accomplish anything in a day or two.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. You know, but, but anyway... All right, so, so, before, I want to talk to you about your Board of Education experience, how that came about. But, you mentioned your wife. When you first came here, you were single. How long were you single? Where did you meet your wife? Was she from here? Tell me that story.
MR. FILLAUER: My wife is from here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Yes, and I will say this if you tell me this will be being recorded forevermore.
MR. MCDANIEL: It is.
MR. FILLAUER: In July of this year, my wife and I'll be celebrating our 30th wedding anniversary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, that was one of the pluses. Another one of the pluses of coming to Oak Ridge.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I met her in Oak Ridge. We have another plus in my life, one son, Parks Fillauer. You say, that's a strange name. Your first name is Keys, his name is Parks. I better explain that real quick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I was going to ask you about that.

MR. FILLAUER: Keys is my grandmother's maiden name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: I'm actually, William Keys Fillauer II. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: My father is William Keys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Keys.

MR. FILLAUER: ... Fillauer. My mother was afraid they would call me, "Bill, Junior." They called my father, 'Bill.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, she, in her wisdom, when I was born said, "He will be forevermore known as Keys."

MR. MCDANIEL: Keys, there you go.
MR. FILLAUER: Parks is my mother's maiden name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right.

MR. FILLAUER: So, and it was also the middle name of my brother, who I lost.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But, his first name was John, and he went by, John, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: John. Ok, I see.
MR. FILLAUER: So, my son is a first-year graduate student at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: He is working, in the process of getting his PhD in clinical psychology.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: He hopes to work either in a veterans hospital, or with law enforcement in some way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: So that was certainly two of the top benefits for being in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did your, did your, was your wife in education, or what did ... ? Did she work, I mean, outside the home somewhere?

MR. FILLAUER: She and her mother operated a fashion store in Oak Ridge called, Four Oak Fashions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Originally, they were in the Four Oaks Center, and moved from there to the Downtown shopping area. Then, when that started its path to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Whatever it is.
MR. FILLAUER: ... whatever it is, they moved to Manhattan Place, and worked there until they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Closed.
MR. FILLAUER: ... closed their shop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, Ok, all right. All right, so, so you were, you’re ... Re-directed. 

MR. FILLAUER: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were about 52, or so when you re-directed, is that correct?
MR. FILLAUER: That's close, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-two, 53, something like that.

MR. FILLAUER: Three, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you'd worked 31 years in the school system so you could, you could do that. And, but now, you're on the Board of Education. Tell me a little bit about that. Tell me, how did that come about and how, you know, about your campaign, and how long you've been on the board.

MR. FILLAUER: Well, soon after I re-directed…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: …and, during the process of my going back, and forth to Cleveland, I, my neighbor down the street, John Smith ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... who served on the Board of Education at that time, called me and said, "I need to talk to you for a minute." So, I said, "Come on down." We went out and sat on my front porch, and he said, "We're going to have an opening on the Board of Education. Barbara Phelps, who is currently on the board, her husband is being reassigned, and they're moving to Europe ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: " ... so her term of one year is available. And, we can't appoint someone, we have to have, there has to be a special election ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: "Would you be interested?" And he gave, went on to tell me, "Oh, you know, we meet once a month ... " (laughter) and, you know, this and that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: So, I said, "Well, let me think about it." So, I'm sure they probably had planned this, but the next day, my phone rang and it was Ann McNeese.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Who was then chairman of the Board of Education. She went through the same scenario, "Would you be interested in running?" So, I thought about it and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what year was this?
MR. FILLAUER: Oh, gosh, 2001.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: 2001. So, I did think about it. As I tell people today, when they ask me how long have you been involved in education, I always go back to that first grade ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... story. So, for a long time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Your whole life.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I thought about it, and I said, you know, this, this is what I'm about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I'll just see it from a different perspective.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I agreed to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I ran. Never, had never run for an office before. My, had one opponent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Angie Agle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Current member of the Board of Education.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, she and I ran for that term. I was victorious to serve that one year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Which I did. So, at the end of that year, I said, "You know, I'm just really getting my feet wet. I'm learning. I'd like to extend this." So, I ran again. There were two seats open at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, Angie ran again, and she and I were both elected.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long are the terms?

MR. FILLAUER: Four, terms are four years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Four years, ok. And is the board, it's how many, seven, is it seven members of the board?

MR. FILLAUER: Five members.

MR. MCDANIEL: Five members of the board. And are they at-large? I mean ...
MR. FILLAUER: That was not always the case ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... but it is now and when I ran, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was.
MR. FILLAUER: ... the case, at-large. So, I ran, as I said, and was elected. Four years went by, and I decided, I believe I'll do it again. (laughter) Well, and I ran and got elected and, during the course of that term, is when we had Charter revisions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: One of the Charter revisions was to change the election, local election time frame, so it would match the national election in November.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, because of that change, that four-year term got extended a year and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: So, I had a term that, actually, served about five and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Charter revision, was that a city, or a state thing, or federal?

MR. FILLAUER: It was city.

MR. MCDANIEL: City, City Charter.
MR. FILLAUER: City Charter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah. So, I did that. At the end of that term, I wasn't real sure, really then, what I wanted to do. I had gotten involved in some state-level educational things I was very interested in, so I decided to do it again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: I ran again, so I'm in that term now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and that term ends in November, 2016.

MR. MCDANIEL: Are you going to run again? Don't know?
MR. FILLAUER: Not sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Never say, "Never," right? (laughs)

MR. FILLAUER: Never say, "Never," until it's time to say, "Never." (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of like me and my film festival, I have it, this'll make my thirteenth year, and every year, when it's over, I'm like, I'm never doing that again. Nobody appreciates me, you know, all this hard work, I don't get paid anything for it, and then, of course, I'm back at it again the next year, you know.
MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: I understand what it's like. (laughter) Speaking of nobody appreciating you, what is it, what's it like to serve on the Board of Education? I mean, what, what's, what're some of the, the greatest moments, you feel like, you've had, and then, what are some of the most challenging moments you've had?

MR. FILLAUER: Well...

MR. MCDANIEL: Over the course of the last 15 years.

MR. FILLAUER: The greatest moments, probably, are the days that I walk into our schools, and go into the classrooms, and see what our teachers are doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: See the amazing things under the leadership of the teachers, and the administrations, and in those schools what the students are doing, that's probably the most rewarding thing. We have, at the start of every board meeting, a group from one of our schools, usually a musical group, come in, and they open up the meeting for us with a song or two. And after they finish, I always tell the audience, "That's the best part of the board meeting, right there."

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) I'm sure it is.
MR. FILLAUER: That's, that has to be the most rewarding thing, followed by the people that I've worked with, both at the local level, on the Board of Education, and on the state level. I have the opportunity, now, to serve on the Tennessee School Board Association Board of Directors, and that has a branched me out across the state of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: It has been a learning experience. I get to see what other school districts are doing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and where we are in comparison to what they're doing, and if its something that we like, how they got there, and at the times when it's things we're doing better, to take pride that we're a little advanced ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. Now, currently, are, you're the, you're the chairman of the board, aren't you, chairman ... ?

MR. FILLAUER: I am currently chairman of the Board of Education.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MR. FILLAUER: And that occurs every time there's an election ...

MR. MCDANIEL: An election, right.

MR. FILLAUER: ... that election occurs.

MR. MCDANIEL: And how is the chairman chosen? Is that the most vote-getters, or does the board choose the chairman?

MR. FILLAUER: The board chooses the chairman. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, but that's the most rewarding. I've had the chance, as a board member, to work with two superintendents ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... Dr. Tom Bailey, and now, Dr. Bruce Borchers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, let me rephrase that, actually three: We had an interim space right there between Dr. Bailey and Dr. Borchers, where we called upon Dr. Bob Smallridge to come back, and fill in.

MR. MCDANIEL: To come back, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: So, it was, he laughed, and when he agreed to do it, and he said, "Well, it's kind of funny," he said, "for a while I was your boss," and, he said, "the tables are, kind of, turned now, you're mine." (laughs) I said, "No, I'm never your boss ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... at all."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, so those were the highlights. The most difficult part of serving on the board, are working with funding issues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Without a doubt, the most difficult. There's so many things that you would like to do. There's so many things that you want to make sure you, at least, keep at the level that you're doing them and not let them regress.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: I know that the schools are not the only thing in the community that need funding. I am certainly aware of that, and then, they're important, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But I am chairman of the Board of Education, and on the board so, that's what I've got to focus on, with reality that it's got to be a balance there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: That, that's the most frustrating, and I would tie in with that, it's been very frustrating working -- and we're making progress with a new pre-school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... that's long overdue, and it's just, kind of, been, the process has been frustrating ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... but that's tied in with the funding aspect of it as well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MR. FILLAUER: We're very fortunate in Oak Ridge, that the community -- and that's since I've been here as a teacher, and I know before then, too -- that the community has been so supportive of education and they want the best ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Historically, I mean.
MR. FILLAUER: Yeah, and historically.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, from the very beginning.

MR. FILLAUER: Yes. Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know.
MR. FILLAUER: So, but it becomes difficult sometimes, that you know, when you go in sometimes, and you, maybe, have to cut something, that that's going to affect some people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MR. FILLAUER: It could affect ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And people don't like it.

MR. FILLAUER: And people don't like it. You have to work and try to balance with those people. You know, I don't like it either, but we've got to figure out, over the long run, what we can do best, and I understand that that's, that's the thing that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a sacred cow, to some people, you know, it's hard to do.
MR. FILLAUER: It is. So, that, that's the most frustrating, and difficult thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. How do the state mandates and, you know, there's so much talk about, you know, requirements by the state and, you know, the certain levels and, and, how does that effect the school system?

MR. FILLAUER: It effects the school system tremendously.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: It's, with good wisdom -- at least they think -- our state legislators are wanting education -- and, certainly, it does need to improve both from academic success and funding level in the state -- and we receive those unfunded mandates, "Well, this will make it better." Well, yes, it will, but now, you've given us a price tag that goes with it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, that you're not giving us any money for.

MR. FILLAUER: That you're not giving us any money. A perfect, a good example -- I can give you a number of examples.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But I'll give you one that's pertinent ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: ... for today's time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: It didn't work out, though, quite like they thought it would, this year. State testing. The state determined that, in 2016, state testing was going to be done online.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, if it's going to be done online, number one, you've got to have the infrastructure to make it happen. Second, you've got to have the equipment to make it happen. We're fortunate in Oak Ridge, that we could get there through some planning that was done in the years past.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: That we saw this coming, and realized that we better start now, and not try to hit it all at once.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: There are many school districts that didn't do that, that were really in some real issues with that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we're going to do the state testing. You're going to do it online. Now, it's your responsibility to get that in place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: We're going to add some funding for technology, but is it going to cover what you need? No. 

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MR. FILLAUER: You're going to have to cover it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Then you often hear that the funding for schools from the state, which is called the BEP funding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Ok? That funding is determined, by the state, based on the school's population average daily attendance, or membership, in this case, average daily membership, and that's how much money that you will be receiving ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... based on that. Well, that sets you at a standard that will get you by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: But it's not the standard that we, in Oak Ridge, want.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or are used to.
MR. FILLAUER: Or are used to. For example, two examples: The BEP funds enough for us to have two nurses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: We feel like we need a nurse in every school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, where does that additional funding come from? That has to come from our local funding ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and a few other areas that we get money. Teacher raises: Governor comes out, and says, "In my budget, I'm going to give a three percent raise to teachers." That's only BEP funding, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's only three percent of that BEP money.

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. (coughs)

MR. FILLAUER: Plus, if BEP says you should have 200 teachers, but you really need, in your system, 250.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Well, the other 50, you have to come up with ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You have to give them that.

MR. FILLAUER: ... that three percent. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: Or, take that three percent, and then, divide it out among everybody. People say, "Well the governor's giving everybody three percent, why'd you just give one percent?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So, those are issues that we face ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. FILLAUER: ... difficult issues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, I understand, understand. Also, and you might want to address this, even over the course of your time on the school board, population, the school population of Oak Ridge has, has changed.
MR. FILLAUER: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: There's, my understanding, there's a much higher level of free, and reduced lunch program students now than there, there ever has been. Address that a little bit. How has that effected the school system?
MR. FILLAUER: When I came to Oak Ridge in 1968, the free, and reduced lunch population of Robertsville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... at that time, was about seven percent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. FILLAUER: The free, and reduced lunch percentage for the Oak Ridge district is about 55, 56 percent, today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: We have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Are those federal funds that pay for that, or does the school system have to do it?

MR. FILLAUER: Yes and, yes. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: There are some federal funds ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... you know, that do pay for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. FILLAUER: Yes, we do get Title money ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... that goes into that. Robertsville is over 50 percent ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... free, and reduced. Willow Brook, course, that's the feed, one of the feeder schools ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... coming into Robertsville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... is about 80, 85 percent. I think it's important to point out that we use that as a measuring stick, because it does give us a look at society, and the issues facing Oak Ridge ....

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... educationally, financially, criminally, etcetera. But it doesn't say that if you fit in that category, you can't learn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: You can. It just takes a little bit more, sometimes, to work with those kids, because they, generally, do not get the support at home ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That, right.

MR. FILLAUER: ... that is needed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: If schools went 24-7-365, it might be a different story ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.

MR. FILLAUER: ... but, that's not a reality.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: So that has had a great impact on our school district, and our community ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: ... as well. What can we do to change that? I was reading an article -- and, probably, anyone that speaks on this is going to say the same thing -- but, I was reading an article that, where Ron Woody, the executive from Roane County, was speaking to, I think, the League of Women Voters. An issue he was talking about was housing. Their housing is a little bit different need than what we have in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But we have a housing need. I was meeting not long ago with a realtor, just trying to learn a little bit more about the impact of the real estate business in Oak Ridge. The houses that we need are the, range from $175,000 to $225,000. We don't have those.

MR. MCDANIEL: We don't have those.

MR. FILLAUER: We've got these up here, at the higher level.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: And we've got those that have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The older homes.

MR. FILLAUER: ... older homes, but they need attention.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: You know, a young family coming in, they're not going to have the money to come in to the house and then, have to fix it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. FILLAUER: So, until we get a housing stock that will attract those individuals -- and this is a, I don't like to use this example, but it's a reality -- we've got to have that housing stock that Hardin Valley has.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: If we don't get that, we're not going to be attracting the people that want to be here.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, it's kind of like chicken, and the egg, too, isn't it?

MR. FILLAUER: It is.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know.

MR. FILLAUER: It is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who's going to invest that, all that money into building a housing stock, if you don't think any, you know, you're not guaranteed that people are going to come ...

MR. FILLAUER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And it takes a while, it takes, it takes a while to build that.

MR. FILLAUER: It does. 

MR. MCDANIEL: You know.
MR. FILLAUER: Few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to take a family, moving here from a small town in Texas, the father is employed at Y-12 in some capacity ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... mother, and two children. One will be an eighth grader, and one will be a sixth grader. So, I took them on a tour of the school facility, and they're trying to decide where they're going to put their kids in school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: It was, to them, not about where they're going to live, but where their kids are ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where their kids are going to go to school.

MR. FILLAUER: ... going to go to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: She said, Now, I've been online and I've looked at these schools and I've looked at Farragut and I’ve looked at Oak Ridge and through a mutual contact is how I got plugged in. I said, “Well, we're not online, you're here with me, I'll tell you right up front, I'm going to be prejudiced. I've been here since 1968, in the school system, but I'm going to show you and I'm going to tell you and I'm going to answer your questions.” We spent about a half a day doing that. They were very interested, concerned that their children were coming into a much larger school district. And I said, “You know, hopefully that will not be a problem. They should adjust and they will be helped…”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right
MR. FILLAUER: …if there are any issues. So, I left them and learned, just a couple days ago, that they are coming to Oak Ridge. They've decided that, because of what they've seen and learned about the Oak Ridge schools, that's where they want their kids, now they have to find a house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: But what caught me, their priority was not house first.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: It was schools first.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was the school first.
MR. FILLAUER: That's not always true. So, back to the point of, we've got to have the houses so people can say, well, yeah, there's houses there for me. If they have good schools, that's going to be a plus, and we'll move in town. We've got to, we've got to resolve that somehow.

MR. MCDANIEL: When my wife, and I, got married, 20, about 25 years ago now, we didn't have kids for five years. We met in Oak Ridge, we lived in Oak Ridge, and we rented a house. But neither one of us worked in Oak Ridge, really. But, once we had kids, we had moved right out the city, on Lake Hills Drive, when our youngest, when our oldest was in kindergarten, and he had to go to Grand Oaks. After one year there, which he loved it, we said, you know, we really want our kids in the Oak Ridge school system. We could have gone anywhere. It would have been, to be honest, cheaper for us, to go outside of Oak Ridge, to find a house. But we thought it was important. You know, like I said, I've got one that's graduating here in about six weeks, from Oak Ridge High School, and one that's a freshman, and they would not have had the opportunities that they have now, had it not been for the Oak Ridge school system. I'm convinced of that. I had a lady in here a few weeks ago, I was interviewing her, and we were talking about Oak Ridge, and, I think, this kind of sums it up, as we, kind of, wrap up this talk. She says, "You know what the two best things about Oak Ridge are?" I said, "What's that?" She says, "The school system, and the Soup Kitchen." (laughter) I said, well, there could be an argument for those are the two best things in Oak Ridge, so ... 

MR. FILLAUER: Well, and, I think, too, and having been here for a, you know, not a native Oak Ridger, but I've been here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A long time.
MR. FILLAUER: ... a long, long time. Longer than I've been anywhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: I think Oak Ridge is at a crossroads. I think, the crossroads occurred because, for whatever reason -- and this is just my opinion -- for whatever reason, at some point in time, instead of looking ahead to the future, and what was out there, Oak Ridge relied too much on DOE to say, well, they've taken care of us, and they will continue to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: And we didn't prepare. Now, we're facing the issues of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Being self-sufficient.
MR. FILLAUER: ... being self-sufficient. Very difficult. In the midst of all that, you've got all these surrounding areas, that were not locked in with those issues, that you see growth industrially, you see housing starts, and, again, at Hardin Valley, they're getting ready to build a brand new middle school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. FILLAUER: So, we've got to make some strides. People say, well if we ever get a mall in there, that'll change everything. I don't agree with that. That will help, but we've got other issues. We want people to come here, and shop, but number one, we want people to come here and live.

MR. MCDANIEL: And live. Absolutely, absolutely.

MR. FILLAUER: So...

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, well, is there anything that I haven't, we've not discussed that you'd like to talk about?
MR. FILLAUER: Well, I've got a few more stories, but that might take us on forever. (laughter) As I said, I've I was quite fortunate on that morning, when my phone rang to say, “We have a job for you here in Oak Ridge.” I've been blessed to meet my wife, and have a son grow up, and go through the Oak Ridge schools, great friends that I've made in Oak Ridge, just the opportunities that I've had. I will continue to redirect. I don't know what's behind the next door I might open ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... but I'm going to continue to open doors, and be involved in the community. I think Oak Ridge is a great place to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever think about leaving? Seriously?
MR. FILLAUER: I did at one time. I just, when, back when my parents ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... passed away, my sister and I, actually, have, in Cleveland, a property management business. We have about nine pieces of real estate, ranging from a parking lot, to commercial interests.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: And I thought, maybe, well, maybe, that's where I should be ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... to go back there. But I just, I thought about it, just decided, you know, this is really my home, now, my roots are here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: Who knows, one day, what might happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: You know, I might sell my house, and buy a Winnebago and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And take off.
MR. FILLAUER: ... take off, who knows? But, as long as I have my health, and my wife has her health.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or your wife might get mad at you, and buy you a Winnebago, and say, here you go, take off.

MR. FILLAUER: Yeah, if I get up one morning, and look out in the driveway, and it's there, I'll get that, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The, you said your sister, and you, own a property management company, was that something that your, your dad had, that he left you?

MR. FILLAUER: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: He wanted to leave, he wanted to leave more than his legacy for you, didn't he?

MR. FILLAUER: Yes, yes, my great grandfather, and his brother, came to Cleveland, or came to the United States, from Heppenheim, Germany. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. FILLAUER: They were both tanners. My great grandfather settled in Cleveland, Tennessee, became an entrepreneur. Opening, he did open a tanning shop there. He got in to the banking business, the theater business. My grandfather continued, my great uncle, my great grandfather's brother went to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and opened a drugstore, which spawned itself into the prosthesis business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Ok. Well, that's, that's something.

MR. FILLAUER: So, that, and what that legacy really started ...

MR. MCDANIEL: With them.

MR. FILLAUER: ... from that individual ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: ... from my great grandfather ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. FILLAUER: ... and it just, kind of, progressed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: It's, my sister, and I, were laughing, not long ago, of course, my son, you know, knew his grandparents, and knows about Cleveland, but is not really tied there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: Her two children, my sister's two children, both, right now, live in Cleveland, but one, they both work in Chattanooga, their interest is different, so, we said we've got to have the conversation now of what do we do, my sister ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. FILLAUER: ... with this next generation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. FILLAUER: Who's going to take it, or is it time to diversify.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. FILLAUER: So ... But that'll keep you busy for a while, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: That'll keep you busy for a while. All right. Well, Keys thank you so much for coming by, and talking, and we've learned about you, and your time in Oak Ridge, and there's, there's not many, you know, people have, people have different experiences, and I think yours is, is rather unique in the fact that you've been in the school system, as a teacher, for so long, and then, you've been on the Board of Education for 15 years or so. We'll see what the future holds for you.

MR. FILLAUER: Thank you. It's been my pleasure, and I look forward to, as years go by, maybe, going by the library, and pulling this out just to see exactly what I said.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right. All right, thank you so much.
MR. FILLAUER: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
[End of Interview]
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