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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History. I am Don Hunnicutt in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170, Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take an oral history from Mr. Harry Evans about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Harry, please state your full name, place of birth and date. 

MR. EVANS:  Harry J. Evans, Hiwassee Dam, North Carolina 1939. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And your father's name and place and date…

MR. EVANS:  Carl W. Evans, and he was born in Murphy, North Carolina. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember his date of birth? 

MR. EVANS:  1896, I believe. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Your mother's maiden name…
MR. EVANS:  Myrtle Hampton Jones…

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember what your birth date was? 

MR. EVANS:  It was in Murphy, North Carolina 1916. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What type of schooling did your father have, do you recall? 

MR. EVANS:  I don't know. I couldn't tell you. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your mother? 

MR. EVANS:  I couldn't tell you that either. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you have sisters and brothers? 

MR. EVANS:  I have one sister and one brother. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And their names are…
MR. EVANS: Billy Jean Evans was her name.
MR. HUNNICUTT:  And his name…
MR. EVANS:  Hardy Glen Evans…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were they born in Murphy as well? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, they were born in Murphy. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Are they older or younger? 

MR. EVANS: Older. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What did your father do for work when he was in Murphy? 

MR. EVANS: He lived in Hiwassee Dam and he worked on the dam, the Hiwassee Dam. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what kind of job he had? 

MR. EVANS:  I don't know what he did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Did your mother ever work outside the home? 

MR. EVANS: Not that I know of. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you attend school over there before you came to Oak Ridge? 

MR. EVANS: No, I was only three-years-old when we moved to Oak Ridge or four-years-old. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know the reason why the family moved to Oak Ridge? 

MR. EVANS: My father's work…

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what type of job did he get when he came to Oak Ridge? 

MR. EVANS: I think he was a stock keeper. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember what location that was? 

MR. EVANS:  He worked for Roane Anderson I think when we first came here and then what was the other company that was here that was after them? And then he worked for Union Carbide, that's about all I know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did the--do you recall how the family got over here to Oak Ridge from North Carolina? 

MR. EVANS: Well, we moved to Sweetwater. Daddy worked on Fontana Dam then and then when he got a job here we came from Sweetwater to Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your dad come to Oak Ridge before the rest of the family did and get housing or do you recall? 

MR. EVANS:  I couldn't tell you. I don't recall. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Where do you remember the first house being located? 

MR. EVANS:  On Jay Lane, flattop, 106 Jay Lane. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Tell me what a flat top looks like inside. 

MR. EVANS: It's got the two bedrooms, a little living room, a bathroom, and a kitchen, and a closet in the kitchen. And in the bedrooms it had two little closets with curtains that you pulled. They're about three foot wide, six or seven foot tall probably. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of material was the flat top made out of? 

MR. EVANS:  Plywood. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How was it heated? 

MR. EVANS: We had a coal stove to start with. We heated it with the coal stove and then later on we got heaters, plug in heaters to put in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you recall where you got your coal? 

MR. EVANS: The city supplied it. We had coal bins in front of the house and they'd bring--they'd come around and put coal in those bins and you'd get a bucket and carry it in and build your fire, and had a fire with that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were those houses warm in the wintertime? 

MR. EVANS: As far as I can remember they were, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about in the summer, were they hot in the summer? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they were hot in the summer time. You didn't have air conditioning back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did the houses come furnished with all the furniture or did you have to bring your own? 

MR. EVANS:  They had chests in the bedroom is all I can remember and you furnished your bed and a sofa and things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now Jay Lane is located off of which street?

MR. EVANS: Johnson Road. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And that runs which direction, do you recall? Johnson runs up from…

MR. EVANS: It runs up from Jefferson. You go up down Robertsville and up Jefferson Avenue and turn right on Johnson Road and go up to the second street on the left Jay Lane. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the house number? 

MR. EVANS:  106.
MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now, I guess you had to--where did you sleep since it was a two bedroom and you had five people in the house? 

MR. EVANS: Well, there weren’t five people in there when we were there. My brother was in the service and my sister worked so they was that much older than me so when they come in we shared a bedroom I guess, or whatever, I don't even remember but I slept in one bedroom and my mom and dad slept in the other one. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember one of those flat tops having a trap door you could escape out of? 
MR. EVANS: Yeah. That was a one bedroom. That was one of them on that street right across from us. The bedroom had a little trap door in it that you just barely could get through. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember where it was located? 
MR. EVANS: It was on Jay Lane. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, I mean the trap door. 
MR. EVANS: It was in the bedroom. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And only in the one bedroom house…
MR. EVANS:  Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So what do you remember when you were living on Jay Lane, what do you remember? Was there a lot of kids in the neighborhood? 
MR. EVANS: Well, there wasn't on Jay Lane but they were in the--down on Jarrett Lane there were a lot of kids there and up Johnson Road there was kids, quite a few kids. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And how old, again, were you when you lived on Jay Lane? 
MR. EVANS: Well, we came to Oak Ridge in '43 so lived there from '43 till I guess probably I moved out of there when I got married in '59. And then my dad died in '60 and then my mother moved to North Carolina in '67 or '68 and they left me that house. But I never did live in it after that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So growing up on Jay Lane what was the first school you attended? 

MR. EVANS:  Linden. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And it was located on what, LaSalle? 

MR. EVANS: LaSalle, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So what do you remember about attending Linden School? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember a whole lot about it but I know I think it was the first and second and third grades that I went to it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember any of your teachers' names? 

MR. EVANS: No, I don't remember any of them there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, after you left Linden what school did you go to? 
MR. EVANS: Willow Brook, that's when it was new when they first built it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you went through what the fifth or sixth grade at Willow Brook? 
MR. EVANS: Yeah, fourth, fifth, and sixth I believe, and then after that went to Jefferson Junior at Jackson Square. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember how a boy dressed in those days to go to school? What'd you wear? 
MR. EVANS:  Whatever you had. I mean blue jeans mostly and a t-shirt. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember any of your classes, what type of classes you took when you was at Willow Brook? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t--just one room, you know, and we took whatever the usual stuff was. I don’t even remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Reading, writing and arithmetic. 

MR. EVANS: Reading, writing, and arithmetic I guess. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any of your teachers' names there? 

MR. EVANS: There was one named Miss Ellis. I remember her and Miss Cothern. I remember those two. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did the kids have a physical education program, recess, in those days? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, we had recess, had things to play on out in the playground and had a gymnasium and stuff like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So during the summertime when you was living on Jay Lane what did you do with your neighborhood pals? What kind of activities did you get into? 

MR. EVANS: We'd play out in the woods and stuff and we'd go up the hilltop a lot and hang around the guard shack and talk to them people there at the gates. And then we'd go up and go down through the woods and slip into another gate and go down to the Delaps had a pool room down there and we'd hang around down at that pool room. And the Delaps were well known for their bootlegging back in them days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where were they located? 

MR. EVANS: Below Oak Ridge there a little ways down, what I call, down the hill. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that on 61 or…
MR. EVANS:  No, it wasn't that far down. It was about a quarter of a mile or a half a mile from the gate. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now where exactly was the gate from Hilltop as we know it today? 

MR. EVANS: It was right there where that--you know where that Shell station is? It was about in that area on the main road. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now, did this bootlegger live on the left or the right going in. 

MR. EVANS:  On the right. You'd turn that first road down there, you turn, it's still there, the road's there and the house is there but they tore that old building down where the poolroom was. You turn right and just go right straight down and the house was right down there on the left. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Old Batley. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  I'm hearing him in the background. 

MR. EVANS: Oh, Old Batley Road, okay. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Yeah. Somebody used to call that Beer Can Road, did you ever hear that called Beer Can Road? 

MR. EVANS: I never heard that. Well, maybe you threw stuff out down there all the time, throw trash out and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Yeah. So about how old were you when you guys used to slip through the fence and run down there? 

MR. EVANS:  Probably eight or nine-years-old probably. It was in the ‘40s sometime before they took the gates down. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So when you went in this place what was the name of it again, the bootlegger and the poolroom? 

MR. EVANS: They had a poolroom, I don't know what the name of the poolroom was, but they called it Mammies is what they called it the bootlegger down there. They was right down below.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was this a woman that ran that? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Someone else told me about somebody going down there and getting booze and bringing it back. 

MR. EVANS:  Well, that was there the whole time, you know, up till she died probably they did that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So they let you shoot pool in the poolroom at that age. 

MR. EVANS: We'd go on our watch and shoot pool and whatever, you know, just kids hanging in there, hanging out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now when you stopped and talked to the guards at the gates did you get to know them by first names, did they get to know you boys or…

MR. EVANS:  Nah, they're just--I don't remember it's been so long.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, if you snuck out through the fence to get back in, how did you get back in?
MR. EVANS: The same way. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  The same way…
MR. EVANS:  Yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: So whereabouts do you recall the opening was in the fence when you…
MR. EVANS: It was right in the bottom of it. We'd just slip under it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So after you lived, your parents and you lived on Jay Lane till 1959 or so and then after Willow Brook School you went to which school again? 

MR. EVANS: Jefferson Junior High School in Anderson [Jackson] Square. They'd moved it from--it used to be there on Robertsville on the right where Robertsville is now but they moved it up there for some reason. I don't know why but it was a grammar school I think. When we finished the sixth we went to junior high up there, seventh and eighth grades. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your dad work shift work when he worked for…
MR. EVANS: Not that I know of. I think straight days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  I think MSI might have been the next one that came in after Roane Anderson's. Does that ring a bell? 

MR. EVANS: MSI--

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm not sure, the Maintenance Service something maybe. 

MR. EVANS: I don't know. No, I don't--I'll think of it in a minute. Tennessee Eastman. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tennessee--okay. Did the family have a car? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, Daddy had a '42 Chevrolet. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about you, did you have a bicycle? 

MR. EVANS: I had a bicycle, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of bicycle did you have? 
MR. EVANS: I think it's a JC Higgins I believe that's what it was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What did you do during the summertime to earn money? 
MR. EVANS: We used to shine shoes down there at the Jefferson bus terminal and I'd help the milkman deliver milk sometimes, and we'd mow yards, and deliver papers. And I helped set bowling pins when I got just a little bit bigger. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Tell me about shining shoes, how do you go about shining shoes. People today probably don't even know what that means. 
MR. EVANS: Well, you had your shoe polish and stuff with you in a little box and you had a little thing of soap in there and some rags and you'd put a little soap on the shoes and clean them off and wipe it off with that rag and then you'd put the polish on. And then when you got through polishing them you had a little liquid black that you'd go around the sole with a toothbrush and finish them off. But you had a brush and a rag that you'd polish them with. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was the cost to get a shoeshine in those days? 

MR. EVANS:  Probably a nickel, I don’t even remember. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: So all that money you made yourself and didn't have to split--what--did you go down that regular to do the shoe shining? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, we'd go down there and do that and we hung around down there. Rudy's Market was down there at the time. And we'd hang around down there at that. And when the people come in off the work details they even get off the busses. A lot of them would want their shoes shined and stuff, so. We'd do that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  I guess in those days there's a lot of mud here so the shoes are pretty dirty, huh?

MR. EVANS: I'd say there probably was, yeah, they had the boardwalks and stuff and before then, you know, you didn't have anything, just trails. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now when you guys moved to Jay Lane at the flattop, were the streets paved? 

 MR. EVANS: I don't think they were when we first moved in there. I don’t believe--I think they were just gravel. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  You mentioned boardwalks, what do you remember about boardwalks? 
MR. EVANS: I remember when they put the boardwalks up; they're essentially in the same place that the sidewalks are now in the streets. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's made out of wood. 
MR. EVANS:  Yeah they were wood. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Someone told me that they remember catching rabbits and things under boardwalks. Did you ever do anything like that? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember that but I remember we used to look under around the bus stops and stuff you'd find bus tokens and coins down there that fell through the crack where people dropped them out of their pockets and they couldn't get them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  How did you guys get them out? 

MR. EVANS: We'd get them out with two sticks and stick them down in there and get them because those cracks was about an inch wide probably. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: One guy told me he put bubble gum on the end of a stick one time and would stick it through the crack. 

MR. EVANS:  Oh, we did I'd tell you. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you mentioned you set pins. Where did you set bowling pins? 

MR. EVANS: That Jefferson Bowling Alley. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was that located? 

MR. EVANS:  Down over where the Paragon building is. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that up behind the existing--is that Jefferson now? 

MR. EVANS: It's still there, the building is, yes, behind the drug store and all that up on the hill there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they have--was the bowling lanes in the bottom, and did they have a dance hall upstairs? 

MR. EVANS: They had a Rec Hall upstairs and bowling alley was in the bottom and they had a screened in beer tavern there where it was and everybody would congregate there after work and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Was these tin pins or duck pins…

MR. EVANS: They were tin pins, just regular pins. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Tell me about setting pins, how did you do that? 

MR. EVANS: They had the racks that you put the pins in, then you'd jump up on the bench behind when they'd bowl and hold your legs up so the pins wouldn't hit you. Then you'd pick the ball up and roll it back and if you got eight pins you'd put the eight back up in the rack and let them get the spare or whatever and then you'd reset them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of money did you make setting pins? 

MR. EVANS:  It seemed like it was ten cents a line or five cents a line or something. It wasn't very much in this day's money, you would think. It wouldn’t be anything. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who used to run the bowling lanes in that day? 

MR. EVANS: Oh yeah, Joe Young had it and him and Harlan Mayberry and Achief Armor. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall a guy in there, a kind of tall guy, that had real dark, black hair that kind of combed back, a slender guy that worked in that bowling lanes maybe after that or any time? 

MR. EVANS: That's wasn't Achief Armor was it? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know. I remember as a young--I wasn't even a teenager going down there bowling and there was this one individual that sticks in my mind, and he was that description. 

MR. EVANS: He was kind of tall and he combed his hair straight back. He had black hair. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about a fellow by the name of Bill Ladd. Do you remember him being in there? 

MR. EVANS: I remember Bill. He used to be in there, left handed. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So tell me about what was there at Jefferson that you mentioned there was a bus terminal and then there was other places there in Jefferson. What were they? 
MR. EVANS: We had a little café in the bus terminal and then where the drugstore is now they had a barbershop there and they had a--the drug store was there then. And there was a sporting goods store where the fire department used to be. The fire department moved out and the sporting goods store moved in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And was--there's another building next to it down there now that's got a meat market in. Do you remember what that was? 

MR. EVANS:  I don't remember what it was back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was EAT Store or something of that nature. Do you ever--was you ever in that store at all, do you remember? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember. I probably was. I don’t remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Upstairs there's another area above that store, do you ever remember what might have been in there? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. I remember that was a pool room and Mr. Barnes ran it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now did Joe Young own all that that you know of? 

MR. EVANS:  I think somebody else owned that building where the pool room was.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the skating rink there in Jefferson? Did you visit that much? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I used to go up there. A guy name Mars ran it or owned it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how did the skating rink, what did it look like in those days? 

MR. EVANS: It kind of looked like one of them Army huts kind of, you know, but it was about four times as long. It was right there on the corner of the Turnpike and Illinois. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: About where that bank sits today. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. That's about where it was at. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now there was a cafeteria building somewhere right there wasn't there? 

MR. EVANS: That's was on over there where the museum used to be there back in the ‘50s. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now do you recall it being a cafeteria when you were growing up down there? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, uh-huh. And it closed down and the museum moved in there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Also in that area was a lot of dormitories, wasn't there? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. There was dormitories all down through there where the gas company is, all around that circle, all the way around Jefferson Circle was dormitories. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about down at the end where that, I think it's Buy Right Grocery Store, it used to be Bruner’s? 

MR. EVANS: Buy Low…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that a--wasn't that a cafeteria at one time? Do you remember? 

MR. EVANS: I'm not sure. I don't know if it was or not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So you had mentioned you worked on a milk truck helping deliver milk. What milk company was that? Do you know? 

MR. EVANS: Avondale and Broad Acre, both of them, we'd do that. We'd do the leg work for the milk man, and carry the bottles to and from the house. They'd have the empty bottles sitting up there, what they wanted, and you could look at the bottles and see what they wanted and take the full bottles up and bring the empties back. See, they'd wash the bottles and recycled them that way then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How did they keep the milk cold in those milk trucks? 

MR. EVANS: With ice. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Some big bins back there with the milk in them. 

MR. EVANS: Uh-huh.
MR. HUNNICUTT: So where did you meet the milk man when you got ready to start the route? 

MR. EVANS:  I don't remember. It was probably down there at Jefferson. That's where they usually start it at, down around the bus stop. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how you got a job then as a milk delivery boy? 

MR. EVANS: I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about all the other jobs? 

MR. EVANS: Well, I've had all kinds, paper and milk. I've done about everything, set pins, shine shoes and whatever you can think of. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So what kind of--what was the newspaper that you delivered? 

MR. EVANS: I believe it was the [Knoxville News] Sentinel. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have a lot of paper, a lot of route. 

MR. EVANS: I had quite a few papers to deliver. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So when you were going to Jefferson up in the square how did you get back and forth to school?

MR. EVANS: We'd ride a bus. They had a bus come around. We'd ride it most of the time and sometimes you'd ride your bicycle sometimes, you know, if the weather was nice. But they had a school bus that you'd ride. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have to pay to ride the bus or did they have free? 

MR. EVANS: I think it was free for school kids, I believe. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember any of your teachers at Jefferson? 

MR. EVANS:  I had Nick Orlando. He was one of them. I remember him, Stuhlmiller and the woodworking teacher, I forget what his name was but Teague, Mr. Teague, and Ms. Davidson was the art teacher, so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you take shop classes? 

MR. EVANS: I didn't take many shop classes till I got to high school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you like to go to school? Did you like school? 

MR. EVANS: I didn't like it that much, no. I don't think many of them did back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What do you remember about radio? Did your family have a radio back in those days? 
MR. EVANS: Yeah, that's all we had. We never did have a TV, always had a radio. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of programs do you recall you listened to? 

MR. EVANS: Well, they listened to WNOX about all the time in Knoxville. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's a music station. 
MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of music did they play? 

MR. EVANS: Country music. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did anybody in your family play any musical instruments? 

MR. EVANS: I had some uncles that did, that lived over in North Carolina. My dad didn't play anything or nothing. My uncle used to play all the time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall if someone would come to visit you, you had to get a pass for them to get in? Do you remember anything like that? 

MR. EVANS: I really don't recall anything. We used to have people come see us and I don’t remember if Dad went and got them in or what. I don't remember because I had an aunt and uncle that lived in Ohio and they'd come through going somewhere and they would stop and stay overnight or something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember where your mother did her grocery shopping? 

MR. EVANS:  My daddy would usually do it. He'd stop by the grocery story over at Lizz's a lot and here in Grove Center they had a grocery store here and he'd stop. I remember that. It might have been a little later on. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that the Tulip Town Market there in Grove. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, it seemed like it was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now where was Lizz's located, do you remember where she was…

MR. EVANS: About where it's at now or where that sign is they had a market right there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember when she was up in the municipal building up behind where CVS is now where it was--she was in there and there was a hardware and WATO radio was in there. 

MR. EVANS: I don’t hardly remember all that, uh-uh. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about rationing stamps, do you remember rationing stamps?
MR. EVANS: Yeah, I remember them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Tell me a little bit about what were rationing stamps. 

MR. EVANS: If you'd ask for sugar you'd have to have them get sugar. And I don't really know what all it had to do but that's what--I still got some of them stamps at home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the price of gasoline in those days? 

MR. EVANS:  No, I couldn’t tell you. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So after you went to Jefferson in Jackson Square, the high school was located where it is now I presume. In what grade did the high school start in those days? 

MR. EVANS: Ninth grade. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And did you take any shop classes when you were there? 

MR. EVANS: I would take auto mechanics, machine shop. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who the teachers were then? 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Connors was the auto mechanic and I forget who the machine shop teacher was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about during the 1945, do you remember anything about when you heard the news about them dropping the bomb in 1945? 

MR. EVANS: I don't remember much about that, no. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about when they opened the gates in '49? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, that was a big thing here, everybody was running up and down the streets and we had parades and stuff. It was a pretty big deal opening the gates. They had Rod Cameron and all them was here for that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you attend any of the parade or go to any of that stuff? 

MR. EVANS: I probably did but I don’t remember what it all entailed in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the museum down where the old cafeteria, Jefferson, it opened the same weekend? Did you visit the museum very often? 

MR. EVANS: I was in it once or twice was all. I didn’t go in it very much. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever get a radiated dime out of the museum. 

MR. EVANS:  Yep. I've done that before. Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think everybody that goes there generally does that. Did the family have a telephone in those days? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, we had a telephone, a party line. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What's a party line? 

MR. EVANS: There's three or four people on the same line and sometimes you'd pick it up to call somebody and somebody would be talking and you'd have to wait till they finished before you could make your call. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how did you know when it was your time to pick the phone up, if I was calling you how did you know that? Did you have a certain ring? 

MR. EVANS:  It'd have a busy signal on it if somebody else was on it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But if I called your number did your number have a certain ring tone or number of rings…

MR. EVANS: I don’t recall. It just rung I think when you call that number. I don’t remember if it had a certain tone or what. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me how Christmas was at your house when you were growing up? What was it like? 

MR. EVANS: Well, we'd go get a Christmas tree and put it up and you might get something little which you didn't get all this Christmas stuff and everything, you know. We would have to go out and cut us a tree somewhere and put it up and we'd usually cut it out in the woods out where we lived. There's a lot of trees out there, a lot of little pine trees. We'd just cut a regular pine tree and cut it up, and we had a few lights we'd put on it and kind of throw snow on it and stuff, and that would be it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, back when you got a little bit older and you were still living there on Jay Lane and you mentioned your buddies sneaking through the fences and going various places. Do you recall any kind of games that you played in the neighborhood as you were…

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, we used to play Army. We'd go out in the woods and play Army with B.B. guns and stuff and people--we'd shoot them B.B. guns which were dangerous, you know. They would get their eye put out and stuff doing that, you know, shooting with B.B. guns. Of course, you didn't mean to do it but it'd happen. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I've heard people tell me that they've actually went squirrel hunting here in town. Do you recall any of that kind of stuff. 

MR. EVANS: I'm sure people have. I never did go here in town. But I'm sure they did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Yeah. What about the swimming pool? Did you ever go much to the Oak Ridge Swimming pool. 

MR. EVANS: No, I never did go to it very much. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Well, in high school how about dating, did you do much dating in high school? 

MR. EVANS:  No, I didn't--I didn't do that much dating stuff. When I was in high school we used to hang out up at the Snow White Drive-In, that was a normal place where all the high school kids hung out. So we used to hang out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was it located? 

MR. EVANS: Up on the Turnpike right where the hospital is now on the corner of the Turnpike and--I don't know what that road is where the Secret City Chrysler is. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Across from the street from…

MR. EVANS: On the other side of the road, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how did you get up there? 

MR. EVANS:  I had a car there when I was about 16, and I used to drive it up there. I bought me a '49 Chevrolet and I had it and I used to drive it up there and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How much was the '49 Chevrolet in those days? 

MR. EVANS: I gave a 150 dollars for it when I bought it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you buy it from a individual or a car lot? 

MR. EVANS: I don't know where I bought it. I don’t remember. But I kept it for a long time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I guess all your buddies like to go with you because you had a car. 

MR. EVANS: Well, whoever had the car was who they all wanted to run around with because they didn't have one, a lot of them didn't. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So when you got to the Snow White Drive-In did they have curb service or did you have to go in or tell me a little bit about that. 

MR. EVANS: Either one, you could go in or they had curb service that girls would wait on you, so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now if you pulled up and you wanted curb service did you--did they just see you and come out or did you have to blow the horn or what? 

MR. EVANS: Either one, if they'd seen you they'd come out, and if they didn’t come out you could blow the horn they'd come around and get to you. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about riding around the Blue Circle or the Snow White, is that a--was that a common thing to do, did everybody just ride around? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they'd go up there and park, sit there and park a while, and then they'd circle it, go around it and…

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Was there any other places like that around in the town where you'd do that kind of style? 

MR. EVANS: Oh, there was one--another place down there, they called it the Rabbit but that was later on. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about at Elza gate there past the underpass. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they had Elza Drive-In, it was out there too. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the Skyway Drive-In, did you go there very often? 

MR. EVANS: I used to go there some. Yeah, we used to go to movies over there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was it located? 

MR. EVANS: It was on Illinois right across from where the new [inaudible] is. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who ran that drive-in? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember who ran it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Did--when you lived on Jay Lane and then after your parents moved away and your dad died and your mother moved back to North Carolina, did you upgrade the flattop while you lived there? I mean change the heating or do anything to it…

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I put a--I did. I put a different electrical box in it, underpinned it, block, they was open so I underpinned and did that and put new windows in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And on Jay Lane, that was all flattops in there. 

MR. EVANS: All of them are flattops. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  They didn't move any of those out did they? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they moved some out. Like the one we was talking about that had the trap door with the one bedroom, they moved all them out. They moved it out. That's where [inaudible] lived in that one, had the trap door on it, your working buddy out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year did you graduate from high school? 

MR. EVANS: '57.
MR. HUNNICUTT: And what'd you do after you graduated from high school? 

MR. EVANS: Went to work…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Doing what. 

MR. EVANS: Well, I drove a truck mostly and I started out driving a coal truck up in Kentucky. We went--some people in Oliver Springs I knew we went up to Kentucky and started hauling coal in a little town called Vicko right outside of Hazard. And I went up there and worked one summer. Then when I did that, the next thing I did was I worked for the moving companies for North American Van Lines and Dotson's moving storage and Barger Transfer. I worked for them three. And also I'd worked the service station out there, Reeder's Service Station and I worked at Direct Oil which was Jefferson. And I worked for Barber and Redding Buick Company, I worked for both of them, so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now Direct Oil is kind of an icon in Oak Ridge. I think they had, what, two locations or maybe three at one time. 

MR. EVANS:  Well, they had two that I know of out in Jefferson and then they had one up at Jackson Square up there where you turn into go up to Jackson Square off the Turnpike. I don't know what's there now. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So where the Subway I believe is in that…
MR. EVANS: Yeah, that same area. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But there was something unique about at Direct, do you remember what I'm referring to? 

MR. EVANS:  Well, you had a certain thing you had to do when you waited on a customer. You had to wear a shirt and a little bow tie and you'd ask the customer how much gas they wanted. Then you'd clean all the windows and walk around in front of the hood, you'd have to check under the hood and make sure--they'd know sometimes they'd say yes you do that but you clean the windows, the back windows and the front windows. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they used to have dishes and stuff too…

MR. EVANS: Yeah, you'd buy so much gas, I don’t remember what all that was but you did dishes of some kind. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember the dishes being in a display window outside there in Jefferson it seems like. 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you wore white pants and a white shirt and then you'd have a hat you had to wear as well. 

MR. EVANS: Well, I had a little bow, bow tie. Charlie Clark was--he worked there for--I mean Charlie Brown and a guy named Clark. I forget what his first name was. He worked there when I did. I didn't work there very long, probably six or eight months or something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I also remember it seems like they sold oil, buck oil. What's buck oil? 

MR. EVANS: It's in a 50 gallon drum and they had these glass jars, you'd pump it out in quarts. If somebody needed a quart of oil, you'd pump it out and put it in that glass jar and it had a little nozzle on top of it and you'd pour it in the engine. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Kind of like a tapered funnel on top of that. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, kind of like a tapered lid. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that a big seller in those days? 

MR. EVANS: Well, if somebody needed a quart of oil that's where they'd get it. It's cheaper, the buck oil was cheaper than the can. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that buck oil is that different than refined oil or…

MR. EVANS: It's just a cheaper grade I guess with the high detergent and all that, just a regular detergent I guess. I don’t know what the difference was in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And so when you started driving transfer trucks or the trucks for moving and hauling did you have to have special license or something to…

MR. EVANS:  Not back then, it's just an operator's license back then and later on you had to have a chauffer's license. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And you said Barger Transfer, who owned Barger Transfer? 

MR. EVANS: Jack Barger and his brothers, Jack and Buck and their dad. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now did you move people from out of state to Oak Ridge or from Oak Ridge to out of state or both or how--

MR. EVANS: Well, most of it was people that worked here they'd move them in or move them out if they was going to transfer them somewhere, if they were going somewhere else or if they hired somebody to move to work here they'd go get them and move them in here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever move any big shot dignitaries in that you recall? 
MR. EVANS: I remember one that lived in New York and went up there. I think it took three trucks up there and put the packing material and all that in them and I went up there and packed his goods and stuff and moved him to Oak Ridge. And his name was Larson. He was a big something out here at the plants. I don’t remember what it was now but his name was C.E. Larson. I remember that. He had all kinds of furniture and stuff to move. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now when you were going to high school was the dress code still just jeans and a t-shirt and things like that? 

MR. EVANS: Whatever you had to wear, you know, they didn't have any dress codes when I went to school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you think school was hard in those days? 

MR. EVANS:  Well, I don’t think it was too hard really. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you just wanted out of school. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I didn't care enough about going. I'd rather been out working, making--trying to make some money than to go and that's the way a lot of kids were back in those days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Where did you meet your wife? 

MR. EVANS: I met her at--they had a café between Oak Ridge and Oliver Springs what they used to call the Y and we used to go down there as kids, hung out down there some and that's where she worked. Her mother owned that and she worked there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was her name? 

MR. EVANS: Bernetta Bird was her last name. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And so when you dated where did you go on dates? 

MR. EVANS: Well, we'd just get out and ride around mostly in the car and then we'd hang around down there at that restaurant some and that's about all. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  The drive-in…

MR. EVANS: The drive-in, we might go to Skyway Drive-in or something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about the indoor theaters like the Grove and the Ridge and all that. Did you ever as a young guy go to any of the Saturday Westerns or anything like that? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, we used to go up to the Center Theater in Jackson Square. Then they had a theater down there at Jefferson we used to go to some. It was out there by the bowling alley, Jefferson Theater. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember how much it cost to get into a movie? 

MR. EVANS: It seemed like it was eight or nine cents. That wasn't very much. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What do you remember about Midtown community over here where the Civic Center is? 

MR. EVANS: Well, they had a--the only thing I can remember much about it was I remember one time Bob Steel come, he was the old western cowboy in the movies. He was over there making a personal appearance one time and I went down there and seen him. I don't remember what year it was but it was back, probably back in the 40s, before the gates even opened or just right there around when they opened. But they had a theater there and I don't know they had a service station out where we used to hang at some. I forget what the guys name was that owned it but we used to hang out. I think it was a Pure Station we used to hang out at. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember a guy named Hucklebee that used to work there? 

MR. EVANS: Jerry Hucklebee…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I remember Jerry. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: He used to sell me oil for my Cushman scooter. And I remember going there and they had buck oil it seemed like to be or refined oil or something of that nature as well. When Bob Steel came do you remember what he did? 

MR. EVANS: He would just--in them western pictures, you know, and they'd do their little skits on the stage and stuff I guess. I don’t remember that much about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Were you ever there--another guy was telling me he went to maybe the same one, I don't know, but they was at Bob Steel, whoever it was on the stage, was talking to kids and somebody was banging on the side door. And he had a little boy go open the side door and in comes this other bad guy was shooting, they was shooting each other with guns. Was that the same time you were there? 

MR. EVANS: It probably was. I'd say he was only here that one time. I'd say that was because he was a big western star in the movies back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you see--speaking of western stars, did you happen to see Rod Cameron when he was here for the…
MR. EVANS: I just--if I happened to be there and he come by in that parade I'd seen him. That was the only time I'd seen him. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. There was quite a story about him before he got on his horse and everything else. So how long did you date your wife before you guys got married? 

MR. EVANS: Probably a couple years. I was 20 and she--we was both 20 when we got married. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you get married? 

MR. EVANS: Clinton in the courthouse. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And did you move in back on Jay Lane, is that where you lived or…
MR. EVANS: Not right, not then, later on we did. I lived on Hollywood Circle. We got married and we rented a house up there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of house was that? 

MR. EVANS: TDU, a family in each end. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What does the TDU look like inside? 

MR. EVANS: It's got two family, it's a two family house. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  How many bedrooms as in the house? 

MR. EVANS: Two bedrooms, a kitchen, and I think it's three bedrooms and a kitchen in that one end, and two bedrooms and a kitchen in the other end. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: A little bit better quality than a flattop. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, a little bit, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of heating do you recall it had. 

MR. EVANS: I believe it had stack heaters in it I believe is what we had. It was after the coal, I got rid of all the coal and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Then what type of work were you doing when you lived there? 

MR. EVANS: I worked at North American Van Lines and Dotson's and…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did one van lines pay more than the other? 

MR. EVANS: About the same. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you drive or were you just a riding passenger. 

MR. EVANS:  I drove and helped and you'd done everything when you worked for them. You packed the stuff and loaded it and unloaded it and drove and you'd done everything. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where were their offices located? 

MR. EVANS: Out on Warehouse Road or…

MR. HUNNICUTT: In one of the warehouse buildings that's out there. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they had the warehouse and people would store furniture and stuff in there and that's what they used that for. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now did your wife work when y'all got married. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, she was working down there for her mother at that restaurant. She worked down there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what about children, do you have children? 

MR. EVANS: We got two daughters. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What's their names? 

MR. EVANS: Tammy and Debbie. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where are they today? 

MR. EVANS: Debbie's in South Florida and Tammy's here in Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now I think your wife had--didn't she used to manage the guest house or Alexander at one time? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, she managed Alexander Inn for probably ten years probably. She was managing it when she died. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So tell me about what you remember about Downtown Oak Ridge when they built what we call Downtown which is really not much of anything today. 

MR. EVANS: Well, I don’t know a whole lot about it. We'd go shopping like that much and stuff but it was a pretty [inaudible] thing there for a while. I don't know. People just quit going down there and started going to Knoxville I guess. But that's about all I remember about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that kind of an open front type L-shape? Do you recall the, you know? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t recall that much about it. I don’t think it's that much different than it is now in the front part of it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Except it was an enclosed mall…

MR. EVANS: No. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It has the normal stores. 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. It had a lot of little boutique stores and stuff in there like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Tell me about when--I lost my place here. Just a minute. Do you recall when your kids went to school what schools they first attended here in Oak Ridge? 
MR. EVANS: Yeah, they went to Willow Brook first, then they went to Robertsville when it was on Robertsville. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Robertsville Junior…

MR. EVANS: Uh-huh

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they--were kids in those days--I know boys wasn't--I mean boys dress was what we talked about was--do you remember what girls used to wear when they went to school? 
MR. EVANS: Well, they didn't wear blue jeans and stuff like they do now. They used to wear dresses most of the time. You know, they'd wear a dress and dress different than they do now. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What's the age difference between the two girls? 
MR. EVANS: Three years or two and a half years. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:   And after they went to Robertsville, I guess they went to the high school. 

MR. EVANS: I went to high school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did any of those girls participate in sports of any type? 

MR. EVANS: No. They wasn't in any sports. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So where did you move to out of the TDU when you did from there? 

MR. EVANS:  Moved down--after we got married and everything had our kids then we moved down on Ithaca Lane off Illinois, Iroquois. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of house was it? 

MR. EVANS: It was a three bedroom, two bath, living room, kitchen, dining room, and it had a basement. It was a lot better house than we ever had to live in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now was that a house that was built, an original Oak Ridge house or was it…

MR. EVANS: No, it was built later. I think probably it was built back in the ‘50s. I think J.W. Gibson built it back in the 50s. They built a lot of houses here then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  You mentioned the Rabbit Drive-in. Where was that located? 

MR. EVANS: It was on the turnpike right where the Long John Silver's is, right in that area. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that just like a curb service? 

MR. EVANS: It's a curb service drive-in, it had a canopy drive-in were you pulled in under that canopy and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was a lady that ran that. Do you remember what she used to look like? 

MR. EVANS: No, her son used to hang around with us, Jack was his name. I don’t remember what their last name was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  They used to call her Mama Rabbit I think. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I believe they did, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: His name was Jack. They called him Jack Rabbit but that wasn't his last name. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, forget what their last name was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that just hamburger joint or just a drive-in, 

MR. EVANS: French fries, hamburgers, hot dogs, and whatever, milk shakes. Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  They had ice cream too. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Now that brings up something about curb service. Back at the Snow White or maybe at the Rabbit, I don't remember, but the Snow White when the curb service gal or the guy, whoever was the car hop would come out with the food, did they hand the food into you did they put something on the window, a tray on the…

MR. EVANS: Now you'd have to roll your window up and they'd hook--the tray had hooks on it and they'd hook it on your window. And they had a little arm that went down on the side of your car. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And it was--that's who the food--
MR. EVANS: They carried a tray out there and then when you got done they'd come get the tray and they'd have your stuff on there. And your garbage would be on the tray. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember then the Snow White being on roller skates or anything when they came? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they used to, I think, used to skate out there, skate around. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now as boys in those days when they'd pull in there I guess they tried to get a date with the girls or the car hop or…

MR. EVANS: Just normal kids, that's what they done. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Did your girls seem to like the Oak Ridge school system or do you recall? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. They--in fact, Tammy she works for the Oak Ridge school system now. She works at Robertsville, so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What does she do there? 

MR. EVANS: She's a special ed. teacher. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And what about your other daughter? 

MR. EVANS: She works in Florida. She's got a master's degree and works down there at a school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now when they went through the Oak Ridge school system the one with the master's degree where did she go to school. 

MR. EVANS: She went to UT and East Tennessee State and finished in Florida. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Would you say if you asked them today that the Oak Ridge school system helped them further their education would they agree to that? 

MR. EVANS: Oh, I'd say yes it did really. It was a good--it still is a good school to this day as far as I know. You know, I haven't--I guess a few things have changed. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were growing up did the family do anything like vacations or go back to North Carolina or…

MR. EVANS: We'd go to North Carolina every month or two to three months or so. I mean it took--back then it took a long time to get over. It seemed like it'd take you all day to get over there and it wasn't but 95 miles. But it takes about two hours now to drive over there. It used to take all day. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:   You own the old home place today.
MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you go there very often? 

MR. EVANS: Quite a bit, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What about when you and your wife was married do you recall where she might have done most of her grocery shopping or where she might have went for…

MR. EVANS: I don't know really because I was working most of the time and gone. I was gone quite a bit when we first got married, traveling, driving trucks and stuff, you know, so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how your mother used to wash your clothes? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, she used a wash board and hung them out on the clothes line. She never did have a washing machine her whole life. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  So a wash board. Describe what that looks like. 

MR. EVANS: It's just a board that they put in the sink and it's got little ridges in it and you get your clothes and rub them down. They call them a rub board. And they rub the clothes on it to get the dirt out of them. And then rinse them and ring them out and hang them on a line. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And the clothes lines were--how were they made? 

MR. EVANS:  You just get a wire and put it onto a tree all around the--as far as you--as long as you needed one. Ours was behind the house and there was trees, you'd put--you'd make a big square out of it and hang your clothes out there. If it was cold people didn't have their coal stoves going then the coal stoves going in the winter time, it'd get that soot all over your clothes and you couldn't hang them out. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you're right back where you started from. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. They’d be dirty again so they didn't wash them if people around there, if it was real cold and stuff. They'd hang in the house a lot of times and let them dry. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Well, when you put the clothes on the line did you just throw them over the line or how did you…

MR. EVANS: No, they had clothes pins that they pinned them up there with. They were wood. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember, do you think the winters were worse in those days than they are today? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, yeah, I do. We had--it seemed like we had a lot more snow back then. I don't know about the cold but I'm sure it was cold. But I think we had a lot more snow back in those days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they call school off very often when it snowed in those days? 

MR. EVANS: I don't remember them calling off unless the busses couldn't get around or something, you know. if the busses couldn't get around, but they kept these roads in Oak Ridge pretty well clean. They had the government to do all that stuff back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What do you remember the probably, maybe, the number one car dealer might have been in Oak Ridge in those days? 

MR. EVANS: Well, probably Reeder’s Chevrolet was one of the biggest ones and then the Ford dealer was a pretty good…

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Where was Reeder’s Chevrolet located? 

MR. EVANS: It was out on the east end of the Turnpike out on the right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And the Ford dealership was--where was it? 

MR. EVANS: The Ford dealership was right there off across from Secret City Chrysler Plymouth. That's where I remember it being. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: The East Division…
MR. EVANS: The East Division Road, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you recall down on the west end of the Turnpike there was an Oldsmobile place I think there. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, that's down there right there where Chuck's is. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Trico motors…
MR. EVANS: Yeah, Trico is what is was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the name of the man that used to run that? 

MR. EVANS:  No, I don’t remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was a strange name. I'm trying to--Guzzleman or Guntleman or something. Do you ever remember that. 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember. It could have been Guntzleman. I don’t--I've heard that name but I don't know if he was the one that owned it or not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wasn't there a store back to the side of that, like another sporting goods store? 

MR. EVANS: Minute Jack Market was there where that place is now where they sell clothes, sell boots and shoes and stuff. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that a sporting goods or what type of store? 
MR. EVANS: Minute Jack Groceries and stuff, so Minute Jack Market is bread, milk…

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about fishing, did you ever do much fishing? 

MR. EVANS: I used to some, yeah. I used to fish a little bit. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have your own boat and…

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I had a boat and…

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Where did you go fishing? 

MR. EVANS: We'd go down to Watts Bar, up Norris, and the various lakes around here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was that before they built Milton Hill Dam and we had a lake and all that? 

MR. EVANS:  No, that was after that. That was after they built Milton Hill. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how it was out on River Road before they built the dam? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was…
MR. EVANS: It wasn't--it was River Road back then. It wasn't Mountain Lake Drive like it is now. And there was just a river running down through there and we used to go out there and fish and you'd had to walk way down to the river to fish in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Sometimes that water would be down and you could actually walk across in places, couldn't you? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, you could walk out in there pretty good. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was another structure right out there at Elza, an old house of some sort. Do you remember what that was called, there on the left. I think it was on the left if you were going out, you know, the gate would sit there and they would be on the inside of this gate but it was there for many, many years. 

MR. EVANS: I don't remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then something steakhouse or something. 

MR. EVANS: Well, that's still there, isn't it? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, the house is gone. 

MR. EVANS: Oh, is it? 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Yeah, now that house--that stone house on the right…

MR. EVANS: The brick one out there on the left where you get to Manny's body shop, isn't it still there? Did they tear it down? There used to be a steakhouse restaurant there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh yeah. That was Eastwood or east something that Roscoe and Amanda Stevens I think they ran that. No, this was back there you know, where the old gate used to be but it was on the left on--it was in like a two story house. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, I don't remember. I don’t remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just about, just--not right across--almost across from where you turn to go down what we calling River Road. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Did you ever get into racing? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, we used to race out there on River Road, drag racing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  That was kind of a marked off area for--

MR. EVANS: Yeah, we marked a quarter mile off down through there and the boys who had cars would go out there and see who had the fastest car in a quarter mile. And we'd do that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What kind of car did you have when you did that? 

MR. EVANS: I had that old Chevrolet, that '49 Chevrolet and I put a V8 motor in it and all that, hopped it up a little bit and that's what we used to do on the weekends mostly. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did anybody race for money or just race to see who could beat the others? 

MR. EVANS: I don't remember if anybody raced for money or not. I don’t think they did. I think they just raced to see who was the fastest. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember some of the people that used to do that? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. Yeah, I remember a lot of them, David Weisgardner [ph], Stanley Mangy [ph], Ed Kelly, he used to do it. He was the mayor at Oliver Springs for years, and a lot of guys that's been around here for years just are gone now that did it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever progress any further in racing other than out on River Road? 

MR. EVANS: Well, we used to go down to [inaudible] drag strip and drag race down there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Who used to run that drag strip? Do you recall? 

MR. EVANS: Bob Hagey was one of the owners of it at one time, then Stevens, I believe was his name. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bill Stevens…
MR. EVANS: Bill Stevens…

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember when you were going to school at any grade level? Do you ever remember participating in air raid siren drills or [inaudible] drills? 

MR. EVANS: I remember we used to have blackouts here in Oak Ridge back…

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you mean by blackouts? 

MR. EVANS: Everybody had to turn their lights out when the air raid whistles would sound. You'd have to turn all your lights and stuff out in the house. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how you knew whether that was a real thing or not? 

MR. EVANS: You didn't know you just--when you hear that siren you turned your lights out and hope it wasn't the real thing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  And hope it wasn't, huh? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  They used to blow a whistle out at Y-12 called the Big Toot I think or something. Do you remember hearing that thing? 

MR. EVANS: I don’t remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It blowed at shift change. 

MR. EVANS: Oh yeah, shift change, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. 8:00 I think or maybe 7:00-8:00 then 3:00.
MR. EVANS: Yeah, I remember them blowing that. Yes, I thought you was talking about something else. Yeah, I remember them doing that. 4:30 I believe is when they did it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about rolling stores? Do you remember rolling stores? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they used to come around. I don’t--they'd come around it seemed like twice a week or something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Would that be what a truck and…
MR. EVANS: Like a school bus with stuff in it and then also they'd--the paper would come around and had pickup trucks or vegetables on it and they'd be pedaling vegetables, selling fresh vegetables in summertime, you know, and things. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Down there at Jefferson where the Girls Club is located now there was some tennis courts, do you remember tennis courts being there. 
MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that whole area was full of dormitories at one time I believe. Do you remember that? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, they had--they were there. The dormitories were everywhere back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And there was a--it was--was it the AMVETs or something that was over there in that area? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, the AMVETs club over there and it's still there. It's been there since way back. I don't know when they started. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What does AMVETs stand for? Do you recall? 

MR. EVANS: American Veterans. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Speaking of which, up in Grove Center by the Grove Theater do you remember that old house that used to sit there…

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Did you ever know who lived in that house originally? 
MR. EVANS: No, I didn't know anything about it that much. I know that--I thought they had a little night club thing in there for a while or something there at the end. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Have you ever heard of a group named the Order of the Cooties [ph]? 
MR. EVANS: No. I never heard of them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  We got a photograph that's showing these guys, the Royal Order of the Cooties and we're trying to find somebody that might know what it's all about. 

MR. EVANS: And that's where they was…

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think so. It looks like it was inside that--maybe that old house. 

MR. EVANS: Hmm…did you know anybody in the photograph? 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  No. But they had--it was like a bar and they was standing there, you know, and it looked like they was initiating some younger guy and putting him through some kind of something. 

MR. EVANS: Hmm…

MR. HUNNICUTT: Royal Order of the Cooties…

MR. EVANS: No, I don’t know who--I never heard of that one. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I haven't found that out at all either. After you got through driving trucks for delivering furniture and stuff, what other job did you take on? 

MR. EVANS: I got a job at the plants. I went to work at Y-12. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  What did you do out at Y-12? 

MR. EVANS: A chemical operator, a process operator…

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how long did you work at Y-12? 

MR. EVANS: I worked there 23 years. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you work shift work? 

MR. EVANS: I worked shift work five day rotation, seven days, two shifts, and I worked all kind of shifts. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now when you talk about seven day rotation what are the shift hours for that? How does that work? 

MR. EVANS: Well, you work seven days in a row. You work five midnights and days and evenings. And when you get off midnight shift you get a break and then you go back on the evening shift. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Two or three day break…

MR. EVANS: Yep. Like you'd get off on Friday morning and you don't go back till, I think it's the following Tuesday I believe. I believe that's right. It might have been Wednesday. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how much money per hour you used to make when you first hired in out there? 

MR. EVANS: $3.26 an hour is what it started out at. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now that was big money back in those days for most people, wasn't it? 

MR. EVANS: That's '69, that's when I started, that's what I started out at but I was an assistant process operator then, and then after you work three years, of course, you weren't a process operator. So you got about a two dollar an hour raise then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you have benefits and all that kind of stuff. 

MR. EVANS: Oh yeah, we had a lot of benefits. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you worked on a truck did you have any kind of benefits or did they just pay you money? 

MR. EVANS: They paid you by the mileage. You drive--you get paid by how much you work. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they pay your expenses when you had to stay over somewhere? 

MR. EVANS: They'd give you so much for that. I don’t remember even what it was. But you'd get so much for that and so much--they'd give you so much a day for, what they call, [inaudible] to eat. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you like one of those companies better than the other when you was driving a truck? 

MR. EVANS: Are you talking about the moving company? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, the moving company. 

MR. EVANS: Not really. I mean they're all about the same, you know, just pay for your work. You would work with different people on whichever one was working for which company, you know. Some of them would work for one company for a while then they'd go to the other company, whoever was busy is who you'd work for, you know. Some of them would be busier than others. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now that Dotson, is that the same Dotson's that's in business today? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, his daddy was in it then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then the other one I guess is out of business. 

MR. EVANS: Bob Breeze had North American and I don’t think there's a North American Van Lines here now. I don’t know what ever happened to Bob. And then the Bargers, I reckon they must have sold out or something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the names of any businesses and the owners, the names of the owners, no matter what business it was during the--way back in the time or the days? We always like to know, okay, you had a certain business and such and such owned that business. Do you recall anything, anybody…? 

MR. EVANS: I remember the Buick place, Barber Buick, and then--It was Barber Buick first or Redding Buick first but one or the other bought the other one out. But we used to wash cars down there. And they had a three wheel motorcycle. When you'd go pick a car up you'd ride that motorcycle and you'd hook the--it had a clamp you'd hook on the bumper of the car you're picking up. And you brought the motorcycle back with the car. And that was--I worked down there in the summers when I wasn't going to school some. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Where was that located? 

MR. EVANS: At the corner of Illinois and Turnpike where that church is. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Heritage Church… 

MR. EVANS: Heritage, yeah, they was right there. It's a big warehouse that I think they probably got it from the government. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Yeah, that used to be a laundry in its origin. Now after the Buick Company went out of there was something else that went in there. 

MR. EVANS: Amco Supply I believe, wasn't it? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Building supply…

MR. EVANS: Building supply, yeah. They were in there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you had quite a variety of jobs. Did you just happen to hear about them or did you just go and…

MR. EVANS: Oh, you'd go around with your buddies who'd tell you about it and you'd go check on it, you know, and you'd get a job back then about any time you'd go somewhere to check on it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  That’s kind of interesting about dragging the motorcycle behind. 

MR. EVANS: It was a three wheel motorcycle. It had that clamp on the front of it and you'd clamp it on the bumper and bring the car back with it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was an individual telling me that he worked for Ford Motor Company and did the same thing you were talking about and they have one. and they didn't use it very much. But he used to pack it full of ice and drinks and take it over in the Woodland area when they was building the Woodland and sell to the workers over there, which I thought was pretty clever idea. 

MR. EVANS:  Well yeah. That might have been the same motorcycle I had down there because I don’t remember when they went out of business but I think they went out of business about 1960 or somewhere around that era. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember any other businesses that you can recall who used to own them? 

MR. EVANS: Let's see. Well, Reeder, Dick Reeder owned that Reeder Chevrolet out here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about gas stations throughout the town? 

MR. EVANS: Well, Dukes had that Esso station down here on Turnpike, out there at Illinois and Turnpike, the Esso station. And Lefty Brannon had that one down there on the left where Chuck's is now. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That would be on the west end of the Turnpike where Chuck's Auto Repair. 

MR. EVANS: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  He had that station. 

MR. EVANS: Station, he had a service station there and Lefty Brannon ran it for a long time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:   You know, that house out on the east end, that stone house, he lived in that house. His family I think still owns that. 

MR. EVANS: Do they? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. He came here in the early days but I don’t recall what his occupation was. Do you…

MR. EVANS: Well, he had done that and then he was in construction building stuff too. He had done some of that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Do you remember a guy by the name of Leo Grant? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, Leo Grant, I think wasn't he in the garbage business or something? Didn't he have garbage trucks and stuff? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: He did in the beginning. Do you remember over there where--oh, the--it's where the volunteer paint store, Fox Body Shop, there's a--it used to Thompson's Tire right in there. Remember there used to be a car wash there I believe many years ago. Do you ever recall that Leo Grant used to have a car wash I think there, somewhere in that area. 

MR. EVANS:  I don’t recall if he did or not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Now there's another place I wanted you to tell me about over about where the K-Mart is. If I remember by seeing photographs because I was too young to remember, there was a coal distribution yard there. Do you remember a big coal pile where they used to get coal out of that area? 

MR. EVANS:  I can vaguely remember something like that there that there was a coal yard in there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you ever remember an ice house in there anywhere too? 

MR. EVANS: It seemed like there was an ice house there and I knew there was another ice house out on the other end of town too out where the Magnolia Meats had a place in there and there used to be an ice house in there back in the early days. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the coal storage place out off…
MR. EVANS: Well, that's what I'm talking about. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: …cold yard…is that what you're talking about? 

MR. EVANS: Yeah, uh-huh. Yep. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now was that a place for meat to be held for the restaurants or the cafeterias and then later sold to the public, or do you remember? 

MR. EVANS: I guess if anybody had anything they wanted to put in the cold storage like that they'd probably use that, I don't know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who owned that place? 

MR. EVANS: No, I don’t know who owned it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know anybody that worked out there? 

MR. EVANS: Later on it was it Magnolia Meats I did. You know, I used to haul meat and stuff around for them back then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  Local. 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, local stores, and take it around to local stores. They'd order portions of this and that, you know, and they had frozen food and stuff in there then that'd people would buy and you'd haul it around town. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about--wasn't--what's his name that runs the trophy shop? 

MR. EVANS:  Aspenwald. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, he was a butcher out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I kind of remember. 

MR. EVANS:  Jim Aspenwald…

MR. HUNNICUTT: and then that place caught on fire and that was the last of it, wasn't it? 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah, I think it did catch on fire. I'm not really sure. I think so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tindles Home Center I think came in there for quite a few years. 

MR. EVANS:  Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now they're out of there. Of all the things you've seen Harry in your lifetime what do you think the most amazing thing is that you've ever seen? 

MR. EVANS:  Well, I don't know really. I've seen a lot of stuff around Oak Ridge that nobody else has probably ever seen or ever will see and things in the workplaces and stuff. But other than that Oak Ridge has been a good place to raise kids and be brought up in. It's a good town. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you think it was safe living in Oak Ridge back in the early days and even…

MR. EVANS:  I think it was, yeah, I never known of any crime unless it went on. I'm sure crime goes on everywhere but I never did know much that went on here in town. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Most people never lock their doors or…
MR. EVANS:  No, uh-uh. No they didn’t lock their doors or anything. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did it seem like in the neighborhoods back in those days that people were willing to help each other and, you know, if you needed something they would help you and things like that? 

MR. EVANS:  Well, that's what people did back then. They'd help each other out if they needed something. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, is there anything you can think of that we haven't talked about? 

MR. EVANS:  No, I think we about covered it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any dating rules when you all were dating? 

MR. EVANS:  No. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about rules to be at home at night? 

MR. EVANS:  My kids did back when they was growing up but I never did. The only rule you had to be there when it's time to eat. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yep. Which brings up a question, what kind of food did the family eat when you were growing up? 

MR. EVANS:  Just the basic stuff like pinto beans, fried potatoes and corn bread and stuff like that. Every once in a while you'd have beef stew and something like that. you did eat steaks and stuff like that. And every now and then you might get a hamburger. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did y'all have a garden? 

MR. EVANS:  No, we didn’t have a garden. Most people had them but you had the farmer's market, you know, you could go get stuff at the farmer's market. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was the farmer's market? 

MR. EVANS:  I believe there was one down here at Grove Center where it used to come. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So most of your probably stuff your mother did was either Jefferson or here in the Grove Center area. 

MR. EVANS:  Uh-huh, and they'd have that--that guy would come around too, the farmer would come around pedaling this stuff, you know. He'd have his vegetables, he'd come around the truck on every street. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember any traveling salesman that come to the door trying to pedal stuff? Do you recall? 

MR. EVANS:  I don’t remember any of that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Jewel T. Coffee [ph] or sewing machines or something. 

MR. EVANS:  No, I don't remember any door-to-door salesman coming around. I'm sure they did but I was probably out working when they come around. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, if you don't remember anything else we ought to talk about I guess we're pretty done. 

MR. EVANS:  Alright, I appreciate it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: We thank you for your interview and…
[End of Interview]
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