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MR. MCDANIEL:  This is Keith McDaniel and today is May 22nd.  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  I believe it is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  May 22, 2015, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with the one and only Jim Dodson.  Jim, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. DODSON:  You're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Jim is - is not an old Oak Ridger, but he's a long-time Oak Ridger and we're going to talk about his . . .  He's a long-time teacher in the Oak Ridge school system. I want to talk about, you know, education and the school system and if I can get him to say anything bad about anybody, I'll try but I've never heard him say one bad thing about anybody ever.  So, and I've known Jim a while, but - but anyway, Jim - just start at the beginning.  Tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family and growing up.
MR. DODSON:  Okay.  Well, I was actually born and raised in East Tennessee in Knoxville.  I grew up in South Knoxville.  I went to elementary school at White Elementary School, which is no longer a part of the Knox County system.  So after I left there, they did away with that school and I think they consolidated some of the schools and other schools - schools around.  Then I went to middle school at Doyle Middle and also Doyle High school, graduated in 1981 from Doyle High School and after that I went on to the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now when you were growing up, what did your parents do?
MR. DODSON:  Well, my father worked at TVA.  He was actually a draftsman back when people were doing drafting and soon after that, he started working with CAD [Computer Assisted Design].  But he worked at a lot of different, I guess, industrial places where he would draw the plans for those buildings and help with that.  My mom worked for KUB - the Knoxville Utilities Board - for several years and she retired from there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did she? Now, did you have any brothers or sisters?
MR. DODSON:  I do.  I have two brothers.  I'm actually the oldest.  I've got a brother who is three years younger than me, and he is actually a librarian at the University of Tennessee [UT].  And then I've got a brother who's 11 years younger than me, and he's a teacher and he teaches in Wartrace, Tennessee, at a school.  I believe it's in Murfreesboro.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?  Wartrace. Yeah, I've heard of that.  Is that near Bell Buckle or something like that?
MR. DODSON:   It is.  it's not far from Bell Buckle.

MR. MCDANIEL:   That's right.  I had an intern who was from - I think she went to Wartrace. 

MR. DODSON:   So, the best way to describe Wartrace is if you ever watch the Andy Griffith show, it's about the same size.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is it?
MR. DODSON:  And there's a train track going through the middle of it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Through the middle of it?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Her father had a little model train shop I think in Wartrace, and is that where Webb School or it's close.  There's a Webb School over there in Bell Buckle, I think.

MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  I think Webb School is close to Bell Buckle, and Bell Buckle may be about 30 minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  She lived in Wartrace and went to Webb.  I think so.    Anyway, that's besides the point.  So all three of you brothers are educators to a certain degree.
MR. DODSON:  We are.  Yeah.  We are.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you went to - so you grew up in South Knoxville you said - Doyle High School - in the late ‘70's.  You know, South Knoxville has a - has a reputation of being kind of a rowdy place.  What was it really like?
MR. DODSON:  Well, I don't know if it was rowdy when I was growing up.  It hasn't changed too much in the area that I grew up on in Cumberland Heights.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay, yeah.
MR. DODSON:  But as you get closer to town, it has changed quite a bit.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  Some of the businesses that used to be there are no longer.  You've got some of these strips malls that are kind of infringing on that area.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  But South Knoxville, it was always the gateway to the Smoky Mountains.  Instead of going interstate, we would always go Chapman Highway and we would get to Sevierville that way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  Now you weren't there when Johnny Knoxville, P.J. Clapp, was going to school there were you?
MR. DODSON:  No.  That doesn't sound familiar.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because he's from South Knoxville.
MR. DODSON:  I was there when Cas Walker - Cas Walker's . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  Cas Walker's store.

MR. DODSON:  Store, yeah and we would always - after school, after Doyle High School, after a ballgame, we would go to McDonald's which was there on the hill in South Knoxville.  So yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  All right.  So you decided to go to the University of Tennessee and what did you study?
MR. DODSON:  Well, I was always interested in visual art and actually, I was interested in drama as well but visual art was my first calling.  I think I got a lot of those genetics from my father because he was always drawing things, and I decided I wanted to go into fine arts.  I took a fine arts class at the University of Tennessee my first year, and I fell in love with that.  But I got to the point where, you know, I thought how am I going to make a living at this, and about that time I discovered that there was an art education component of this.  I went over to the education department and I took a class and I fell in love after that because I found that some of the things that I knew I was able to communicate those pretty effectively to some of the teachers that we were working with there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And as a result of that, I took several other classes and eight years later and four degrees later.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh really?
MR. DODSON:  From the University of Tennessee, I'm actually teaching in the Oak Ridge School system.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you went to school for eight years?
MR. DODSON:  I did, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And you've got how many degrees?
MR. DODSON:  I've got four.  I've got a Bachelor of Fine Arts and that's where I started and that's basically in print making.  That was my concentration.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  And then I've got some education degrees.  I've got a Bachelor of Science in Education and then after that, I went ahead and pursued my Masters of Science, and then I finished up with an EDS and that's called a specialist degree.  And then finally, I actually was accepted to the doctorial program but I actually did not finish that, and that's one of those itches that I always wanted to scratch.  So maybe later on, I'll go back and maybe pursue the doctorate degree.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that would be something, wouldn't it?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah, it would be.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you - so you went to the University of Tennessee.  Did they have a good arts school, I mean art program?
MR. DODSON:  They have a great art program.  In fact, the second year . . .  Well, the year prior to me attending there they had actually built a brand new art and architecture building on the campus.  So I got to be in there the second year that it was open.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  The facilities were great.  The instructors were really great.  So that's one of the reasons I continued on that path.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you think about going anywhere else besides UT or was it just always - that was always what it was going to be?
MR. DODSON:  Well, when you're the first one in your family who goes to college and I was, and this is in your backyard, I thought this was the natural choice.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  So and at that time, it wasn't as expensive as it is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  So that's one of the reasons I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You've got a daughter who's been in school for a while.
MR. DODSON:  Oh yeah.  My daughter - I'm really proud of her.  She's actually in school down at the University of Tennessee Chattanooga, and she did her undergraduate degree and now she's working on her doctorate degree in physical therapy.  So she's got about a year left on that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you know what the cost of college is now, don't you?
MR. DODSON:  Oh, yeah.  We're looking forward to that - to the end of that.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure.  I'm sure.  All right.  So you graduated from UT and then what happened?
MR. DODSON:  Well, I'm going to have to mention my wife here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.  I was going to get to that.  DId you meet her while you were in college?
MR. DODSON:  Actually, I did.  I met her while I was working on my undergraduate degree and we got married - now I was 21.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. DODSON:  Fairly young.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  We've been married about 31 years this summer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  But yeah.  She's one of the ones that actually, I guess, had spurred me on and she's given me a really - a good appreciation for education and what it means.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  She's always been there to support me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And her name is Becky.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And was she in college?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What did she get her degree in?
MR. DODSON:  Well, she got her degree in social work.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.

MR. DODSON:  So she started off as a social worker several different places.  She landed at the - at St. Mary's Hospital in Knoxville, which has gone through several changes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  And she stayed with them for the last 30 plus years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  All right.  So you all got married and you finished school and then you had to get a job.
MR. DODSON:   Yeah.  I was fortunate.  I was sitting in my - one of my professor's office over at the University of Tennessee Art Education Department and he came up to me and he said, “You know they're interviewing somebody for an art teaching position out in Oak Ridge,” and I just came off an interview with Maryville and they were ready to hire me at Maryville High School.  So I went out to Oak Ridge and it was at a middle school, and I really thought I'm wanting a high school position.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  But I went out and I talked to Robert Moss, who is the principal there, and I was really impressed with the school and how it was set up.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Where was it, Jefferson?
MR. DODSON:  Jefferson Middle School.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  Jefferson Middle School.  So I was really impressed with this school and he had asked me if I could come back, and I said, “Well, I'd be happy to but Maryville College - not Maryville College but Maryville High School has offered me a position.”  He said, “Well, how would you like to work here.”  (Laughter).  So I said, “Well, I think this would be a great place because I had heard nothing bad about Oak Ridge.”  It was one of the leaders in the State of Tennessee and I thought this is a perfect place to raise a family.  So I told him yeah I'd be happy to, and then after that I got subsequent interviews with Dr. Smallridge and after that I was hired.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now so what made you decide on Oak Ridge in a middle school over Maryville in a high school?
MR. DODSON:  Well, I guess again  . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because you wanted to do high school.  I guess you wanted the older kids, the more advanced.
MR. DODSON:  Actually, I had gone to Central High School for my internship, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:   And where is that?
MR. DODSON:  Central High School is in North Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  All right.  

MR. DODSON:  So I had that for my internship and I felt comfortable with that, and I actually - I was - I was kind of naive.  I thought middle school kids can't do the things that high school kids can.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And then I soon found out that when I got the job and I worked there, they can do it.  In fact, they bring a little bit more motivation to some of these things, and you get to see more of a wide gamut of younger kids and older kids.  So, and it's never - never boring at a middle school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I would imagine middle school is - you know, they're - they're just beginning to find their creative talent.  So they - so they don't have the blinders on that maybe high school kids do.
MR. DODSON:  Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, so.
MR. DODSON:  And I'm loving every day when I teach a fifth grader.  They come in there.  Everybody wants to help you out.  Everybody's really super motivated.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  They haven't been jaded by society.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.  Exactly.
MR. DODSON:  And then when you get a little older, the eighth graders are a little bit more leery of things, but they have the - I guess manual dexterity.  They can really accomplish some of these more challenging art projects.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  But then when you get into high school, you're more specialized I guess.  The kids - kids are going to go into art or they're going to go into another field.  They're at the precipice.  They don't know where they're going to go and you're actually shaping somebody's future in middle school.  I think that's where you need to be.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, let me go back to - you mentioned you had your art degree.  The emphasis was in print making.
MR. DODSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What is that?
MR. DODSON:  Well, print making - I'll describe it this way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You have a degree.  So you ought to be able to tell me.
MR. DODSON:  I should. I should.  Print making - the best way to describe it, it's multiple originals.  If you go into an art gallery and you see reproductions, those are kind of like copies that you would make.  Prints are more of - if I take a lithography stone and I draw and grease - with grease pencils and I ink that up and I print that, that's the original.  So it's multiple originals and a lithograph refers to a stone and then you're drawing on the stone and you're pulling off multiple originals.  And that's a plain-o-graphic which . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  You've lost me.

MR. DODSON:  I've lost you.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I don't know what the stone is.  I don't understand that, but that's okay.  I'm not an artist, so.
MR. DODSON:  And then you've got other areas.   You've got relief printing.  That's where you carve into a piece of wood or a piece of linoleum and the relief or the surface areas that you left, you put ink on that and you print that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  You've seen things like t-shirts.  That's serigraph or silk screen printing.  That's where you put ink through a screen of silk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  And the stencil keeps the ink from passing in certain areas.  Everybody knows that.  Everybody's wearing one of those.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, exactly.
MR. DODSON:  And then you have intallio or you have etching, and that's where you're working on a metal plate and you're etching it with acid or you're scratching into it with a stylus and the ink goes down into the cracks.  Not onto the surface but into the cracks and that's printed.  So you've got about four areas of print making.  That's why enjoyed it so much and one - I think one of the main reasons I enjoyed it at that time was I actually made an edition of 50 prints of the Pigeon Forge water wheel and I sold 40 of those.  I made money and I also still had my originals.  So I didn't have to part with my original piece of artwork.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. DODSON:  Which was fine.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now is that - this is kind of off the subject, but that is - that is an artist process.  I mean, it's not a manufacturing process.  

MR. DODSON:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, it's really a fine artist process.
MR. DODSON:  And there's - you know, step-by-step-by-step but it is an artist process.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  Now, if it's manufacturing, they put it on a printing press and print it out, you know, so.
MR. DODSON:  And I remember printing an edition of 50 there of Holy Ghost Catholic Church in Knoxville on Central, and I was doing this for the priest who had his Jubilee, his 50th year of being a priest at that church. My wife and I, we stayed there eight hours straight printing those.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  It took that long to go through that edition.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.  Wow.  Okay.  All right.  So, you're an expert on that.  But you're an expert in lots of different things in art because I've seen that from what you teach your kids.  So you've got this job at Jefferson and what year was that?

MR. DODSON:  1987.

MR. MCDANIEL:  1987.  You got your job at Jefferson and started there, and you are still at that same job.

MR. DODSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So that's how many years? 28, 29?
MR. DODSON:  28 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  28 years.   Tell me about it.  Tell me about those 28 years.  What are some of the - first of all, what's it like to teach art to middle schoolers?  Go there and then we'll move on someplace else, especially as it relates to Oak Ridge.  What's unique about Oak Ridge kids maybe?
MR. DODSON:    I'm going to think about this for a minute because the unique thing about Oak Ridge, the community and the Oak Ridge Schools and the kids in Oak Ridge are they're very, very supportive of the arts.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  So I just don't feel like I have that resistance that I might have in another community.  I think most of the people in Oak Ridge realize that Oak Ridge has always been an arts community.  I've had some experience working with some of the organizations - the Playhouse, the Art Center.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  Or Art Museum.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  To have a town of like 30,000 and you know have so many art supporters that value that, you don't see that too often in another community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  So I think that's one of the things that's always enabled me to do such a good job at my school is I've always had people who come in and say how can I help you?  How can I help fund your art program?  Our PTO has been there in a heartbeat to say do you need the money for this.  We're going to help you out with that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.

MR. DODSON:  Parents to volunteer for certain things.  So it just gives you a fertile ground to work in and that's I think been the difference - if I've compared myself to other teachers. . . 

MR. MCDANIEL:
You know, exactly, yeah.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah, it's been  …  It's just been a terrific experience and you know sometimes people will say why don't you consider going to a high school in another county or somewhere and teaching or why don't you think about college?  Well, actually I have taught in college before as an adjunct faculty member and I come back to what I'm doing and I'm going, “Why would I want to leave something that's so perfect right now that I learn every day from these kids.”  And it's just the dream job.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And it's not a dream job, it's a career.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  So that's why I'm not going to leave until I get really super tired or they kick me out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well I mean, I guess you're close to the point where you could retire.  I mean . . .
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  I could actually retire in a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That was what I was about to say.  Is that a state retirement or I mean, how does that work?
MR. DODSON:  Well after 30 years, you can retire with full benefits.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. DODSON:  And in a couple of years, I'll have that but I don't see myself wanting to do that you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  I'm able to do ...  I'm able to work with the students and teach them and work with them, but I'm able to take what I'm learning from them and apply that to some of the things that I do outside the school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right which we'll talk about in a minute.  We'll talk about some of the activities, but back to, I guess, my original question.  What's it like working with middle schools and what do you - what do you teach them?  I mean, what are some examples of things that you do in a classroom in Oak Ridge at Jefferson Middle School with middle schoolers?

MR. DODSON:  Well, if I - if I told you that I taught them how to draw a pretty picture, that wouldn't be enough for me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  What I'm trying to do is I'm trying to teach them how to use, for example, visual art as a language, and I consider visual art one of their first languages and you know I give an analogy sometimes to a student.  You know, what if you went to a local store and you picked up a desk and you opened that box up and you were trying to put that desk together.  Would you go with the written words on that page or would you go with the diagrams or would you do a little bit of both?  And I always get - I would go with the diagrams or I would go with both, but not just the written words.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  And I think that's an important part of what I'm doing is I'm trying to have the kids think visually, through visual symbols and to, you know, experience the world that way and be able to communicate that way.  One of the things that's been really neat and when I have some students who have English as a second language.  They come in.  They don't do so well in your traditional classes, but in my class they do actually better sometimes because they're not bombarded by, you know, the word . . .  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Language.
MR. DODSON:  The language, exactly, and those visual symbols are able to excel, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  I just want people to understand that, you know, art's not about having somebody come to the classroom and teaching them how to make a pot or make a print  like we just talked about, but it's more about using that as a language and also investigating the history of our civilization.  One of the things we're going to be doing next week is we're going to do an archeological dig.   Each one of the students in the sixth grade that I have, they made a little piece, an artifact, from a civilization.  We're going to take that behind the school.  We're going to bury that.  We're going to dig that up, and they're going to have to identify that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.
MR. DODSON:  And finally I want to say this - next year at Jefferson Middle School, we're going to have a period which is going to be an enrichment period.  I am so looking forward to working with some teachers to integrate all the subjects that we teach there and artists.  The perfect venue to integrate math, science …
MR. MCDANIEL:  What do you mean an enrichment period?
MR. DODSON:  Well, it's a period that we're going to work into the schedule.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  Where students are going to have the opportunity to work with several different teachers and several different disciplines and probably be more of a project based learning.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  So they might create a project that has aspects of arts, science, social studies, all integrated in this and the practical applications of what they're learning right now come out in this.  It's very exciting. I'm looking forward to it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's something new?
MR. DODSON:  It's something new.  It will be on our docket next year.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  Well, good, good.  So - so you teach - teach these kids and excuse me, and you mentioned that you know their minds are pretty open when they get - at that age, when they get to you.  So do you find that - that these - these students are really creative, I mean and is that something you can teach or is that something that's natural?    I mean, I've always heard, you know, it's a natural talent.  You know, the natural talent that you need to refine but if you don't have it, well you're just out of luck.  

MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  Keith, I think you're right.  I think some of the people that . . .  Well, it's like anything else.  Everybody has . . .  They're predisposed to a certain type of ability.  Some people add and subtract better.  Some people use language a lot better.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  And some people can draw and paint images much, much better than other folks.  Can you get better at that?  That's why I'm there.  I think you can get better and that's through practice and that's through, you know . . .  We look at things like - I'll give you an example.  Let's just say we're creating a nametag with - with their name and a design.  One of the things I'll tell them is instead of just taking your - take a piece of paper and drawing a name on that and coloring it in, why don't you think about this?  Is it easy to read?  Is it large?  Have you developed the background?  Have you put any kind of pattern on that nametag?  Have you used any visual symbols that are, you know, common to you or mean a lot to you?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON:  Putting all those things together.  So we can develop strategies to increase that creativity or the way you look at things and we talk about a fantasy animal drawing in the fifth grade.  Make it large, give it pattern on its body, develop the habitat or the environment.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  Put other animals in there to create space - front, behind.  You know, so we - we can give them some of these tools that they need to you know put together a piece of artwork.  So you - you do come in there with some ability.  It could be a higher ability.  It could be a lower ability, but I think everybody can grow and that's the thing I’m assessing the most is the growth.  It's not where you start and, you know, everybody's at a level playing field because we know they're not.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you can't come in as a really good artist who's been drawing since they were two years old and breeze through your class?
MR. DODSON:  No.  We're looking for that person to get even better as well.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure and I'm sure you - I'm confident that as an educator and someone who's interested in all different types of subjects, you see the study of art, the practice of art as fundamental.  I'm putting words in your mouth, but I'm just going to guess - as fundamental and a foundation for other subjects as well.  Why don't you talk about that a little bit?  I would think that.
MR. DODSON:  Well, yeah and you know we spoke about this earlier.  If a principal was coming to me and asking me to justify why I'm teaching art, I think I could.  I really - I do.  If it's just me asking students to make an enjoyable or a pretty picture, that's not enough of a reason, so and particularly in the middle school.  I really do feel like that art has to be that glue or that venue that bonds all these other subjects together.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  I had an intern this year.  We were discussing this.  I can see, you know, elements of math coming out in proportions and things like that that we're discussing in art.  I can see history coming out in the artifacts and things that we did up that tell about the history of certain cultures and civilizations.  I can see science.  I mean, I've related science already this year in a project where we're looking through microscopes and creating compositions based on what we see in the microscopes.  There's beauty in those things rather than just, you know, it's a plant or animal cell.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  So to me, art has always been this - this venue that integrates all these other subjects.  Now, art for art's sake - I love creating artwork and I think the students do too.  You know, you're going through the day and you're - you're reading and writing.  You're adding and subtracting.  You're learning about the history of different cultures but then you're coming into art and you're actually using your hands to create some of these things, and I think that's a really important part of what we need to be doing as well.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  Devices are cool.  We had a lot of discussion about, you know, will the computers help or hurt the schools in the future.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And I think everybody agrees - well, everybody that I've talked to agrees that they're a great tool but they're not going to replace anything.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  So this year, we've actually used those tools in our classrooms to enhance what we're doing.  If the student is having trouble drawing a certain thing because they just don't have that information in their head, they haven't lived as long as I have.  I can draw some of these things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  They're able to pull those images up on their devices.  So it's kind of helped that.  I don't think it will ever take that away.  You have to stop and you can't have them pull up a picture that somebody did and copy the whole thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's kind of like making a …   It's kind of like I tell aspiring young film makers.  I said it's so much cheaper now to make a film.  I mean, you know, whereas before it would be hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Well now, you can spend a few hundred on a camera and you can make a film.  The technology is available, but the creativity and the story has got to be there before it's good.
MR. DODSON:   And see, I think you just hit on that.  One of the things we do is we try to enhance creativity.  I love to see them practice their craft drawing, painting, all those things.  You try to, you know, use those more traditional tools but then you can enhance anything that you've done with some of the newer technology today.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:   But there's not an art teacher out there that would say I would really rather my - my students come into my college program, not have any experience in drawing still lifes, drawing from observation.  So we try to start with those basic building blocks.  You know, like a Van Gogh or a Picasso.  They started with those basic building blocks of drawing from observation, getting those things correct, and then they can branch off into using their creativity doing cubism or Van Gogh's, you know, “Starry Night” where you see all the brush strokes and all that in it.  So it's a progression from the building blocks that you have in our classroom to more advanced things. Hopefully somebody one day will be a videographer and a movie maker.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  I'm looking forward to that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And is that something you incorporate into your class?  Is that, you know, that's visual.  I mean, you know, is that something that you do or?
MR. DODSON:  We're - we're going to try to do more of that.  I will tell you that we have some educators at our school who do a little bit more of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  With more technology being introduced in our school - for example, something as simple as an iPad.  You can make a rudimentary video.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  And you can go into iMovie and edit that.  So ten years ago, I didn't see that and that's a big change in the Oak Ridge system and any school system.  Man, I can remember 20 years ago, I was one of the first people to sit down at those computers.  I was one of the first three trainers in the Oak Ridge system to train people how to use computers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  I was doing the art part of it.  We had somebody else doing spreadsheets and data base and we had somebody doing word processing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And we were the first trainers.  One of them was Twinkle Tindles.  She was at Robertsville.  She was a science teacher, and one of them was Brenda Brewer.  And we were asked by Jinks Bostadt, who is the person in personnel, if we would come out and we would work with the teachers in Oak Ridge and we actually took our dog and pony show on the road and we went to schools in the Knox County area.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  So I've seen a lot of changes in technology in those 20 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.  I'm sure you …  Well, that's a good transition.  I'm sure you've seen a lot of changes in the Oak Ridge School system in the last 28 years haven't you?
MR. DODSON:  I have.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Talk about that a little bit.  Talk about some of the things that make Oak Ridge Schools special and talk about some of the things that you've seen - changes, both positive and maybe not so positive if you don't mind.
MR. DODSON:  Sure.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  So and then when you get through with that, I want to talk about kind of a new effort in education over the last few years.
MR. DODSON:  Sure.  Well, the early years at Jefferson Junior High School . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, and you've always taught where the Jefferson is now.  Is that correct?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  The - the last and hopefully final location.  I've seen Jefferson, the physical building, go through changes as well.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MR. DODSON:  But in Jefferson Junior High School when I first started, we had ninth graders there and I enjoyed that portion of it because I got to actually have some high school students and I'm actually somebody's that from a middle school.  I didn't know what a junior high school was until I started at Jefferson Junior High.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So junior high is seven, eight and nine.  Is that correct?

MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Seventh, eight and nine.

MR. DODSON:  Right.  Seventh, eighth and nine.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you went to a middle school.
MR. DODSON:  I went to a middle school, and the highest was eighth grade for me.  So I never experienced the ninth grade being in the middle school junior high school setting, and that was fun.  It was fun working with them, but let me see if I can put this into words.  The first five, ten years I - I - it seems like I felt like maybe staff members talked a little bit more to one another.  We sat down at the table during lunch, and we were able to share experiences.  I remember we had one phone that everybody used in that whole building.  I remember that.  So we weren't as connected with technology, but we seemed to be sometimes more connected . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  Personally.
MR. DODSON:  Personally.  Yeah, exactly. So that's changed.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I would imagine it would have been more of a family type comradery among the staff and faculty.
MR. DODSON:  It felt that way.  I mean, I just remember everybody going to . .  .  The staff going to football games and, you know, sharing time out and sometimes the staff would get together and have parties and . . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  And it's - it's not that . . . It's bad now.  It's just different now.  That we don't do that much.  We try to, but we don't do that much and I think with the advent of all the technology, the computers on everybody's desk, a phone on everybody's desk, you're connected that way but you're kind of disconnected unless you get out of your room and you actually walk to another person's room or if you have a team meeting where you're able to discuss things.  So I kind of miss that part it and I do miss this.  Early on, I think every teacher was kind of in - I don't know how to say this.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's okay.  Go ahead.
MR. DODSON:  Every teacher was - they had their responsibility.  They weren't grouped according to core teachers or special area teachers, and sometimes I miss that.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  I think every teacher no matter what he or she teaches and what class, you know, they're working on - I think they all contribute equally to that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They felt responsible for the school.
MR. DODSON:  Right, exactly and then now it seems like it's more core, which you have math, science, social studies and English.  Then you have your special area teachers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And I'm going to say this as a positive.  At no other time in the last several years do I feel quite as connected again as with my new principal, Phil Cox.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  I'm going to speak on his behalf on this. He has made a conscious effort to show how important the special areas with the core and that kind of leads into that enrichment program that we're going to be doing next year.  Everybody will be on deck working on this together, and I - I kind of see the cyclical thing going now where we - were doing that in the beginning.  We kind of drifted away from that when we became a middle school and now we're coming back to that, and we see all the teachers contributing equally to the education of these kids and showing all interrelates and I think that's just terrific.  So that's why I'm probably going to be there another ten years because I want to see how this pans out.  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And that kind of brings me - you talked about the core and this is in all the schools.  I mean, I guess in the middle schools in Robertsville and Jefferson - is you know, English, social studies, math and science.  Those are the four core courses and then you've got the other courses.
MR. DODSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It would seem to me that just saying those are the core courses but, you know, means that the other courses aren't nearly as important.  Is that - do you get that?  Did you get that?  I mean, was that … 

MR. DODSON:  I would say maybe tenish - ten years ago, I kind of felt that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And I mean, I'm not going to say anything that's not public record here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  Core teachers at our school would get two planning periods and we would get one planning period.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And I understand that.  I think that extra planning period is put in there because we need to, you know, do some helping of students who need that extra time, bring in parents for conferences and things like that.  So I see that.  I really do, but I guess what I - what I like now is it seems like it's coming more back around where people are understanding an education that these special areas aren't just on the fringe but they're actually needed to motivate students in maybe the core classes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON: So that's exciting for me right now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But that kind of brings me around to what I wanted to talk about with STEM.  To me, science, what is it - science, technology, engineering and math.  Okay.  That's a big push and in Oak Ridge Schools the last few years - the STEM program.  I mean, they even have this L&N STEM school in Knoxville now.
MR. DODSON:  STEM Academy.

MR. MCDANIEL:  STEM Academy.  It's - see to me, that makes it sound like anything that's not related to those subjects is not important.  It's secondary.  
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How as an artist and an art teacher, first do you feel about that philosophy because it directly relates to Oak Ridge Schools?  I mean, I'm not going to want you to say something that's going to get you in trouble but I want your honest feeling.  You've been around a long time and people know you and - how – how… Is that an Oak Ridge thing?  Is it a regional thing?  Is that a national movement?
MR. DODSON:  I actually I see it as a national movement, but I think Oak Ridge is probably better suited to really capitalize on that because of the history of Oak Ridge being such a science-oriented community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  With the Lab being, you know, just adjacent to us.  I guess the first time I heard that acronym STEM, I was in a leadership Oak Ridge class and one of the - the leaders in that class, he mentioned that as an initiative that he thought would be important in the Oak Ridge Schools and I didn't know what STEM was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And then he said science, technology, engineering and math.  Well, you know, me being the art advocate I am, I thought are you kidding?  What about the arts?  

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. DODSON:  And I pressed it, and I pressed it, and I pressed it, and I keep doing that too.  So. . .

MR. MCDANIEL:  And what has been people's response to that?
MR. DODSON:  Well, just recently this year we have some STEM teachers I guess, if you want to call them STEM leaders in our building, and I felt much, much better about STEM this year because at our - at our first meeting, she got up and she said, “I really would rather you not say science, technology, engineering and math, but it's more of a collaboration, creative thinking.”  She was using the four C's, okay.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  I'd like to remember the other two.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Collaboration.
MR. DODSON:  It's critical thinking, collaboration, teaching communication skills and there's one more.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  That's all right.
MR. DODSON:  But she mentioned that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, okay.
MR. DODSON:  And after that, I thought you know she's - she's right on target.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MR. DODSON:  It's not teaching subjects.  It's not teaching science, technology, engineering and math, but it's teaching how to be more creative, solve problems better, to communicate with other folks better.  It was, you know, teaching things like that and I thought this person really has that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, but that STEM acronym is out there.  I mean, you know, and for non-artists unlike you and I, you know, they - they gravitate to that and - and they don't see the value of making it a STEM as some people say, you know, adding art in there as you and I do I guess.
MR. DODSON:  Well, and I guess that's one of the reasons I've been pushing some of the projects that I've done this year with some of the students. You know, I've worked closely with a science teacher and we're trying to collaborate.  Collaboration means not just students, but teachers' collaboration on projects.  I've been able to collaborate with a foreign language or a world language teacher this year on projects.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  So, I think more people are buying into the fact that it's - it's not talking about the subject involved, but … 

MR. MCDANIEL:  The way that - the learning process.
MR. DODSON:  The learning process that we're trying to get across.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right and do you think that's just at your school or do you know about the other schools in the Oak Ridge School system or system-wide, from an administration standpoint?
MR. DODSON:  (Laughter).  Yeah.  I really can't comment on the other ones because you know I don't how they will approach it.  I can just tell you that I've very - actually, I'm going to be one of the STEM innovators.  So I'm going to be taking workshops this summer to learn how to do this and to work with our teachers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And I mentioned that - that period next year where we're going to be working together.  At our school, we're going to try to do this.  We may even be the trend setter and hopefully people will follow what we're doing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.  Okay.  Well, let's talk a little bit about your involvement in the community because I know you're not just an art teacher at a middle school.  I mean, not that that's not important, it's just that …
MR. DODSON:  I'm glad you said that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, because I know that's not the only thing you do.  I know you've been involved in lots of different things.  So, talk a little bit about some of your involvement. I know you are - you know, you are involved in the Arts Council of Oak Ridge for a long time and you know, and you've got this new science fair with the Rotary.  So let's talk about some the things that you've done over the last 30 years, got involved in - in the community.

MR. DODSON:  Okay.  Well, in the community I've always tried to exhibit the work of the students, and we've done that for the last 30 years.  We did it for quite a long time at the Oak Ridge Community Arts Center and then now recently, we do that at the Children’s Museum.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.

MR. DODSON:  It's been really great working with those two great organizations.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So it's an art show.
MR. DODSON:  It's an art show.  It's a kindergarten through 12th grade art show.  We've always thought it was important to show that we're doing, and one of the reasons being is Oak Ridge for the longest time was one of the few school systems that had art specialists in kindergarten through fourth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh really?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  So we wanted to show how sequential art program - K-12 is very, very important to learning.  So we did that for the longest time at both of those venues.  Now I guess one of the things about that is it kind of led me to believe that there are other things happening in Oak Ridge, and I always knew we had a great Playhouse.  I knew we had a symphony, but I want to be more involved with that aspect of it.  It's a little bit more difficult for me since I'm wearing the visual art hat to get into that, but...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  About eight years ago, I was asked to be on the board of Arts Council of Oak Ridge.  So I was on the board of the Arts Council for about six years, was able to work with a lot of the organizations, not just the organizations but we also worked with the Secret City Festival for the longest time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Talk a little bit about the Arts Council and what they do.
MR. DODSON:  Okay.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In case people don't know.
MR. DODSON:  Well, the Arts Council is a lot like the United Way. It's the United Way for the Arts.  What it does is primarily it has United Arts Fund Drive and they raise money under the umbrella of the Arts Council for eight member organizations.  And then those eight member organizations help us with that and then we divide that money equally among them based on how much they have raised from their donors.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. DODSON:  And some of that goes into a general fund that's distributed to all of the arts organizations in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. DODSON:  The Arts Council of Oak Ridge has been in existence since 1956 I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What's what I was about to say.
MR. DODSON:  So it's over 50 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  And I think one of the reasons it was developed was different arts organizations were bumping into each other making it hard for somebody to decide do I want to go to give to the play?  I still want to give to this.  You might have six or seven people coming to your door asking.  So we decided to put it underneath one umbrella.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And that's the history of, you know, what it's about.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And just - you know, in the ‘50's you had this Oak Ridge and we talked about this a little bit.  You had Oak Ridge, this small community - fairly small community - that had all these arts organizations.  So I mean you know, that's . . .  Like you said, everybody was bumping into each other asking for money from local businesses and organizations and such which is unique.  I mean, you know, it was very unique to have a town as small as Oak Ridge to have a symphony, to have a Playhouse, to have an Arts Center.

MR. DODSON:  Oh yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  To have all these different things.  

MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And you can talk to that.  I'm sorry.
MR. DODSON:  That's okay and you know, we are unique for a town of 30,000 to have eight organizations like that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON:  But you know I always thought the Arts Council was more than just a fund-raising entity.  I thought it was an advocacy organization.  So we've done several things over the - you know, the history of when I was in there to help advocate for the arts.  In fact, one of the things we decided to do was similar to the Grammys.  We had Evening with the Arts and that was - actually it wasn't Evening with the Arts.  It was Tribute to the Arts.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay, right.
MR. DODSON:  And actually that was a night where we had performances by those eight member organizations and we awarded people for doing such a good job - either being an artist in an organization or somebody who supports that organization.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.
MR. DODSON:  So we had that a couple of years ago.  We're looking to try to do something like that in the future.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. So you're on the board for six years and then you became president?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  I was on the board for six years.  The last year I was president of the organization and then the last two years of the eight years that I was associated with them, I was the executive director.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right.  Okay.  All right, and then you gave that up.

MR. DODSON:  I gave that up.  It was hard to do two jobs.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I understand.
MR. DODSON:  Actually, three jobs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So you're involved in the Arts Council.  What are the other things that you've been involved in in the community?
MR. DODSON:  In the East Tennessee area, I'm on the board of the Dogwood Arts Festival and then I'm also a co-chair of the chalk walk which is on Market Square Mall.  We have - in that single day I guess we have 10,000 people who visit us and we have more than 250 artists who are chalking the sidewalks.  And it actually brings - I think the numbers on that - it brings about a quarter of a million dollars in revenue for that single day into Oak Ridge - not Oak Ridge, but Knoxville - for that event.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  I'm also a chair of the student exhibition with Dogwood Arts Festival and then also a recent addition to that was the art educator exhibit.  It's a regional exhibition that's associated with that.  We call that synergy which both of those exhibitions go on at the same time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now you also have kind of - one of the big things that you stated or - or is the East Tennessee Art Educators Association.  Is that what it is?
MR. DODSON:  You pretty much know a lot more about me than I do, Keith.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you started that.  That's kind of a big thing for you isn't it?
MR. DODSON:  We're coming up on our tenth anniversary of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay and so tell me about that.
MR. DODSON:  Well, it started off in East Tennessee at the Knoxville Museum of Art.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON:  And it was two weeks of showing off artwork from the East Tennessee area - student artwork.  We didn't know how it was going to go.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And your students participated?  Kids from Oak Ridge participated?
MR. DODSON:  Oak Ridge students, all the Knox County students.  Just basically everybody in East Tennessee.  We had that, like I said, about nine years ago and we were really fortunate.  We had 500 attendees that opening night.  It was one of the largest openings that the Knoxville Museum of Art ever had.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  So as a result of that, they said would you do this again next year. We're going to give you a month next year to do it.  So we did it again the next year.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So it's an art show for a month?
MR. DODSON:  Oh yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A student exhibition.
MR. DODSON:  For a month we have around 300 pieces of student artwork that's been whittled down from about a thousand pieces and one of the unique things about his exhibition is we award scholarships to students from colleges.  Memphis College of Art, Watkins College of Art and Design and Film, Savannah College of Art and Design.  We've actually worked with more than 15 different colleges in and around the Tennessee area over the last several years.  So after the first two years, I'm really proud of this.  It actually got expanded.  So we went to Middle and West Tennessee - the Renaissance Center in Jackson.  They were our sponsor for, I guess, about six years, and then we went to the West Tennessee Regional Arts Center in Humboldt, Tennessee.  So we expanded that and it's been going in Middle and West Tennessee for eight years now.  So we're coming up on our tenth year here next year and our ninth year on those other two venues.  We've awarded - well, I'm going to say this.  We've offered …
MR. MCDANIEL:  Offered.
MR. DODSON:   Offered more than seven million dollars in scholarships to these students. I would accepted from the students, maybe about a million dollars, but still …
MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. DODSON:  That's sending students and kids to, you know, art colleges that would not have had an opportunity to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. DODSON:  And some of them - some of them are $500.00 a year, but some of them are like $15,000.00 to $25,000.00 a year.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MR. DODSON:  For some of the more expensive colleges.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure and I guess some of the more exceptional young artists ...
MR. DODSON:  Oh, exactly.  I mean, I could name one of my students who actually is graduating from the Memphis College of Art.  Her name was Claire Freeman, and she received a scholarship from the Knoxville Museum of Art location for a sculpture that she did in stone carving workshop that we had at our school.  And she went on to pursue a teaching degree or an art education degree from MCA and now she's going to be graduating and she probably wouldn't have done that unless she had gotten that scholarship.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Have you had lots of students that have gone on.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I guess over the course of 30 years or so, you've had lots of students that have gone to become artists or art educators haven't you?
MR. DODSON:  A fair amount, but sometimes it's hard to recount all …
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.  I'm sure.
MR. DODSON:  I'm looking at actually one of my students who comes over in a program called Yieldcep and don't ask me what that acronym means, but she's coming over from the Oak Ridge High School right now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's a …
MR. DODSON:  It's a co-op.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's a co-op. It's a free period.  They come over and work with you.

MR. DODSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Because my son will be a senior next year and he's got a Yield. He's got a Yield.
MR. DODSON:  Yieldcep?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON: Well, this student has actually enjoyed it so much that she's already said that she's going to more than likely go into art education.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  So it's just really neat to see that. That's why you'll never see me retire anytime soon because you can see things like that happen.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.  Okay.  So Arts Council, your East Tennessee chalk walk, Dogwood Arts and the Da Vinci Arts & Science Fair.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You just had that last weekend.  Why don't you talk a little bit about - about that?
MR. DODSON:  Well, I will start this way.  My wife was involved with Rotary Club in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  And I thought there's one of those in Oak Ridge, and I really liked their philosophy of how they give back to the community.  You know, I'm involved in a lot of boards and things that we, you know, put on shows and stuff like that. This is something that is kind of out of the sight of my comfort zone, and I can work them and maybe give back to the community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In other ways?
MR. DODSON:  In other ways, exactly.  So I became a member of the Rotary Club about a year ago and as a result of that, when you're the first person who's a member in that club, they always come up and ask you would you do this.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Of course.
MR. DODSON:  Would you assume this office or this office?  So they had asked me if I could be the administration chair.  So I - I've been the administration chair for the last year, and that's bringing in speakers but another thing that I do is. . .  They also have one of their pet projects is the science fair. It was the Innovation Valley Science Fair.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right and that actually started at Linden Elementary School.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah, it did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And actually the . . . 

MR. DODSON:  Roger Ward.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Roger Ward, the principal at Linden Elementary School, he had a science fair and he was a member of Rotary. I guess, or he asked some Rotarians to become judge and they got interested in it and kind of - sort of took it over didn't they?

MR. DODSON:  I'm pretty sure the science fair actually was housed at Lindon.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It was the first year.
MR. DODSON:  The first year.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The first year.
MR. DODSON:  Now it's moved over to the New Hope Center, and one of the things we added this year and I'm going to give Sue Ann Lewis, who is our president now, her credit too.  She has an art background in interior design.  So the two of us kind of got together on this and said, you know, we could add an art component to this which kind of comes back to that STEM that we were talking about.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. DODSON:  And I said you know, there's a person who I've always admired.  His name is Leonardo Da Vinci and he is - he was always an innovator in arts and science.  His inventions and his great artwork and I thought this would be a perfect combination for these two great disciplines to pull them together.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  So we kind of gave birth to this with the help of everybody in Rotary.  They were behind that.  This is a Rotary Club, Sunset Club.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right and there's three Rotary Clubs in Oak Ridge.  This is the one in the evening.
MR. DODSON:  In the evening.

MR. MCDANIEL:  This is the one with the wine.
MR. DODSON:  The wine.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's famous for the wine.  The other two have meals, but you all have wine.
MR. DODSON:  We have wine and beer sometimes.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MR. DODSON:  So we got together and a lot of the other Rotarians were into this.  In fact, some of them will speak up and say it shouldn't be STEM.  It should be STEM and I'm - I was loving that.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Of course.
MR. DODSON:  So when you fuel the fire, which was the arts and science things.  We put it together.  We branded it and we got t-shirts that has the Da Vinci Arts & Science Fair on it.  We gave those out and they continue to have really excellent gifts and awards for both the science students and also the art students.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And you have probably about 125 kids participate this last year?
MR. DODSON:  Oh yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And it's Anderson and Roane County  mainly - Anderson and Roane County.
MR. DODSON:  And I can just give you an idea of some of the schools that participate, and I was really amazed in the art part of it.  I thought it might have just been Oak Ridge this year, but Oak Ridge participated. St. Mary's participated.  South Clinton participated.  Kingston participated.  In fact, our Best of Show Winner came from Kingston.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. DODSON:  Which was really neat, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.  So it's the Da Vinci Arts & Science Fair, and you kind of rebranded it - the science fair to that this year.
MR. DODSON:  And they've promised me this is going to be the last name change.  It's been through three or four name changes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They change it just about every year and I - and so - so anyway.  So that's kind of a thing that you do.
MR. DODSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What else do you do that nobody knows about?
MR. DODSON:  Well, you probably have heard of this before.  It's the Tennessee Arts Academy.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  The Tennessee Arts Academy, I've been working with them for the last six years, and that's at Belmont University in Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  The Tennessee Arts Academy has been in existence.  This is the 29th year.  They're coming up on their 30th anniversary next year.  It's …
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is it for educators?
MR. DODSON:  I'm going to use - yeah.  It's a premiere arts educators - arts educators.  It's not just visual art.  In-service training over the summer and it's a week long experience in drama and music, meaning instrumental or vocal.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And also visual arts, and I'm the Visual Art director of that.  So I work with 100 visual art teachers.  So I'm contracted to bring in four instructors to work with them and then I've got coming facilitators who work as well.  And then we have two exhibitions that go on simultaneously with that, and that is the best of the best exhibition which is a culmination of the three regional shows.  And then we have the teacher exhibition, which is a Tennessee Art Education Association member exhibition.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON:  So we have that coming up too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  That's huge.  You're a busy guy aren't you?
MR. DODSON:  It's fun.  It really is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And so before I ask you my final question, you also …  See I would just say that.  I was surprised when you showed up today.  That you didn't have something hanging around your neck because if I had won an Oscar, I would take that with me everywhere I went and would sit it right down next to me.  You were just recognized by the Governor.  You were named to a board and recognized.  Tell me what happened in the last month or so.
MR. DODSON:  Well, I was just fortunate.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, tell me.  Tell me what happened.
MR. DODSON:  Well, last month I was appointed by Governor Haslam to the Humanities Tennessee Board.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  What does that mean?
MR. DODSON:  Humanities to me always included reading, writing, history and also the arts.  So you know I’m going to be pushing the arts part of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  You talked about that STEM thing earlier.  So I'm going to be pushing that a lot.  So one of the things that I just recently got an opportunity to do was I went to Nashville and teachers across the state, they submit grant ideas for them to do special projects in the school or school system.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MR. DODSON:  I was able to be one of the judges.  So we read through - I would say it was 11 packets of requests for travel, for materials, for programs and that was a fun part.  I hate to be on a board and you're just on a board.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  So I actually got to sink my teeth into that …
MR. MCDANIEL:  And do something.
MR. DODSON:  And do something and select some people to get some - get some money to help them out to really help out and effect change in the state of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  That's what that was about.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. DODSON:  The other thing was a good friend of mine who's with the Tennessee Education Association, and I am too.  I've been a member for the last 28 years. He submitted my name and I had to fill out an application, which took about a weekend, for the Tennessee Education Association distinguished educator for East Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And they aware these in the East, Middle and West.  So I was selected for that.  I got to go down and receive - I won an award.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A medal.
MR. DODSON:  I've got a little medal around my neck and I had to give a little acceptance speech which was fun.  But it's always good to, you know, get recognized from an organization that does such a good job promoting - promoting education in the public schools.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So were you the only one from East Tennessee that received the …
MR. DODSON:  No.  Actually, there was another gentleman - I want to say the Clinton area.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah, but yeah.  I think there was about nine people across the state.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right - that received educator of the year?
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  These are Distinguished Educator.  When you put that word distinguished on there, it means you're old.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that what it means?  But it didn't have anything to do with art.  

MR. DODSON:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It had to do with education.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah, that was pretty much.   It was education, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.  I guess that's a - a way to recognize significance and …
MR. DODSON: It was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I don't want to say long time in the school system, but somebody who's done things that other people feel are important.  

MR. DODSON:  I guess two of the awards that I've received and I'll go ahead and say this, that mean the most and I told Mary Ann Damos at the Children's Museum the other day I saw her.  I got one of these Friends of the Children Award for the work I had done, you know, promoting the art in the schools and, you know, working with the Children's Museum over there.  You know, to be recognized by one of your local organizations that does such a good job in Oak Ridge, that meant more to me than some of the larger awards.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. DODSON:  And I told her that.  Way back in 1999 I got the National Middle School Art Educator award from the National Education - Art Education Association.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. DODSON:  And that was pretty neat, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.  That's kind of a big deal - a national award.
MR. DODSON:  Yeah.  That was a national award.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you find as artists and other people do that the scripture – “A prophet is without honor in his own land,” sometimes is true.
MR. DODSON: You know, I heard that.  Somebody else - another wise person told me that.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh well, but like you said - it's nice to be recognized by your - by your neighbors.
MR. DODSON:  It is.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Rather than someone outside the area.
MR. DODSON:  And that's exactly right. I think my wife said exactly the same thing that you said and it meant a lot to me for a local organization that does such a good job to - yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  So, all right.  So what have I not asked you about that you want to talk about?  We can.  I mean, you know, now is the time.  You're still employed.  So I'm sure there's somethings you can't talk about or don't want to say, but - but how do you feel about the future of Oak Ridge Schools and education?  I mean, if you had - if it is was up to you, what would be the direction that you would point us in and do you think we're pointed in that direction or close to it?
MR. DODSON:  I think it would really be important to remember that the most important part of education in Oak Ridge are the teachers and the students and the parents. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  And the interaction of those.
MR. DODSON:  And the interaction of those.  You can't buy some sort of technology that's going to make up for that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. DODSON:  And if you'll remember about those relationships and those interactions, you're never going to go wrong and I think that's what we were based on and that's what made us strong in the beginning and that's what's going to carry us through to the end.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  Very good.
MR. DODSON:  Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Thank you Jim.  I appreciate you taking time to talk with us.

MR. DODSON:  You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And congratulations on . . .  Congratulations on your success, and thank you for the - the . . .  Thank you for the effect that you've had on the kids of Oak Ridge for the last 30 years.
MR. DODSON:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate it.

[End of Interview]
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