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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is December 4, 2014. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Beverly Connor. Beverly, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MRS. CONNOR: Thank you for having me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start at the beginning. Why don't you tell me -- I want to know about your life. So, why don't you tell me about where you were born and raised and something about your family.

MRS. CONNOR: Well, I was raised in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. I was actually born in Detroit, Michigan, simply because that's where my parents were when I was born.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: My mother's folks are from Scott County, Tennessee, which is just right up the road about an hour's time and my father is from Stearns, Kentucky, which is just right across the border.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. CONNOR: So my family's always ... My family's been in Scott County and around there since the 1700s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: And my father, when I was about three, he got a job in Oak Ridge and we moved to the flat tops on Louisiana Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? What year was that when you ... when they came, you all came?

MRS. CONNOR: That would be about '51, or somewhere thereabouts. I was about three years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CONNOR: And, in fact, that's one of my ... If I try to remember my very first memory, it's coming down Louisiana Avenue with the car loaded up and, to the flat top, and it's such a brief scrap of a memory, but that's my first one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. So, what did your dad do? I mean, what ... Did he have a profession?

MRS. CONNOR: Well, that's a good question. Because I was raised in Oak Ridge, I don't know what he did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MRS. CONNOR: And none of the ... none of the kids that I grew up with knew what their dad’s did. He ... His first job, I think, was at the X-10 or it may have been K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: He was called an inspector.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CONNOR: I had no idea what he inspected.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Later on, he had a ... he had a degree in accounting and he worked at all three of the plants, X-10, K-25 and Y-12. And then he worked at the AEC, I think they called it ... Did they call it the Castle on the Hill? Or wherever ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Castle on the Hill, which was DOE headquarters.
MRS. CONNOR: Atomic Energy Commission there, he worked there for ... until he retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: So he had an accounting degree ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... but they called him an inspector when he went to work there.
MRS. CONNOR: When he ... Yeah, when he first started to work then he kind of worked his way into different jobs. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. So you came, your family came in 1951 to Oak Ridge.
MRS. CONNOR: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: And, so, the gates had just opened two years earlier in '49. And, so, did you have brothers or sisters?
MRS. CONNOR: I have one younger brother. I'm five years older than he is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So he was born in Oak Ridge.
MRS. CONNOR: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you said you moved to a flat top on Louisiana. Where was that? Do you remember exactly?
MRS. CONNOR: I remember exactly where it was. When you're going down Louisiana and you go past where the old Linden School was, at a turn off up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: LaSalle, yeah.

MRS. CONNOR: And there is a curve in the road and our flat top was right at that curve.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MRS. CONNOR: The reason I know that because lot of people wrecked there. In fact, I was not allowed to play in what was our, actually, the back yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MRS. CONNOR: Not allowed to play there because cars were always, you know, flying down there and then they'd just get air borne and end up in our yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: So ... But the way the houses were on Louisiana is not like the houses here- the front door is facing the road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: The flat tops were not like that. The back ... there was one entrance and that was the front door, but the back of the house was facing Louisiana Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: And you had to go around it. We had wooden sidewalks, they still had the wooden sidewalks, and we had a coal bin. Of course, ours disappeared long ago 'cause one of the wrecks took it out. And you had to go down the wooden sidewalk and then up high wooden steps to the front door of the flat top.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's odd that the front door was facing the ... But at that point it was kind of on a hill, wasn't it?
MRS. CONNOR: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: So they had a nice view out the front, I guess. But that's odd.
MRS. CONNOR: They were on stilts and, my memory of it, they were really high but they actually weren't. I was such a little kid at the time and all my memories were of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's kind of like going to the swimming pool you grew up in and, as an adult, looking how not high the high dive is.
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah. Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so ... So, you had a brother and how long did you all live at the Louisiana ... on the Louisiana flat top?
MRS. CONNOR: I was there until I was about six or seven and then we moved to Sequoia Lane which wasn't about a half mile away I would say. And my mother still lives there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: In fact, she still has the same phone number that we had at the flat top. It's the number that I remember most because it's the first one, you know, they always taught me my phone number.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. So she's still got the same phone number she got when they ...

MRS. CONNOR: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when they came to Oak Ridge? That's amazing. Now, where is Sequoia?

MRS. CONNOR: Ok, Sequoia is off of Seneca.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Ok, right. I know where that is. Now, so, I guess you went to Linden Elementary, didn't you?
MRS. CONNOR: I started out at Linden and at one time, I don't know if they decided to tear it down or do what with it ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: ... but after that, I went to Willow Brook.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Sure. But Linden, the Linden you went to was up on LaSalle.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah. And it was not Robertsville ... Is it Robertsville where it is now?

MR. MCDANIEL: Robertsville, yes...
MRS. CONNOR: It was not there. And it was a wooden building just like everything else in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. So, what do you remember as a child in Oak Ridge? What are your memories of Oak Ridge?
MRS. CONNOR: Well, it was ... To me, it was a very cool place to grow up in. I ... It was very cosmopolitan. It was not, you know ... We had, for instance, science ... scientists' exchange program, so, like sometimes we would have a scientist move next door ... to us from England, I think, that was the one I remember, and our next door neighbor would then, you know, I guess, they went to England.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And, so, you know, there was that. And I would go down to the Downtown area and it was, you know, you'd see women in saris or other people in their ... dressed differently than in the United States, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: It was sort of a cosmopolitan upbringing and the Oak Ridge schools were really good at that time and so, I felt like I got a really good education, though some of the more ... We had the most terrific swimming pool ever.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CONNOR: It was great. And all the little kids that I grew up with, and I'm a baby boomer, so on Sequoia and on Louisiana, all the houses had kids in 'em, so there were always kids to play with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, all over, every kid that I knew, knew how to swim because we had that great swimming pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: Had that great swimming pool. Right, exactly. And I guess it was spring fed back then so it was pretty cool...
MRS. CONNOR: It was very cold. There were two methods. One is the slow method of gradually getting into it and the other one is just jumping in and getting it over with. Neither one of them really worked well. You just had to suck it up however you got into it.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about elementary school? Do you remember anything specifically?
MRS. CONNOR: Not a lot of specifics. I remember going to Linden and I remember at one point I had cut my foot chasing my brother into the weeds on Louisiana. He was two and I was trying to chase him and I stepped on a cup and the cup was broken and it went over like that into my foot, and I remember the principal carried me from class to class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah. She was really nice. So I have ... that's sort of a vivid memory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember her name?
MRS. CONNOR: No, I don't. I wish I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that would have been in the mid-50s.
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CONNOR: And Willow Brook, I remember ... I remember going there but there's no event that stands out. It was just ... Oh, there is one event, and I can't remember if it was Linden or Willow Brook, but it was in second, first or second grade. They, at some point, and I think was third grade, they had issued us dog tags.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: Would you like to see my dog tag? I have it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Third grade.
MRS. CONNOR: Third grade. And, at the time, we thought it was in case we got lost, you know, people would always know what our name was if we weren't, you know, couldn't tell them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And they had one day that they were going to practice sending all the kids home walking.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CONNOR: And we were just little tiny kids and I remember the teacher buttoning up my coat, that's what a little kid I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And sending me out the door. And I was to, you know, I suppose I had ... already been given instructions on how to get home, you know, where it was, but I did know where it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And, anyway, I walked ... I walked home and my mother was a very overprotective mother so I kind of, even at that young age, I knew she was probably really nervous about this thing, and she was out in the yard waiting for me when I walked up to the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So ... So, that would have ... I got to thinking about ... you were talking about going to Linden ... So you didn't go to Linden very long.
MRS. CONNOR: Not very long at all. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Because ... So you'd have been six in what? '53? '54? Because I think Linden closed down in '55 because in '55 ... '55 or '56 because in '58 is when the Clinton bombing was and Linden, they used Linden School because it was vacant at the time, so yeah, you weren't there but a couple of years I would imagine. But, so, they tried to send everybody home walking.
MRS. CONNOR: Yes. They wanted to make sure that if anything happened -- because it was ... this was during the Cold War.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And we were ... as kids, you're only vaguely aware that there's stuff going on 'cause it's Oak Ridge and you knew that it was the Atomic City, not the Secret City then, but the Atomic City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MRS. CONNOR: And we had secure air space and we all knew that and so this was just in case anything happened they wanted to make sure all the kids knew how to get home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Well, that's a ... I'm sure they planned that and told the parents and everything. I guess you rode a bus otherwise, didn't you?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you finished elementary school and then where did you go to middle school or junior high?
MRS. CONNOR: Junior high, yes. Robertsville Junior High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you went to Robertsville. And that was probably at that time seventh and eighth grade, wasn't it?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes, it was ... I think there was only two grades in it 'cause I did sixth grade, you know, Willow Brook was fifth and, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Through sixth.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, through sixth and then it was seven, eight and nine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's true. That's right.

MRS. CONNOR: Ninth grade was also in junior high school and then, you know, 10th, 11th and 12th at Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: At the high school. By the time you got to high school, the new high school was built.
MRS. CONNOR: It was, and when I went to the high school, the very first year is the first year they went -- they built the round buildings in back and one was a gym and I can't remember what the other one was. And we moved back, about eight or nine years ago, we moved back into Oak Ridge and Charles and I go -- my husband -- go walking at the Civic Center and we went there to go walking and parked the car and I looked up and they were tearing down those round buildings. One was gone and just one was standing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And it just seemed odd to me that when I first went there they were first built.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And now they were tearing them down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Made me feel kind of old.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet. The ... So what was life like as a teenager in Oak Ridge? A high school student?
MRS. CONNOR: Well, it was ... I was a very shy kid, so it was probably different for me than it was for, you know, kids who weren't shy, but we all had little, you know, little groups, our close friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: I found Oak Ridge High School to be fairly friendly. I wasn't, because I was afraid to talk to people, but ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CONNOR: But the other ... I don't recall any bullies or anything like that. It was ... I found it kind of idyllic in a way. Because I ... When I see kids going through high school now it seems as though that there weren't any drug problems that I was aware of when I was in school and it just seemed like it was probably an easier time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. And that's kind of interesting that you'd look back on it that way. I guess the older we get the more perspective we can have on our youth and the reality of what it was like as compared to what we imagined it to be.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, I think, too, when I was there I probably had a lot of teenaged angst, you know, about the whole dating thing and all that kind of ... But as I get older, it's a much more fond memory then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. Now, so you were shy, you probably didn't get involved in a lot of extracurricular activities. Or did you?

MRS. CONNOR: Well, I took Latin and German. I remember I was in both the Latin Club and the German Club and I went to Robertsville Baptist Church and I was in the choir there and so I was also in the chorus at the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. CONNOR: Junior high and high schools, so I went all the way through ... I can't sing, by the way, but nevertheless ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: ... I gave it a try. So, for a while I was in Masquers, not ... sort of behind the scenes, working on scenery and things like that. I actually was involved in several extracurricular groups like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Nothing that I would be noticed in, I made sure of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. So you were involved in Masquers. What were ... can you remember any of the shows that you worked on?
MRS. CONNOR: One of them, the only thing ... only reason I remember it is that they wore, I don't remember what it was, but they wore long dresses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh ...
MRS. CONNOR: And I don't, I don't really remember any of the shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember your, who the chorus director was at the high school?

MRS. CONNOR: I ... No, I don't. I certainly don't. I do remember Bill Lewis 'cause I was this ... he was ... He was involved in Masquers and he also taught speech and I think he was a swimming coach as well but I didn't know him from that venue. But he taught and I took public speaking just to try to help get out of my shyness.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And it turned out to be one of those courses that you take that, later in life, that it really turned out well when I had to do some public speaking, you know, I could really draw from that experience. So I really appreciate Mr. Lewis, as I remember him. His name was Bill Lewis.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So, Oak Ridge was a nice place to grow up.
MRS. CONNOR: It was. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what did your mother do? Was she a homemaker or did she work outside the home?

MRS. CONNOR: Most of the time, she worked in the home, although, started out with the Christmas season she would, she worked at McCrory's during the Christmas season.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And then later on, she worked at various dress shops in Oak Ridge. I think Carriage Fashions was one of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Hansom House was another one. And that was ... I was like in high school before she did that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: I remember her mostly being at home. Now, my brother would have another memory. He remembers her mostly working, because, you know, he's five years younger than I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly. So, you graduated high school.
MRS. CONNOR: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What year did you graduate?
MRS. CONNOR: 1966.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1966. And then, then what?
MRS. CONNOR: Well, I went to East Tennessee State University and went three years there and met Charles and got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CONNOR: And then, after working briefly in Georgia, I went back to the University of Georgia and got some degrees there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. What did you ... What did you get your degree in?
MRS. CONNOR: Geology, anthropology, sociology, archeology and I was getting a doctorate in instructional design when I decided to stop and do something else. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Mmm-hmm. You know, we lived in Athens, Georgia ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: ... and it had a university and if you've got a university you don't let it go to waste, so you just go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. What did your husband do?
MRS. CONNOR: He recently retired from the University of Georgia. He was a professor there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, oh, is that right? Oh, I see. I see. Well, that's ... If you're in a college town and you can, you might as well ... and you like to be a student, I guess that's the thing to do.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, I did. I think, though, at one point, I probably burned out 'cause sometimes I think about going back and taking some more courses now and then I think, "No, I'm really too old to put up with that." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So how long were you in Athens?
MRS. CONNOR: Oh, a good 30, 35 years, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, a very long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you ... Did you move back here from Athens?

MRS. CONNOR: Yes. My mother was getting on up in years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And she had had one eye surgery, cataract surgery that did not go well and she was blind in one eye and she was facing another cataract surgery and so there was a chance -- she had glaucoma and that's why things went wrong -- so we didn't know if she would be able to see or not after this. We thought, well, you know, before she has the surgery and she's getting on up in years anyway, we're getting on up in years. We lived out in the woods and we'd just had one too many trees fall across our driveway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And, when we were young, this was real easy to deal with. When you get older, it's getting a whole lot harder to deal with, so we decided that, you know, this would be a good time to relocate to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Had you always intended to do that? Or did just circumstances caused you to decide to do that?
MRS. CONNOR: I think circumstances. I never really thought ahead that far.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So, you came back to Oak Ridge how many years ago?

MRS. CONNOR: It's been about nine.

MR. MCDANIEL: About nine years. Ok. And your husband retired from teaching, is that correct?

MRS. CONNOR: Right, teaching and doing administrative work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So you came back to Oak Ridge. How was it different than you remembered it 30, 35 years earlier?

MRS. CONNOR: Well, my library was gone. That was the first thing that I noticed. Now, we have a really good library here now, it really is, but when I went to school ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was it?
MRS. CONNOR: It was ... It was up, I think, across from the Chapel on the Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh ...
MRS. CONNOR: Right up there, and it was a house and all the books were in ... they were in different ... whatever section you wanted to go in it was in different rooms in the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: And that's where all the ... that's where we went to do research because our librarian at school didn't like people, kids, to come in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly ... (laughter)

MRS. CONNOR: And so, we all went to the public library and that was a spot that I spent a lot of time in when I was a kid and I miss that. Now, you know, that would not have been a good place to keep the library because it was in a house, like all the wooden buildings, it was old and the one we have now is really nice, but I did miss it. And I miss the Skyway Drive-In.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure, that was where ... about where Kroger, Outback ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, Kroger, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That area now ...
MRS. CONNOR: And I really miss the Downtown area. We had that big shopping center when I grew up and now it's the Mall which is empty.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And, I really ... that shopping center was really neat. I spent a lot of time there, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was iconic Oak Ridge, wasn't it?
MRS. CONNOR: It was. And I miss all those icons that I used to know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: Still, there's a lot of places. Like, we still have the pool even though they've ... they've made a gradation in part of it so you can ... And I suppose that's better, but I kind of like people to keep things the way that I leave them. (laughter) And so, there's these things ... These are big changes and I think there's a big change in the population, too. It doesn't seem to be quite as scientific and technical. Well, I don't say they're not oriented that way because Oak Ridge really does a lot of cool stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: But there seemed to be more scientists in town then than there are now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly. The ... And, also, just the nature of Oak Ridge growing and evolving and getting older, you have a different population, really a different population here than you did back then. I mean, it was ... It was, I imagine, your typical, middle-class American town back in the ‘60s. ‘50s and early ‘60s.

MRS. CONNOR: It was and, now, you know, I grew up in a time when going outside to play was a big deal for kids. And it's ... having nieces and nephews now, not so much for them and I think that's sort of a loss, because ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was ... Everybody says nobody thought anything about safety back then, I mean, it was just a given that it was safe to go out in your yard and play. Except in your back yard when cars would come flying through it, but as far as anyone hurting you or, you know ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, there wasn't that and, you know, I had a very idealistic point of view of, you know, I thought all adults loved children and so, you know, ... because all my aunts and uncles loved me and I figured everybody else did, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: But ... and it, you know ... and the doors were not locked, 'specially when you're playing outside, you know, but now, you know, my mother keeps her doors locked. But it wasn't then, you know, you didn't. There was no sense of danger at all. And, you know, you played outside until dark or until you're called for supper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep. Exactly, exactly. Excuse me ... Ok, so, you and your husband came back about nine years ago. So what have you been doing since then?

MRS. CONNOR: Well, I've ... around since 1996, I've been a writer and so I'm a writer here now. I write mysteries.

MR. MCDANIEL: You write mysteries. Tell me a little bit about that and how you got interested in that.

MRS. CONNOR: Well, ever since I can remember remembering things, my brain, when it's not doing anything else, it makes up stories. It just does this automatically.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And so I've always ... as a kid, you know, I always had stories running through my head, constantly, which probably had something to do with me being shy, too, because I really didn't want to be doing a lot of stuff 'cause I enjoyed my stories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: So, anyway, at some point around in the ‘80s, I think it was, in fact, I started before we got a computer in writing long hand and then writing on a typewriter and I couldn't really compose at a typewriter but I could compose longhand. But then, when a computer came along, that changed everything. Suddenly, you know, correcting errors was so easy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And I learned to compose at a keyboard and now that's all, practically all I can do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And so that's how I, you know, I just started writing down some of those stories that would run through my head.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And I used to be ... I used to be an archeologist. That's what my Master's is in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And, you know, on the digs, you know, I had sort of ... we would do burials, uncover burials, Native American burials.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And, you know, it just came into my mind, you know, what if one of these burials is not Native American but turns out to be somebody with a gunshot in the head or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CONNOR: What would happen. And then, I just sort of eventually, later I went back to that, 'cause you write what you know. So my, in one of the series, my protagonist is an, she's an archeologist and she's also a forensic archeologist, forensic anthropologist, excuse me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, she works with bones and I used the germ of that little thought that I had on one of the digs I worked on and created a novel from that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh.
MRS. CONNOR: And my agent, when he was trying to sell that novel, he got me a five book contract, which is that one series. Then later he got me another contract at Penguin for, they wanted the same thing but different, so I had to come up with a new protagonist ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly, exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: And I wanted to keep her in my comfort zone because all I knew was academia. I was real familiar with that and I needed to start with something that I knew. But Lindsay was a professor at a university, so I had to do something different so I made Diane Fallon, I made her director of a museum because that's still an academic environment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And I also made her a forensic anthropologist just so it's the same but different. The second series, the one I did for Penguin, is a little bit harder edged than the first one. The other one, the first one, if you want to know about archeology, there's a lot of archeology in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: What's the first series called?
MRS. CONNOR: I just call it the Lindsay Chamberlain Archaeology Mystery Series.
MR. MCDANIEL: Lindsay Chamberlain is the main character in that.
MRS. CONNOR: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And then the Penguin one, which one is ...?
MRS. CONNOR: The Diane Fallon Forensic Investigation series.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. So how many books have you, how many mystery novels have you written and had published?
MRS. CONNOR: Well, there's 14 of those two series.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. CONNOR: And then I'm also writing a series now with my husband where he's the primary author and I help with the plotting on this one, so I don't have as much to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. 

MRS. CONNOR: But the first one took place in Macon and the second one, we're going to have it set in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, good. And are these fiction?

MRS. CONNOR: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so, fiction novels. Well good, you've got one in Macon and one in Oak Ridge.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, I find lying is a lot more fun than telling the truth so I do fiction.

MR. MCDANIEL: Don't tell my kids that. I think they discovered that on their own. (laughter) So, anyway ... So, you've been writing. I know you've been involved with the writers' conference ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, the Tennessee Mountain Writers Conference.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, tell me about that because I know that really, that started in Oak Ridge, didn't it?

MRS. CONNOR: It did. It was started by Pat Hope and several other people started it, oh ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A long time ago.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah ... about 25 years ago. A very long time ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And it's ... the main thing that it does, that we do, is put a conference on every year. Now, we ... when we moved to Oak Ridge, they called and asked me and my husband to be on the board and, because when we were in Georgia and I was in a writers' group and trying to get published, and it was really hard just to get editors to read your stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, my husband, being the problem solver that he is, he thought, well, we can bring the editors here and sit 'em down and make 'em read our stuff. So, he started the Harriette Austin Writers' Conference which went about 13 years and he was, you know, he was the director of that for that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, when we came up here, we got involved in this and what we achieve, it's mainly focused, the Tennessee Mountain Writers' Conference, we're mainly focused on Tennessee but we still go beyond, beyond our borders. But we're interested in letting people learn how to write, learn how to get published and most of the Harriette Austin Conference was about fiction. Some non-fiction, but it was mainly, the focus was fiction. With the Tennessee Mountain Writers, we have poetry, fiction, non-fiction and songs, if that's what you're interested in.

MR. MCDANIEL: So y'all have been involved in that since you came here, I guess.
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah. Well, the first time we came here, they called us up. I had ... they had me speak at the conference one year before we moved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, I was aware of it and they were aware of me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CONNOR: And a woman that I actually went to high school with was a member and so she decided, well wouldn't it be nice, you know, if they got us to be on the board because Charles had his experience and I had my experience, and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MRS. CONNOR: And it worked out well.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're a dream come true for them, I guarantee, I guarantee. (laughter) And that's one of the things about Oak Ridge that, through the years, is it's been such a creative and culture appreciating town. I mean, you know, it really ... It really has been. Do you remember when you were a kid going to any of the things that they had -- the theatre, the symphony, any of that?

MRS. CONNOR: I ... You know, they had the Playhouse when I was a kid and I remember that and my fondest memory of the things that Oak Ridge did to go to was the Y-12 Christmas parties.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes, when you were ... And I don't know if they still have those or not, but when I was a little kid, during Christmas time, they would -- Y-12 -- would have these Christmas parties. And they were held at the Oak Ridge High School in the auditorium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CONNOR: And they would have a lot of cartoons and movies. The only movie that I remember was The Littlest Angel and they showed that every time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: Then they would have Santa Claus and he would give out these stockings filled with toys. It was those stockings made with tulle, you know, the fishnet looking stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: And they were filled with toys and he would give those out and that was always a lot of fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: To the kids of the Y-12 employees? Was it families?
MRS. CONNOR: I suppose when I went, my family ... Well, my mother always took me and I, so I don't know if ... At the time, I didn't even know Y-12 did it. I was just ... it's mainly for little kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. CONNOR: And so, we went and it was mainly kids and I remember it was just a lot of fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right, right. So what else do you remember about your time in Oak Ridge, the early days?
MRS. CONNOR: I remember how different it was from the towns around us. Like Oak Ridge had no downtown area. I mean, we had that shopping center, but if you call it downtown, that was it. In fact, I've had, I've talked to people later on in life who travel through Oak Ridge going up and down the Turnpike looking for downtown and they couldn't ... because it's not laid out like ... like other places.

MR. MCDANIEL: We still don't have a downtown.
MRS. CONNOR: No, we don't. (laughter) So, it was so ... And we had the gates and it was ... We had the secured air space.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And that was really interesting. I had, after 9/11, I had a friend tell me that, you know, she never really noticed planes going over, she just didn't notice them until after 9/11 and now she notices. She said they don't scare her, but she is aware of them. And I thought, you know, I've always been aware of planes going over because growing up they didn't. You know, I didn't see ... If one went over, which they occasionally did but you knew it was military.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, I thought that was an interesting thing that most people who grew in towns that airplanes were allowed to fly over, they had tuned it out all those years but I didn't. And I always noticed, wherever we lived, it's not something that I, that you notice a lot, you're just aware, have an awareness of it. So, that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: When that happens. You ... you think ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, and another is the security signs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CONNOR: Now, I knew other towns, this is when I was a little kid, I knew other towns had billboards and I knew they advertised things but I never understood what our billboards meant. It would like, one billboard I particularly remember, it just had two wedding rings in it and I think it said, "Security," if it said anything. It may not have said anything. And I remember, as a kid, trying to figure out, well are they advertising a jewelry store, if not they didn't mention where it is or what's the name of it. And it wasn't until I was an older teenager that I realized or found out or something, those were the security signs and as you left Oak Ridge, they were reminding you not to talk about what you do at work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: So there was a lot of these little differences like that. Oh, and we had air raid sirens. Now days they still have some of those things up but they're tornado sirens, but they were air raid sirens when I was a kid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And every single day at five o'clock they would go off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And when I lived on Sequoia, we had one just right up the hill from us. It was just a few yards from us, so every day that thing would blare and it was loud.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And that was ... You don't find that in other cities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I had a fellow that I interviewed once, he said in the summer, he said they'd go and they'd go to the swimming pool and when the air raid sirens went off, that was their signal to go home to dinner. That was what their mother told them. Says, when you hear those, it's time to come home for dinner. (laughter) So, yeah, people remember those.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, it was ... it was a lot... those kinds of small things, they seem kind of small but when you go visit someone else in another city that doesn't have all these things it almost makes, together it makes kind of a different culture. You know, the sirens, the gates, the security, our big swimming pool, it all sort of came together to make a different environment for us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And another thing I remember as a kid, you know, we have tennis courts all over Oak Ridge. And I wondered as a kid, why do we have so many tennis courts, you know, because it wasn't a tennis capitol that I knew of. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And it wasn't until later I found out that one of the founder ... one of the builders of Oak Ridge was a big tennis fan so he built, he built all these tennis courts so now I know why we have so many.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Oh, it's just little things like that. And the school, the schools were great then. I was ... You left Oak Ridge High School and you were very well read and when I started at a University, I realized that the, our high school was equi... just about equivalent to the first two years at a university. It had those same kinds of courses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Taken together, all of that, just made, to me, made Oak Ridge a very unique place to grow up in.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, speaking of that, I have a ... I have two sons, one is a junior in high school this year and when he was getting ready to go into high school they had great meetings about what to expect and the plans for the four years for your child. And that was one of the things that they talked about, they said that your senior year of high school now in Oak Ridge at Oak Ridge High School is going to be tough but your freshman year of college is going to be easy because your senior year of high school was tough. They said there's enough ... there's so much change that a child, young adult, goes through their freshman year of college, living away, many of them, they want to make the academics part as easy as possible so they really, they strive to prepare them well for that first year of college, anyway, academically, so ... And I'm sure they've done that for years here.

MRS. CONNOR: Yeah, I found that to be true that ... And it wasn't, you know, I didn't have a real easy time when I went off to college because all of a sudden you're a kid then now you're free to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: So, you know, you had those issues to deal with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: But as far as the academics, I'm very well prepared. In fact, I remember one of my history teachers, Ms. Frasier, she, in her class, she said one of the things she wanted to do was prepare us to go to college. And so, she did the lecture method and we took notes and then, she graded our notes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And so, she was sort of teaching us how it was going to be when we got to college and made sure that we knew how to take notes and also listen to her talk and be able to write down the important things, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: They spent a lot of time just, I think the teachers there, preparing us. And it was assumed that you'd go to college. It was ... I don't remember my ... I remember my parents just always assumed I would go to college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes. There wasn't any question about it, was there?
MRS. CONNOR: No.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it, you know, Oak Ridge ... the ... it was built, the school system was built on being one of the best school systems in the country, I mean. Really, really was, so ... I think some of that has stayed with us through the ... in the last 70 years or so, but ...

MRS. CONNOR: I think another thing that was really important growing up that I find ... Oak Ridge, like when I went through high school and school, Oak Ridge was integrated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And it was not when all the push came in the 60s. You know, I remember me and all my friends were wondering, what is the big deal with people?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CONNOR: It was not a problem because they were ... we had ... the swimming pool was integrated, the junior high school, the high school. The elementary schools were not and I think that's mainly because of, you know, where you went to school close to where you lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: And would, you know, the housing was primarily although not exclusively, separated, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: I think growing up in a community that was integrated at that time was a good thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the South ...
MRS. CONNOR: Yes, it was. And I appreciate that very much now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. I think the elementary schools eventually integrated in '63, so I think everything eventually happened by '63. All right. Well, what else do you want to talk about your time in Oak Ridge? Either the first time or the second time.
MRS. CONNOR: The second time, the main thing I noticed, I think, is the things that I've already talked about. Is these small changes these ... Growing up in Oak Ridge there, you sort of remember big events and big things in your life like the library that I always went to with my friends and the drive-in that we went to and so, those are your big things in your memories and so coming back the second time, those things were gone. And I thought, you know, it'd be nice if they'd just left those. And every time they want to tear down a building, because at that time the Alexander Hotel, and that's what it was called then, when I went to school, the Alexander Hotel, was in use.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And, you know, to see the struggles that it's having, you know, I like ... Well, I was an archeologist, so I guess that's why I like things to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. CONNOR: To not tear down historical things.

MR. MCDANIEL: You think old things are important.
MRS. CONNOR: Right. And those, that's the big difference of coming back. But I do appreciate being in Oak Ridge. I like it. I like the ... They had built the marina when I was in high school, too. They didn't have the big rowing thing that they have now, but now my husband and I enjoy going to the marina. That's another place where we do some of our walking. And I find that's a really good ... I enjoy that. I enjoy that the Tennessee Mountain Writers, you know, being involved in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: Because it's very Tennessee oriented so I enjoy getting back to ... 'cause even living in Georgia for so long, I always considered myself a Tennessean. You know, I was from Tennessee, specifically Oak Ridge, Tennessee, which is, you know, in itself ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A unique ...
MRS. CONNOR: ... cool.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, cool. Absolutely.
MRS. CONNOR: In fact, there was a, I remember being, when I was in college in Georgia, they, people would often ask me, what kind of accent do you have? 'cause even though it was the South, they couldn't quite recognize mine. It wasn't quite ... I said, well, it's a Tennessee accent, but specifically, it's from Oak Ridge. We had just a slightly different tone to our accent than the rest of Tennessee. And it's just that community that lived together from people who came from all over, all over the world, actually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CONNOR: So those, it's those unique things that I remember and enjoy about Oak Ridge and it's some of those unique things that I miss now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Now, is your mother still living?
MRS. CONNOR: Yes, she is. She's 84.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And you said she still lives in the same house y'all moved to when ...?

MRS. CONNOR: She does. And we (coughs) pardon me.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MRS. CONNOR: She still lives there and when we first moved here, we had a friend of mine that I grew up with, her mother -- her mother's Ruth Randolph. I don't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. CONNOR: Ok, yeah, she's one of the original people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes, yes ...
MRS. CONNOR: ... one of the original families ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed Ruth.

MRS. CONNOR: Did you?

MR. MCDANIEL: Years ago.
MRS. CONNOR: And she, Marolyn, her daughter, I went to high school, I graduated with her and, in fact, went all the way through school with, kindergarten ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: And she had a birthday party for her and all, a great many of the people at the party were all our old neighbors from Louisiana Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: And even though, like living in Louisiana in the flat tops, and even though the flat tops had their backs to the road, it was still ... and the road was a main thoroughfare through it 'cause it was Louisiana which meant it was a road that connected to the Turnpike.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: You know, all the state's names connect to the Turnpike.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CONNOR: And even with that, it was a very close knit community. And one of the things that I remember, I wanted to mention about living on Louisiana in the summer time, at certain times, and I guess our parents would let us know when this was, all the kids would go outside up to the road on either side of the road. We would stand there with our hands held out like this. And I think it was the milkman would come by and he would put crushed ice in our hands.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: And it was sort of like ice cream, in a way, because it was summer time and it was hot and this was cold and we didn't have crushed ice at home, that was kind of a luxury.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: So we were ... I just remember all of us kids lined up on either side of Louisiana with our hands stretched out like this and him coming, you know, kid by kid putting crushed ice in our hand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. CONNOR: Then we'd go off and eat it. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'd never heard that story before. 

MRS. CONNOR: I was going to ... There's a Facebook page called I Remember When in Oak Ridge and I keep meaning to post that memory and ask if there's anyone out there who remembers that. I had mentioned it to Marolyn and asked her if she remembered it, and yeah, she remembered doing that. But I hadn't heard it, I don't know if any of the other streets did it, if it was something unique to Louisiana or what.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. So, when Ruth Randolph had that birthday party it was kind of like a neighborhood reunion then, wasn't it?
MRS. CONNOR: It was. And it was ... And a lot of the people, since I left so early, it's ... I knew who they were but I didn't know them. I knew their kids ... Of course, the kids didn't come. The kids were elsewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: It was the adults who were there. And it was, what was nice about it is that after all these years, you know, the people still kept in touch.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly, exactly. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything that I've not asked you about that you want to talk about?
MRS. CONNOR: When I was in my writers' group in Georgia, one of the members was an ecologist and the interesting ... and he was also a professor at the University of Georgia, retired. And he lived, and it turned out just coincidentally, because I never knew him, but when I was a little kid growing up in Oak Ridge, he worked at one of the plants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CONNOR: As an ecologist. And it ... when we talked about it, it was ... he didn't have as fond memories of it as I do and that was the first (coughs) first time I realized that all of my Oak Ridge memories are child memories and not adult memories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: So, I have this really idealistic view of Oak Ridge. The view that I've been giving throughout the interviews have been childhood memories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CONNOR: In fact, you know, they put, they rebuilt one of the flat tops in back of the museum and I don't know if you've been in it but it's a two bedroom flat top and it's identical to the one I grew up in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CONNOR: Except they painted it green for some reason. I don't know why they did that because they were all white. But I was really anxious to go in it again because I have, you know, I could remember the lay out and everything, even though we moved when I was just a little kid. And one of the things that I remembered before I went in, the ... If you've ever seen a flat top, they've got the big picture windows in the living room but the rest of the windows throughout the house are high and they're small. And I, as a little kid, I could never see out the window in any other room because they were so high and sometimes if you drive around Oak Ridge in some of the older neighborhoods, you can see houses that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Still ...
MRS. CONNOR: ... that were probably formerly flat tops they've got those high windows. Well, we went into this house and I went into what was my bedroom and I was shocked because I could see out the windows. (laughter) And I hadn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It probably seemed tiny, didn't it? I mean, the bedroom seemed tiny.

MRS. CONNOR: It did and they were, extremely tiny but they were much bigger when I lived there. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course. That's what I mean.

MRS. CONNOR: But it was just ... I did not realize at that point that my memory of that flat top ... Of course, I was just, 'cause I'm not tall now and so I was really not tall when I was five. And it was just the coolest thing to be able to see out that window and have that realization that, Oh! I grew up. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. All right. Well, Beverly, thank you for taking time to talk with me and for remembering your early days in Oak Ridge.

MRS. CONNOR: Well, thank you for having me and thank you for having me remember all these things because it's nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, well very good. Thank you so much.
MRS. CONNOR: Thank you.
[End of Interview]

[Editor’s Note: Portions of this transcript have been edited at Mrs. Connor’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
39

