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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is October 17, 2013, and I am at the home of Margy Conlin here in Oak Ridge. Mrs. Conlin, thank you for taking the time to talk with us.

MS. CONLIN: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: From what I gather, you have led a very interesting life so we want to talk about that today, but why don't we start with where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MS. CONLIN: I was born in New Jersey, in Newark, New Jersey, and lived there for many years, went to school there, grade school, high school. I didn't go to college there. I went to college in Kansas and graduated from Mount St. Scholastica College. But I'll get back to the... my home life. I had seven sisters and one brother.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. CONLIN: And so we really had a good time. The family rules were very good. We always said grace before meals and after meals. We couldn't leave the table until we said grace, you know, after meals or were excused otherwise. And, of course, we bunked together a lot, you know, two or three in a room. At one time, there was five in one room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MS. CONLIN: Two of us each in a double bed and had a crib, a baby crib. But it was crowded and we didn't mind it. We liked it very much; it was a pleasant growing up time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what year were you born?
MS. CONLIN: I was born in 1924.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1924, so... and which child were you?
MS. CONLIN: I was sort of... not in the middle, the middle child was a Down's syndrome, so there were those that were born before her and I was born after her.

MR. MCDANIEL: I see.
MS. CONLIN: So I was in the younger group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: But I think that changed things in the house, you know. I said I think they raised us a little bit differently than they did the others because of the break there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. CONLIN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what did your father do for a living?
MS. CONLIN: My father was an engineer with the Bell Telephone Lab in New York City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: And I think, in some way, he was involved with the Manhattan Project. I wonder... I remember him telling me he had a meeting at a secret place in New York, which, if it's Manhattan it would fit in very well and I never found out anything else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. CONLIN: So, I would like to look that up sometime.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, was he... was his job or his work effected by the Depression?
MS. CONLIN: Well, we always had a lot of food, you know, and stuff to eat... He never made a lot of money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: But not especially, I think. We didn't feel a pinch. I didn't, anyhow.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MS. CONLIN: I don't know how they did. We had a Ford, an old Ford car and we, you know, the cousins up the street didn't have one, they'd come riding with us and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, the ... Well, I would imagine with nine kids, it would be tight anyway, whether you had a lot of money or not.

MS. CONLIN: That's right, it was. My parents were frugal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: They weren't spendthrifts and we were ... it was a modest home, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, you said what city was it, New Jersey?
MS. CONLIN: This was in Newark.

MR. MCDANIEL: Newark, ok, which is just across the river from New York...

MS. CONLIN: From New York City, right. Yes, right near the Hudson tubes, or the Hudson Tunnel and then the train. My dad would take a train to New York. He worked in the city. He would take the Hudson and Manhattan tube train, they called it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: And he would take them over to New York City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. CONLIN: It was his only job.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was his only job.

MS. CONLIN: He graduated from Case Engineering in Cleveland and there were people from the telephone company interviewing the engineers there and he was offered a job and it was the only job he ever had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, that was... that was somewhat typical of that generation and the generation afterwards, wasn't it?
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you get a job and you stay with it until you retire.
MS. CONLIN: That's right. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You don't see that a lot any more.
MS. CONLIN: No, that's right. They've had three or four jobs before they even come to where they are now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. So, where did you go to high school?
MS. CONLIN: I went to a Catholic girls' high school in Elizabeth, New Jersey. The cities are very close together, we don't notice the difference, and I graduated from Benedictine Academy in '42.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you graduated in '42 while...?
MS. CONLIN: From high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: From high school. Just right after the U.S. involvement in World War II.

MS. CONLIN: Right after Pearl Harbor. I remember that day vividly when they told us that the Japanese had...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. What do you remember?

MS. CONLIN: To me, I remember it as being a Sunday afternoon. I don't know where I was, but my father, I think, was playing poker with the men in some way or other and I went and, of course, one of the men, his brother was in Japan, I remembered, and, well, we were concerned about that. It was just, Japanese bombed us and we were talking about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right... But you were a senior in high school that year.

MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so... did you have, did you have... Of course, yours was an all-girls school, but did you have friends or family that went into the service as a result of Pearl Harbor?

MS. CONLIN: Not that I know of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not that you know of. So you graduated high school and then you went to Kansas.

MS. CONLIN: I went to school in Kansas.

MR. MCDANIEL: And the name of that school again was...?
MS. CONLIN: It was Mount St. Scholastica College in Atchison, Kansas. And we went there because it was a Benedictine school and we were taught by Benedictines in grade school and high school and we liked the philosophy and the Benedictine way of life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. CONLIN: And also it was much less expensive to go to school out there than it was in the Newark area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: My brother went to Fordham, but I remember my dad saying he could send three of us to Kansas for the price of sending him one year to Fordham.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you have brothers or sisters that were in college with you? At the same time?

MS. CONLIN: Yes, I had... Well, it was a girls' college, so, and we only had girls, except for the first one was a boy and he went to Fordham. But some of my sisters were in college with me, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. So all the children were sis... were girls except for the boy...
MS. CONLIN: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ...the first one...
MS. CONLIN: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you graduated ...
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ...from college. What did you study?
MS. CONLIN: I was in biology. But then I decided I wanted to be a nurse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: So after I graduated from college, I went into nurse's training in St. Vincent's in New York City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: And I was there for three years and got my RN.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you became a nurse.
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: A Registered Nurse. So did you go to work right after that or...?
MS. CONLIN: I did work some in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did you end up in Oak Ridge? Kind of tell me the story about that and how you met your husband and...
MS. CONLIN: Well, my husband lived in the same parish as I did in Elizabeth. Elizabeth and Hillside, you go across the street and it's another town, you know, so you never know which is which. But I met my husband in the church area and we got married and he was in rocketry. And he was a graduate of MIT.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: And so, we went out to Kans... I mean to California for a year and then he decided to come to Oak Ridge. I didn't know much about Oak Ridge or even know, you know, what was going on but we came to Oak Ridge then.

MR. MCDANIEL: But you met in New Jersey.
MS. CONLIN: In New Jersey in our hometown, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Got married there?
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And was he... How much older than you was he?
MS. CONLIN: A year and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL: A year and a half. So, you're basically the same age.
MS. CONLIN: Yes, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you end up going to California. And what did he do there?

MS. CONLIN: Well, he worked with the... I didn't do anything. I had a baby out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: He worked on one of the mountains where they were working with rockets, to my knowledge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. I see. And this was, what? The early '50s?
MS. CONLIN: Yes, I was married in '51, so it must have been '52.

MR. MCDANIEL: '52, ok. And then you ended up coming to Oak Ridge.
MS. CONLIN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did that happen? How did... do you remember how, I mean did he get sent here, did he, was he looking for something else or...?
MS. CONLIN: I think he was looking for something else, more, I guess, in his field, and, all of a sudden, we're here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: And we got here in '54.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Now where did he work? Did he work at the Lab or at Y-12 or...?
MS. CONLIN: I think at Y-12 or X-10.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. Did you know very much about what he did?
MS. CONLIN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: No. He didn't talk about it?
MS. CONLIN: No. He used to talk about the secretaries every once in a while (laughs) but outside of that, I don't know what he was doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you came... you got here in '54. You came to Oak Ridge in '54. You had one child, is that correct?
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you... Where did you all live when you first moved here?
MS. CONLIN: Arrowood Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Arrowood out on the...

MS. CONLIN: East end.

MR. MCDANIEL: East end.

MS. CONLIN: I think it was 121 Arrowood Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm... So tell me what it was like. Tell me what Oak Ridge was like then.

MS. CONLIN: well, it was very nice. It was very open, you know, you just, you felt very free. It was comfortable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did...? Were there...? Was it easy to make friends? Did you get involved in, you know, social activities, things such as that?
MS. CONLIN: Well, I had another child soon after I got there so I was confined, in a way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: But, yes, I didn't have any trouble making friends for a while. You know, I mean, just local friends and stuff like that. I don't think the church was very... Well we... Other churches visited us before any Catholic churches visited us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  

MS. CONLIN: Yeah. But, anyhow, I did make friends and it was very nice. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Was there...? I guess St. Mary's was the only Catholic church in Oak Ridge.

MS. CONLIN: That's right, yeah. That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And has, I guess, has always been that way.
MS. CONLIN: Well, and they had church, you know, out by the tennis court and everything like that. It was very informal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. CONLIN: But it was very pleasant and I don't remember anything really bad about it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MS. CONLIN: It was friendly. It was nice, you could go into the different houses, the ABC's or D's, you'd know where the bathroom was in every one of them, you didn't have to worry about where to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. CONLIN: It was very nice. We did move into a D-house in Everest Circle in a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. CONLIN: It was Cromer's house, he was one of the bosses, I think, at the plant. And we moved into a D-house up there in Everest Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. CONLIN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I lived on Everest Circle for a little while.
MS. CONLIN: Did you?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, I can't remember the address. It was not long after my wife and I got married, we rented there for less than a year, I believe, so... But it was on Everest Circle.

MS. CONLIN: Yeah, that's interesting. You know, we had the house right at the bend as you went in the first entrance from East Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So, you... by this time you had a couple of children.

MS. CONLIN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you active, were you involved in the church or did your family, kind of, take up all your time?
MS. CONLIN: I wasn't very active in the early years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MS. CONLIN: But I became quite active later on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... What do you remember? Tell me what you remember?
MS. CONLIN: Well, my two children, first children are handicapped and I remember Emory Valley Center and helping to start that organization.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Tell me about that. Who all was involved and ...
MS. CONLIN: It's hard for me to talk about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand, I understand... We... So you were... So you got involved in the community somewhat, as much as you could.
MS. CONLIN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. And you... your husband was working at the plant.
MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you belong to any, like... There were all kinds of clubs in Oak Ridge, I mean all kinds of clubs.
MS. CONLIN: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you get involved in any of those?
MS. CONLIN: No. Not really. Not for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what was it like? What was life like? What did you do?
MS. CONLIN: Well, you had to... like you do. What was life like? You had to eat three meals a day, shop, you know, and take care of the kids. And I had kids stair steps, so, you know, I was busy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now how many children did you have?

MS. CONLIN: I had... I have seven children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, seven children.

MS. CONLIN: Yeah. And the first two are handicapped, as I said.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. CONLIN: They were... We had... Emory Valley Center was just starting and the Association of Retarded Peo... Citizens was starting at that time and I had friends in that organization.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... I know Dr. Caldwell was... Gene Caldwell was involved in that early on.

MS. CONLIN: Oh, yes. And he still is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: He still is...
MS. CONLIN: ...very much involved now. He and Dottie Thompson... yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you had seven children. Obviously, you didn't stay in that little house in East Village.
MS. CONLIN: I don't know how many years we stayed in there. We must have been there ... well, I think, my daughter, Joan, was born when I was up on Everest Circle, trying to figure out -- they're all in their 50s, anyhow. My kids range from 50 or 60...

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand. Try not to put your hand over the microphone... sorry...

MS. CONLIN: I'm sorry...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MS. CONLIN: Anyhow... where are we?

MR. MCDANIEL: We were talking about where you lived. Why don't you take me through where you lived. So you moved to Everest Circle.
MS. CONLIN: Everest Circle, and then from Everest Circle I moved to Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: But several years later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right, right...
MS. CONLIN: And lived in Solway on Gwinn Road, you know, so I was in Solway, just ... I was still in the Oak Ridge community.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, just over the river.
MS. CONLIN: Just over the bridge, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you lived there for a while.
MS. CONLIN: Yes. And then I sold that house and I built another house. I built a house on Gwinn Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. CONLIN: Farther down. And, while I was doing that, I lived in an apartment on Vanderbilt for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Now, at some point, you and your husband divorced, is that correct?

MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. 

MS. CONLIN: In the '70s I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the '70s, ok, all right. So you were kind of on your own there, after that.

MS. CONLIN: Yes, that's right. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now how... And your children weren't grown yet, were they?

MS. CONLIN: No, not too much, no.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what did you do? Did you go to work, or...?
MS. CONLIN: I did go to work at Ft. Sanders for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: I wasn't working for the early part of my married life, but then I did go to Ft. Sanders and took a refresher course and worked nights over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. CONLIN: For about 15 or 16 years, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: Yes. That was good.

MR. MCDANIEL: As a nurse?
MS. CONLIN: Yeah, as a Registered Nurse.

MR. MCDANIEL: As a Registered Nurse, yeah.  Hold on just a second, let me get my notes right quick. I want to look at something. There were a couple of things I specifically wanted to ask you about. All right... This says something about puppeteer for New Kids on the Block.
MS. CONLIN: Oh, yeah. Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, that wasn't the rock... pop group was it?
MS. CONLIN: No, no...That was really...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about it.
MS. CONLIN: They had... Some group came out with large puppets and they were handicapped puppets.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. CONLIN: So, I had one in a wheelchair, there was one that had Cerebral Palsy, there were four other or five -- one was hard of hearing. And a friend of mine, Billie Fain, who lives on West Outer Drive, she and I were the puppeteers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. CONLIN: And we did it for, I think 13 years. We'd go to the public schools and do a skit and then we'd talk about it to the kids. It was very interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: You'd teach them about handicapped children, handicapped people.

MS. CONLIN: Yes, yes, and what the problems were with some of them, it was very good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: But we did it for quite some time, you know, take our puppets in the car and go from one school to another.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did that start? How did that project start?
MS. CONLIN: I don't know how it started. I don't know who started the original puppets, but we got a hold of them, we said, "We're going with it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: You know, I had one... My favorite was one in a wheelchair.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. CONLIN: Yeah, so they had a little wheelchair for him... And we had an ironing board for our stage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. CONLIN: We had to set them up somewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: You know, we were in the classrooms and so we brought this ironing board and put the puppets up on it and we had the... The skits were all made, you know, prepared beforehand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: And we had audience participation. We had very good cooperation from the teachers and stuff like that. It worked out well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that ...? Did you do that as a part of the Emory Valley Center?

MS. CONLIN: Yes. And the Anderson County Association for Retarded Citizens, the ARC, they call it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. And I'm sure that was important to you because you had handicapped children, you know.

MS. CONLIN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: For other children to learn about that. What are some of the other things over the years you've been involved in?
MS. CONLIN: I travelled a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MS. CONLIN: Yeah. Well, this friend and I, she had a handicapped son and when we'd send them to summer camp and when they'd go in camp, we'd go off somewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. CONLIN: Yeah. It was a nice break but I went with Elder Hostel, some trips there and also with Kay Ledgerwood, who had the high school classes, I think, and she had some trips and sometimes there were vacant seats and we could go on those trips, which were very good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: And I had a sister who was Peace Corps and also worked for the government teaching because when she finished her stint in Prague, she had a very good appointment in Prague, and then I'd meet her there when she's finished teaching and stuff like that and then we'd go gallivanting around. We've been to Germany, we've been to... Well, one of the favorite ones was our train ride across Russia on the Trans-Siberian Railroad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MS. CONLIN: And that was very, very, very, nice, very unusual.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure. Now, did you have your family visit you in Oak Ridge and what were their thoughts of Oak Ridge?

MS. CONLIN: My family, my mother and father never came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MS. CONLIN: No. They didn't travel much. They stayed put. I'd have to go see them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: But my sisters came, but not frequently 'cause they all had families, too, you know, and we just weren't ... and we're quite a distance away from them, so we didn't have a lot of local family visiting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right... What was the appeal? I mean, obviously you came here, you had your family and you were in Oak Ridge, but I imagine you could have moved away, I mean, you know, after you and your husband, you know, separated. Why did you decide to stay in Oak Ridge?

MS. CONLIN: I like Oak Ridge. It's very nice. I like small towns. It's not really small, but I like it better than Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MS. CONLIN: And, you know, it was friendly, it was a pleasant place to be and I liked it. And my children liked it, too. My other children all graduated from UT.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. CONLIN: And went on, one's a vet, one's a physical therapist, and so on, and they're doing well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. CONLIN: So, it's home.

MR. MCDANIEL: And your two oldest children, you felt like they were getting good services?

MS. CONLIN: Yes, they were getting good services there. I had...  They are now at Michael Dunn Center.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. CONLIN: And being taken care of very well. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. CONLIN: But they were with the Emory Valley Center before that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Now, there at Michael Dunn, do they live there?
MS. CONLIN: They live there; they're permanent residents, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: A funny story, not a funny story, but a story I'll tell you. When I was growing up, we had a next door neighbor and our next door neighbor's daughter had a child with Down's syndrome and there wasn't very much ... I was in Kingston. There weren't very many services or they didn't have the kind of services he thought, especially in Roane County. So he decided that he was going to start something and name it after his grandson and his grandson was Michael Dunn, so that's how the Michael Dunn Center began.

MS. CONLIN: He's still living, isn't he?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, I believe he is.
MS. CONLIN: Yeah. It's been very good for me. It worked out very well, especially having them both in the same place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: Of course, at one time Mark was down in Western Institute, Bolivar and places like that. It was very difficult to get to see him and hard to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand.
MS. CONLIN: But one time... I used to fly to see... go to Memphis and then rent a car and go back to Bolivar and see him, but once I flew on Halloween and I said to myself -- I have a weird sense of humor -- if that ever happens again, I'm going to be a witch and get on the plane. And it did happen the next year. I went on the plane as a witch, I said, "My broom's not working." (laughs) And anyhow. But it was fun and the pilot was, I had my picture with the pilot just to prove it. That was very nice. You couldn't do that today.

MR. MCDANIEL: No, you couldn't do that today.
MS. CONLIN: It's funny, some fellow from church saw me and he almost cracked up. I still get Halloween cards from him. (laughter) So, I enjoy life.

MR. MCDANIEL: What else have you been involved in in Oak Ridge? What else do you want to say about Oak Ridge?
MS. CONLIN: I don't know. I think it's a very nice place to be. I'm very glad I brought my children up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: And I like, as I said, I like comparatively small towns. It's friendly.

MR. MCDANIEL: What ... What do you do now? What are you active in now?
MS. CONLIN: Well, I'm active. I go to classes at ORICL.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, do you?
MS. CONLIN: Are you familiar with that?

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MS. CONLIN: And I'm active in the church and I go to Curves frequently and they say that's very good for me. And it has been good. I'm just busy, interested in people and things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you think Oak Ridge is... I mean, Oak Ridge, obviously, is a... is an older... the population has gotten grayer, as they say. Do you think there are plenty of things for the, for retired folks in Oak Ridge?

MS. CONLIN: It seems to me there are. I have a lot of friends at Greenfield and over at the NHC, nursing homes, and I see there are a couple more nursing homes, or care-giving homes going up. It's an older community now, you know, and the thing is what I think stops people is they can't drive anymore. And so, thank God I'm still driving but I pray I'll be able to drive a couple more years.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you're 91.
MS. CONLIN: No, I'm not 91, I'm 89

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sorry. Excuse me. (laughter) You're 89. I apologize.

MS. CONLIN: In six months, well, in June, I'll be 90.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok, well that's quite a ways from now.
MS. CONLIN: Yes. That's right. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, as a health care professional, what about health care in Oak Ridge?

MS. CONLIN: It seems to be adequate, as far as I know. There's certainly plenty of doctors around to see and I think help is immediately available if you need it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, why didn't you go to work at the Oak Ridge Hospital? Was there a reason, or just you had an opportunity in Knoxville.
MS. CONLIN: Well, I had the refresher course in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MS. CONLIN: And the hospital in Knoxville was Ft. Sanders...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ft. Sanders...
MS. CONLIN: Was the one that was offering the class and that's why I would be familiar with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. CONLIN: And that's why. And it was convenient. It worked out well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What else? Anything else you want to talk about?
MS. CONLIN: No, I can't think of anything right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, well, I tell you what I'm going to do is I'm going to turn the camera off and I'm going to give you a minute.
MS. CONLIN: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: See if you can think of anything you want to talk about and if you do, we'll turn the camera back on, but if not, thank you so much for taking time to talk with us.

MS. CONLIN: You're welcome. It was a pleasure.
[End of Interview]
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