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MR. JOHNSON: Interview with Mr. James Sexton, 736 Banks Avenue, Knoxville, July 24, 1976, Dr. [Charles] Johnson. Usually the way we start is just to ask when you came to Oak Ridge and how you got there. 
MR. SEXTON: Well, I went to Oak Ridge on April 20, 1943. 

MR. JOHNSON: You were early then.

MR. SEXTON: Already a guard in the guard department.

MR. JOHNSON: For one of the companies?

MR. SEXTON: For Roane Anderson.

MR. JOHNSON: Roane Anderson. 

MR. SEXTON: Stayed with them for a little while. Then I hired in with U.S.… with the civil service for about a year. Then we left them. I was with Stone and Webster for about a year. 

MR. JOHNSON: They did most of the heavy construction stuff. 
MR. SEXTON: Right. They were the ones that started up. Actually Stone and Webster first hired in and then Roane Anderson. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. 

MR. SEXTON: So they were about, I imagine, 1,300 guards around that time. Between 12 and 1,400 is what there were. They kept a whole bunch of them around business places, around banks, guards would be posted around banks, schools, school crossings, outposts. We’d have posters out in the Ridge Guard Post, water tanks.

MR. JOHNSON: Up at the water towers

MR. SEXTON: Water towers and all in that, coming into Oak Ridge, all through Farragut, had guards at them checking people who came in through there. We had quite a territory. K-25, around Wheat School.

MR. JOHNSON: Way out west then?

MR. SEXTON: Out west, it was all over the place. 

MR. JOHNSON: Now, each company had its own guard force. Didn’t it? Like Carbide, Tennessee Eastman.

MR. SEXTON: Right. Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Each one of them had their own guard forces for their plant areas.

MR. SEXTON: Right.

MR. JOHNSON: And then there was the Army MP’s.

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: And then there was the Stone and Webster…

MR. SEXTON: Stone and Webster guard force with the Oak Ridge city [inaudible]…

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah.

MR. SEXTON: As a whole.

MR. JOHNSON: Then it became Roane Anderson, or… you had Roane Anderson guards and Stone and Webster guards. 

MR. SEXTON: What was Stone and Webster and then we went to Roane Anderson.

MR. JOHNSON: I see. Okay. 

MR. SEXTON: Went from the Stone and Webster Company to Roane Anderson.

MR. JOHNSON: Right, Roane Anderson took it over.

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. You provided town police.

MR. SEXTON: Yeah.

MR. JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. SEXTON: Town and all the outlying areas. We had the mounted patrol and would ride horses.

MR. JOHNSON: We’ve heard about that. They would patrol the fences on horseback. 

MR. SEXTON: We had beautiful grey uniforms.

MR. JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. SEXTON: They were beautiful. I didn’t get in that. I would check the guard posts mostly. It would take quite a while to make your rounds. It was a big territory.

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, it is. You went around in a military vehicle.

MR. SEXTON: In a Jeep.

MR. JOHNSON: A Jeep.

MR. SEXTON: Usually in a Jeep. And we had a bunch of guards down at K-25 when Ford, Bacon and Davis was down there.

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah.

MR. SEXTON: There was about 25 of us guards that went down there and guarded the building, their plants that they were building. We also went to Y-12. I was Sergeant at that time. We had 25 men over there in that first plant that they built.
MR. JOHNSON: At Y-12?

MR. SEXTON: Y-12. It was quite a thrill to watch those people come and go. They would work all night, wade in that mud like it was dry weather. They didn’t care a bit for it.

MR. JOHNSON: Just had to keep on.

MR. SEXTON: Right.  The women they would be driving those trucks, bulldozers, just the same as the men. Had them all over the place. 

MR. JOHNSON: I imagine there was a tremendous sense of movement and excitement.

MR. SEXTON: Oh, there was just movement all the time. At night you couldn’t hardly tell the night from day, unless it was the wee hours of the morning. People were up all night. 

MR. JOHNSON: Doing shift work?

MR. SEXTON: Doing shift work and they had a few recreation halls that would stay open all night. There would be someone there all night, playing the jukebox, dancing to it. 

MR. JOHNSON: And drinking beer.

MR. SEXTON: Yes, but they had a beer joint. I believe we had a couple, but at that time, they wouldn’t let them come out on the street and drink it. 

MR. JOHNSON: It’s got to be inside.

MR. SEXTON: It had to be inside. There would be four or five guards standing there in front of the door. The guards wouldn’t let them come out. Of course they guarded the banks, kept four or five guards at each bank.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have any problems with robberies?

MR. SEXTON: Not at that time, no Sir. It was way late in the, I guess, it may have been the middle ‘50’s that had the first armed robbery. 

MR. JOHNSON: That’s a pretty good record.

MR. SEXTON: It sure is. 

MR. JOHNSON: So you didn’t have robberies particularly to worry about. Did you do, what was your time spent mainly doing? What kinds of things.

MR. SEXTON: We had a lot of traffic and of course there was quite a bit of drinking and fighting, minor problems that we had to look after. We had a lot of little dormitories, halls, you know that people lived in. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. 

MR. SEXTON: They were full. I had the men dormitories and had the women’s barracks. So, those men would stay up all night drinking and fighting.

MR. JOHNSON: Playing cards.

MR. SEXTON: Playing cards and so forth, as they do today, I suppose. About the same thing. It would keep us busy looking after that. There was so many of them. 

MR. JOHNSON: Lots of single people, lots of single guys who didn’t have ties, attachments.

MR. SEXTON: A lot of people would sleep out in their automobile. You’d see them out under a tree sleeping at night. Had nowhere to stay, nowhere to sleep at that time. Just anywhere they could sleep. 

MR. JOHNSON: Now when somebody was arrested, say you had to arrest someone who was fighting, or was drunk or something, then what happened? What would you do with them?

MR. SEXTON: We’d bring them in. We had a jail, a temporary jail there which was pretty secure. Then we would take them into that review board. 

MR. JOHNSON: The jail was in the Administration building area.

MR. SEXTON: Right. It was in the department and it was in the branch of the town hall, the jail was. That we had a branch, department there. So we’d take them into the review board and those Army officers would make their judgement on them.

MR. JOHNSON: Decide based on what had happened?

MR. SEXTON: That’s right. 

MR. JOHNSON: It was kind of like a hearing.

MR. SEXTON: Kind of like a hearing. We would go in and tell what happened, just as though it was before the court. Sometimes, they would give them two or three days there in the jail. If they couldn’t think of a [inaudible] outright, they would put them off there. 

MR. JOHNSON: Would they send them over the Anderson County, or Clinton?

MR. SEXTON: We’d send them to Anderson County if they were going to stay an amount of time in jail. We had one man from Clinton. I’ve seen him with eight or nine, in an old Chevrolet, hauling them to Clinton. 

MR. JOHNSON: Then they would put them in jail.

MR. SEXTON: Put them in jail over there. 

MR. JOHNSON: And stand trial, or whatever.

MR. SEXTON: Right, or else, you’d spend a sentence there, don’t you see? Given a sentence there.

MR. JOHNSON: Oh, I see. 

MR. SEXTON: In Anderson County.

MR. JOHNSON: But Oak Ridge police and the guard force took care of the problems in Oak Ridge.

MR. SEXTON: Right.

MR. JOHNSON: You didn’t have the sheriff coming over from Clinton patrolling.

MR. SEXTON: The sheriff would send over and get the men and haul them into Clinton. 

MR. JOHNSON: Now, were some of you deputy sheriffs? 

MR. SEXTON: We were all bonded deputies.

MR. JOHNSON: Anderson County?

MR. SEXTON: Anderson County.

MR. JOHNSON: I see. Okay. 

MR. SEXTON: We were that way. The police are still bonded. The Oak Ridge Police are bonded with Anderson County. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, I wasn’t really clear about that because it’s a military reservation, or federal area there. I didn’t know what they…

MR. SEXTON: Well, they are bonded now, the police. It’s a police set up, the guard department, and the police department, are all bonded.

MR. JOHNSON: Now, although you worked for Stone and Webster and Roane Anderson, did you have the feeling that the Army was pretty well in charge of the situation.

MR. SEXTON: Sure. Yes, sir. 

MR. JOHNSON: This was an Army…

MR. SEXTON: Yes, sir.

MR. JOHNSON: …operation.

MR. SEXTON: It was an Army operation and we had to take our training and drilling, marching, just like the soldiers do. We would take our schooling, go about two weeks at the time and we’d get two weeks once a year or more. We’d take it…

MR. JOHNSON: What sort of training did you get?

MR. SEXTON: It was laws of arrest, searches and seizures, everything in law courses. Drilling, how to make arrests, [inaudible].
MR. JOHNSON: Did you carry a gun?

MR. SEXTON: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. When we first went there we didn’t have a gun for a few weeks. The Army didn’t have them. They wasn’t far enough along to have the guns so…
MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, I remember seeing some correspondence. Colonel Nichols and a couple other people writing trying to figure out how they could get…

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: …legal authorization for the guard force to carry guns.

MR. SEXTON: Now, we had shotguns. They were pretty [inaudible] and we’d keep those shotguns around the water towers and outposts. They would keep shot guns. We had no hand guns. Incidentally, I bought me one a few days after I moved down here. I carried it. We had guns, just shortly after. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have problems with people trying to sneak in? 

MR. SEXTON: Yes.

MR. JOHNSON: Through the fences and stuff.

MR. SEXTON: We’d catch them climbing the water towers. They’d be almost to the top. It would be two, three o’clock in the morning. 

MR. JOHNSON: Just to look around?

MR. SEXTON: Out on the prowl just saying they were out looking around. Of course we would bring them down and investigate them to see, you know. 

MR. JOHNSON: You had uniforms.

MR. SEXTON: Yes, sir.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have to buy them yourselves, or…?

MR. SEXTON: The Army furnished them.

MR. JOHNSON: The Army furnished them.

MR. SEXTON: We had the old Army khaki uniforms and hard hats, as you can see right there.

MR. JOHNSON: Oh.

MR. SEXTON: That’s me standing before this review board. 

MR. JOHNSON: Oh, so… they were kind of a helmet with a rim. 

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you feel that the Army officers who served on that review board did a pretty good job…?

MR. SEXTON: They were fair. 

MR. JOHNSON: …in deciding things.

MR. SEXTON: They were as fair as people could be. Those three guys right there were the nicest guys as you would ever hope to meet. They would spend an honest opinion and they were good, every one of them.

MR. JOHNSON: We’ve read some police records, you know the arrest records that were typed up on fairly large cards and fairly often if someone hadn’t been in trouble before, got kind of drunk and were arrested…

MR. SEXTON: Yeah, they’d give them a break.

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, just let them sleep it off and then send them home.

MR. SEXTON: Sure.

MR. JOHNSON: One of the things that we’ve gotten a feeling about anyway was that they weren’t as hard on people drinking as they were on people trying to bootleg on the reservation. 

MR. SEXTON: There was, and of course, bootleg. If they would catch them with the whiskey, they would confiscate it. That was about all they did with it, take it away from them. 
MR. JOHNSON: Did they have a fair number of people on the reservation selling liquor?

MR. SEXTON: Well, there was quite a few… The guards got quite a bit of that whiskey as it came through. They searched the automobiles, you see. They would confiscate quite a bit of whiskey. 

MR. JOHNSON: So you worked on the gates too, checking cars coming in. 

MR. SEXTON: Yes, sir.

MR. JOHNSON: Now there was an MP company there, wasn’t there?

MR. SEXTON: There was an MP company.

MR. JOHNSON: A regular Army MP company.

MR. SEXTON: That’s right, but that didn’t interfere with our work at all.

MR. JOHNSON: What did they do?

MR. SEXTON: Well, they would look after, more or less, I suppose, the Army draft dodgers, or something I suppose, or anything that the Army might come up with that needed investigating, you see. We took care of the Oak Ridge situation. 

MR. JOHNSON: I see.  Now, we’ve read about something called the Axillary Military Police.

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Was the guard force, were people on the guard force members of the Axillary Military Police?

MR. SEXTON: Well, we had the Axillary Police that would come and work with us, which wasn’t the guard set up, you see, and the Police. Even the Police Department had to set up there. We had the Axillary Police and they would come and ride with us and help us, help out. I’ve had quite a few to ride with me. 

MR. JOHNSON: You had a very large force of people over there. 

MR. SEXTON: We sure did. At one time, there was about 84,000 people on that area.

MR. JOHNSON: On the area, that’s a big city that you had…

MR. SEXTON: Yes, it is. It’s all spread out. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you think that the people you worked with on the guard force were pretty good people? Did they hire pretty competent people generally? 

MR. SEXTON: The majority were good people. Of course there were some that, I guess, like everything, didn’t meet up to standards, but the majority were pretty good people. A lot of them were elderly people. They were up in their years.
MR. JOHNSON: I see. Too old for the Army.

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: How did you hear about, we’re interested in how people got to Oak Ridge? Where did you live before, how did you hear about the place?

MR. SEXTON: Well, I lived here.

MR. JOHNSON: Knoxville?

MR. SEXTON: I lived here in Knoxville and I heard that they were building this plant, Oak Ridge, and it was going to be a major thing. I was working at Security Mills, at that time. So, I went out to see what I could find out. The guards gave me a pass at the gate to see the person in Personnel. Chief Shelton, I don’t’ remember his first name right now. He was the Chief of the Guards. I went in and talked to him and he asked a few questions. One or two I’ll never forget. He asked me if I growled, grumbled or complained. I said, “No, I can’t tell you about that. That’s a hard question.” He said, “You’re hired.” [Laughter]
He said, “You’re hired,” and I worked from there. Made it pretty good for 33 years. 

MR. JOHNSON: On the guard force and then the police force.

MR. SEXTON: Right. Came right up through the department for 33 years, from the sixth day of March to the eighth day of April will be 33 years. 

MR. JOHNSON: That’s a good long time.

MR. SEXTON: Yes, it sure was. Like I had a little write up in the paper, if you read it.

MR. JOHNSON: I saw that. That’s where we got your name.

MR. SEXTON: It was, it’s been wonderful. There have been days where it was bad, but it’s been a great experience. I’ve had a few black eyes, but I’ve never had to hurt no one seriously. I’ve carried black eyes for quite a while. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, I imagine. You have, we saw some pictures with the trailers in there. Was it mostly construction people who lived in the trailers?

MR. SEXTON: Right, most of them were construction and at that time, that’s about all there were in there, construction people.

MR. JOHNSON: In the hutments and the trailers. 

MR. SEXTON: Right, and in those barracks, they were full of them and [inaudible].
MR. JOHNSON: Pretty rough group of guys?

MR. SEXTON: It sure was. It was a rough group of guys, but of course, it settled down and on up through the city, it got quiet and it’s a nice town. 

MR. JOHNSON: The area around Jackson Square where the houses were, the cemestos up on the ridge, that was pretty much like any normal town in terms of police problems.

MR. SEXTON: Right, around Jackson Square that was the old town. That was the first town. 

MR. JOHNSON: What I was wondering about is: were there parts of the town that had kind of bad reputations with the police, where you had most of the trouble.

MR. SEXTON: Just like today, there were parts of town that were worse than other.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have more trouble in say, the hutment areas then say the trailer areas? 

MR. SEXTON: Well, the trailers, we had more in the trailers than anything. Those trailers would be…

MR. JOHNSON: Fighting or family disputes?

MR. SEXTON: More or less minor things, family disputes, drinking. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have much in the way of trouble between the blacks and whites?

MR. SEXTON: No, sir, we didn’t. It’s been very nice all the way through Oak Ridge, all through down through the years. 

MR. JOHNSON: We heard from somebody, we talked to somebody who lived in the trailers and they said that one night they were told by the guards that they ought to stay in the trailers and not go out on the streets because there might be a problem with the blacks in the hutment area. That was the only time we heard about anything.

MR. SEXTON: That could have happened, but as far as I know, can remember, it was quiet. We got along good. 

MR. JOHNSON: So you don’t remember there being bad problems.

MR. SEXTON: Not between the blacks and whites. No, sir, I don’t. Of course, there might be some flare ups like there is today, misunderstandings, but we’ve always got along good. 
MR. JOHNSON: That’s good and that’s kind of interesting because you had a population that was large and…

MR. SEXTON: Right, and different people had different opinions, different ideas, get a little upset and that’s just like it is today. You might threaten, oh, I’m going to do so and so, but it would never develop. [Inaudible] you know, but we got along good, the blacks and whites. 

MR. JOHNSON: Now you lived in Knoxville all the time, or did you move over for a while in Oak Ridge? 
MR. SEXTON: I lived in Oak Ridge for eight years, that was the city ordinance, we had to move out there, had to have an address out there. 

MR. JOHNSON: I see. Not during the war though.

MR. SEXTON: No.

MR. JOHNSON: This was…

MR. SEXTON: During the war, I lived here. I lived in Knoxville and when the city took over, they made me move out there for eight years. They canceled that and I came back. 

MR. JOHNSON: So you didn’t stay in Oak Ridge when you had the opportunity. You moved back then to Knoxville.

MR. SEXTON: Right.

MR. JOHNSON: You liked it better here in Knoxville?

MR. SEXTON: Not necessarily. I had my home here.

MR. JOHNSON: I see. 

MR. SEXTON: I had the home. I had it paid for and I didn’t see a point.

MR. JOHNSON: In having another?

MR. SEXTON: Right. And one of my boys was here at that time, you know. So when they canceled that I just came back to Knoxville. I like Oak Ridge. It’s a nice clean town. 

MR. JOHNSON: But during the war, you lived over here and just went back and forth.

Right, went back and forth. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did they have, was there a bus service you could have taken, or did you have to take your own car. 
MR. SEXTON: There was a bus service, but it didn’t fit with my shift, the way I was working. I did ride the bus a little bit, but the shifts we worked, it was hard for me to ride a bus. We did carpool and ride for a long time. 

MR. JOHNSON: Were quite a number of people living around the Knoxville area who worked…?

MR. SEXTON: Yes.

MR. JOHNSON: …and drove back and forth?

MR. SEXTON: There was about eight of us at one time going in one car, and five and six. We carpooled for quite a while, several years. It got down to the police department for the last few years, why, I’ve driven myself. 

MR. JOHNSON: Let’s see, since you were on the guard force, and moved over here, did you get extra gas coupons during the war.

MR. SEXTON: Back during the war I did. I got coupons and all the cars and gas that I needed, as long as I was hauling passengers, you know, driving to and forth at a pace. 

MR. JOHNSON: Now the chief that you had, the chief of the guard force was Sheldon?

MR. SEXTON: Sheldon, Chief Sheldon. He was the one who hired me. I forget his first name right off. 

MR. JOHNSON: And he was the chief through most of the war years, or…?

MR. SEXTON: He was chief for several years during the war. Then he came on up. We had Chief Livingston. When the police department set up it was Chief Vettel, Ted Vettel. When I left, of course, Chief Smith, Bob Smith was the chief then. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have, did you ever hear about danger from sabotage, or spies or anything in particular that you had to worry about?
MR. SEXTON: We would get news of that. I don’t know the source it came from, but they would notify us and we would be on the alert for everything.

MR. JOHNSON: There may be some trouble coming.

MR. SEXTON: Right, right. We would, we got that quite often. 

MR. JOHNSON: Quite often. 
MR. SEXTON: On up through the police department. That would happen. We would hear things, such as that. 

MR. JOHNSON: So it wasn’t just entirely a normal town police force. There’s another side to it.

MR. SEXTON: Right, and anything that, of course that the officials would hear, they would post us about it, keep us on our toes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you ever know of any evidence of, oh, sabotage or…?

MR. SEXTON: Well, not that I can remember right now. 

MR. JOHNSON: Warnings of it but…

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: …stopped whatever it was.

MR. SEXTON: It didn’t carry out. 

MR. JOHNSON: Was there, how did the separate groups of guards get along. The people who were guarding, say for Tennessee Eastman, did you get along pretty well with those people. 

MR. SEXTON: Sure. We made it fun. In fact, we never seldom saw them. They worked in the plants.

MR. JOHNSON: On the inside of the fence. 

MR. SEXTON: On the inside of the fence and we worked out all over the place, you see. They worked inside, but if we needed to work along with them, we got along with them, with everyone.

MR. JOHNSON: You got along with the Army pretty well too?

MR. SEXTON: Right. Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Sounds like it was a pretty good cooperative effort. 

MR. SEXTON: I think it was a good cooperative effort and the town grew up and everybody worked together. It was just wonderful. Got along great. 

MR. JOHNSON: I imagine you were pretty busy during the war with all of those people.

MR. SEXTON: We were busy all the time.  We spent many days that we hardly had time to get a bite to eat, answering calls.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you work a standard eight hour shift, or…?

MR. SEXTON: Well, when we first went out there, it was supposed to be. We worked from the time, well, when we got through. If we got a call, sometimes we’d work eight or ten hours. 

MR. JOHNSON: Six days a week? Five days a week?

MR. SEXTON: A lot of times we worked seven. 

MR. JOHNSON: That’s tough.

MR. SEXTON: And six days. That’s the way it grew up. 

MR. JOHNSON: Anything you particularly remember that you want to be sure that I know. I’ve been asking questions mostly. Is there anything that you want to tell me, especially?

MR. SEXTON: I can’t recall any outstanding thing that I can inform you of. You’ve done been informed of what a mud hole it was.

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. We’ve… I imagine that made it kind of tough to get around. 

MR. SEXTON: We had to take those jeeps. We had a little jeep and we’d go all over the place with them. Of course, down in the plant areas, we’d have to walk. It would, we’d have on boots. Oh, I don’t know. It would be three or four inches deep, the mud would. Right then, mud would. 
MR. JOHNSON: We talked to one young guy who was in high school there during the war, and he said just after they had gotten there, he went out someplace. He had goulashes on and he came back and he’d lost his goulashes. They had gotten just sucked right off in the mud. 
MR. SEXTON: Yeah. One particular incident that’s kind of funny. East Village, I was up at East Village store, market there. Some lady come in there trading and she came out. She didn’t know the way home. She’d just moved in there. Of course there were trailers, those flattops all over that wooded area then, back north of Jackson Square. She wanted to know if I could help her. I said, “If I can, I’d be glad to.” She said, “Well,” she thought she lived back, which is just a little bit north of East Village. I told her to get in the car. We got in the car. She said, “Now when I find my house, when I see it,” said, “I’ll know it.” She said, “I don’t know which way. I’m lost.” She’d only lived there a few days. I started out East Drive. I was going to go the outlying areas. I had driven about a mile. She said, “Stop. Right there it is. There hangs my clothes.” [Laughter] She said, “There hangs my clothes.” 

MR. JOHNSON: It’s kind of a good thing her clothes were hanging there because a lot of those houses looked alike. 

MR. SEXTON: Just alike. She wouldn’t have found it. And there weren’t no streets then, just graded out gravel roads. You just didn’t know which way to go hardly. 

MR. JOHNSON: It must have been both tough and kind of exciting to live there when it was…

MR. SEXTON: Yes, it was.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you get the feeling that you were kind of living out in the frontier?
MR. SEXTON: Well, the main thing, I worked. I was so busy that I didn’t have time to think a whole lot, you know. I was just here, came up here and worked hard. We worked hard.

MR. JOHNSON: We’ve gotten that from a lot of people, that they didn’t have much time to do anything else but work. 

MR. SEXTON: That’s right. That’s right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Of course there was a war on. Did they give you any idea of what it was you were guarding? What was going on there? 

MR. SEXTON: No, not really. We was in some places that we knew had to be guarded pretty closely, but not really. 
MR. JOHNSON: So it came as a surprise to you when the bomb went off over Hiroshima. 

MR. SEXTON: Right. We had one chief there that told us we were making buttons for President Roosevelt. [Laughter] so…

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. Making the back end of a horse. 

MR. SEXTON: Yeah. 

MR. JOHNSON: We’ve heard some stories like that. Do you remember the day the bomb went off and hearing about it and then discovering that that was what was going on? 

MR. SEXTON: I can recall it, but I can’t recall that day. 

MR. JOHNSON: But you remember the experience. 

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: A lot of people pretty excited about it? 

MR. SEXTON: Well, I suppose, however they didn’t seem like they were surprised about it. They weren’t upset over it. There we were very quiet.

MR. JOHNSON: We were wondering if there were any big parades or that sort of thing.

MR. SEXTON: No, sir, there weren’t. It was quite a time and everybody just kept working.  Coming out of those plants in the afternoon, cars were so thick, four or five abreast, deep. They’d clip one another’s fender and they would get out and shake them loose, get in their cars and go on. 

MR. JOHNSON: Must have been a real problem trying to make sure that the people who came in through the gates were supposed to be there because you had so many of them coming through. 

MR. SEXTON: Well, usually the driver was responsible for his passengers, more or less. He had his badge and everything displayed, where you could see it, see. But then maybe they would take a spell and stop every car for a good while and check them all out and see if they had their badges.

MR. JOHNSON: Check everybody and see if…

MR. SEXTON: Right, and they would do that alternating. They may let a few go on, and check some more, but the driver usually was responsible for his passengers. He knew what he had. They knew the driver. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have much of a problem with people trying to sneak in?

MR. SEXTON: Not a whole lot. We have caught some sneaking in. 

MR. JOHNSON: Just wanting to look around.

MR. SEXTON: Right. There wasn’t no chance of sneaking in through the gates, maybe around the fences or something like that, but they had those gates fenced off and barricaded, and if you came through there, you were checked pretty good. It was a well-kept secret and checked place. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah. You sound as though you are pleased that you left Security Mills and went over there. 

MR. SEXTON: Oh yes. Yes. I’m very pleased. I’d have put up 33 years out there and in pretty good health, didn’t get hurt and made it through, worked and helped out. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you, were there some, I imagine there were some guards who did get hurt pretty badly in the line of duty. 

MR. SEXTON: Yes. We’ve had some that got hurt, had to go to the hospital. Some got, we’ve had some get their clothes cut off of them. We’ve had some guards that got hurt in some pretty bad places. 

MR. JOHNSON: Were there particular places that had bad reputations during the war? 

MR. SEXTON: Well…

MR. JOHNSON: That might cause some trouble.

MR. SEXTON: The worst were those beer joints, taverns. We’d have to guard those and they would get pretty rough. Get pretty rough. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you see, was there a real difference after the war was over and the town itself and your job?

MR. SEXTON: Yes. After the war was over, after all the construction work was done, why, so many of those people left and then we begin to become a different city, began to put up permanent buildings, dwellings and everything. It was different, quite different.

MR. JOHNSON: Got smaller, fewer problems for the plants. 

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: I guess from what I’ve heard, Oak Ridge has always had the reputation of having a pretty good professional police force.

MR. SEXTON: I’d say so, not because I worked out there, but I’d say it was good. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your wife mentioned earlier that you had taken her over to kind of show her around.

MR. SEXTON: Yes.

MR. JOHNSON: She was impressed. 

MR. SEXTON: Oh, yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, I guess that covers most of the questions that I had. Do you remember any problems with strikes during the war, walk outs, many problems with picketing, or anything like that?
MR. SEXTON: We’ve had some strikes out there, which wasn’t too bad. of course congestion was the biggest thing, traffic congestion. 

MR. JOHNSON: That was the major problem that you had. 

MR. SEXTON: That was the major problem, yes it was. 

MR. JOHNSON: Just all those people trying to get to work.

MR. SEXTON: Right. Then strikers would have the road blocked and it was hard to keep them open during the strike. But no trouble, serious trouble. Later those strikes, pickets, they always cooperated with the police department very nicely. They would get together and work very nicely, but anytime you get a crowd together, they’re going to block some traffic, you know. 

MR. JOHNSON: When you got a lot of traffic, it doesn’t take too much to cause a problem. 

MR. SEXTON: Right. 

MR. JOHNSON: But you don’t remember the town having any real special problems that you, that would be unique to Oak Ridge.

MR. SEXTON: No, sir. I don’t. 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, I thank you very much. I appreciate your giving me this time.

MR. SEXTON: You’re quite welcome. From what little I could tell…

[End of Interview]
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