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MR. JACKSON: …Mrs. Lyle Lieber, 136 Outer Drive, July 24, ’76, [Charles] Jackson. As I said, maybe a place to start is if you could just tell me how and when you got here. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, we arrived somewhere around…

MRS. LIEBER: On my birthday, my 24th birthday. 

MR. LIEBER: Well it was…

MRS. LIEBER: August 24, 1944.

MR. LIEBER: 1944. 

MRS. LIEBER: We had a three and a half month old baby and we drove right past Oak Ridge and ended up at that school right outside of Lake City where we realized we had done something, or Lyle did. I didn’t know from nothing.

MR. LIEBER: Well there weren’t any signs…

MRS. LIEBER: No.

MR. LIEBER: …that would indicate. The only real point of delivery of anything was the Blair Railroad Station, which was nothing but a crossing over here. 

MRS. LIEBER: But you were told to come through Clinton, remember?

MR. LIEBER: A little spur, but all freight came through Blair, but we were…

MRS. LIEBER: We didn’t turn at Clinton, or we turned the wrong, what happened was we came straight through Clinton and kept on going. 

MR. LIEBER: There wasn’t any indication this installation was out here. The highways, well, 25W, we were here in Clinton. There wasn’t anything posted. 

MRS. LIEBER: I don’t know actually how we did find it.

MR. LIEBER: We asked.

MRS. LIEBER: Did you ask?
MR. LIEBER: We realized that we were going further north out of Clinton than rather turning west to come down here.

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, we came back. Is that [inaudible] still over there?

MR. JACKSON: Now, you came from New York?
MRS. LIEBER: We came from New York City, yeah. We drove through.

MR. LIEBER: I was with General Electric, we both were, and in ’43 we went with the Kellex Organization which was the designers, the engineers for this installation. I was on loan…
MRS. LIEBER: The Manhattan Project.

MR. LIEBER: Yeah, I was on loan from General Electric to the Kellex organization and that work began to terminate at the same time they developed trouble down here in one department which was the…

MRS. LIEBER: He was working up at the 125th Street in New York City and we were living on Washington Square South, at that time, [inaudible].
MR. LIEBER: A helium leak detector, was one developed purposefully was the only time we had a mass spectrometer to detect leaks. That was the department that I was in. They had trouble here maintaining the 250 whatever number they had. So they asked if I would come down for, to help, not to last more than one year. They thought that was all that was necessary. So, still on leave from General Electric, we came down for essentially one year to continue the, well, our contribution to the war effort, because the war was still on, you see. 
MRS. LIEBER: Actually, our two best friends ended up down here too. Bob Jacobs, who’s now, well, he’s retired from Standard Oil. He went up to Homewood and with a great job…

MR. LIEBER: They were the people who were in Kellex.

MRS. LIEBER: …and the [inaudible]. They were our best friends. They followed us to Oak Ridge, but we were the first of our little group to come.  

MR. LIEBER: So Carbide then made arrangements. Ford, Bacon, and Davis was the group that was operating this equipment, leak detecting and pipe cleaning and fabrication. Carbide was going to actually be the operator. So between Ford, Bacon, and Davis arranging with Carbide, we were moved down here by Carbide, given a house by Carbide…

MRS. LIEBER: Well, not for a while.

MR. LIEBER: … and we were on…

MRS. LIEBER: We lived in the efficiency apartments for months with diapers wall to wall.

MR. LIEBER: …the Carbide payroll.

MRS. LIEBER:  There was no diaper service.

MR. LIEBER: We were on the Carbide payroll from the beginning, but worked half a year…

MRS. LIEBER: He wants to know about life in Oak Ridge.

MR. LIEBER: …for Ford, Bacon, and Davis. He asked how we got here. 

MRS. LIEBER: Well, actually we got here by a lot of hard driving in the heat and it was 102 degrees and noon when we got here, finally, to Oak Ridge, got to the gates. We hadn’t had any lunch and we stopped out at Jefferson, what was the West Village Cafeteria and ate lunch, and it’s really odd because that was also the Oak Ridge Museum of Atomic Energy where I ended up being the volunteer coordinator two-and-a-half years and then moved to the new museum and set up their volunteer program there, but it’s really odd that’s the first place we ate and then I later, many, many years worked there. Then we went on out with a screaming baby in all this heat, and Lyle had to go to K-25. We had no place to go. No place to live. I had to do the best I could with Dana, you know, while he went in, but they were very nice. They got you through K-25 fast and gave us an efficiency apartment. At the time, we didn’t know how lucky we were because when our friends followed us down here they had to live in the Guest House and they had a baby too. At that time, this is the Alexander, but it was the Guest House then, you had to share a bathroom. There was a bathroom between the rooms and [inaudible] had to live there, they lived there over a month, didn’t they? And they finally got a house right across the street from us on Euclid Circle.
MR. JACKSON: Really?

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, they were our neighbors here, but…

MR. JACKSON: That must have been quite a shift coming from New York City in here. What did you miss most?

 MR. LIEBER: Missed? Well, the things that we were glad to miss were all the people and the [inaudible], and the pavement, and all of the…
MRS. LIEBER: What I missed was being able to walk across the street to the grocery store, knowing all the neighbors. Of course, I got to know my neighbors, but our neighbors up there were very flexible at that time. They were constantly being fired. In fact, you fired one of them. The guy that lived across the street and down one house, had the child that screamed all night the night before they moved. Lyle had to fire him. There were many, many [inaudible] in those days. People that came in, didn’t fit in, didn’t like it, couldn’t stand it, or didn’t do the job they had been hired for. Ain’t that right, Lyle? Oak Ridge was extremely mobile.

MR. LIEBER: There was quite a bit of turnover because of security reasons. They had to get on the payroll and a lot of times they had to be terminated for security reasons. You never knew what they found, but we would have to release quite a few people because of security reasons. It was much tighter then than it is now.

MRS. LIEBER: But shopping, from a housewife’s standpoint, the shopping was very difficult in Oak Ridge, in the early days. I’m sure you’ve heard this before from everyone, but the night that we got here, it was my birthday. We were in the efficiency apartment. I believe it was A-1 right in back of Jackson Square where the Value Mart is now was a grocery store. It was a Kroger’s. Well he walked across the street and he bought a broiler chicken for my birthday dinner. I broiled it, but it was almost rotten. We had to throw it out.
MR. LIEBER: Well our change, you know we were right on Washington Square South, Greenwich Village.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, not before we came. We were on Bedford Street. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, in that area.

MRS. LIEBER: We were in the Village.

MR. LIEBER: We were in the Village and that was quite a bit different too. At that time, they were mainly artists, or people we considered kind of odd, that had talent.

MRS. LIEBER: I didn’t consider then odd. You considered them odd. [Laughter] Well, he was very shocked. When we walked across Washington Square to get to our apartment, there were all these paintings hung on the fences all around. We had the iron fences. If you’ve ever been to Washington Square, well, the south side is gone because the NYU Law School is there, but the north side, and the west side, no, the west side is apartments. The north side is the only one that is left with the fences, and Lyle said, “My God, what are all these paintings doing hanging on the fences?” because he hadn’t been, you hadn’t been to the Village. See, I lived in New York before, but he hadn’t. It was sort of a shock, but that wasn’t an everyday occurrence. We just happened to hit, although it happened pretty regularly on Saturdays and Sundays, come to think of it, [inaudible]. Terrible artists.
MR. LIEBER: All the roads were gravel or muddy, very narrow and the minute you got to the gate out here at Elza, there was nothing but a mass of parked cars and a lot of military police because all the guards were military. From then on you were under their control and searching cars. They were looking for cameras. They were looking for guns, anything to drink.

MRS. LIEBER: Actually, it’s amazing how soon you can get used to living behind a fence because it has its advantages. We had no salesmen, no door to door solicitors, nothing like that.

MR. LIEBER: We didn’t lock the doors. 

MRS. LIEBER: We did not ever lock our doors. 

MR. JACKSON: Did you in New York?

MRS. LIEBER: Oh, are you kidding? I had on Bedford Street. You opened your door on a chain in New York, even then, that long ago. Even living on Bedford, actually we were in a duplex service, two story apartment above us and we had the lower floor. It was sort of a deluxe place with its own garden. We had flower boxes out on front. Which I doggedly kept planting geraniums in and people would just, they’d take the whole thing, roots and all, wouldn’t they, Lyle? I replanted those things I don’t know how many times. Three or four times before I gave up. It was very different. In many ways, it was very nice. 

MR. JACKSON: There was a sense of safety about it. 

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah. It was like going back to childhood sort of before you were protective.

MR. LIEBER: If there was a drunk on the street, people would be annoyed because you’d either have to step on him, or go around. Here there would be a crowd wanting to know what they could to do help him. There its’…

MRS. LIEBER: Part of it, I think, is the approach to life in the south too, which is very different and very refreshing after living in the east. We’re not, either one of us, easterners. We’re both from the Midwest. I guess you know that. Lyle’s from Michigan and I’m from Illinois, but from the time I went away to college, I lived in the east most of the time. He was there a lot, too, because he was at Schenectady and he did test and found out that. It’s just different. 

MR. JACKSON: What size cities did you grow up in?

MR. LIEBER: Mine was about 5,000.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, until I was 10 years old, I lived in Gibson City which was 2,500 people and then we moved to a more normal… 

MR. LIEBER: It was around 70,000.

MRS. LIEBER: No, it’s not that big. It was only about 36. Bloomington was about 35, and then Normal about 36,000, but they’re both college towns.
MR. JACKSON: What I was sort of interested in is…

MRS. LIEBER: But I didn’t go to college there. 

MR. JACKSON: I was just curious about whether some of the things that stand out in your mind about Oak Ridge, how those would contrast, say, with life in a small town.

MRS. LIEBER: Oak Ridge is a small town. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, what I was wondering is how Oak Ridge…

MRS. LIEBER: Well, it wasn’t when we came. It was 70 to 75,000 people when we came, but many of those people we never saw, never had any contact with. The people in the trailer parks, it was like a different world. We’d drive by and look at them. We’d drive by and look at the hutments and say, “How terrible that people have to live this way,” while we were up in our little B house on Euclid Circle, you know. I have, we have a good friend who actually grew up in Happy Valley Trailer Park and I think she still feels a distinction and she’s very sensitive about the fact. It doesn’t make any difference to me or to Lyle, but it makes a difference to her. 
MR. LIEBER: Well, if you take Oak Ridge and remove the seasons, which are kind of mild as far as winters are concerned and it really doesn’t get so terribly hot, even though it’s kind of hot to me. If you were to take this area and put it out in the west, say in the desert area, then would not be as much of an attraction here. Regardless of the people. 

MRS. LIEBER: In other words, we wouldn’t have gone to Los Alamos. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, that probably is what puts the frosting on the cake in Oak Ridge because you do have the greenery here. You’ve got a change of season, although it’s not to extremes. For one thing you don’t have mosquitos where we came from when it began to get dark, you could just hear them coming in and then you’d have to go inside, which really is quite a disadvantage. Then you have the lakes, the mountains. So I think that really holds people probably as much as anything. They may not realize that, but you know very well that Knoxville is the one that pulled us here. It’s come a long way and it’s doing very well, but you go back in time when we came here and actually the surrounding area, including Knoxville, Clinton for sure, actually resented people here. They were very slow in modernizing their stores or anything. You may go to Clinton today where there’s a pole dangling just in the center of the store and that’s all they had. They’ve done nothing to improve it. You remember when we moved into this house there was a [inaudible] dangling in the middle of the night. [Laughter]

MR. JACKSON: What do you think, I’d just be curious of your reaction. What do you think Oak Ridge meant to this area, say, Anderson County.

MR. LIEBER: What it meant to them as far as impact, or value?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah. Either one.

MR. LIEBER: It’s really brought them out of the woods really. If this installation wasn’t here, they would still have the corn growing on the hillside and it would be a depressed area. It would have to be because there wouldn’t be anything other than coal mining or maybe some railroads here, some lumber work, but…

MR. JACKSON: It changed the political complexion of the county.

MR. LIEBER: Oh, just entirely. It’s changed the whole southern area through here. The whole state.

MR. JACKSON: That’s probably true. 

MRS. LIEBER: You know to me, coming to Oak Ridge…

UNKNOWN: [inaudible] loss of individual freedom to the mountain people, big government coming in. 

MR. LIEBER: Yes, but the people here are very conservative. They question a stranger until you get to know them. They’re very friendly, but very standoffish. I don’t know whether they expect all strangers to be something harmful to them or not. 
MRS. LIEBER: I don’t think so at all. I think people [inaudible].

MR. LIEBER: Well, once you get to know them, but it’s changed everything in this area. 

MR. JACKSON: When you went to Clinton, or Oak Ridge, excuse me, Knoxville, did you feel welcomed? 

MRS. LIEBER: Not in Clinton. In Knoxville, they didn’t exactly ever know where we were from. I had, when we lived on Euclid Circle, this friend of mine had children in school and they were having some sort of a benefit at the school. It was Glenwood School, which is closed now, she had to go to Clinton and solicit the merchants for giveaway things, you know and we really sort of expected a cold shoulder. I went with her, although my children were not old enough to be in school yet. I was surprised that they were as nice to us as they were because I think Clinton was afraid of Oak Ridge, very deeply afraid. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, you have your local political organizations that’s been here a long time, well established and that upsets that. The power behind the scenes will do anything to withdraw or hold back. Then you have another area of the religious [inaudible]. This was the Bible Belt down through here. For instance, no Baptist church when we came down here would allow dancing in the church area. Absolutely none at all. Now you can find that there’s probably dancing in their youth center. The impact has caused that. It would eventually, but it may have taken 50 years longer, or something like that. I think…

MRS. LIEBER: I think it was a perfectly natural reaction that people had of Oak Ridge.

MR. LIEBER: Oh yeah.

MRS. LIEBER: I mean if something like that had settled down near my hometown in Michigan, in Illinois, or his in Michigan, I’m sure we would have felt the same way.

Oh yeah, whenever an establishment is upset by some invasion, they’re against it. You take away the authority of certain ones. Then there is always the question of how good is it, the harmful element. So the resentment is there. Then you take the liquor situation we had. If Oak Ridge hadn’t been here, this would be dry today. That’s all there is to it. In Knoxville, they would be dry too. 

Where was it we used to go?

MR. JACKSON: You think so?

MR. LIEBER: Oh, I believe so, yes.

MRS. LIEBER: Lyle got caught coming in, what gate were you coming in?

MR. LIEBER: That was Blair gate.

MRS. LIEBER: Blair gate, and we didn’t drink an awful lot, but he was bringing back, what, a case of something or other.

MR. LIEBER: I was bringing back your cooking wine.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, I know, but you had something from one of the guys in the Army too. 

MR. LIEBER: I had one pint of corn for a soldier friend with me.

MRS. LIEBER: Is that what you had was a pint for Jim?

MR. LIEBER: I had to carry it.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, anyway, he called me and he was in jail. He was down here in Oak Ridge. 
MR. LIEBER: No, I wasn’t.

MRS. LIEBER: You were too! I had to go. Lyle…

MR. LIEBER: We had to go…

MRS. LIEBER: You called me.

MR. LIEBER: Whenever something happened, you had to go be interrogated by Mr. White or was it the Chief down here, or something. It was a court down here, and everything had…

MRS. LIEBER: That’s right. You’re right.

MR. LIEBER: It was three in the morning. It was a hearing.

MRS. LIEBER: But it was a hearing.

MR. LIEBER: We had to go back to the plant and get the car.

MRS. LIEBER: But he called me and to me, it was as good a jail. [Laughter]

MR. LIEBER: But anyway…

MRS. LIEBER: I had this friend that Lyle and her husband, they would send us. We were to take the children. Her little girl was about two-and-a-half, and I guess [inaudible] about one, put them in car seats, drive to, where did we go? Wartburg?

MR. LIEBER: Yeah, Wartburg.

MRS. LIEBER: Wartburg.

MR. LIEBER: Well, they had a store.

MRS. LIEBER: The liquor store, buy it there, put it under the children’s car seats, with blankets over it, come in, you know, and this is what we did. It sounds like all we did was drink, but we certainly didn’t, but in order to have a party at all, you know, well you really had to go to extremes to get any liquor for it at all. 

MR. LIEBER: You have a 300 yard rifle range down here, 700 acres they have. I’m sure something like that wouldn’t be in this area, if it hadn’t been for this invasion. You’ve got all the…

MRS. LIEBER: What does that have to do with it?

MR. LIEBER: I’m just saying the impact of this area. It wouldn’t be here if Oak Ridge hadn’t come in. That’s all there is to it. I’m talking about the area, not the great amount of salary of the [inaudible] is another big boost.

MRS. LIEBER: Oak Ridge in the early days, for me, it was nothing much but taking care, I had another baby when our first one was, what, 28-months-old. I pretty much stayed at home and took care of the children and the house. We partied a lot. We went to people’s houses and there was no place to go. The young unmarried went down to Ridge Rec Hall, but it wasn’t that exciting down there. They had a little restaurant there for a while. We used to eat there every once in a while, but mostly your entertainment was at home. You had your friends and they had you. You went to dinner at their house and they came to dinner at your house. It was really very nice. Of course, we still do that a lot that way in Oak Ridge, because there still aren’t really many places to go in Oak Ridge, but as my children got older, I began to realize Oak Ridge had so many, it was so much in many ways, like the college town I grew up in. Where I went to school, it offered so many things. It began, you know, in the very early years, the Playhouse, ORCMA [Oak Ridge Civic Music Association] …
MR. LIEBER: It’s the lack of facilities. They had to organize their own interests way early and a lot of those interests started early enough so when they sold the property here, these organizations were able to get buildings. Where would you have a rifle range? I say this because of the acreage. I’m talking about the acreage of 700 acres out here. I think it’s 700. It may be 300 or somewhere in there, but they just couldn’t afford something like that, but here it was given to them. The Playhouse was well organized and they bought that theater down there and where could they buy a theater. They looked at Knoxville trying to buy that one. They needed $300,000 or something like that. So the forming of these parties, these groups, the railroad, tennis…

MRS. LIEBER: Clubs. You never saw so many clubs in your life.

MR. JACKSON: I gathered.

MR. LIEBER: But they had to do it and they were in makeshift arrangements. The schools were used extensively for these meeting places. 

MRS. LIEBER: We used everything.

MR. LIEBER: Our churches met there.

MRS. LIEBER: Our church, we joined, well it became the United Church, but it was the Chapel-on-the-Hill. First the Catholics met there, the Jewish met there, we all met there at different times, but it is the one right down here in Jackson Square. We did join it when our children were small and we still belong to the United Church Chapel on the Hill. Two of our daughters have been married there. Not this one. She was married in Chattanooga, but it had Sunday Schools in four different places at one time in four different schools. You see, we only had the little chapel. There was no, it was a place to worship that was all, no offices, nothing except the chapel to have church in. So everything else had to be conducted away. I taught at Pine Valley School which was, we had a branch, we had one at Cedar Hill School. We had one at Pine Valley, and I taught the primary department there for two years and the United Church had this whole big web of Sunday schools all the time, but the first church here that had a place to meet was the Methodist Church, and it met in the theater in Jackson Square. Not where the Playhouse is, but there was a theater on the other side. Do you remember? Yeah, where Marie Wilde’s is. To this side of the theater, which was abandoned very early. I don’t know why, and the Methodist Church met there. That’s the first church we went to in Oak Ridge, but then this good friend of ours got us interested in the United Church, which is, of course, just local. It’s nondenominational, interdenominational, whatever you want to call it, and was more liberal, more what we wanted. 

MR. JACKSON: Who were your friends, incidentally? Were they job related people, or neighborhood?

MRS. LIEBER: Do you want to talk about your friends? 

MR. LIEBER: Sure, I’ll talk about our friends.

MRS. LIEBER: Our friends were very high up in the organization. They were. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, the question is, most of it is job-related. It starts there as associations, but at the same time, the neighborhood was underway. The greatest association was probably from the job because at that time, friends of Carbide would give parties, sponsor dinners and they would have a lot of gatherings, kind of company sponsored. But I don’t think that we made many contacts by going to organizations. 

MRS. LIEBER: Ours were all personal. In fact, when our house was being painted and I was pregnant with Lynn and Dana was little, we moved in with the man who was, well, you said K-25. He was a close friend of ours. He lived up on Everest Circle. We had a little trouble in those days. We had a B house. It should have taken just a few days to paint. They were in it almost two weeks and our little girl was allergic to something or other in the paint. Dana was, our oldest one. We had to move out and I would walk up every day with her, you know to look at the house. I got there one day and they had enameled the whole nursery, which was wonderful to me to have a nursery that was enameled. So what happened, the supervisor came in and that’s supposed to be flat paint. And they painted the whole thing over and fired the painters. I mean, people got fired like that, and then I walked up another day and I walked into the master bedroom. A B house only had two bedrooms. They were working in the master bedroom that day. One man was standing over here painting the wall blue. The man right next to him was painting the wall green. [Laughter] 
MR. LIEBER: Same room.

MRS. LIEBER: Same room, two painters. So I pointed this little discrepancy out to them, you know. They said, “Don’t tell the supervisor. Don’t tell the supervisor.” So they said, “Which color do you want?” So I picked a color and I don’t even remember now which it was. You know, they managed to get together, and then they really fouled up the kitchen. After we moved back into the house, they told me they would do the kitchen over. So they sent a painter. Well, he was charming. The only thing that was wrong, was he was deaf and dumb. There was no way I could talk to him. There was no way he could talk to me. They also gave us Preen to wax our floors and they were very stern about what you did to your floors. You know, Preen was to clean them and wax them at the same time. I owed it to the government to get down on my hands and knees and use that damn Preen because they gave it to me, you know. We had no rugs. We had very little furniture. 

MR. LIEBER: At that time, for a two bedroom house, which is a B house, I think we paid $30 a month.

MRS. LIEBER: I don’t know, but it seemed like a palace.

MR. LIEBER: That included everything, utilities, water, coal in the wintertime was delivered. They would give grass seed, something like that, so…

MRS. LIEBER: They gave us everything, but the thing was…

MR. LIEBER: It was different than New York.

MRS. LIEBER: That place, it looked enormous when we moved in. A B house is very small to me now, but I thought I needed roller skates to get around that place at first. It was so much bigger than our New York apartment. You know, to have a whole house with land where I tried for years to raise a flower garden there. Lyle kept telling me they took all the topsoil away, which they had, but it was just really wonderful to have a yard and…

MR. LIEBER: Now, the yard in our particularly area was kind of bulldozed and hard to grow something.

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah.

MR. LIEBER: We had to have a boardwalk under the clothes line because of the mud. 

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, they put boardwalks all over.

MR. LIEBER: All the sidewalks were boards. 

MRS. LIEBER: We had a big tub in the utility room, you know and there were two of them. You never washed your clothes in them. I’ll say we couldn’t get washers in those days. I had a little washer that my mother had found that spun and things. It would only do two sheets at once, but my perseverance, I could finally get all the laundry done. But in these laundry tubs, you put the children in one of them because they were deep, you know. They played in the mud and everything, and in the other one, you put your boots and shoes because of the mud. If you’ve ever heard anything, I’m sure you’ve heard about the mud in Oak Ridge. I don’t know why there was so much mud here.
MR. LIEBER: Well, there were no paved roads, and apparently they didn’t have enough gravel down because it was just muddy. That clay gets soupy.

MRS. LIEBER: When we moved in they had mail service. Now, just a few months before people had to line up for their mail and the neighbors told me that their first mailman that they had, rode the route on a horse. He was from out in the country around here and the mud was so bad he wouldn’t walk in it. Now I didn’t have that particular mailman. We had one that walked by the time we got there, but apparently it was true that some of the mailmen rode their routes on a horse. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, I’ve had one of them tell me that, talking about going across the street, on his way home…

MRS. LIEBER: You’d lose your shoes.

MR. JACKSON: That’s what happened and he didn’t know it. He got home and went to pull them off, to clean his boots and they were gone. 

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, it was that bad.

MR. JACKSON: Did either of you have an idea what was going on here? What the project was about?
MRS. LIEBER: I didn’t.

MR. LIEBER: No.

MRS. LIEBER: If he did, he didn’t tell me. 

MR. LIEBER: Well, security was so tight. You know, people were told and they were controlled that if they didn’t need to know, it didn’t make a difference whether it was the uranium end of the business, but if you didn’t need to know for your job, you weren’t supposed to be there. You weren’t supposed to be inquiring. Security was to a point, well it was discouraging very much. We didn’t…
MRS. LIEBER: I thought he knew the whole time.

MR. LIEBER: I didn’t know. I didn’t reach out and try to find out.

MRS. LIEBER: I never asked him, you know, because I knew I wasn’t supposed to know. 

MR. JACKSON: Did you know what kind of work he was doing? 

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah. I knew the specific thing he was doing, but I didn’t know why he was doing it. I don’t understand engineering that much anyway, but Lyle had some important jobs in those days. At first, he was head of the small instruments group at K-25. 

MR. LIEBER: We would have sessions from time to time about what it was, but we never really knew.
MRS. LIEBER: Bill knew all the time. 

MR. LIEBER: Oh there were people who knew.

MRS. LIEBER: The man we stayed with knew.

MR. LIEBER: But really we didn’t care. Basically, maybe other than curiosity, but as far as needing it because it was a temporary assignment. We were essentially all going to go back anyways. We weren’t going to stay here because it was a three year maximum assignment.

MRS. LIEBER: We came for six months and you said a year. You told me six months.

MR. LIEBER: Every house was built not to last more than three years.

MRS. LIEBER: Maybe he just told me that.

MR. LIEBER: It was a war time effort and everybody was pinned down. They had to get a work release before they could go to another assignment. It was sort of doing your duty. We were working as directed.

MR. JACKSON: So you were told that this was a war project? 

MR. LIEBER: Yeah.

MR. JACKSON: That was about it?

MR. LIEBER: Well…

MRS. LIEBER: Remember we had lived in wartime New York. In fact, our house, our apartment house was one of the places, you know the roof stations and the warden was constantly going through and up the steps. You opened the door and there went the warden. We lived in complete, I mean, we were used to this sort of thing. Of course, we didn’t have to live in blackout down here. When we left New York City, we left that behind, thank God. 

MR. LIEBER: You knew very much it was a war effort because all of the people were being brought in from different manufacturing centers as far as the key people, not just someone who was hired off the street…

MRS. LIEBER: DuPont.

MR. LIEBER: …to be trained, but had certain skills and talents. They were released from the different manufacturing companies. General Electric, Westinghouse.

MRS. LIEBER: DuPont.

MR. LIEBER: So that in the south shows importance. Then in like New York, while we were there, the experimental lab, I think it was triple priority, triple A priority. All we had to do was tell a purchaser that we wanted something and they would get it. No matter what it was. It didn’t make a difference whether it was platinum or some special equipment that was hard to obtain. 

MRS. LIEBER: Incidentally, a lot of his friends who were in the Army, right, they ended up right down here with us. About half a dozen of them.

MR. LIEBER: The needs for the war are so well brought out by the fact that it was a top priority in whatever you needed to do the work. Metals were being diverted, a lot of the things we had in the building were porcelain instead of metal. We could get anything on the project. Didn’t make a difference what it was. 
MR. JACKSON: What did you tell relatives when they asked what you were doing down in Tennessee?

MRS. LIEBER: What did we tell them? Well, we told them we didn’t know mostly. 

MR. LIEBER: We told them we didn’t know.

MRS. LIEBER: They would come to visit us, you know and, of course, they were all stopped at the gate. Even if they had, you know, they had to be cleared. You had to go through all this when they came, but we always had to go down and get them before they could get in. 

MR. LIEBER: We didn’t have many relatives because they were up in Michigan or Illinois.

MRS. LIEBER: They came. They came.

MR. LIEBER: We didn’t have someone who just happened to be going by…

MRS. LIEBER: We didn’t have a constant stream.

MR. LIEBER: …because they couldn’t get in unless they had a badge and a picture and everything else. They had to be brought in because they were released to come in. No one could just come in the area. They had to come in by…

MRS. LIEBER: We made a little badge for our oldest girl. She was about two with a picture that Lyle took. Because she felt hurt when we went out, Lyle and I had to show our badges. 

MR. LIEBER: She didn’t have a badge.

MRS. LIEBER: But she didn’t have a badge. So I made Dana a badge and yeah. Do you remember that Lyle? She was very proud to wear her badge when we went out.

MR. LIEBER: I’d say the answer to people was we just didn’t know. That would deter the questions later on. Not only did we…
MRS. LIEBER: Our relatives didn’t bug us about it.

MR. LIEBER: No.

MR. JACKSON: Did either of you when you were here have the feeling you were being watched?

MRS. LIEBER: No. FBI men came constantly and they were always asking about somebody else, which lead you to believe that they were at your neighbor’s door asking about you.

MR. LIEBER: You mean from security groups?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, or that you next door neighbor or colleague on the job might be acting for Army security.

MR. LIEBER: Yes.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, maybe he did on the job. I never did.

MR. LIEBER: I’ll tell you from being on the supervisory end of the business…

MRS. LIEBER: I’m sure he was watched.

MR. LIEBER: …even a military man would come up and say that he was, well, he was a security man, and he would introduce himself. Jimmy Dolton was one, believe it or not.

MRS. LIEBER: I believe it. 

MR. LIEBER: He would say that anything I would see that needed to be reported or should be reported, that I could give him the information and the source would never be told or anything. I could do this without ever being involved, which automatically means I don’t know who else has been told to watch me too. Now this was very common on the job.

MRS. LIEBER: You see, too…

MR. LIEBER: Every once in a while a person would be, like I said, terminated for security reasons which a good worker would be libel to come up in tears and everything else. We would never know why. That was rather common.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, for your own protection though you kept quiet because…

MR. LIEBER: There was no need.

MRS. LIEBER: There was nothing to keep quiet about. There was nothing bad happening, but the thing was you realized you were, I didn’t have anything to talk about in the first place because I didn’t know what Lyle was doing, but…

MR. LIEBER: I played safe and never told her a thing. [Laughter]

MRS. LIEBER: I thought you said you didn’t know anything.

MR. LIEBER: But even at the job we would ask people…

MRS. LIEBER: See, I don’t believe him.

MR. LIEBER: …”Why are you in this department?” It was so ingrained in us that we would even question a person we thought shouldn’t be there. 

MR. JACKSON: You know, in retrospect, that’s an odd situation, that is husbands who go off in the day, they “go off to work”.

MRS. LIEBER: He still goes off to work, and I don’t know what the hell he does. [Laughter] You call him and you get a tape recording. I say some of the weirdest things to his tape recorder. You get so you lose interest in what they are doing as long as they are bringing home the pay check, it doesn’t make a difference. 

MR. LIEBER: It’s quite a bit different.

MRS. LIEBER: It’s like being married to a gangster. [Laughter]

MR. LIEBER: No, no, no.

MRS. LIEBER: Well, I don’t worry about what you’re doing.
MR. LIEBER: I know you don’t.

MRS. LIEBER: I’ve never.

MR. LIEBER: But if you worked in Detroit, and your wife asked you what you were doing, you’d say…

MRS. LIEBER: “I’m putting on the rear fender on cars.”

MR. LIEBER: …“Well, I’m putting on the rear wheel of a car. That’s all I do.” Then she would know, see.

MRS. LIEBER: I wouldn’t be your wife for long if all you were doing was putting a fender on a car.

MR. LIEBER: But here, even you can tell your wife what you’re doing, but even in secret, and they wouldn’t understand it because of the technology of the work. It’s a very highly developed area as far as the type of work going on.

MRS. LIEBER: I figure what he does is his business. All he has to do is bring home a pay check. 

MR. LIEBER: But as far as the product is concerned, the product here is rather unusual, just as building automobiles, radios, and appliance-type things would be easy to understand.

MR. JACKSON: Have you ever seen where he works?

MRS. LIEBER: Oh, yeah. 

MR. JACKSON: His office?

MRS. LIEBER: When he was at ORNL, not where he is now. I’ve been, have I ever been to K-25? No, I’ve never been to K-25, but he was at ORNL for nine years and they had this Open House and I’ve seen almost all of ORNL.
MR. JACKSON: That’s what I was wondering about.

MRS. LIEBER: But as far as his work at K-25, I’ve only seen K-25 from the outside. But see this was a complete antithesis to what I learned, when I went to college because I went to Antioch which is very liberal and all of a sudden here I was in this reverse position where I couldn’t open my mouth. I have thought since why didn’t it bother me more.

MR. LIEBER: She’s been making up for it. 

MRS. LIEBER: The reason it didn’t was because the country was at war and having lived in New York City where I spent one whole Christmas Eve and Christmas Day when I was pregnant with our oldest child, I was sure we were going to be bombed any minute. Also I happened to be working in New York City before I was married on Pearl Harbor day in a hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital, it was a co-op job from Antioch. All of a sudden all these nurses disappeared. They got sent overseas and so I had to help in the emergency room where I worked because there were no nurses. I was very, very conscious and then I went up and hired in. I left college and went up and hired with GE. It was a mistake. I should have gotten my degree, but anyways, you know people were making a lot of money and I was an accountant there, which I was never cut out to be, but when they tested me, you know, contract billing, great big war contracts. Finally I ended up doing cancelation billing, which was more my line. I had to call up all these GE offices and hassle them, “Why haven’t you paid?” I was 20-years-old. I signed all my letters M. Moore so they wouldn’t know that I, you know. That was before I was married. I was very, very conscious of the fact that we were at war. I think this is why it didn’t bother me more.

MR. JACKSON: That’s what I was going to ask you. So at the time, it really didn’t bother you?
MR. LIEBER: Oh, no. It was a duty type of thing.

MRS. LIEBER: Well…

MR. LIEBER: We were very lucky that we weren’t overseas. 

MRS. LIEBER: I think we felt, yeah, actually he had to go. Remember when Roosevelt died. I was at home listening to the radio when President Roosevelt [died] because you were down having…

MR. LIEBER: I was at Camp Oglethorpe. They were making a physical examination of all the males at that time because they were maybe going to call up some more.

MRS. LIEBER: See, my brother-in-law, two brothers-in-law, they were overseas. So I felt we were lucky. 

MR. LIEBER: There was one comparison on a difference between, say, leaving the New York area and coming down here with our first child, we got a special rate and it only cost us $500.

MRS. LIEBER: $5,000, Lyle, I hate to tell you.

MR. LIEBER: No, $500.

MRS. LIEBER: No, Dana…

MR. LIEBER: And down here it was $5 because all the doctors were military.

MRS. LIEBER: No, she cost more than $5.

MR. LIEBER: The hospital was military. So that was our total bill of $5. 

MR. JACKSON: It was an excellent health plan. 

MRS. LIEBER: It cost $50. I hate to contradict you, but Lynn was a $50 baby.

MR. JACKSON: I’ve seen the health plan. It’s…

MR. LIEBER: Take the average.

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, but let me tell you, Dana was born in Harkins Pavilion of Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center where Liz Taylor had her daughter Liza. I was in the hospital, something like 17 to 19 days. Nothing wrong with me at all. Nothing wrong with the baby. I had a Park Avenue doctor. We came down here and 28 months later I was in Oak Ridge Hospital, wide open windows, no screens, four beds to a room.

MR. LIEBER: Good doctors though. 

MRS. LIEBER: They kept me four days and sent me home with this new baby. You had a different doctor every time you went in, an Army doctor, you know. Fortunately, I happened to have Dr. Kittle [sp?] who left the day Lynn was born, to be head of gynecology/obstetrics at the University of Iowa teaching, you know. He was very good, but there was one woman in my room that only had one arm and was taking care of her baby. There was another girl that couldn’t pee. I remember I was so shocked. “I can’t pee! I can’t pee!” [Laughter] And there was another girl in my room who was living in a dormitory, a women’s dormitory and her husband was living in a men’s dormitory and she was having a baby. They were married.

MR. LIEBER: That has nothing to do with Oak Ridge.

MRS. LIEBER: What do you mean? That was the way it was like. That’s what you want to know, isn’t it?

MR. JACKSON: Sure. That’s fine. You know who else stayed over there, don’t you?  General Groves.
MRS. LIEBER: Groves stayed over there.

MR. JACKSON: He used to stay over there.

MRS. LIEBER: That was when it was a little more refined and they had built this annex on, you know, that’s part of West [inaudible] now, and that’s where he stayed. That’s when they moved. When I was in it, it was just up one floor in the old hospital. There was also a girl next to me that had this baby that, she was nursing it and she had too much milk and it strangled, no nurses, you know. So what I do, I hop out of the bed, I grabbed the baby and I turned it upside down and wacked it in the back. I could have killed it I suppose, but I felt like I may be saved its life. I don’t know, but all this happened in this space of four days when Lynn was born. 

MR. JACKSON: Were you here…

MRS. LIEBER: It may not be interesting to him…

MR. JACKSON: That’s fine. That’s fine. Were you here when the bomb went off?

MR. LIEBER: Yes. 

MR. JACKSON: What was it like? What was your reaction?

MRS. LIEBER: We drove down the Ridge Road. We drove all around town. We took our neighbors, the Silvers who had been with us in New York City. They didn’t have a car, did they? 
UNKNOWN: Were you celebrating or something?

MR. LIEBER: There was a lot of celebration.

MRS. LIEBER: Oh, well, celebrating. We drove around.

UNKNOWN: You figured it out?

MR. LIEBER: Oh, we knew.

MRS. LIEBER: Sure, we knew. They said.

[Inaudible Crosstalk]

MRS. LIEBER: They said.

MR. LIEBER: I can’t remember for sure, but as we approached that period we began to know what it was.

MRS. LIEBER: I think he did. It was a big surprise to me.

MR. LIEBER: The actual reason for being there, but I’m not quite sure but I think…
MRS. LIEBER: It was a big shock to me. I didn’t like killing all those people. I still don’t.

MR. LIEBER: But it was mainly one of closer to ending the war. A lot of people were waiting to get out of here. The majority of the people didn’t want to stay.

MRS. LIEBER: And they did. 

MR. JACKSON: I gathered that immediately after…

MRS. LIEBER: Now, most of our friends stayed. Well, they had good jobs, good positions.

MR. LIEBER: There were quite a few, but when you consider the employment here was somewhere around 80,000 at that time, when you consider all the people.

MRS. LIEBER: And there were 70,000 living in Oak Ridge at one time.

MR. LIEBER: They had flattops, trailers, apartments.

MRS. LIEBER: Victory cottages.

MR. LIEBER: Most of those are all gone.

MRS. LIEBER: Next door to us when we were on Euclid Circle, our neighbors who were good friends of ours rented out a room to a woman and a soldier, I mean his wife. It was Sy Feldman, was who it was, who was a leading citizen of Oak Ridge and has produced some of the most brilliant children.

MR. JACKSON: I’ve talked to him.

MRS. LIEBER: Oh, you have talked to Sy! Well, they had Joanie then and lived over there with our friends the Rush’s, [inaudible] and Harold Rush. Did they tell you about living there up on Euclid Circle?
MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MRS. LIEBER: In that one room, I don’t know how Rose stood it. Then they all moved out to Fairview to a C house. I think it was Fairview. It was off of Florida. I think it was Fairview and of course they went on and had, what? Five more children, four more children. Alice, Benji. One of them Benji was born the same time Jill was born. Rose and I were in the hospital together. We’re still friends, Rose, and I see her every once in a while, but Alice, of course, married Phil Raridon, whose, well, he was a son of Pat Raridon, he was the son of friends of ours. He’s gone on, he went to school, journalism. He worked for the Oak Ridger. He was head of the, what was that? The Center for Drugs that they had here for a while, then to the Oak Ridger, then to [inaudible]. You see him on T.V. now, but Alice married him.
MR. JACKSON: Do you remember, I want to go back to something that one of you said about the cemesto homes. Do you remember seeing many, were you aware of black people in the community?

MRS. LIEBER: They lived in Scarboro. Wait a minute. How are you asking that as far as the difference in the way they were living from us?

MR. JACKSON: Yeah, I guess.

MRS. LIEBER: It was terrible.

MR. JACKSON: I suppose maybe in how noticeable that was to you. How visible they were to you?
MRS. LIEBER: I had a maid always, from the time we first came here. A whole succession of maids. One of them wanted a cot put in the recreation room because Sally Cater [sp?] had, [inaudible] Cater’s wife had put a cot.
MR. LIEBER: They were segregated always.

MRS. LIEBER: They lived in these horrible hutments. They didn’t even have windows. They had these long things, wooden things that they opened at the sides. The ones that lived in the area, now my maids did not live in the area. I had one that I went Downtown and very rare occasion, after we had buses, I left my child with her. I got home and she had turned the thermostat up to 90 and we had this coal furnace that you shoveled, I don’t know why the house didn’t burn down. I had many maids just one at a time. All my friends had the same experience, but out of it all… Now in the north, we don’t call these people that come in and work a day a maid, but they did here. They had in fact, maid service that you called to get these people. 

MR. JACKSON: Oh really?

MR. LIEBER: But the drinking fountains… 

MRS. LIEBER: Lyle, wait a minute.

MR. LIEBER: …the toilets were all black and white. 

MRS. LIEBER: Oh yeah.

MR. LIEBER: All the living quarters were very separated. Very much separated.
MR. JACKSON: That must have been very noticeable. 

MRS. LIEBER: What I wanted to go on and say was some of my best friends were maids that I had in those early years. Doc who came up from Sweetwater, was reading the Fountain Head letter, and one now that works down at the hospital that every time I went in, when I had my operation, there was Christine to see me. I had just one black girl and one black boy in my high school when I was growing up, and I liked them, but I didn’t know them that well. 
MR. JACKSON: It must have been…

MRS. LIEBER: When you have someone that helps raise your children, that loves your children, I never appreciated blacks until I lived here.

MR. LIEBER: But your question is how they were treated apart from the white, aren’t you? That’s your question.

MRS. LIEBER: I think it depended on where you were from by how they were treated.

MR. LIEBER: Because they always had to go to the back of the bus.

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. LIEBER: They could never eat in a restaurant.

MR. JACKSON: These must have been very noticeable, different practices to you.

MRS. LIEBER: This was very different from New York City because in New York City you sit right next to them.

MR. LIEBER: And they never went to our schools here. Now we came from an area where the blacks went to the same school as the whites.

MRS. LIEBER: Oh yeah.

MR. JACKSON: Right.

MRS. LIEBER: And in New York City too.

MR. LIEBER: And they would eat in the restaurants.

MRS. LIEBER: It was very noticeable. 

MR. LIEBER: They would eat in the restaurants, but more in the back. They would eat in the same place.

MRS. LIEBER: What I wanted to point out was blacks to me did everything with us, but I never felt close to blacks until I lived here and really got to know them. Of course, we know professional blacks too. Now I think that southerners, I really do, now, we’re not southerners, I think they maybe appreciate, and know blacks better than northerners with all the talk. Of course, Boston is a notable exception of accepting of blacks in the north. I think that really the people that know blacks best are still the people in the south that lived with them. I certainly know that they have gotten very unfair treatment for many years.
MR. LIEBER: They may be kind of friendly…

MRS. LIEBER: But you appreciate them more.

MR. LIEBER: …but they always had them in a positon where the white would benefit. It would either be a labor classification, you never see them hire other than that in the plants. Even our own plants didn’t have anything higher than a laborer, and they would always be like a maid or servant.

MRS. LIEBER: We have a black neighbor across the street.

MR. JACKSON: Do you?

MRS. LIEBER: Yeah, he’s a research biologist. He’s a friend of ours, but he’s very reserved.

MR. LIEBER: So the south exploited, I’m sure, because they always had them in these minor classifications.

MR. JACKSON: I wanted to ask you something but that could go cut off very quick. When did Oak Ridge become home do you suppose?

MRS. LIEBER: Well, right away for me because I had lived in Antioch, I was away for so many years that I just got used to wherever we lived. Also, I had a baby. I had to make a home of some sort.

MR. JACKSON: So you didn’t worry about whether Oak Ridge was going to go away at the end of the war?

MRS. LIEBER: When you’re young, you don’t worry about things like that. We were just, no, I probably anticipated leaving, you know, going on to something new. The fact that we are still here still sort of amazes me. [Laughter]

MR. LIEBER: As far as the work was concerned, had that curtailed, we would have obviously moved, but all during this period, I went through a progression path of advancement. But actually if you look at our, if we had thought that this was home, really home, we would have been wise enough to go out here and say, “Let’s put our roots in here and stay here and let’s get some good valuable property.” They practically gave away property. 
MRS. LIEBER: The mistake we made was not buying a lot on Watt’s Bar, but I’m glad we didn’t. We have too many friends that have two houses. They are keeping up a house in town and a house out there. I can’t keep up with one house. I mean obviously we need new carpet, we need new, I mean two houses would be out of the question. 

MR. LIEBER: Anyone with a long range, had long-range plans saying this was home, would have picked up a lot of this acreage around here, at say $50 an acre. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. LIEBER: Any of the land between here and Knoxville along those highways you could…

[Inaudible Crosstalk]

MRS. LIEBER: No. One of Jill’s best friend’s grandmother owned it all. Right?

UNKNOWN: I don’t know, Kingston Pike.

MR. LIEBER: I don’t think we actually just came to a point and said, came to a decision and said we were going to stay here.

MRS. LIEBER: No, we never really have. Although now I’m beginning to think, you know we want to retire part-time at Key West, but I want to keep…

[End of Interview]
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