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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is January 15, 2016, and I'm here at my studio in Oak Ridge with Mr. Wester "Bud" Chapman. Mr. Chapman, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. CHAPMAN: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm just going to ask you some questions about your life and your time in the area but I want to go back to the beginning. I want you to tell me something about where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, I's born in Muncie, Indiana, September 9, 1915.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And my dad moved to Kentucky, Sterns, Kentucky, and he worked in the mines there for a while and I was about three-years-old when we left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: And we come to Harriman. That was my dad and my mother's hometown.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Harriman was?
MR. CHAPMAN: Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And, so I lived there 'til, oh, around the early '30s then I went to Chattanooga and went to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So you went to Harriman High School?

MR. CHAPMAN: No, I went to South Harriman High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you went to South Harriman High School.
MR. CHAPMAN: Right. Yeah, I started to school there at South Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And I didn't finish high school but, I don't know, I've had a pretty good life. Course, I went to Chattanooga and went to work down there at a woolen mill. That was during the Depression.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.

MR. CHAPMAN: And, I don't know, it just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... so you went ... So you were in Harriman, you grew up in Harriman.

MR. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you went to South Harriman School.
MR. CHAPMAN: High school.

MR. MCDANIEL: High school. But you left before you graduated.

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: About what year was it you left? Do you remember?
MR. CHAPMAN: That was around '32.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So right at the, kind of the first few years of the Depression. 

MR. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: I guess ... I guess jobs were hard to come by, weren't they.

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was there, were there any ... I know there were some mills in Harriman later on; were there any mills in Harriman then?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, Harriman, I imagine, Harriman was about the liveliest city, during the Depression, around anywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CHAPMAN: Because you had a big hose mill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: You had two, two big lumber mills, you had a tanner down at where the old meat cooperation was. Several plants down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Of course, the flood then come along in '39, '29 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it '29 when the flood happened?
MR. CHAPMAN: Twenty-nine. And that's when a lot of the factories washed away and never did come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But it was a real lively place but I didn't stay around much. I's kindly a little bit wild (laughter) so I thought I'd see the country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Of course.

MR. CHAPMAN: And that was on a freight train.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, and that was during the Depression so, I imagine at that particular time -- people don't hardly believe it -- but the freight trains that run in them days, you couldn't hardly find a place in the box cars to lay down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because there were so many people.

MR. CHAPMAN: Thousands of people on them trains.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And I hoboed all over the country. I did it, I was just doing it for the fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you do that before you went to Chattanooga?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you hopped a freight train and took off, didn't you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Took off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you make it to California? The west coast?
MR. CHAPMAN: Went all the way to California. I went everywhere. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: How did you survive?
MR. CHAPMAN: Bum. (laughter) Naw, lot of the old people that was traveling on the train, they wasn't traveling for the fun of it, they were trying to get money to send back home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But I just, I's happy-go-lucky, so ... Lots of times I’d go up to in town, go up to a big bakery factory, you know, and they'd be making them cakes and pies and bread. You'd get in line, great big line to go through and buy it, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So when I got up to the, where they had it, I asked them, did they have some old, day old bread I could have. They'd fill the sack plum full of stuff because I's just a kid then, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: But that's the way I spent the biggest part of my life during the Depression.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? So, how long were you, how long were you on those trains?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, right smart while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it months or years?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yes, well off and on. I'd come back then I'd leave again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, but ... 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: Oh, yeah, out in Tyler, Texas, there was a huge sign almost twice as big as your building here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: Wanted: 1,000 cotton pickers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: So, I had two buddies with me. We were raised together in South Harriman, and we were setting on the railroad bank there and a young feller came up asked did we want to pick some cotton. I said, yeah, we'll try that. (laughter) So he took us way out and just kept driving and got in this cotton field and you drove, seem like for two or three miles, and then wasn't nothing but cotton as far as you could see around you everywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So we picked cotton.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Tyler, Texas.
MR. CHAPMAN: Tyler, Texas ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What month was that?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, I forget now what month it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it was hot.
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah, it was hot. We got them big bags and, you know, you sling them over your shoulder. I'd never seen one before.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: But I picked a pretty good load of cotton that day. The rest of the boys, they didn't like it. They said, “Oh, we can't take this.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So we left. We stayed there two days and we left. So I picked, I think, about 250 pound of cotton that day. That man, he was well pleased, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember how much you made for that?

MR. CHAPMAN: Fifty cent a hundred.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you got a dollar and a quarter that day.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. What were your buddies’ names that went with you? Do you remember?

MR. CHAPMAN: Gable Smith and Abe Fairchild, no, yeah, Abe Fairchild.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it? Was that who it was?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were both your buddies from South Harriman.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. They're both deceased.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Well, anyway, so you, so, you hopped on these trains and you'd come back for a little while then you'd take off again because you were kind of wild. A little wild hare.

MR. CHAPMAN: I was kind of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: We'll call it an adventurous spirit, how's that sound?

MR. CHAPMAN: I was kind of wild back in my younger days. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: But you eventually came back and you got a job in Chattanooga.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you went to work in a mill down there.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, went to work in a cotton mill in Chattanooga and that was in Rossville, Georgia, it's right across the line, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MR. CHAPMAN: And I's making, $12... Let's see, $12 and something a ... a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: A week.
MR. CHAPMAN: That was just a little cotton mill run 'bout 50 cards and the guy at East Lake had a great big mill up there, had about 250 card.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: He come down, wanted me to go up there, said he'd give me $17 a week. I says, yeah, I'll go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what'd you say, they had 50 cars?

MR. CHAPMAN: Cards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Cards.

MR. CHAPMAN: Cards for cotton. Put cotton in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see.

MR. CHAPMAN: And I said, yeah, I'll take that, so I went up there and worked there for, oh, two or three or four years, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you do?
MR. CHAPMAN: I run cards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so what did that consist of?
MR. CHAPMAN: Well, that's when you bring the cotton in there and you separate and roll it up in rolls then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: You got a machine to roll it up. Then you take these rolls about that wide and just about that long and the put them on the back of these cards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And they runs through calipers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And it comes out in front there in just a little rope.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: And that goes on, goes on, it finally makes it nearly into thread, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MR. CHAPMAN: But then one day, I's paying, I think it's $5 a week for board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And she'd make a nice lunch, we'd take a nice lunch to work with us, you know. Then one day, I -- I's kindly wild again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: I got on a midnight shift there, was coming off. Bus run right in front of where I boarded.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: I got on this bus and I's aiming to go to town, I's going to Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. And that was in '41.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that was in '41.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that before or after Pearl Harbor?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, that was before Pearl Harbor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Because, see, Pearl Harbor, it happened when we just…
MR. MCDANIEL: (coughs) Excuse me.
MR. CHAPMAN: It was '40 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, it was '41.
MR. CHAPMAN: Forty-one in December.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, December.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, so I's in the Army when it happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, were you? So you went ahead, you just took off ...
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and you went and joined the Army.

MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, it's another boy boarded with me there and he got off at the same time I did, up in town, up in Chattanooga. I asked him where he's going, he said, the Army. I said, join the Army with me, I'm going, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: So, we went, sent out to Ft. Oglethorpe and we went to the Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And stayed there for a day or two and got all fixed up, little equipment and stuff and we were sent to Camp Blanding, Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: That's right out Tallahassee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And so we stayed there for basic training ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Basic training.
MR. CHAPMAN: ... and basic trained again, basic trained again, and then Pearl Harbor. We went on a few maneuvers 'round here in the States then, especially in Louisiana.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: After that, then, we were quarantined and they said we had to go back to Camp. Urgent. Had to go back and mark all of our equipment and we marked it, S.I. That was all our equipment, everything we had, all of our equipment.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was that for?
MR. CHAPMAN: We thought it was Solomon Islands. That's after the war, after the Pearl Harbor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MR. CHAPMAN: And we thought it was Solo... Soloman Islands,

MR. MCDANIEL: Soloman Islands, right.

MR. CHAPMAN: And, so then, we went over to, over't the coast, Norfolk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, Norfolk, big Naval base. So we went over there to sail out. We got on the boat there and we took off, you know, and next morning's just as quiet, you know, I thought, well, where in the world are we? We woke up and we's out about five miles and they put anchor. We stayed there for two days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And, of course, it was thousands of ships there just loading up all the equipment, loading up troops and things. Then, after everything got loaded, we took off. We wound around and around and zigzagged over and finally wound up invading North Africa in Casablanca.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. We didn't ... It wasn't too many Germans right there in Casablanca. There's a few but they were only around the northern part of French Morocco, there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, we, we went into Casablanca there, but our company, we were with the First Armored Corps. We were MPs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: The First Armored Corps ... See, we didn't have an Army then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: It takes three corps to make an Army and we just had a corps.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MR. CHAPMAN: We moved out and went into Casablanca and our captain, heck of a nice guy, but he made a few mistakes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, we had three boatloads of our boys got off to, going ashore and the boat that I got put on, which the captain's was on it. He started and I told him he's going wrong. I said, you took us here, you're going wrong. But he didn't. He said he wasn't, said he's right, said, we're right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But we run close to one of our destroyers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And the destroyer, little Navy boy was a coxswain and he hollered up to the captain. Captain recognized us and told us we were going into crossfire. But anyway, we started into the land then and some kind of little old boat, it's pretty good size boat there, commenced firing on us. Two boatloads got away, of our boys, and that I got in, they shot it up and sunk it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they really?
MR. CHAPMAN: And killed, killed the captain, 'bout six or seven men.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: But they finally picked us up and took us prisoner, the ones that wasn't killed.

MR. MCDANIEL: So how many were on that boat?
MR. CHAPMAN: 'Bout 30 some odd.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so it was a small boat that you were going in ...

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. Yeah, just small ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Invasion, just strictly for invasion.

MR. MCDANIEL: So they picked you ... they sunk the boat.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Killed the captain and six or seven of your men.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And the rest of you got picked up.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, they picked us up and it was one German on the boat that picked us up. It was one German and he didn't know what to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, they took us into land.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And we were undecided about the dock there in Casablanca because there's a big boat there, a big ship, rather, battleship that the Germans had built and they didn't have no, didn't have no motors in it yet but the guns is all in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And they were firing out at our ships and our ship was firing in there. But, the shells commenced coming through in to the buildings where we were held prisoner. We told them they had to move us, we couldn't set in our own fire, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So they took us over to the other end of town, over in, there's a big stable, big race track over there. Stables. They put us in there. Well, all the Germans left. Boy, they run off. And the Italians.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Well, the Italians, Mussolini, he was in 'fore Hitler.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And the Italians, they was guarding us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: But we'd take their guns, we'd take their guns apart. They didn't want to do nothing with us, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, we stayed there for three days, three days as prisoners and then our troops came in from Casablanca, come on down with the tanks, and they relieved us. So we were prisoners of war there for a few days.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So they just released you once they ... Was there a firefight? Did somebody come in and rescue you or did they just release you?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, everything'd done left Casablanca.

MR. MCDANIEL: I see.
MR. CHAPMAN: We had a huge invasion there in Casablanca. What happened, we anchored about five miles off shore and there's many, many ships out there. Light cruisers. Didn't have no battleships, because they were in Pearl Harbor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: In the bottom of the ocean there. But anyway, we give them an ultimatum. We sent an airplane, just a little Cub like, over and dropped leaflets on the shore and told them we'd come in as friends or foes, either one they wanted us to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: And we told them what they'd have to do if they wanted us to come in as friends, told them to turn their spotlights straight up. Well, along about two o'clock in the morning, them spotlights commenced going right straight up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And over here at the end is one that just struck the ships and the quays that hit them ships, you could've walked on the boat that's up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet.
MR. CHAPMAN: They pulverized it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. So how long were you in North Africa?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, let's see... I can't remember the dates now. Anyway, we went all the way through North Africa. We went in French Morocco. See, the French had come down from France, Free France.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: They'd come down there in French Morocco. And they hated Hitler and hated the French people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: Because Vichy France, they fought, they were kindly compadres with the Germans.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, we ... Oh, I've forgotten just exactly how.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.

MR. CHAPMAN: Been so long.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: But we stayed, we stayed in Africa quite a few days because we went plum on into Tunisia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Then from Tunisia, we formed another cavalry and got more recruits but not an Army yet, we didn't think.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But then, we started on to go towards Sicily, invasion of Sicily, and that's where the Seventh Army was born right out in the middle of Mediterranean.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Seventh Army under George S. Patton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So we went into Sicily and then after got, took Sicily, Roosevelt and Stalin and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Churchill.
MR. CHAPMAN: Churchill all come over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And we took them, picked them up at the airfield there in Sicily and took them to the headquarters. But anyway, then we went back to Italy, ah, not to Italy, we went back from Sicily back to Tunisia because they'd done, they took the Seventh Army, biggest part of the divisions, and went to England but left a skeleton of us over there, the Seventh Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And that's, Hitler and them, they thought, they thought we had the whole army, but we didn't. We had a real skeleton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But then the troops was really, really coming in and finally made the Seventh Army again. Then, the cavalry was in there in Tunisia then we went to Rome, Italy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: The guys had done went into Sorrento but we went around on the other side of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: But then we, we was waiting for the cavalry to come up from ships and young boys, you know, to go to France.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: So we went to France, Marseille ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: ... that's where we went into France. It wasn't too much trouble there because a lot of the Germans was done, they were up Northern Italy and around Switzerland. But anyway, we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's get you out of World War II. Let's go ahead and move ahead and we'll get you out of World War II.

MR. CHAPMAN: So, we went to France and went through France and we crossed the river, Rhine at Luxembourg, we went kindly south and went into Munich.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And when we were done there, the war was over.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
VOICE OFF CAMERA: You went to Hitler's crow's nest...

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah, after ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go to the Eagle's Nest?
MR. CHAPMAN: After the war was over, went to the Eagle's Nest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. That's down in Austria.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, you could have, you could ... He had a, he had a great, huge formal building right down at the foot of that, foot of the river.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And that's where he met a lot. But then, on the crow's nest, that's where his, like, ours down in Georgia, isn't it, or south somewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So, you could go up there so far with a, riding up the mountain then, when you come to one place further in where they hewed down the mountain there. Hewed out a great big place. I guess a hundred cars could park there on the, on the rock.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And right in the back of that, they had some doors. Copper doors, great, huge copper doors, and that went into an elevator and that elevator went up about 15 stories right in the middle of crow's nest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: But we didn't touch ... fool with that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. CHAPMAN: We were afraid, you know. But anyway, the path, then, after you go around then and just walk and walk and walk, and directly you'll walk all the way up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. CHAPMAN: And, course, high in them Alps, it's snow up there knee deep, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, that was the end of the war anyway. But anyway, we come home.

MR. MCDANIEL: You came home and you got out of the service, I guess.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this, what year was this, about?
MR. CHAPMAN: Got out of the service in August, August '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: August of '45.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. And I kind of laid around for about a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: I hadn't decided what I wanted to do yet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Did you go back to Harriman? Were your parents... ?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were still in Harriman, ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: So I decided I'd just find me a job and I'd go to work. So I rode to Harriman, went upstairs over the show there in Harriman. They had two places up there you could hire in, one of them on each side of the hall, there's a door there: X-10 and K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where was this, where was the, where did you go in?

MR. CHAPMAN: At Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, but where in Harriman?
MR. CHAPMAN: You know the old, where the old show building is in Harriman?

MR. MCDANIEL: What, the old Princess? Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Upstairs, they had two offices up there, recruiting places.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's where the recruiting offices were.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, for the K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: And I flipped a coin and it come up for K-25 so I went in there and asked him, says, well, said, when do I have to go over? Said, bus is down there waiting on you right now. (laughter) So I went out there and I hired in at K-25. And I worked there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They were building, they were building K-25.

MR. CHAPMAN: K-25 was done built. Lot of it, upper part of it wasn't completely yet, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. They were finishing it.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Because they had done a little bit of enrichment before ...

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Before that could be sent to Y-12 for the bomb, you know.

MR. CHAPMAN: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: They had to send that to Oak Ridge. But anyway, I hired in August 6, 1945, and that's when the atomic bomb was dropped.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly... That's what I was about to say.

MR. CHAPMAN: I went in there and the guy give me a little piece, strip of paper had it on there. First atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Said, that'll be in the morning paper, said, that's not out yet. So, that's how it was. When I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So that day, that day.
MR. CHAPMAN: That day, and then when they announced it in the newspaper the next morning, they left there by the hundreds. Scared to death.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure they did.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. But anyway, I've enjoyed working there, worked ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So what did you do when you first went to work there in '45?
MR. CHAPMAN: We worked, I worked in the operations of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly what, I mean, tell me some of the things.
MR. CHAPMAN: Well, you have many buildings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And this stuff goes through all them buildings. You've got a certain amount, you've got all kinds of instruments up there, got all kinds of stuff you got to take care of and that's what we took care of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: The temperature ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The vacuum, the temperature ...

MR. CHAPMAN: It's got to be exactly right if it don't, all of them gas ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It's got the right mixture, yeah, exactly.

MR. CHAPMAN: We'd check all, we'd check everything out like that, all the stuff to cool with and stuff to run that and so on and so forth. But anyway, I enjoyed working there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they, did they give you any training or did they just train you on the job when you first got there?

MR. CHAPMAN: Just on the job. Yeah, they were, they'd take anybody back in them days and learn them, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. CHAPMAN: They wasn't, it's a lot of young soldiers there at the beginning.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway, they done pretty good. I enjoyed working there 36 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that what it was, 36 years? Do you remember who it was, when you first went to work there, who your boss was? Do you remember any of the people you worked with?

MR. CHAPMAN: Bill Helms. He lived in East Tennessee -- West Tennessee and John ... What was Campbell's name? Other boy I worked with, I liked him a awful lot, his name was Campbell and he got a little raise and went to the top of the cascade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: And he told, they wanted to make me crew leader. So I was crew leader then and he went over on the other side of the "U" and ... but he met an awful death. He killed himself. Committed suicide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness. So you worked out, you said you worked at K-25 for 36 years.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, when you first went to work there, were you still commuting from Harriman or did you move to Oak Ridge?

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, I was in Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, I never ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And by this, at time you were, you were 30. 

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were 30 when you went to work there.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. I was over 30. I was about ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, no, if you were born in '15 and you went to work there in '45 you would have been 30. Thirty or 31, right in that area.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, 'bout 30. That's about right. Yeah. I can't keep up. (laughter) Anyway, that, we moved from, we come to Harriman, I mean, Oak Ridge in what year? 'Bout '47 we moved to Oak Ridge on West Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I was going to ask you, were you, you were still single when you came to work but had you met your wife yet? Did you know your wife?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, we'd done got married. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: No, not when you moved, not when you first came.

MR. CHAPMAN: I said when we come to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you got married and moved to Oak Ridge in '47.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, '47, it was '47 wasn't it?

MR. MCDANIEL: To your first wife.
MR. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I say, say, yeah, I've been married to her for 25 years to my first wife, so… (laughter) 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: We got married in '47 and moved to Oak Ridge. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you got married in '47, you moved to Oak Ridge. Now, where did you live?

MR. CHAPMAN: West Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: West Outer Drive. What kind of house did you get?
MR. CHAPMAN: Four family, wasn't it? Four family house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: We had up, had downstairs and upstairs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Be sure and look at me, try to look at me.
MR. CHAPMAN: Had upstairs and downstairs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, I see.

MR. CHAPMAN: And had a little fox there was my pet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you really?

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you moved here in '47 and you continued to work at K-25.

MR. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have children?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you raised a family in Oak Ridge. And did you, so you worked at K-25, you said, for 36 years.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So I guess you retired.
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. I retired the first day of 1980.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you retired before they had the big layoff in the mid 1980s.
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, tell me a little bit about working at K-25. What were some of the ... got any good stories or any instances you want to recall?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, not really. I mean, I wouldn't recall a lot of places because I wouldn't, not liable to put out too much information.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure I understand.

MR. CHAPMAN: But I enjoyed working. It wasn't, it wasn't hard work at all. You had to know what you were doing. You had to know when to do it, so everybody was pretty well up on it. I mean, we had some good crews.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And we had some better crews than we had supervisors. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, of course. That's usually the way it works.
MR. CHAPMAN: We had some good supervisors. They was extra nice to us but some of them didn't know beans from butter about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Right, sure, of course.

MR. CHAPMAN: But anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course. Now, that, that whole time you were working there, that was the Cold War, so ...

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, K-25 was doing massive production, weren't they?
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah, oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, it was, it was really going strong.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. I worked swing shift up to the last 'bout three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: I liked swing shift.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: I lived on a farm, we had a little farm down right on Meigs County line in Roane County. And I'd work there more than I would Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. CHAPMAN: So that's the reason I liked shift work. But anyway, I decided I'd go to day shift 'bout three year before I retired. (laughter) I worked in what they call a toll enrichment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: That's where we shipped most of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MR. CHAPMAN: And most of it come in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MR. CHAPMAN: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long were you, how long were you at the house on West Outer Drive?
MR. CHAPMAN: 'Bout two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were just here a short time.

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, we moved out and then we moved back and went on Wade Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And stayed there for a while. And then, after a while, then we started building us a little house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: Down there on the farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Down, down towards ...
MR. CHAPMAN: Ten Mile.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Ten Mile, south of Kingston.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you've been there ever since.
MR. CHAPMAN: There ever since. We, well, we sold all the farm except 'bout 17 acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: And that's when we then decided to build there when I retired. And so, we built while I was still working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Of course.
MR. CHAPMAN: I was working there at the house, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: But we got all the house, we got a nice home and so we've lived there ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did your kids go to school?
MR. CHAPMAN: Well, they started school at Fairview in Ten Mile.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: Then when we moved to Knoxville, they went to Powell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CHAPMAN: Never did go to school at Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand.
MR. CHAPMAN: That's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, did you get involved in anything, I mean, I know you worked in Oak Ridge but did you get involved in any extra activities or was there anything in the community that you were particularly involved in? Or anything at work that was an extra activity that you were involved in?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, we had, we had a squad at the K-25 that, what they call emergency squad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. 

MR. CHAPMAN: If anything happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: I was the leader of one of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: Then, done a lot of bowling over at ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Had a lot of people, but, you know, everybody that I worked with in Oak Ridge is dead.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you're, you've just outlived them.

MR. CHAPMAN: And my outfit in the Army, we used to have meetings at Crossville, Tennessee, ever year. And we got down to where it was about three or four boys left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: They all died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: I never will forget one boy, he said, “Bud,” said, “we'll have our meetings, just me and you.” And sure enough, just me and him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: And then he died.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then he died. Well, you'll be 101 this year, so, you know, most people don't live that long.

MR. CHAPMAN: No. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MR. CHAPMAN: I've got eight or 10 more years. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you go. Well you certainly look like it. So ...

MR. CHAPMAN: I'm really, I've enjoyed life. I've had a few ups and downs but, I mean, I've enjoyed life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: I try to live a good life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right. 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: You taught Sunday school for 40 years.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, I taught Sunday school 40 years and she did, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MR. CHAPMAN: Down at Shiloh Baptist, that's about three miles from where we live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So is that what you credit your long life with, just ... ?

MR. CHAPMAN: Living, try to live a clean life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Live a clean life ...
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and work on the farm.

MR. CHAPMAN: Work on the farm. Don't never set down. Don't never stop working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, I understand.

MR. CHAPMAN: I love to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure, sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: Sometimes my legs gets a little wobbly but I keep going. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you go. There you go. There anything you want to talk about that I've not asked you about, particularly about your time in Oak Ridge in the community here? Or on the job.

MR. CHAPMAN: No, not off-hand, I can't think of much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you some questions.

MR. CHAPMAN: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: When you first came to K-25, what did they tell you about secrecy and security and what you could talk about and what you couldn't talk about?

MR. CHAPMAN: You wasn't allowed, you wasn't allowed to talk about anything to anybody, for somebody you might have been talking to might have been the FBI man, because there's a lot of them around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: So you, they went around checked on people, even where they lived, they go around and check. Lot of times, well, even after I retired, they were a lot of young boys went to work there and they'd, lot of them, come around and ask me all about them, all about them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure. They still do that.
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They still do that. We had somebody come by last month, you know, so ...

MR. CHAPMAN: It's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Because a lot of that K, or some of that K-25 technology's still classified. The barrier ...

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... the barrier's still classified.
MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... 

MR. CHAPMAN: They give nearly too much out now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Yeah, there's a lot of it they've given ...

MR. CHAPMAN: To foreign countries.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. That's true. That is true. Were you involved with any of the centrifuge or did that happen after you left?

MR. CHAPMAN: The centrifuge?

MR. MCDANIEL: The centrifuge, yes, project.
MR. CHAPMAN: You mean the last one they put up? That big tall ...

MR. MCDANIEL: At K-25, yeah.

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, the centrifuge, gaseous diffusion, that was the centrifuge but now the big ones ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm talking about the big, the big, tall centrifuges...

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, well, yeah, I used to take, when they first started, I used to take material over there for them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, I had a badge that I could go just about anywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MR. CHAPMAN: And we'd deliver ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Deliver material.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Over there.
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Yeah. And they had other secrets around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember President Carter coming for a visit?

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you there for that? Do you remember anything about that?
MR. CHAPMAN: I don't remember, I don't remember him but I remember when it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. He was a big anti-nuke, anti-nuclear guy, as he called it, wasn't he?

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, yeah. Oak Ridge isn’t like it used to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: How is it not like it used to be?
MR. CHAPMAN: No, uh-uh. Of course, I've looked lot of places, everywhere they tear, tore down Oak Ridge, K-25. Don't look the same.

MR. MCDANIEL: It doesn't look the same, does it?
MR. CHAPMAN: I thought they'd leave part of it, but it was in such bad shape they couldn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. That's true. Have you been involved in any of the historic preservation efforts on that, or ... ?

MR. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: You've just been, have you been following what they're doing?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, no, I've kindly followed what they're doing but not, not officially.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure, sure, I understand.
MR. CHAPMAN: I's really interested in it. We've been up there several times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Have you?
MR. CHAPMAN: We set out there in one of the parking lots on the, let's see, on what side is it? Ahh, where you come in from, where you come in from Harriman and come around there across the bridge there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. CHAPMAN: Up there at that farm. We've come up there and set there and watch them tear down part of K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah. There are different places we've watched them tear down stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, all right. Well, let me ask you, couple other questions and I'll finish up here. Of course, obviously you knew what K-25 was doing.
MR. CHAPMAN: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, when you went to work there, it became public, the first day you were hired on.

MR. CHAPMAN: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: It became public and then, like I said, all through the Cold War years, K-25 was really putting out the product for our national defense.

MR. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And our nuclear arsenal.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Plus, doing production for nuclear power plants around the world.
MR. CHAPMAN: That's right. Submarines and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Submarines and everything. Somebody told me that Japan was one of the best customers for the power plant enrichment product. Were you aware of that?

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. So, I'm sure there's a lot of things that you know that you feel like you probably can't talk about, isn't there?

MR. CHAPMAN: Well, it's ... It's lots of things I wouldn't want to talk about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure. I understand. I understand.

MR. CHAPMAN: But lot of stuff went over the dam since then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah, that is true. That is true. All right, well thank you so much. 

MR. CHAPMAN: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thank you for taking time to talk with me, it's very interesting, your story about your riding the trains and your service to our country and your time in Oak Ridge.

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And in 10 years, we'll have you back and talk about what you've done the last 10 years. How's that sound?

MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, I could, when you met me, I could have come home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Could you?
MR. CHAPMAN: Yeah, on furlough. And captain, he told me, there's about four or five of us in that outfit, go home. And I told him, I said, “No, I don't want to go home. I want to stay 'til it's over then I'm going home.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. CHAPMAN: I never will forget, when the war was over, and we had a point system. And there was about four or five of us boys had several points. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: That's the reason we got to come home then because our outfit stayed there. They was supposed to go down through Suez Canal and go to Japan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CHAPMAN: But, of course, they didn't have to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. CHAPMAN: But I told them, no, I don't want ... But our captain, he just begged to stay with him. Nope, I'm gone. I'm gone. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, well very good. Thank you.

MR. CHAPMAN: Thank you.
[End of Interview]
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