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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 1, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Alice Chapman. Alice, Alice, she's married to Bud Chapman who we interviewed not too long ago and Alice has her own story, so I thought we'd, we'd get your story. Now, Alice, thank you for taking time to be here. Let's start at the beginning, tell me where you were born and raised, and about your upbringing.

MRS. CHAPMAN: I was born in Ten Mile, Tennessee, out in the country. There was seven of us children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We were farmers.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your maiden name?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Edgemon.

MR. MCDANIEL: Edgemon. Bunch of Edgemons down there.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Lot of Edgemons.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. CHAPMAN: And they're all related some way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what year were you born?
MRS. CHAPMAN: 1929.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1929. Ok, so, so you're born in East Tennessee, out in the country on a farm.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you said there were seven of you?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Seven children or ... ?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Seven children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So, what was that like in, in those days?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we all had jobs we had to do. Had to milk the cows, feed the pigs, feed the chickens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MRS. CHAPMAN: Get the eggs and carry water in the winter, or the summertime. Wintertime, we had our own cistern. And the boys worked in the field and the girls worked in the garden and the kitchen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where were you in line, I mean, which child were you?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I'm sort of the middle person.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: There was an older sister and brother and another older sister and brother, so there was four and then me, and two younger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And all of them are gone except my youngest sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Now, that was during the Depression.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: So, what was that like? What do you remember about that? I know you were young, but ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I remember a lot of hungry people. We always had plenty. Of course, living on the farm, we didn't go hungry. But a lot of people would come through there hungry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: My parents always fed everybody that's coming by. We always had a tenant on the farm and they kept them up. But it was hard times during that time. You felt like you, maybe, you didn't know, you didn't have any more than you had, because nobody had much then. But it was, we all had plenty.

MR. MCDANIEL: What, what do you ... ? What are some adventures or things that you can remember growing up on the farm?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, everybody in the community came to the school building and played on Saturdays. I didn't like working in the tobacco patch (laughter) because you had to get the worms off of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: We always had to help gather the corn, pick peas.

MR. MCDANIEL: How, now, how big was the farm? How many acres was it, do you know?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I think there was about 100 acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: 100 acres. What kind of crops?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we raised corn and peas and, ‘course, they always had a big tomato patch, watermelons. Which brings me to, we had a big watermelon patch. One Sunday after church, my daddy went to check on the watermelon patch and somebody'd been through and chopped them all up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well, my goodness, did they ever ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, bunch of kids, you know, they were just out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: But, those were things that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Now, they do other mean things. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... The ... So, you lived in Ten Mile, so that's what your dad did full time.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was a farmer.
MRS. CHAPMAN: He was a farmer.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did he take his, his produce?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we didn't. We used everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you used everything.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, I see.
MRS. CHAPMAN: You didn't ... Everybody in that community was farmers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... and they used their own. Most of them were big families.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. CHAPMAN: We canned a lot. We always had ... If you didn't have a hundred half-gallon cans of blackberries, then you wouldn't make it in the wintertime, they thought.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, we always had to do a lot of canning and preserving.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you keep your canned goods? Did you have a barn or a special place?

MRS. CHAPMAN: No, we had a big closet we kept it in so it didn't freeze.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, exactly.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, so we had, we made hominy. You know what hominy is?

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, something to have to do with corn, doesn't it?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. It is corn.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's corn. Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Made lots of kraut for winter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: You know, you just everything that you had, you saved it, you know, through the winter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... But it, but he didn't sell ... I know you had a big family, but how, how did he make money, I guess is the question.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, he sold seed corn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see.

MRS. CHAPMAN: He always had a fine crop of corn and it was called Edgemon corn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: He picked out the best ears and shelled it and they sold that. Then, we had the wheat, he raised a lot of wheat. And then, he worked part-time then. In later years, he was, during the WPA [Works Progress Administration] days.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: He was foreman on the road, with a bunch of men.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was this his family farm or was this ... ?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No, he bought it.

MR. MCDANIEL: He bought it.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But his parents lived in the next farm to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, it was a lot of people, lot of kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was just a community down there, wasn't it?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Not too far from Kingston.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Just south of Kingston. Now, where did you go to school? Where did you go to elementary school?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, went to Ten Mile Elementary School. It started in 1927.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And then, high school was in Decatur.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? You went to Decatur?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I had to catch the elementary bus. But when it got to the Ten Mile Elementary School, you get on the high school bus going to Decatur.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. CHAPMAN: That was about 15 mile from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that ... Were you in Meigs County?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you're in Meigs County.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that's the reason you went to Decatur.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: So ... But part of Ten Mile's in Roane County, isn't it?
MRS. CHAPMAN: It is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, now. Now. But anyway ... So, you went to Decatur to high school. Did you graduate?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I did and I played basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Tell me about that.
MRS. CHAPMAN: (laughs) Well, we were all basketball players.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And always won the tournaments, went to Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was exciting, wasn't it?

MRS. CHAPMAN: It was. And I played forward. You could ask Bud what kind of ball player I was. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, you're what they call a tall drink of water anyway, so I bet you were a pretty good ball player.

MRS. CHAPMAN: I was pretty good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good. So, what year did you graduate high school?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Now you've asked me something I can't tell you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: '46, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you were in high school during the war?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: During World War II.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about that?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, when the boys in Meigs County, especially the boys when they were in high school, when they would volunteer to go off, everybody in school wanted to give them a party. So, they'd always have a going away party for them. So, you just wrote letters to all these boys, even if you didn't know them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Just to support them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So they could hear from home. Did you have a lot of boys from your high school that joined the service?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yes, there was quite a few of them that went.

MR. MCDANIEL: And ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, I had three brothers and they went in service, but they didn't go in 'til the later part of the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: They didn't have to serve overseas or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... Did you have any, do you recall any boys from your school that didn't come back?

MRS. CHAPMAN: There was several of them that didn't come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What, I mean, what was that like? I can't imagine being a teenager with a war like that going on and knowing people that had gone off to war. I mean, is that something you kept up with, current events, you kept up with the war?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. We had a radio and my daddy was always keeping up with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Of course, when Roosevelt would get on the radio, everybody had to listen to what he thought ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... or what he said.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: I know there was one couple that lost two children in the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, it was a sad time, but you had to work through it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right...

MRS. CHAPMAN: There was a lot of people that needed work and so, when Oak Ridge, Manhattan Project, started, lot of those people got to go to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly, exactly. This was just coming out of the Depression ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... and Oak Ridge got started in the early '40s, not long after, a year or so after Pearl Harbor.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What do you, do you remember Pearl Harbor? Do you remember listening to the radio and hearing that?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I do, yes. And that was a scary time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What'd your dad think of that?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, he didn't talk much in front of the children because he didn't want to get us too upset about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, we had to turn out the lights, cover your windows if you had lights. It was just a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... scary time. And they said, Black out your windows. Hang something over them so it couldn't see a light.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why ... why was that?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, in place of, in case a plane came over and wanted to bomb, they wouldn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We had to save all of our toothpaste tubes, any foil that you had, you turned it in. You couldn't buy toothpaste unless you turned in your old toothpaste tube.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So ... So, there was rationing going on.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, yeah. I still have a rationing book.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, do you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: You had sugar. You could only get one pair of shoes. You could get sugar and you had to have coffee. Now, we had our own wheat and flour ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... so, corn and meal, but you had the ration for all the other. But there was what they call a peddler then and rolling stores. They came by and you, he would take your eggs or chickens and you could buy the other things like salt.

MR. MCDANIEL: You could barter with him, sort of.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What ... Ok, I had something on the tip of my tongue. What was I going to ask you? The ... Now, so things were rationed. Now, did your father have trouble getting supplies for farming? I mean, you know, for tires for whatever, or ... ?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he have a tractor or did he have horses? 

MRS. CHAPMAN: No. We had mules.

MR. MCDANIEL: Had mules that, but I'm sure he had to have other things, you know, to ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, but you just ... And they repaired everything that broke.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: You know, there was blacksmiths back then if something broke, they took it and had it repaired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And then, he would sell hams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: In the fall or winter when the hams were cured, you could sell the hams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So, did you have a lot of pigs and cattle?

MRS. CHAPMAN: We did. Not as many cattle as we had pigs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. But you all didn't starve through that time, I mean, you know, you had plenty to eat.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, no. We had plenty to eat.

MR. MCDANIEL: And plenty to share with other people.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, we always shared with ... My father, when he was working on the road, at noon -- course, my mother was a wonderful cook and she always cooked a lot because there was a lot of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Daddy would bring the truck and on the back would be about six men sitting out there. He'd come in and he'd say, "Clara, these men's hungry. They haven't had any breakfast."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: And she'd fix them big pieces of cornbread with whatever she'd cooked in between it. That was all they had to eat that day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Because they had families, too, that they couldn't support.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But, I don't know if you remember, they call it food stamps now, but back then, they had commodities. They could get cheese and some things, but a lot of the people didn't really know how to use some of that stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, they had an Agricultural Department that there was a lady that would meet once a week on Saturday and all these women would go and learn how to can and those sorts of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Huh ... You know, you're talking about your dad and feeding the workers, my dad, my dad worked on the WPA. He and my mother's father, and my mother tells me about her father. Her mother would fix breakfast in the morning and her father was a big ole, big ole man, big ole tall man. He had eight or 10 biscuits, you know, and he'd eat good because he knew he probably wouldn't get much, you know, the rest of the day until he got home in the evening. My grandfather was about two feet taller than my daddy and they'd say, there goes Mutt and Jeff walking. They walked ... walked to work together because they lived across the street from each other. They grew up, my mom and dad grew up across the street from each other. So, anyway, I remember stories about the WPA and that time.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, if you go to Chattanooga, and I forget what street's it's on, there's a culvert there that the WPA built and it's got a big sign.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: The WPA 1925, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? So, ok, so you graduated from high school, we didn't, and you said, what year was that could you not remember?

MRS. CHAPMAN: What did I say, '46, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? Ok, you said '46.

MRS. CHAPMAN: I think that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, and by that time the war was over. And so, what did you do then?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I dropped out of school and went to work at Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... in '45 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... because they were hiring everybody ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me, yeah, tell me about that.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... I thought I was pretty smart.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, I get on the bus and they take us to Harriman and we fill out our papers and they say, "You go to work now." And they take us to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: That day.
MRS. CHAPMAN: That day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Of course, they gave you whatever you needed, your badge and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, I worked there a year then I went back and finished school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, so you worked there during the war.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, tell me about that experience. What do you remember about that? What did you do and where did you work?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I was what they call a, we did tests on tubing and I was an operator. I was in K-25 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: K-25.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... and there was mud knee-deep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We had to ride cattle cars from where the buses stopped, got on a cattle car and rode in to the plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go into town?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, so where did you pick up the cattle car? Which is what people call a cattle car. It was a bus with a pot-bellied stove in the middle and seats on each side, wasn't it?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, but it was just open.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, it was just open, right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: They just pulled up to K-25 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... and stopped at the gate and you had to go through the gate then get on their cattle car to go over ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: To go over to where you were going to work. So, you said you were a pipe leak tester.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you said you were an operator. What was ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, you went from that, when they got that done, then we were operators.

MR. MCDANIEL: And what did an operator do?

MRS. CHAPMAN: We had to watch these big clocks, I'll call it, see if they moved and then we had to report it to our foreman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Did you know what those were, what it was doing?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Nope.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you now?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that something you can tell me?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. That's fine. I understand. Because, you know, much of that, a lot of that's been released, declassified.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, you know, the barrier material's still highly classified ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... they used at K-25. And so, anyway ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: But it was so interesting to see people from all over the United States came to Oak Ridge to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... And were there lots of young ladies like yourself ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... the same age.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yes, they were from everywhere. But when they found out what they'd made, all those young people went home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: It scared them to death.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Yeah, once the bomb was dropped and they found out. Were you working there when the bomb was dropped?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about that day?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we heard it and I thought, why is everybody running?

MR. MCDANIEL: Everybody was excited, weren't they?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. But, we went home then, ‘course, we heard it on the radio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Huh, well ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: It was some time and then you saw a lot of different people from different areas of the country, you learned, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you'd never really been exposed to that ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... before, had you? I mean ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: And the GIs came in and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what was that like for a young, single lady?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, it wasn't too good. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: It wasn't?
MRS. CHAPMAN: I wasn't interested in them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, I see.
MRS. CHAPMAN:  I was just interested in going to work and going home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, were they, were some of them interested in you, though?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I'm sure they were. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you weren't ready for that, were you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But there was, you know, people just, they bonded with a lot of people, lot of people stayed in East Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. So, you worked there until the war was over.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And then you went back to school.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, yes, and, too, they were laying as many women off as they could so the young men that came back from service could have a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: That came back, right, right, I understand. I understand. Ok, but a lot of people left Oak Ridge after the end of the war from all over, not just K-25.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You know, Y-12 and all over, so. So, you went back to school and you finished high school.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right. Then, I worked at the hospital for about six months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where, which hospital?
MRS. CHAPMAN: In Athens at Foree Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you do there?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I was what they call a CNA now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was a nurse's aide, what they called it then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: And then I met this man.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And his name was Wester Chapman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So you met him in 1947, '46, '47?

MRS. CHAPMAN: '46.

MR. MCDANIEL: '46. And he'd just come back from the war, hadn't he?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: But he was considerably older than you, wasn't he?

MRS. CHAPMAN: That's what he, he didn't tell me that. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he didn't?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No, I'm kidding. He did tell me. But Dad ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How much older than you is he?

MRS. CHAPMAN: He's 14 years older than I am. But you have to remember, we grew up, we were grown up together all of our lives.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CHAPMAN: I was never considered little or young because everybody had to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: And so, now, kids are kids, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. CHAPMAN: They're still kids after they get to be 40. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's true. That is true. So, so you met this gentleman. Mr. Chapman.

MRS. CHAPMAN: And we married in '47, in June.

MR. MCDANIEL: But as I recall, he was kind of wild or at least used to be. Did he calm down any after you ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: (laughs) He calmed down a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he? You were just what he needed, weren't you?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Evidently. (laughter) It'll be 69 year this June.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Sixty-nine years, my goodness.

MRS. CHAPMAN: But we've had a good life.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you hadn't killed him?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Not yet. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Say, he's your first husband, right?

MRS. CHAPMAN: He's the one and only.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, well, so you met and you married in '47 and where did you all live?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we went to Oak Ridge and lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: You both went to work at Oak Ridge, didn't you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, no, I didn't work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: He, we had a one-bedroom apartment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that?
MRS. CHAPMAN: On West Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was a four-family apartment building and we had the bottom one and the ones upstairs had kids. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did they?
MRS. CHAPMAN: But we lived there about a year and a half. Then we moved back down to Ten Mile and stayed a while. Then, a year later, we had our little girl, moved back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you move to when you came back to Oak Ridge?

MRS. CHAPMAN: On Wade Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wade Lane.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Which was not far from West Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, then, we bought a farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long were you in Oak Ridge before you bought the farm?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Probably about three years, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you were only in Oak Ridge three years before you moved back to Ten Mile and bought the farm.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, while we were in Ten Mile, built a house. Then, moved to Knoxville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... and built a home there. And the girls, ‘course, by then, were growing up and two of them going off to college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And so, we were there, I guess we spent about six years in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, we went back to our farm and built a house there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We liked the country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you grew up in the country.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have to teach your husband how to be a farmer? Or did he know already?

MRS. CHAPMAN: No, he was a gardener.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: My goodness! It's unreal the gardens he made. And we'd give it away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Right, right, right ... So, you didn't go back to work? I mean, after the kids?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, I went back to work when I was, the last years we lived in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: I went to work at Miller's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? In downtown, on Gay Street, downtown?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And I worked for Miller's 25 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really? What did you do for Miller's?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I was a cosmetic consultant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: And then, when we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And what year, so, when did you go to work for Miller's?
MRS. CHAPMAN: '62, I believe it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were there for 25 years.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, I went from there, transferred to West Town [Mall] when it first, they were building West Town, I went out there and I worked at West Town so, all together, I worked 45 years in cosmetics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Well, I'm sure, I'm sure at Miller's on Gay Street, you saw my mother dragging me around that store, because I remember that's where we would go, you know, shopping. We grew up in Kingston and we'd go to Miller's on Gay, I mean, not Gay Street, Henley Street is what I meant.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. Well, I worked at Gay Street and then, when Henley ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... Street was built and the company in Atlanta that bought them, then the girls from Henley Street didn't come to West Town for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right. So, so, did you spend much time in Oak Ridge after, you know, you moved, you moved back out?

MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not a lot.
MRS. CHAPMAN: No, uh-uh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you know very much about Oak Ridge, I mean, did you know very much about what was going on?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, we kept up with it and had friends in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But we didn't do a lot of, I never shopped in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you were in Knoxville.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: So it was handy for you, I guess, to go to Knoxville, since you were going to work, you know. So ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: But it always amazed me about Oak Ridge. How it just almost erupted up out of the ground ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... and became what it is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... And your husband worked at K-25 ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... for 36 years?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Thirty-six years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thirty-six years. And I'm sure he didn't talk about what he did.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Never. (laughter) People just were not allowed to talk about it, so he just never talked about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. He just knew he had a job and he was ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: He was bringing in the pay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Bringing in the pay.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Taking care of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of the family.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right. That was all that was important at that time.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And he worked from, he'd go to work at midnight ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And I, I think I remember him talking about shift work, he did shift work.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. He'd come home at, it'd be 8:30 every morning and he'd eat breakfast and then he'd go work on our farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We had 160 acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And he'd go to work on that. He'd clean up the fields ...

MR. MCDANIEL: When did he sleep? In the afternoon?
MRS. CHAPMAN: About three o'clock or two o'clock, he'd come in and go to bed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Then get up and go to work in time for midnight ... ?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. He worked all the time. He's always worked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... Well, that's what people used to do.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, we'd be better off if everybody did it now. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I agree, I agree, completely agree. Well, you lived through some momentous times in our nation's history.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about some of those things in, in ... How, not necessarily how it affected Oak Ridge but Oak Ridge was really directly affected by a lot of these things.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: For example, the ... the Cuban Missile Crisis, you know. What can you remember about that?

MRS. CHAPMAN: That you wondered what was going on. Actually, you wondered if something was going to happen in Oak Ridge and blow us up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... because it was worldwide, what we were doing and that's the reason a lot of people left Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were afraid.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I have a friend that I've interviewed a number of times. He was a paper boy during that time and he said, you know, he'd look at that headline every day during that and just wonder, you know, he'd be afraid.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You know, he really was.

MRS. CHAPMAN: You didn't know who your neighbors were. It could be a FBI man or it could be somebody from you didn't ... You were very careful who you were friends with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh. When you were in Oak Ridge and when you worked at Oak Ridge, let's go back and talk about it just a little bit. When you first came to Oak Ridge as a young lady, what did the, what kind of orientation did they give you or did they give you any? I mean, did they talk to you about security or secrecy or any of that? Do you recall?

MRS. CHAPMAN: They just told you, you don't talk about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was just plain words. You had your badge. You had to go do what they said. You were so busy that eight hours that you didn't have time to talk about it. Really, you didn't know who you were talking to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Because you never knew.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Uh-uh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that kind of scary?
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was scary.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess for a young person especially.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, it was and then it also made you wonder, “Where are all these people coming from?” Thousands of them, you know, every day there were just thousands of people there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But everybody was doing their job. There was no slackers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. I just wondered about that because I've had some ladies tell me that they took them in and talked to them and told them how to dress. Because they didn't want to distract the men, they needed to dress modestly.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, we had to wear slacks and I was never, wore slacks 'til I went to work at Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... because my father didn't think women wore pants. (laughter) So, I had to come up with pants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Of course, where we worked, we worked where there was a lot of construction going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. What kind of, did you have a religious upbringing? Was your dad fairly religious man? Did you all go to church?

MRS. CHAPMAN: We belonged to the First Baptist Church in Ten Mile.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right. And you could look out our front door and see it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Right across the field.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't remember there being a First Baptist Church.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, they didn't call it First Baptist Church. It was Ten Mile Baptist Church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Ten Mile Baptist Church.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, and it's still there, it's the same building.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know where that is.
MRS. CHAPMAN: You go in to, when you get to where you turn on Ten Mile Road, you cross that bridge and you turn right and go up the hill and its right up on the hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, and that's it? Oh, ok, all right. So you ... So you had to wear pants when you were working in Oak Ridge. Who were some of the people that you worked with? Can you remember?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I just remember that Colleen ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Black.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Black, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you work with her or did you just, you worked there at the same time?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, one girl was from Nashville. Her name was Theresa Head. Her husband was in service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And ... I can't remember all of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, I'm sure that was a long time ago.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah. After all, I'm ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... 

MRS. CHAPMAN:  ... moving on.

MR. MCDANIEL: But when you came back to Oak Ridge, you said you came back for about three years, is that what you said?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you had one daughter at the time, is that correct?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: So, what was it like living in Oak Ridge then? This was the, this was the what? The '50s I guess.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah, '49, '50.

MR. MCDANIEL: '49, ok. All right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, you had, we lived on Wade Lane when we came back and you could go down to Grove Center and shop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was really nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was in Grove Center at that time?
MRS. CHAPMAN: A theater and a restaurant. There was a restaurant at Jefferson Cen -- Jefferson Terminal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And they was a clothing store, and a, if I remember correctly, it was Royal Jewelers at Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was there a grocery, was there a grocery store there?

MRS. CHAPMAN: It was an A&P grocery.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And why I remember that one so well, they had, a lady went in and she, she would change all the prices on everything and come out with about $50 worth of groceries for about $10 or $12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: That went on for a long time before they figured out what she was doing. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh, but she got caught?
MRS. CHAPMAN: She got caught.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you know this woman?
MRS. CHAPMAN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: No, I just heard them tell about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was that? Where was the grocery store?

MRS. CHAPMAN: It was in Grove Center. I can't ... in that area right there.

MR. MCDANIEL: In that area right there. I guess the Oak Terrace was the restaurant. Was it there at the time?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I believe that was.

MR. MCDANIEL: The nice restaurant there and theater.

MRS. CHAPMAN: But there was ... And they had church in the theater on Sundays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We could go to church there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then they built the little church on, oh, what's the name of that church on the hill?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, the Chapel-on-the-Hill.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And I had a sister that got married there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Yeah, did you have other family members that worked at Oak Ridge?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Yes, I had a sister that worked there and my brother worked there, or two of them worked there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And my oldest sister worked at Y-12 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... for a short time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did your brothers work there for a long time?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Not too long. And I don't know if you remember when the train wreck in Jellico?

MR. MCDANIEL: The Jellico train, troop train wreck, yeah.

MRS. CHAPMAN: That was, that was terrible. They brought all those soldiers into Oak Ridge Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, I remember that.

MRS. CHAPMAN: My sister, why I knew it so well, she was in the hospital at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was she?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, there was a lot of things happened and when you stop and think about it. You don't think about it, but if you start talking about it, lot of things come back to you.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure. Now, a lot of people talk about the boardwalks.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Oh, my goodness, you had to be careful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about the boardwalks.

MRS. CHAPMAN: You had to stay on the boardwalk or you got muddy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Every once in a while, they had to replace places. But our apartment was off down the street and you had to go down the steps and then walk on the boardwalk up to the door.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Ok. I had, I guess you had to be careful what kind of shoes you wore on the boardwalk, didn't you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: (laughs) Yeah, you sure did. Get a heel caught in it that would be the end of the heel.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to say, had one woman tell me, she said, you couldn't wear heels on the boardwalk, you'd lose those heels.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, and I guess heels were pretty popular at that time, weren't they?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Everybody dressed. That was just, you didn't go anywhere unless you dressed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. That was just common, wasn't it?
MRS. CHAPMAN: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Even in Oak Ridge which was kind of an industrial town. Right.I mean, it was a, it was kind of industrial. But I guess when you, when you weren’t working and you went someplace, you'd dress up nice.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, it was like, going to football games. Everybody dressed with their furs and their heels and, you know, it was just unreal how people dressed. If you look back at the pictures during that time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... you see that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Huh. Well, let's get back to, we talked a little bit about the Cuban Missile Crisis, you know, and then, and then the '60s were kind of turbulent time in our culture, you know, with the assassinations and, you know, and the things such as that, what do you remember?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, when Kennedy was assassinated, we were having lunch and Dad was to go to work and it happened while we were sitting at the dinner table ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... before he went to work. So, it was really terrible 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: You know, everybody was crying, upset.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: You didn't know what was going to happen next.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And you couldn't wait. In fact, I still have all my magazines.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, do you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Mmm-hmm, Life magazines.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: But those were, were really bad times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what about your kids? Your kids grew up in, kind of, that era, too. I mean, were they, were they kind of, separated from some of that, or you tried to ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: No. They needed to know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: We were living in Knoxville ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: You were living in Knoxville?
MRS. CHAPMAN: ... when that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: They went to school at Powell High School and then, they went on to UT [University of Tennessee] and they can tell you as much history, almost, as I can.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, sure ... 

MRS. CHAPMAN: They remember a lot of things and, course, their daddy's told them a lot of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: They're history buffs, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. The ... Let's come back. I got to thinking about you living in Oak Ridge those three years. What was social life like for you? Or did you have one since you had a little one running around?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Well, you had neighbors. You got together, you would eat with your neighbors or you'd go to the movies…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: … or you'd go visit your parents…
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: … or my husband's parents. Lot of times you'd just be out, standing outside, talking to your neighbors. And everybody was very congenial. My husband planted a big turnip green patch and I had lots of neighbors then. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. So, even then, in Oak Ridge, you had a garden?
MRS. CHAPMAN: We did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: He's always had a garden. So, we just shared it because I couldn't use it all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CHAPMAN: So, everybody that wanted it would come and pick. They didn't even have to ask.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sorry. I'd say you could have my turnip greens. I'm not much of a fan, even though I did grow up in Tennessee, I'm not much of a fan of the turnip greens. (laughter) So ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then you wouldn't like poke salad then, either, would you?

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably not. I'm not a big poke salad fan. I was talking to my mother the other day and she was, that kind of reminds me of my dad, he would, he'd have cornbread and milk. He'd, he'd get a glass of milk or a jar of milk and he'd break up his cornbread and he'd put it down in it and he'd eat it with a spoon. So ...

MRS. CHAPMAN: Nothing any better.

MR. MCDANIEL: But I don't recall whether he liked turnip greens. See, I'm thinking maybe he didn't, but he might have. But I think that's where I got it. But anyway. Well, is there anything that I haven't asked you about that you want to talk about?

MRS. CHAPMAN: I can't, I think we've covered it all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's fine. You'll probably think of something here in a minute when I turn everything off. (laughter) If you do, we'll start it back up, how's that sound. All right.

MRS. CHAPMAN: We've had a wonderful life together. (off camera voice: Travel) Yeah, we've traveled all over the United States.

MR. MCDANIEL: Have you? Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: First, we had a pickup truck and he built two beds, one on each side, in the back and we traveled to California and back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Camped across the country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Camped, right, right, right ...
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then we bought a sliding camper and we traveled all over with that. Went to the rodeos.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just the two of you or did ... ?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Just the two of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Was this after the kids were gone?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, we bought a fifth wheeler.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then, we traveled some more. We just, every time I was off -- I got six-weeks vacation -- and we'd take off for two or three weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CHAPMAN: And then, he decided his truck was getting worn out, we needed a new truck. I said, let's just buy a motor home. And so, that's what we bought.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CHAPMAN: Then we traveled, his brother and cousin would go with us. So we went all over. We've had just great time. Then, we went on several cruises.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... Well, that's good, I mean, that's ... that's a chance for a farm girl from Ten Mile to get out and see the country, wasn’t it?

MRS. CHAPMAN: Seen lots of country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, good. All right, well Mrs. Chapman, thank you so much for talking to us and I appreciate it.

MRS. CHAPMAN: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
[End of Interview]
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