ORAL HISTORY OF JOHN CARVER
Interviewed by Keith McDaniel
February 13, 2015
MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is Friday the Thirteenth, Friday, February 13, 2015 and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I am with Mr. John Carver. John, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. CARVER: Very welcome

MR. MCDANIEL: And John and his wife, Karen -- we're going to do both of them -- and they just wanted to be on audio so that's an option that they have, so this is just an audio of their oral history interview. John, let's start at the beginning.

MR. CARVER: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why don't you tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. CARVER: Ok. Well, I was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, of course some people might not know.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.

MR. CARVER: November 19, 1934 and my dad was a barber. Been a barber all his life. When the opportunity came up to go to Oak Ridge, he found out about it early on and he came to Oak Ridge in 19... let's see ... 43.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, '43.

MR. CARVER: Yeah, he was here in August of '43.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Which is kind of the first year that most everybody came. I mean, that was the first year people started moving in.

MR. CARVER: Yeah, I think a man named Mr. McCray who owned a barber shop in Oak Ridge, or at least he built one here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure, sure.
MR. CARVER: He owned it there. My dad worked for him. That was in Town Site originally.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your father's name?
MR. CARVER: His name was Gordon Lee Carver.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Gordon Lee Carver.
MR. CARVER: And he worked for Mr. McCray in Town Site. I never saw that building because when I got here in '44, they had moved to Jefferson Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MR. CARVER: Jefferson Circle wasn't around in August of '43, I don't think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MR. CARVER: So, Town Site was a new section. He got a dorm. He lived in a dorm until December. Christmas vacation '44, we came up, the family came up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. CARVER: And we ... In a trailer, single trailer, mind you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: And it was on Finch Way which is right now where they tore down a ... what I'm trying to think of ... it's a church of some kind. I can't think of the name of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: But it's now a vacant lot right next to Kroger where they built that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, sure, sure, sure ...
MR. CARVER: ... where they built that new section there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly.
MR. CARVER: So we lived there for a while in that trailer. They didn't give up the place they lived in Chattanooga because we didn't have any place to put everything, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now how many kids were there?
MR. CARVER: There was my older brother Gordon, Gordon, Jr., Gordon Carver, Jr. And then my younger brother, Donald Ray. We're all two years apart.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So in '44 when you came, you were 10, did you say?

MR. CARVER: Yeah, I was about, let's see it'd be 10 or 11.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ten or 11, something like that.

MR. CARVER: Well that'd be '44, so I was 10, yeah, had turned 10 in November and we came in December.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, right, right ...
MR. CARVER: That's right. And so they went back and forth doing their laundry and stuff like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER:  About every weekend for a while there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. They ... So your dad worked at Jefferson Circle.

MR. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did ... ? Is the building still there that he worked in?
MR. CARVER: It is still there. It did burned down, I understand. When I came back I said, "This building is shorter than it used to be." Where the barber shop was is the very end ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of Jefferson Fountain, of where the drug store is?

MR. CARVER: Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, yeah. Because there's kind of an empty space over there on the end.

MR. CARVER: Well, yeah, it's not as long as it originally was. Where the barber shop was is on the end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: It's not there so it's like a parking lot now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: The building is that much shorter. It looked like they'd built it back eliminating the space where the barber shop was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: There is a barber shop still there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, there's one.
MR. CARVER: But it's moved up a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MR. CARVER: But that's where he was and I shined shoes there when I was about 10 or 11 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. CARVER: Yeah, I did that for a couple of years. Then I started setting pins at the Jefferson Circle bowling alley for a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: And then, as luck would have it, I got a motorcycle when I was about 15, a small motorcycle, and I started delivering prescriptions for Hoskins Drug.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: Throughout Oak Ridge and got 35 cents per visit, per delivery I got 35 cents. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. 

MR. CARVER: Which is good money in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well sure.
MR. CARVER: Because I'd have four or five deliveries at one time and I got 35 cents per ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. CARVER: ... per delivery's pretty good. And the, of course, stayed there, delivering prescriptions then later on I went behind the counter and served sodas and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now was Hoskins at Jefferson ... ? It was at Jefferson Circle, that was Hoskins, wasn't it?

MR. CARVER: Same building. Same building as my dad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, right ...
MR. CARVER: We used to go over there, when I was shining shoes for my dad's -- it wasn't my dad's shop, he worked there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And it, I guess Hoskins was where Jefferson Compounding is now, the drug store.
MR. CARVER: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your dad... Now many barbers were there in that shop?
MR. CARVER: There were three barbers, four sometimes. My dad had the third chair.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: McCray, they called him "Speed" McCray because he was so slow, was such a slow barber. You know, he'd cut hair really, really slow.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really slow.
MR. CARVER: But they called him, "Speed." And a man named Freeman Hill had a second chair.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. CARVER: And his son is ... stepfather of Gene Farr who also went to Oak Ridge High in my class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: And then my Dad had the third chair.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: And the fourth chair was nobody special. It was just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, just occasional ... occasional...
MR. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So when you came to Oak Ridge, you were 10, as we said, and you were old enough, you were old enough to remember those things.
MR. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you worked, like you said, you shined shoes. How much would you get to shine the pair of shoes?
MR. CARVER: Twenty cents per shine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CARVER: Yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh. Excuse me just a minute ... stopped up ... 20 cents per shine.

MR. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you did that at, you said, 10 or 11 down at the ...
MR. CARVER: I did that a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ...
MR. CARVER: About 12 or 13.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ... So anyway, you ... Where did you go to school when you first came here?

MR. CARVER: I went to Linden School. The old Linden School, if you know... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: I don't know, I can't remember the address of that. Do you happen to know?

MR. MCDANIEL: LaSalle. It was LaSalle. It was on LaSalle.
MR. CARVER: My wife said she thought it was LaSalle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. It was.
MR. CARVER: Ok. That's where I went. And then, after about a year, we got a double trailer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MR. CARVER: What they call a double trailer. It was across the Turnpike where the ORAU [Oak Ridge Associated Universities] building is now. You know?

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MR. CARVER: It's on ... It's on ... I think the name of that street was ... It's an animal name. I forgot now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: Anyway, so we moved to a double trailer and I went to Fairview School. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: Because there's another school over there right near that area, Fairville ... Fairview. And then, six months or so later, my dad didn't have any clout. He was a barber so he had to wait for these places to become available.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MR. CARVER: So we got a two-bedroom house, TDU, on South Seneca.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: And we lived there until they got a three-bedroom TDU on Robertsville Road. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: 538 Robertsville Road. We were there in a three-bedroom place and we were there for ... Matter of fact, years later they started selling houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, in the mid-50s, they started selling the houses.

MR. CARVER: Right. So, I suppose the one that we lived in was, my dad didn't want to buy it, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: ... somebody else did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. CARVER: So we moved to 107 East Judd Lane then and that's where we finished high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: High school ... Ok, so you stayed there. 

MR. CARVER: At that address.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now how long did your mom and dad stay in Oak Ridge?
MR. CARVER: Well, I graduated in '52 and moved to California in '53 and in '53, my dad and mother divorced.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: And he moved to Florida and she stayed in Oak Ridge and then finally went to California as well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MR. CARVER: And then yeah, she lived there for many, many years, too. She had her own place there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... Well, what was Oak Ridge like? Let's talk about that.

MR. CARVER: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: The time you were here until you graduated high school and left, you know. And we'll get you coming back here in a little bit. What was it like being a kid in Oak Ridge in those days? 

MR. CARVER: Well, all I can remember is mud. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CARVER: Boardwalks and mud. That's about, that was the main thing, I tell you. You couldn't go anywhere without standing in mud. It was really, really bad. I've heard other people say that but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. CARVER:  Of course I'm 80 years old now, so lot of people don't remember those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah. Exactly, exactly.
MR. CARVER: But, yeah, that was ... They finally got rid of, years later, got rid of most of the boardwalks and put in some concrete here and there, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: ... everything was board. I tell you, it was really messy. But it was a nice place to live, it really was. It was a closed city. Crime was almost nothing. I never heard of anything getting stolen or anything. It was really good. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. What did you do for fun? Did you ... ? Tell me about that.

MR. CARVER: It's interesting you mention that. I remember an old friend of mine and I were doing some hiking and, of course, I was always around the Jefferson area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. CARVER: And we went across the freeway, we were hiking, going up the hill, and we just kept on going, kept going until we finally came to a fence. We said, "Hey, there's a fence there." We said, "Wonder what this is." So we climbed ... crawled under the fence.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. CARVER: And went on the inside of it and said, "Hey, a new city here." And then, pretty soon, it wasn't more than 30 or 40 seconds, some MPs came up and said, "Hey, what are you guys doing here?" and sent us back on our way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: So we didn't know what it was. But ... It turned out to be Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? (laughter) So Y-12 was in a fence inside the big fence.

MR. CARVER: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. CARVER: There are a lot of fences around fences in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Sure, exactly, exactly. What about recreation? I mean, did you do ... ? Were there things to do?
MR. CARVER: Yeah. I started bowling at a very early age because I started setting pins at an early age.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Yeah.
MR. CARVER: And so I bowled a lot. That was the main thing I did 'cause I, it seemed like I would go to school and come home and bowl a little bit and then set pins and then go home and go to bed, get up, go to school ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.
MR. CARVER: So that was ... Bowling was my main thing in those days. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: And that continued on through, all the way through going to California. I bowled in scratch leagues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CARVER: It was a lot of fun, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand. The ... So ... You and your buddies that you, you explored a lot, I guess.
MR. CARVER: Oh, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Because ... Because you could just come and go as you please and nobody worried about you.

MR. CARVER: That's exactly right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh. Anything else you want to tell me about those early days of Oak Ridge that you can remember?
MR. CARVER: Well, guess main thing was when I turned about 15 I bought my, a little motorcycle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: I rode it around. That was great. And then, when I was 16, I bought a car. A '48 Ford.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CARVER: And I's about the only kid that age had a car in Oak Ridge. Most of the kids didn't have cars in those days. These days almost everybody at Oak Ridge High ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. CARVER: ... has a car, seems like.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: But when we were going to school, there were maybe one or two kids in school that had a car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: And most of them didn't drive even.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember when they opened the gates?
MR. CARVER: Oh, yeah, '49.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go, did you go to any of those activities that day, or ... ? Do you remember ... ? What do you remember about that?
MR. CARVER: I remember that -- you know, I hadn't thought about that much -- but I remember when they came and there was a cowboy, what was his name? 

MR. MCDANIEL: Rod ... ?
MR. CARVER: Rod Cameron.

MR. MCDANIEL: Rod Cameron.

MR. CARVER: Yeah, I remember him. He's riding his horses. I remember when he fell off the horse. (laughter) When he ... I think he was, had too much to drink and fell off his horse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. CARVER: Yeah, I saw that. And Marilyn, I think, Marilyn ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Marie, "The Body" McDonald.
MR. CARVER: That's right, Marie McDonald, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: Yeah, I went to those ... that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The parade, you probably went to the parade.
MR. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And did all that, so...
MR. CARVER: Yeah, that was great fun. And then, like I say, after that they started selling houses. My mother got involved in that and started buying up little hutments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CARVER: Yeah, and she'd bid like $10 and buy a whole bunch of 'em.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CARVER: And then she'd put an ad in the paper, she'd sell 'em for 25 bucks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: And so she bought a lot of those and sold a lot of 'em. Bought 'em for $10 and ... the highest bidder was the one that got the ... And she was the highest bidder most of the time at $10 a hut. Then she started buying flat tops, and started buying these TDUs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. CARVER: And they'd take 'em apart and put 'em on the trucks. She had a guy that did work for her out lives in Elder... Oliver Springs area, a trucker. And she'd sell the houses and he'd take 'em apart and take 'em to wherever they wanted to set it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: So she was ... She made a lot of money that way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. CARVER: So that was good income for her.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it was. Now was this after the ... was this after the ... ? This was after your father ... ? She and your father divorced?
MR. CARVER: Actually it was before that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it?
MR. CARVER: Yeah, it was still while I was in high school. In fact, she bought some property out in the Marlow area and put several houses on it from ... And she sold those, made lots out of it and sold them. And I did some of the electrical work. That's where I got started doing different kinds of work around houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: Electrical work, plumbing work, we even put in a pump before they had city water. They drilled a well, put in a pump and I hooked up the water pipes to the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: I was only about 15 years old at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh. My goodness. So what do you remember about high school? Do you remember any specific classes or teachers or any adults that, you know, you had an impact on you?

MR. CARVER: Well, I think I remember Mr. Grossman more than anybody seems like. He was the art teacher and he was really well-liked by everybody. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: He was not much older than we were. I think he just, I think it was his first job out of college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. CARVER: He was a nice young guy. I remember him very well. And, of course, my English teacher was Mrs. Sweet. And I remember Miss Isrealo.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was her name?
MR. CARVER: Isrealo. I remember she was one of the teachers there. And, of course, gym (laughter) gym. When we were ... When I was in junior high at Robertsville there was Nick ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Orlando.

MR. CARVER: Orlando.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: He was the coach there and we got along great. And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: He's kind of a legend in Oak Ridge.
MR. CARVER: Yeah, he is. Boy, he is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: People remember him.
MR. CARVER: Oh, I guess you've heard of him many times, huh?

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh. Yes.
MR. CARVER: He was a nice guy. 'Course I didn't go out for football or any other sports when I was in high school because I was always working doing something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MR. CARVER: And I guess I wanted the money more than I wanted the other. Like I say, had a car. I paid for it myself. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. I understand. I understand. So you graduated high school, you graduated Oak Ridge High School what year?
MR. CARVER: Fifty-two.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-two.
MR. CARVER: Went to the old Oak Ridge High in tenth, eleventh grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: And then the new high school was completed in late '51 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: For your senior year.
MR. CARVER: For our senior year. So we were the first class to grad... to go to school and graduate.

MR. MCDANIEL: And graduate.

MR. CARVER: From that school. Now, Class of '51 claim that they graduated from there (laughter) but they didn't go to school there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. CARVER: They only graduated from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: They only graduated there.

MR. CARVER: That's where they had their ceremony.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's where they had the ceremony. That's funny. Oh, man. So after high school you left, is that correct?
MR. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You left Oak Ridge.

MR. CARVER: Yeah, I got married and moved to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: We'll talk a little bit of that then come back to Oak Ridge.

MR. CARVER: Ok. I got married, moved to California, Los Angeles. Went to work with the telephone ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you marry someone from Oak Ridge?
MR. CARVER: I did. As a matter of fact, I married Helen McDougal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: We were in the same high school class. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: And we moved to L.A. I got, we both got a job at a telephone company there and then I was drafted in '54.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: Went to ... Interesting in a way: I went to Camp Gordon, Georgia, for training.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: Basic training and military police training.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: And why I say it's strange because after I completed military police training, they sent me to Killeen Base, Texas, which is a secret base ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What's it called?
MR. CARVER: Killeen Base.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Killeen Base.

MR. CARVER: It's in Killeen, Texas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Killeen, Texas, right.
MR. CARVER: Near Fort Hood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MR. CARVER: And we were told, anybody asks us, we were stationed at Fort Hood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. CARVER: It was a secret base, Killeen Base, at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: And we guarded the H-bombs, atom bombs, those kinds of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: And we had a rail head there where they shipped things off. Now this is ... '55.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: You'd think, you know, the war is over.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. CARVER: Why do you have A-bombs and H-bombs and things, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, the Cold War was starting and the US was building up its nuclear stockpile.
MR. CARVER: That was it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly what it was.
MR. CARVER: And so we... There was a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And they had to put 'em someplace. (laughter)

MR. CARVER: That was one of the places.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MR. CARVER: And then, right next to Killeen Base, was Gray Air Force Base and we guarded them while they were rail heading those ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. CARVER: ... bombs and things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: ... to the train. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: And then a plane wherever they took 'em from there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MR. CARVER: So that was our job there at Killeen Base.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me adjust your microphone real quick. I'm going to move it up just here. There we go.
MR. CARVER: Wasn't coming through or what?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, it's fine just under your arms there.

MR. CARVER: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. All right, so ... When you were in the service, you were in Texas.
MR. CARVER: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you got out of the service in ...?
MR. CARVER: Fifty-six.

MR. MCDANIEL: And went to work
MR. CARVER: Well, yeah. Went to work at a place called Burn's Detective Agency because of my military background. I was working at a gas station for a while, guy came up and saw me there. We got to talking and he was the head of Burn's Detective Agency and we got talking and he wanted me to go to work for him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: So I did. And at the same time I was going to UCLA.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: So I went to UCLA and I worked at Burn's Detective Agency ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CARVER: ... at night. 

MR. MCDANIEL: What kind of work did you do? Security ... ?
MR. CARVER: I guarded ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... type stuff?
MR. CARVER: Yeah, exactly right. I was a guard at, well one of the places was Disneyland.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: Another place was ... Well, their job was security for lots of different places ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: ... in Los Angeles and so I shipped around to different places.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. 

MR. CARVER: And, like I say, one of the places was Disneyland, was security there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Exactly.

MR. CARVER: That was interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, it says here on your file you eventually ended up owning your own communications company.
MR. CARVER: Right. That was in ... I retired from the telephone company in '84 and then... You know, they had split up the different companies and by that time you could own your own telephones, install your own telephones.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: So I went into business installing multiline telephones.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. CARVER: And I had my own business there for about 10 years. I finally retired from that 'cause it's just getting ... 'Course I retired when I was 50 years old from the telephone company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: So then, by the time I was 60, I was about ready...

MR. MCDANIEL: You were about ready to really retire.
MR. CARVER: Really retire. So I did. It's about '94, '95.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah. And then you end up coming to a high school reunion?
MR. CARVER: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: When was that?
MR. CARVER: In 2002, we had a 50 year high school reunion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. CARVER: And my wife had passed away in 2001.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CARVER: So I came to that by myself. And then, while I was there, I met Karen Reynolds, who I knew in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, yeah, sure.

MR. CARVER: And we did, like I say, I liked her really well in high school but I never had a chance to get close to her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: And at the, there I did, at the reunion. And then we started emailing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It just took 50 years to ask her out, didn't it?
MR. CARVER: Exactly. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So finally I came back in 2003 and we got married in May of, May 23, '03.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: And then we bought a house here in Oak Ridge and we're here now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Now had she been here? Or did she ...?
MR. CARVER: Yeah. She was an airline stewardess for a couple of years. And she got married. And then she got divorced in '85, I believe it was. Now, I came back to a reunion in '86 and we talked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CARVER: '86 and I talked to Karen in '86. Didn't know she was divorced.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CARVER: Of course, at that time I was married anyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. CARVER: Didn't matter. But we did talk. And then the next reunion I came to was the one in '02.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CARVER: And that's when we got together and, from there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... It's history. So you bought a house and are settled in Oak Ridge. Is that right?
MR. CARVER: We moved in -- she had a little complex, condo ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CARVER: ... on the west end of Oak Ridge. And then we lived there for a while and then we bought our own place on Gum Hollow which is a few blocks from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh yeah. Right, right, exactly.
MR. CARVER: And we're still there.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do y'all do now in Oak Ridge?
MR. CARVER: Nothing. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MR. CARVER: No, we just... just live every day best we can.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CARVER: And we were going to ... We belong to the 1940s ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Club.
MR. CARVER: Club in Oak Ridge. We went there. It dissolved this year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did it?
MR. CARVER: Yeah, we got a letter few weeks ago saying that due to lack of interest or people getting too old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Well, that's part of the problem, something like that. 

MR. CARVER: They just, they just dissolved it. So we were into that quite a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. Well, I'm going to interview your wife probably sometime next week and I'll get... I'll get her side of the story. We'll see if the two jive.
MR. CARVER: See how that jives, yeah. (laughter) Yeah, I'm sure it'll pretty well jive or ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure it will, I'm sure it will. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything other story or anything else you want to mention?
MR. CARVER: Well I can't think of anything particularly right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: You'll think of it when there ... when you leave.
MR. CARVER: Probably so.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok. Tell her to tell it. There you go, when I interview her.

MR. CARVER: Yeah, she said for me to be sure and tell you about me having a crush on her in the eighth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so is that ... ? There you go. That's exactly right. That's exactly right.

MR. CARVER: So ... (laughter) So I did do that. And it's true. But like I say, she was in a crowd where I couldn't get, I couldn't get in there, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: She was in the popular crowd, is that right?
MR. CARVER: Yeah. She was. Very pretty girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Well thank you so much, John. I appreciate you taking time to talk with me and tell us a little bit about your life and the early days of Oak Ridge.

MR. CARVER: Ok. Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
[End of Interview]
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