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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is December 19, 2014 and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Jim Campbell. Jim is the president of the East Tennessee Economic Council, more commonly known as ETEC and Jim, thanks for taking time to talk with us.
MR. CAMPBELL: I'm looking forward to it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I want to learn a little bit about your background and your history and we'll get you to Oak Ridge eventually. But why don't you tell me about where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. CAMPBELL: I actually grew up in Maryville, just across the river here, and spent most of my early years there and then went to New Jersey for a little while before moving back to Maryville and went to high school and then to Maryville College.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. CAMPBELL: To get my undergraduate degree and went, then, to the University of Oregon to get my graduate degree.

MR. MCDANIEL: What were your degrees in?
MR. CAMPBELL: Both in history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: Graduated with degrees in economic history, European economic history and ... and was living in a little shack in Walland, Tennessee, that my granddaddy owned waiting to see if I could get a job when I got a phone call from The Oak Ridger, from a friend who was working over here saying that they needed a writer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: And could I come over and meet with Dick Smyser and Tom Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what year was that?
MR. CAMPBELL: 1982.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was ... So, '82. What, now, what year did you graduate high school?
MR. CAMPBELL: 1975.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All Right. So you're ... You're a young man, compared to many of these interviews. I can say that because that's the same year I graduated high school. (laughter)

MR. CAMPBELL: I appreciate that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely. So you ... So you got a call from ... What, let me ask you this, you know, you're ... you're degrees were in history, what ... ? Did you have an idea of what you really wanted to do? I mean, did you want to teach? Did you ...?
MR. CAMPBELL: I'd decided not to teach ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. CAMPBELL: ...in grad school, in that process, and was looking at careers in government service and other opportunities that were coming around. In fact, I'd applied for a job with the government and was, while I was living in Walland.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And was waiting for the appropriate clearances and and job checks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And I needed to eat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Which is how I ended up at The Oak Ridger was, they were going to pay me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So Dick Smyser called and you went to The Oak Ridger and, now what year did you say that was?

MR. CAMPBELL: 1982.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1982.
MR. CAMPBELL: And I ended up staying.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, tell me about your time at The Oak Ridger. What did you start out and what did you end up doing?

MR. CAMPBELL: Well, I started mostly in sports, doing Oak Ridge High athletics and that kind of thing but also general assignment stuff and gradually, as you know, in small newspapers, you kind of move into those slots that you feel comfortable and I went over to the news side and ended up as the managing editor, I guess, is the appropriate term and then after Dick retired and after some other things happened, I was editor there beginning in, I think, in 1988 or '89 time frame.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you weren't there very long when you ended up being the editor of the paper. A few years, I mean, it wasn't really ...
MR. CAMPBELL: It seemed pretty fast. (laughter) And did that for about four years. Had the distinct pleasure during those days, the newspaper industry was changing then, as it is to this day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And we got sold a couple of times while I was there. Maybe three or four, actually. And that was a real learning experience, but the newspaper gave me a window into this community that was fun and exciting. This town, I remember at one point there I got a job offer with one of the chains that had bought us to go be an assistant publisher at a newspaper up in Nebraska and I spent a week up there kind of looking at the community, looking at the paper and, it was a great little newspaper in the middle of Nebraska. Their big news was the water table and its rise and fall. And we were covering a visit the first President George Bush, 41, who was in Oak Ridge to announce the opening of a new factory and a new research facility.

MR. MCDANIEL: So there was ...
MR. CAMPBELL: So there was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a little more going on in Oak Ridge than in the middle of Nebraska.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah. It was just a night and day difference and I turned that job down and stayed here and I'm ... I haven't regretted that ever.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the ...? What was it like working with Dick? I mean, I interviewed Dick years and years ago, but, what was it like. I mean, he's kind of a ... kind of a local legend.

MR. CAMPBELL: And he was more than a legend, he was probably one of the greatest newspaper men of his era and I really believe that. Even though his platform, the circulation of The Oak Ridger, was small, Dick never thought of it as small. He did it right and he did it different and he taught -- The Oak Ridger in those days was a teaching newspaper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: We hired people right out of journalism schools. We knew that they weren't going to stay long because they were really talented people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And Dick did his best, I think, to train a whole generation of really good newspaper people and writers that, as you know, have gone around the nation doing different ... different jobs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that intentional? I mean, was that really his intention?

MR. CAMPBELL: I think that between him and Tom Hill, I do believe it was. I mean, we had a relationship with the Northwestern School of Journalism, for example, where one of their graduate students would actually work for us for each semester doing stories on energy and science news, and papers the size of The Oak Ridger never had that kind of coverage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Our reporters would get additional training. We had science writers that would be trained at MIT or in other places. We had good young people and it was a busy exciting place to be in those days. And the stories were world shaking because that's what Oak Ridge does.

MR. MCDANIEL: And also the '80s, there were a lot of ... there was a lot of news, I mean, there were a lot of things happening in the community.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, if you look back on those days, you had, you know, the closure of the K-25 site happened in 1984 and there was some hope that we would reinvent the uranium enrichment business and create a new factory there. Something, in fact, we're still working on today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: There was the breaking news about environmental issues and legacies from the Cold War that were becoming front burner issues in the 1980s. We had field hearings here on environmental issues related to ... to the Manhattan Project and beyond.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And you also had ... Joe LaGrone was new in that area and he kind of brought that to the forefront for DOE in Oak Ridge, too.

MR. CAMPBELL: And Al Gore played a role nationally, you know, then as a senator in the congressional hearings here on that subject. It was a challenging time for the community in dealing with that legacy of the Cold War. Also a time when, really, the science component of Oak Ridge kind of waned for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: It's come back strong, as you know, now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... you know, but it was also at the height of the Cold War.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. CAMPBELL: The Reagan years which ended in the demise of the Soviet Union. A lot of interesting geopolitical things all centered around this community and the work we do here in science and national security, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was ... And the newspaper, I mean, was just right in the thick, in the middle of it.
MR. CAMPBELL: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You, know, so ... The Oak Ridger.

MR. CAMPBELL: And it was very personal as well. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: One of the things I remember about the newspaper in those days was the care we took to write obituaries.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. CAMPBELL: The obituary desk was probably the most important desk in the newspaper because no one died in Oak Ridge in the early years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: If you think about the demographic of young people that came here for the Manhattan Project, that stayed here for the growth of the Lab in the '50s, it was very rare for someone to die in Oak Ridge in the '50s and '60s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because they were young. I mean, most of the population was very young.

MR. CAMPBELL: So we took special care to make sure their life was remembered correctly. And I was thinking about that today because a friend just passed away and now, the way newspapers treat that is entirely different and not good, I don't think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: I thought honoring a person as they passed is a very personal thing, a very important thing and really did help build a sense of community that Oak Ridge had in those early days. And I give Dick and Tom Hill a lot of credit for building that community and the rest of that staff there because that was a great group of people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Anyway, I had a lot of fun doing that. Always in trouble, always stirring the pot some way or other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And Dick was demanding. Dick wrote notes to every reporter every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. CAMPBELL: Every night, after people had left for the day or gone out on assignment, he would take that day's story and critique it and say, 'Next time you do this, ask this question, ask this question. Why ... follow up on this story by calling this person?' And he would do it on -- he was an ecologist before they were -- on scraps of newsprint he recycled and ran through his Selectric typewriter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: And then he'd rip then off so that it would be just a little slip of paper on your desk and some mornings you'd come in and there'd be 10 slips of paper on your desk...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: …of things that he wanted you to follow up on. Interesting man and really a great journalist. President of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, which, I think, the only small town paper ever to hold that honor. He was the person that asked Richard Nixon the question that ended up with the response, "I am not a crook."

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah. Dick just had a fascinating career. He had gotten invited to the White House press briefing that day for some reason.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And got to ask a question and the president rambled and rambled and rambled and finally ended up saying, "I am not a crook."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that...? I had no idea.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I had no idea.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, I would imagine that he, you know, he was obviously well respected among his peers but he was also probably well respected or at least well known amongst the political figures, especially in Tennessee and the region.

MR. CAMPBELL: Dick didn't do politics that much. That was Tom Hill's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it? Ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... thing and Tom obviously a Democrat, obviously a really close friend of Gene Joyce, still is to some extent, active. His family certainly is active in politics. They're not here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... anymore, but Dick played it pretty straight as far as the news coverage of the paper went.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ... even in the '80s, which is, to us, not that long ago, it was yesterday, almost, you know, things were so completely different than they are now. I mean, in the ... in the journalism business, not just newspapers, but whether it's print or electronic journalism, it's different, isn't it?

MR. CAMPBELL: It is. I don't think it's better. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: It's faster, maybe, it's more reactive. I think what's still important to this day is the content and the accuracy of the news as it breaks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: We had an incident in town here this week where the news broke before we knew what it was and so reporting on it was just kind of convoluted, if you watched it in real time. Where if you just sat back and spent a day with the news cycle, you could have gotten it right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: From the beginning. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And yet, because of multi-media and internet and those kinds of things, the response had to be so fast that the story wasn't told well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And I think ... I think I miss that a little bit. I miss the days where, you know, you could work through the answers to a story and all the questions that come up before the next deadline. But deadlines are always there.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had ... You had hours ...

MR. CAMPBELL: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... to figure it out whereas, with electronic media now, it's, I mean, something happens, you have minutes.
MR. CAMPBELL: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, or the ... the powers that be expect you to have minutes and not take hours. So ...
MR. CAMPBELL: And I do think sometimes that's not good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Ok, so you were at The Oak Ridger and you ... 'til, what'd you say, '89, or, no ...

MR. CAMPBELL: No, I was editor in '89. I left in 1994.

MR. MCDANIEL: In '94, so you left in '94 and where did you go at that point?

MR. CAMPBELL: Took six months off ... well, didn't take it off, I worked with Don Trauger on his memoir after his 55 year career at Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: I did some work with the University of Tennessee's Center for Environmental Research, ERC, as it was known in those days. And did some other journalism, magazine, academic editing, writing, different projects for different folks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And joined the East Tennessee Economic Council in spring of 1995.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So in '95. So tell me about ETEC. Tell me, what is it and what does it do and what do you do and ...
MR. CAMPBELL: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And a little bit about the history of it.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, and so, this organization's really about Oak Ridge and it really did start long before it was formally organized. But in the ... It was formally organized, actually, in 19- ... beginning in 1970 and actually chartered for the first time in 1973 as the Roane Anderson Economic Council.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And it was designed ... well, pause for a second and look at what was happening in Oak Ridge in 1970. The city was 10 years old. It had no industrial base except for a small little company called ORTEC which made a few instruments and maybe a few other industries, but nothing big.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Its entire tax base was the Department of Energy facilities behind the fence.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: All of which was controlled by an organization called the Atomic Energy Commission which was a semi-autonomous government agency that had been, you know, kind of guided the nuclear mission of the nation since 1946.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: In 1970, Congress decided to abolish the Atomic Energy Commission and divide it into several different organizations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: One of which was the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. One of which was then known as the Energy Research and Development Administration or ERDA.

MR. MCDANIEL: ERDA.

MR. CAMPBELL: And there was some confusion at that point about what the missions of a place like Oak Ridge would look like at the end of that period. So, you have a city that is wholly dependent upon the missions of the Atomic Energy Commission and a ... and a agency that's going out of business. And out of that a group formed, first privately, and they were leaders of the business community. Tom Hill was one of them. Gene Joyce, who was an attorney, Don Maxwell, who was president of the Bank of Oak Ridge, got together --  Ben Adams, who was a local architect, others were involved in that -- and they got together with their counterparts at the ... in the federal arena and in the contractor world, then Union Carbide and AEC people, and they said, "How can we help each other?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: They had some ... a series of breakfast meetings at the Old Alexander Inn, now, and decided that they should form an organization in 1973 to do two things: One, support the missions of the federal government in Oak Ridge. Help the federal organizations compete for the missions and maintain the existing missions and find resources to pay for those things. Some of the lobbying work, in other words. And two, that those organizations would help the City of Oak Ridge, the contracting community at large would help the City of Oak Ridge and the region around it create an economy around those federal organizations. (coughs) That's what it was formed to do and that's what we do today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: Same mission exactly. And we've morphed several times over the years (coughs) Excuse me, Keith.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: You know, we've changed our name to become more regional ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you need some water? Do you want me to get you a water or something? Are you ok?

MR. CAMPBELL: I'm ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, over the years, we've changed a couple of times but for the most part, the mission has remained intact. How we do that mission has changed a little bit over the years and how we ... (coughs) Excuse me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: Our organizational structure is different. But, in fact, the original leadership team stayed in place 'til about 1990.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: And it was only then that Gene and Tom and some of the others kind of morphed it into what it is today. And actually, when I came in, it was a time of rebuilding, if you will, of that. We didn't really have a whole lot of things going on prior to that. And you also had some new opportunities that came about in the 1990s with what, I will suggest, is peace dividend at the end of the Cold War.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Communities like Oak Ridge all around the nation in 1990, '92, '94 time period that had supported the Department of Energy, and the AEC in its missions historically, were facing a huge challenge because, simply put, the nation didn't need this huge industrial infrastructure to support the Cold War efforts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And especially in Oak Ridge, I mean, because that's what Oak Ridge had been doing for 30 years.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know.
MR. CAMPBELL: So, in 1992, the Department of Energy, nationwide, had about 180,000 employees.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And the leadership in DOE reduced, saw a need to reduce that by about, to about 100,000 people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: So you're taking 80,000 people out of communities like Oak Ridge, which were isolated from the regional economy, which were small towns and you were going to create these kinds of stressors. So the Clinton administration, at that time, put aside some funding that communities could apply for grants to help them diversify their economy, to retrain their work force for new missions ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... to create new opportunities and ETEC working with organizations like Technology 20/20, the Community Re-use Organization of East Tennessee and others began to use, apply for those grants and use them to try to build a stronger economy regionally. And we've seen a lot of good results from that over the past 20 something years now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: In different ways, and, lo and behold, we were able to retain and grow some of our missions at the same time, so you've seen a rebirth in the Laboratory over those years. Right now, we're seeing the reconstruction of the Y-12 plant. We have cleaned up, for the most part, the K-25 site and are, hopefully, are going to find new industrial purposes for that land in the near future, so the results of the  last ... of that effort that began, really, in 1992 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Are really now coming to fruition, aren't they?
MR. CAMPBELL: We're beginning to see them in a whole lot of different ways right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was ETEC, was it a public entity or a private entity?
MR. CAMPBELL: It was a, it's chartered as a 50C(6) organization, so it's a not-for-profit.

MR. MCDANIEL: But it's ... That's kind of a governmental not-for-profit, isn't it?
MR. CAMPBELL: It's more like a trade association, educational, and we still have that charter today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Today, we're operated by a 36 member board of directors that come from all over East Tennessee and, you know, some really talented people that bring a whole lot of new ideas to the table every day, so that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, all I know is, on Friday morning, if you're anybody in Oak Ridge, you know where you need to be: At your ETEC, weekly ETEC meetings. Right?
MR. CAMPBELL: And that's the tradition that started it in 1970 at the Alexander Inn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? The breakfast?

MR. CAMPBELL: Was the breakfast on Friday morning. And it started that way because, as you know, when people get to work in Oak Ridge behind a fence, it takes some effort to get them out and back in the community so a breakfast meeting was a really good time to gather the leadership of the community, of the business community and the federal community together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... How does that differ, what you do ...? I know it's a very unique and specific thing, but how does that differ from what the Chamber does or is there some overlap?
MR. CAMPBELL: Well, we work together. The Chamber, obviously, has a more diverse base of companies that it works with, a lot more retail, lot more residential things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Our mission is really focused on federal issues related to the area behind our fences.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And the industries that might work with those organizations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Technology transfer industries, things such as that?
MR. CAMPBELL: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I would imagine.

MR. CAMPBELL: So, when a young man like Jay Rogers comes to Oak Ridge and says, "I'd like to print a car. Can you help me do that?" those are the kind of companies that we like to work with and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see.

MR. CAMPBELL: And others, big and small.

MR. MCDANIEL: What ... What, other than that time when DOE decided to, basically, reduce their work force by almost half, what have been some of the other big challenges that you've seen for Oak Ridge that, you know, over the years?

MR. CAMPBELL: I think one of them, clearly, is the environmental legacy of the Cold War. You know, there've been, at various times, different interpretations of how that impacted our community. We've had folks say that ... that it had medical consequences and there are ... there were some people that had medical consequences. We've had other environmental issues. That's been a real thing to deal with, particularly as we look at growing our retail base and growing our housing base in the town. How to explain that to someone that hasn't lived here? That is a very difficult thing to do and I think we've gotten much better at doing that. We're doing a much better job now of getting the clean-up work done to standards that are approved by the State of Tennessee, the Environmental Protection Agency and the local community. All of whom have a role in making sure that gets done right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: But really, understanding how that plays out in the give and take, you know, of community life has been a challenge and I think we've dealt with it as well as we can. Being dropped into this part of the world as a community in 1942 has also been an on-going challenge. As you know, I grew up in Maryville, right across the river, and never really came to Oak Ridge as a child except, maybe, on a field trip to the museum or to play baseball or sports.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And ... and there was always a sense in East Tennessee that the folks in Oak Ridge were different.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And, in fact, they were right. Folks in Oak Ridge were different.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were.

MR. CAMPBELL: And making that cultural shift so that ... there's more homogeneity in the people who are native East Tennesseans, that grew up in Maryville, that grew up in Oliver Springs, really appreciate and take advantage of what we have here in town. And, when I moved here in 1982, as an example, there was no four lane road in or out of Oak Ridge in any direction.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: To get to Oak Ridge, you had to wait in a traffic jam and wander around to, through a two lane road to get here in any direction. Pellissippi Parkway didn't exist. For me to drive from my house in Oak Ridge to where my parents lived in Maryville was probably an hour and a half drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. CAMPBELL: Now, it's about a 35 minute drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: It's just a huge change in integrating Oak Ridge into the region and you're seeing that, I think, in very good ways right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: Do you want to talk about the creative community?
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Which you appreciate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MR. CAMPBELL: So one of the things that's different about Oak Ridge, and one of the things I continue to work on right now is, we're a center of innovation. What we did here in the Manhattan Project was brand new. The things that derived out of that were brand new. We've always been on the cutting edge. There's a community development group or trend that talks about the best communities of the future are those communities that are creative and that welcome creative people. Something you'd like, I'm sure, Keith.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I feel welcome ... in Oak Ridge. (laughter) Generally speaking.

MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah. And what happened in 1942 and thereafter in Oak Ridge was a group of really creative people got together to do special things in their work places. But they didn't end there. They created the first orchestra in the state of Tennessee, a great Playhouse, great school systems, great health care systems, all the key kind of things that make a community exceptional. And ... and the founders of Oak Ridge, the people who worked from 1948 to 1960 to create a new city in Tennessee, were really exceptionally creative people. And the people that are coming here today to work on the world's fastest computer or the best neutron source in the world, are those same kind of creative people. And it's empowering them and enabling them to be successful that what this community is and has been about since day one and I don't ... I don't know that we brag about that as much as we should but the stories ... I've been working a good bit on nuclear medicine and the advent of this whole new technology, which

really generated out of the Graphite Reactor at the ORNL site, because, for the first time in history, we could create materials in the volume enough to be able to send them to universities and other research organizations and hospitals to test these therapies against positive outcomes in medicine. And a whole industry has grown up around that. If you look at just that industry alone -- just in the six or seven counties around Oak Ridge -- that's probably a $5 billion industry in East Tennessee today ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... that would not be here if it weren't for the Graphite Reactor and the brilliant people that came here to operate that. And that story is one of those stories that we need to tell more often and, hopefully, I'll have some time in my coming years to tell some of the stories.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, Alvin Weinberg said, when asked, you know, on several occasions, asked, “What do you think the greatest gift Oak Ridge has given mankind?” He said, he said, “The development of medical radioisotopes.” You know.
MR. CAMPBELL: A gentleman named Waldo Cohn published an article in 1946 saying, “I can make these 60 different isotopes.” Don't know what they're good for but if you want to, if you want to come get some of them and create some, do some research projects around them, the Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studies created a division, hired a guy named Marshall Proust -- I'm probably saying his name wrong -- who ... excuse me, Marshall Prusser and Marshall was one of the most unique writers, if nothing else, I never met him, he was gone by the time I'd get here, had gotten here, but he founded the American Medical Nuclear Society.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: Or the American Society of Nuclear Medicine. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Waldo, Waldo Cohn ...
MR. CAMPBELL: Started the…
MR. MCDANIEL: ... started the Oak Ridge orchestra and was the director of it for a long time.

MR. CAMPBELL: Oh, a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, until ... 'til his death in 1999.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was one of those creative folks that you were talking about.

MR. CAMPBELL: Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: A good representation.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah. And Waldo was interesting because, I guess, by the time he died, he was about 90 then, not too many -- he had been inactive for a while and there'd been a lot of change in the community and Dick Smyser was gone and a lot of the folks that knew him in his prime, so his death didn't get noticed very much locally but I was doing some background work on his life and pulled up an obit that ran in Edinburgh, Scotland, about his life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: He was world renowned and probably not as appreciated here in his own ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, it's like they say, a prophet is without honor in his own land. (laughter)

MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A lot of times.
MR. CAMPBELL: And, anyway, that was an interesting group of people, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, well, good. What do you see, I mean, some of the big challenges, some of the big challenges and opportunities for Oak Ridge and specifically through the kind of work that ETEC does?
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah ... Well, always we live in a more and more competitive world and a more and more global world. And maintaining those global connections, maintaining our competitive edge in science, making sure that our work in national security programs stays right on, stays on the cutting edge is important. And then finding those new opportunities to bring industry into contact with that cutting edge research.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And taking advantage of those opportunities. And we've got some great projects that we're working on specifically around material science, computational information science ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... security programs and as long as we are well organized and keep competing, I think we'll be in good shape for years to come.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, there's been a lot of... a lot of discussion about, and a lot of opinions, obviously Oak Ridge, I've always said, you know, Oak Ridge, everybody in Oak Ridge has an opinion and they usually have two or three about the same thing. So, a lot of smart people but a lot of that that comes with opinions. About the role of Oak Ridge's legacy, historical legacy and its scientific future, how do you feel ... ? How can those two get along?
MR. CAMPBELL: Oh, I think they're hand in hand. I was actually just on the phone with the director of the museum before I came over here, the American Museum of Science and Energy, and the story of Oak Ridge is one that -- and the whole Manhattan Project -- is nationally important, is internationally important. It, as we've worked on legislation to create a national historic site honoring that with the National Park Service ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Which just got ... which is waiting on the President's signature now.
MR. CAMPBELL: I know, cross your fingers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. CAMPBELL: I mean, when we worked on that, obviously the Japanese have some thoughts on this subject and they have contributed to the dialog on that and that's important that we do that. But telling the story of our history, particularly of the creativity and the risk-taking that our nation did to get us, you know, secure and to help win a war, and end a war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And then, using that to do all kinds of new and important things in medicine, in energy, in a thousand other kind of commercial opportunities that have derived out of the research here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: It's a terribly interesting story and a terribly fascinating ... there's a fascinating future to that story when you look at, you know, What does being the home of the world's fastest computer mean to a community? Well, it means we bring a lot of smart people here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... to write code and to think about climate change and environmental issues that are too big to think about with just a few of us sitting around a table talking.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MR. CAMPBELL: And we're bringing that kind of talent to our community on a daily basis from around the world and that's terribly important. And having a place to tell the history and to tell the future and to excite the next generation of kids to take careers in these places is really important.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because what Oak Ridge does today is directly related to what it did in 1942, 1943, and '44. I mean, if you look at it. It's the ... Its historical legacy of innovation is the foundation upon which its current legacy of innovation will be, in my opinion.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I kind of relate that to Oak Ridge and what happened ... what came out of the Manhattan Project, kind of like NASA, you know, the NASA program. You know, so many things came out of, you know, the NASA program that we use every day, you know, so many technologies came out of that, that were developed for that.
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MR. CAMPBELL: Well, yeah, I just finished, this summer, reading the biography of Chet Holifield, who no one's ever heard of. Congressman from ... a congressman from a suburb of Los Angeles, California, who was elected to Congress right before World War II started, in, I think, 1938, I think he's first elected to Congress.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And while he was there he was on the Armed ... during his early years in Congress, he got himself on the Armed Services Committee and he figured out, and remember, some of this is a biography so some of it was written in hindsight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: His biographer says he figured out that something was happening around a secret project and he wanted to know about it. And he positioned himself so that in the days after the atomic bomb was dropped, he was, became a part of the committee in Congress that organized to manage this enterprise.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And from, essentially, 1945 until he retired from Congress in '74, he was a member of the AEC management committee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Yes.
MR. CAMPBELL: Which was a very powerful organization. And his thing was taking nuclear energy, or taking the atom, and making it accessible for, you know, energy purposes. And a big proponent of nuclear power and creating incentives in Congress to build power supplies in that, you know, business. Probably his work alone was more responsible for what? Twenty-five to 30 percent of the nation's energy source today ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... is nuclear power. And it was his work that did that. Fascinating biography. The reason I read that biography, 'cause I was trying to understand who got these muddy boots. Our organization gives out a thing called a Muddy Boot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And we do that once a year or so, maybe several times a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: To specific people and Chet Holifield had a Muddy Boot and I was trying to figure out why he got a Muddy Boot. And one of the first Muddy Boots, we actually have pictures of him receiving it and other things in our files.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And the story is that in 1974, when he retired from Congress, his colleagues in the House of Representatives wanted to honor him and they decided that they would rename Oak Ridge National Laboratory the Holifield National Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. CAMPBELL: And for nine months, or some period of time about that, ORNL was officially known as the Holifield National Laboratory. Herman Postma, who was the Lab Director at that time, refused to accept that name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. CAMPBELL: And, in fact, if you see a piece of stationary, you should get a piece of that stationary.

MR. MCDANIEL: He never used it, did he?
MR. CAMPBELL: Well, actually, he did use it because on official things he had to use it but it says, Oak Ridge National Laboratory on the top and on the footnote, way down in small print on the bottom of it, it says Holifield National Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CAMPBELL: And, as part of the effort to change the name back to Oak Ridge National Laboratory officially, the East Tennessee Economic Council, then the Roane-Anderson Economic Council, asked former Congressman Holifield to come to Oak Ridge and get a Muddy Boot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? 

MR. CAMPBELL: And that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was ...
MR. CAMPBELL: That was his prize for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was the prize. (laughter)

MR. CAMPBELL: Anyway, that's an interesting story. But our Muddy Boot stories are fascinating. In fact, we've, over the years, given out 75 or so awards, two more just last week. And some day, it would be an awesome thing to do is to catalog each one of those person's life in some way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, absolutely.

MR. CAMPBELL: Because these people come from everywhere, they did amazing things. George Jasny who's passed now, but who single-handedly almost prevented the only nuclear criticality accident in Oak Ridge history from getting worse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. CAMPBELL: And he received a Boot. Not just for that but for a thousand other little things he did over his career. Fascinating list of people, Ed Keene, who brought Bechtel to Oak Ridge. And ... Oh, excuse me, Boeing to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Boeing. Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And helped build a whole factory there that supported the airline industry for a number of years, now being used for other purposes. But just a great group of people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why the Muddy Boot? Why call it the Muddy Boot?
MR. CAMPBELL: Muddy Boot was created actually back in the '70s to honor those people who, like the folks in the Manhattan era, worked through adverse conditions to achieve success. And, as you see, the story of the streets of Oak Ridge flooded with mud during the construction days ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... in the 1940s, so we still have that boot today. The Boot itself, interestingly, has an interesting evolution. When they were trying to find an actual thing to give to people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... Tom Hill and Don Maxwell were at a, the Rebel Corner, I think it was, in Gatlinburg ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MR. CAMPBELL: ... which Keith remembers. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I remember Rebel Corner.

MR. CAMPBELL: And they found a ... a pipe holder literally shaped like a Muddy Boot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: And they took that device and they kind of cloned it into an award that they hand made for a while. And when I got there, they'd made enough of them to give out -- I think there were 50 or so -- and when I got there, there were only three left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And I had to find a new source for these things and a new way to make the metal. We actually got them cast at a local foundry out of a special bronze and had Tom Hill and the original guys come back and make sure we did it the right way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. CAMPBELL: So, now I have a couple hundred of them stashed away. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you go. There you go. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything else you want to mention?
MR. CAMPBELL: I do want to talk about the international part of Oak Ridge. And it's been a part of my career here in a thousand different ways. It's also been a part of my family's life so, I think, that's the real difference between what would it ... what my life would have been like if I'd never been in Oak Ridge and being here. All three of my kids participated in the middle school exchange program with Naka, Japan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: So they all, before they got out of high school, they understood the importance of science and technology and the interactions in a global community. I've been part of the Oak Ridge Sister City support organization, mostly focusing on the Russian side of that activity which was led by Ken Luckmann and Herman Postma, some of our Y-12 leadership that's working in the non-proliferation world, and had a chance to go to Russia twice to work with Sister Cities with our counterparts there both in my newspaper role and in my current role with the East Tennessee Economic Council and that's been a fascinating experience. I remember in 19- ... early 1990 when we'd just started working with Obninsk, Russia, the editor of one of their newspapers came and job-shadowed me at The Oak Ridger for a week. A woman, didn't speak any English at all, so we had a translator which was kind of an odd thing to have going on in a busy newsroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Where we were making fast decisions and we were having to slow down and translate things. Wonderful woman. While she was here, during that week, her publisher was assassinated in, back in ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. CAMPBELL: Because of an editorial she had written that had upset a certain faction and it really shook her to the core.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MR. CAMPBELL: We understand, and we take for granted here, free speech.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And they were just learning that in Russia at that time and that was a really remarkable time for both her and me because I was able to do some things that she could never get away with and I never even thought about why we were able to do what we were able to do and it really made you think some in that regard. And then, the second part of that is in my current role, I've been able to try to do some business-to-business kind of interactions between folks in the former Soviet Union and Oak Ridge businesses and we've had fits and starts in that. A lot of good dialogs. We've helped, if you look at the work Pete Craven, Ken Luckmann and Dave Coffey and Herman Postma and some of those people have done over the years really, really solid relationships have been built through that program and as the world progresses and times change, those relationships are very important.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Even if you look at current events, and you think about that. Ken Luckmann is an example: Started the first private medical practice in the city of Obninsk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, and helped them equip it and, while Ken and I were over there on one of our trips there, we went on a walking tour through this doctor's office and in the front, it was a fairly new building, in the front, they'd had some equipment they had purchased from, you know, top-of-the-line medical suppliers, stuff you would see in an American doctor's office.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: Then they took me to the back where they used the traditional Russian methods of medicine and I was scared to death. (laughter) They still had leeches in the back room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CAMPBELL: And they had other kinds of devices that were different and many, many of their medical practices were evolving so their clientele were used to the traditional ways of cure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: And they didn't want to use this new equipment even though it had better results and better outcomes. So it was interesting to watch Russia transforming itself during that time from the former Soviet Union to what it is today. And there's a lot of folks in Oak Ridge that are still doing that give and take even though it's very difficult now, it's more difficult now to do. But even two years ago, Jim Roberto and his team at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory partnered with Russian laboratories to create element 117 which is a remarkable thing whenever you -- you create a new element, you've done something with your career and we couldn't have done that without a collaboration between folks in Oak Ridge, folks at other research institutions in the United States and Russian laboratories which had the equipment to do this project.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. CAMPBELL: And that's been pretty cool, that whole international flavor of this community is something I really appreciate and the newspaper started it but it continues to this day.

MR. MCDANIEL: The one thing you mentioned about your kids, and we'll just kind of wrap things up with this, is your, you know, your family growing up in Oak Ridge. Was it, I'm sure, a  -- how shall I put that -- a unique opportunity that's not afforded to a lot of people.

MR. CAMPBELL: Yeah, I remember when my daughter was 12 and she knew she wanted to -- my eldest daughter who's now in her, almost 30 -- she wanted to go on this trip to Japan and folks knew about that, some of our family friends, and Herman Postma who was past director of the National Lab at that point was retired from Lockheed-Martin corporation, needed some help on a community project and he called up my daughter one day and said, "I'll red team your proposal to go to Japan if you'll help me do this project."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. CAMPBELL: And the project was the Oak Ridge Friendship Bell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. CAMPBELL: And ... if you remember when the Friendship Bell was first brought to Oak Ridge, it was, there were folks that didn't want it to be rung.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And Herman wanted it to be rung ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... and he couldn't get enough votes on city council to pass a resolution to that effect. So, he asked my daughter, who was 12, 13 at that point in time, to go before city council and propose a resolution to open the bell so her friends in Japan and, at that point we had some friends in Germany, could come and ring the bell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. CAMPBELL: And she did and Herman ended up red teaming her proposal and she went to Japan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And then became an engineer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. CAMPBELL: But having the kinds of people just as your neighbors that can reach out and touch your kids in a very positive way -- and Herman's kind of an exceptional example -- but there are hundreds of other examples of world class metallurgists who sit next to you at church ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: ... or that are on the United Way fundraising committee, a computer science that has a piece of a Nobel prize for gold counter change research serving you pancakes at a fundraiser for the Contact of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: It's just what Oak Ridge is and it's a great community and it's been a, it's been an outstanding place to raise a family, no question about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well, Jim, thank you. Thank you for taking time to talk about your life and talk about the work that you do and some of the important aspects of Oak Ridge and ETEC and what I call the local brain trust, you know, so ...

MR. CAMPBELL: Well, we have fun and we try to do what's doable and compete.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: I didn't ... I grew up in a sports family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. CAMPBELL: And we played games all the time and the object was to win.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. CAMPBELL: That's what, we've got the capability and the talent and the resources to win on a whole bunch of fronts and that's what we try to do with ETEC right now is have fun, play hard, win as many as we can.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, thank you very much. I appreciate it.

MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Keith.

[End of Interview]
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