ORAL HISTORY OF LINDA BROWN
Interviewed by Keith McDaniel
April 9, 2015
MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is April 9, 2015, and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Linda Brown. Linda, thank you for taking time to come talk with us.

MS. BROWN: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start at the beginning. Tell me about where you were born and raised and something about your family.
MS. BROWN: Ok. I was born in Casey ... well, born in Michigan while my dad was in the Navy in 1942 and then we moved back after the war to Casey, Illinois, where he and my mother built a small airport.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MS. BROWN: So, I lived on the airport until we were, I guess, probably in junior high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Where... Casey, Illinois? Where was that?

MS. BROWN: Well, it's right between Interstate 40 and Interstate 70 right now. The runways run right between the two highways as it crosses the country. It's now Casey Municipal Airport. My mother and daddy ran it until his death in '67.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. BROWN: He taught flying on the G.I. Bill and Mother was his bookkeeper and ran the show, really, behind the scenes in the way mothers do sometimes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MS. BROWN: But three, I have a brother and a sister, I'm the eldest, and went to Casey High School, all the high school, all the schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you lived at the airport?

MS. BROWN: For the first eight or nine years of my life, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: And we had a little tiny two-bedroom house that Daddy built and in the summer time, we'd lay under the wing of an airplane to stay cool, because we didn't have any air conditioning back then, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: A wonderful, fun time growing up. And even though we didn't have any money because Daddy taught flying on G.I. Bill. Mother didn't work any other job, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And then my grandparents on Daddy's side, my grandfather raced and raised harness horses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MS. BROWN: And raced in the county fairs around home so I had a lovely childhood. I had horses to play with and airplanes to ride in, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Great place to grow up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MS. BROWN: Farm community of about 2,500 people. My brother's now, still, a crop duster. Daddy finished his career as a crop duster with the airplanes and my brother's carried that on, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So you went to Casey High School.
MS. BROWN: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Graduated from there.
MS. BROWN: In 1960.

MR. MCDANIEL: Nineteen-sixty.
MS. BROWN: Long time ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Eh, it wasn't that long ago. You know, the older I get, the ... It's not that long ago, you know. (laughter)

MS. BROWN: It's not very long ago, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you graduated from there in 1960. Did you know what you wanted to do after high school?

MS. BROWN: Well, the only thing I really knew, being in a small town with a lot less opportunities a lot of bigger cities would have, I knew it would be a teacher or a nurse or a secretary and I was very, very good with my skills in secretarial work. So I passed a GS3 exam and got a job at Southern Illinois University right after high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MS. BROWN: Left home at 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: Scared to death.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you think about going to college or did you just ... ?

MS. BROWN: Didn't have money for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MS. BROWN: And didn't know much about scholarships and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MS. BROWN: As I've lived here I've learned a whole lot about the opportunities for young people, but did very well and met my husband in, well, we went to the same high school. Why, he went away to college and I went away to work and came home one weekend and went bowling with his cousin, a girlfriend of mine from high school, and we met. Love at first sight, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: We only courted about six months, but we knew each other, you know, just casually in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Sure, sure, exactly.

MS. BROWN: We've been married since 1962.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Sixty-two. So you got married. Were you still working at the university?

MS. BROWN: I was at that time, yeah. Left there and we went to Oklahoma State for him to finish his graduate degree.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was his field of study?

MS. BROWN: Math and physics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MS. BROWN: Double majors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.

MS. BROWN: And then, left there... had some health issues, I did, and we came back closer to home and went back to Southern and he finished his degree there, his Master's degree then after that, went to work for McDonnell Aircraft and I left SIU and my job there and we went to St. Charles, Missouri. And then he worked with McDonald Aircraft.

MR. MCDANIEL: McDonald Aircraft. McDonnell or McDonough?
MS. BROWN: McDonnell.

MR. MCDANIEL: McDonnell Aircraft.

MS. BROWN: Before they became all the conglomeration.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. BROWN: And we were only there six months when they asked us to go to New Mexico to White Sands Missile Base to do, he was doing research on the Phantom jet, on radar, and, so, he didn't have to serve in the service but he put his service in working on that airplane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: So we spent 13 months in Mexico with young marrieds and kind of interesting, you know, $300 a month per diem. (laughter) Everybody today will enjoy that amount of money, but we had a good time on that because we had no family other than ourselves and we travelled nearly every weekend to go somewhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: To see the difference in the country. It was such a change for us having never been out of, basically, Illinois, until we got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? So what year, what ... about what time frame was that?
 MS. BROWN: Nineteen-sixty five, I guess, by the time he was in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, '65.

MS. BROWN: ... he finished his Master's December of '64, went to work for McDonnell in '65.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. 

MS. BROWN: And I worked as a secretary while he was working McDonnell's and had to go in after six months and tell my boss I needed to leave.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my. Well, that's what happens.
MS. BROWN: But that happens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Young people, you know, looking for new opportunities.
MS. BROWN: And when the assignment was done at White Sands, they wanted us to come back to St. Louis and we'd both already decided, two farm kids, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: We needed to go somewhere that wasn't quite so big as St. Louis.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And jobs were plentiful and he got an offer at McDonnell Aircraft, or, I'm sorry, for Union Carbide here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MS. BROWN: And he could go ahead and study and work on his PhD at the University so that was a real drawing card for us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: We arrived in, oh, September of 1966 here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Here in Oak Ridge.
MS. BROWN: Going to stay a couple of years, let him finish his doctorate, climb that corporate ladder.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Of course.
MS. BROWN: And we've been here ever since. Love it.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what happened, that's what happens to a lot of people. They came here temporarily and been here ever since.
MS. BROWN: Yeah. Love this community ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and the welcome we received, having not been anywhere until we got married, you know, we started seeing more of the world.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And I remember my dad saying, "Well I can't come see you down there. I can't fly over those mountains. I've never flown where there are mountains."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: But he got over that when I got pregnant the first time.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet he did. So you ... So, let's see, this would have been, you said '66.

MS. BROWN: Sixty-six.

MR. MCDANIEL: When you got here and y'all were in your mid-20s, young married couple. What was Oak Ridge like then?

MS. BROWN: Well, for us. Well, our first home that we bought was in Oliver Springs just because we had a dog and we needed to find a place where we could have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where you could have a dog.
MS. BROWN: Where we could have, you know, all young people have a pet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And they're worse now than when we came, so (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: So, we found a home with an acre and a quarter for sixteen and a half thousand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: Which was very inexpensive, and we lived out there until ... Gosh, I've got the numbers and the dates written down for you. I don't remember exactly. We moved into Oak Ridge, I think in '73 or four, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: When our oldest son started kindergarten.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now did you ... You didn't have any children when you came to Oak Ridge?

MS. BROWN: I was pregnant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you were pregnant when you came to Oak Ridge. Ok.

MS. BROWN: A six month old dog and a six month pregnancy. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's the way it happens. You know, I, when we, when my wife and I first got married, I gave her a dog and I said, you know, we're not planning on having children and so she had a dog and now, what is it? Twenty-three years later we have two teenaged boys who have half a dozen dogs and probably a dozen cats over the years, so, funny how that works out.

MS. BROWN: Those things change, absolutely. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly. So your husband, when he came ... What's your husband's first name?

MS. BROWN: Walter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Walter. When he came, where did he go to work? Did he work at the lab or at Y-12 or what?
MS. BROWN: He worked at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, K-25.
MS. BROWN: Barrier division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. BROWN: And started out at the old whatever that water plant or whatever it was down in the river.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Until we got his clearances all taken care of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. The steam plant down there.

MS. BROWN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: And then he went into the barrier division ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and was there for, I think, 18 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MS. BROWN: And went with AVLIS.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he did ...
MS. BROWN: Did AVLIS then I think he went to Y-12 for a little while and then came back with the National Laboratory and worked at the High Flux Isotope Reactor until he retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. So ... So you lived in Oliver Springs then you moved into Oak Ridge in the '70s, I mean Oliver Springs is just over the hill from Oak Ridge.

MS. BROWN: Three miles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I mean, it's, might as well ... That's what I tell people, I said, I grew up in Kingston but I was in Oak Ridge all the time, you know.

MS. BROWN: Well, that's where everything happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's where everything ... you had to, kind of like, you had to go to Oak Ridge to sin, you know, out in the country. (laughter) But ... But anyway, so ... So what was it like in those days in Oak Ridge in the '60s and '70s for y'all.

MS. BROWN: For us, because we were not real social people, that hadn't been in any kind of a social atmosphere too much. We were busy studying and doing all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And then we were ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you had kids.

MS. BROWN: ... very active in the Methodist church. And then, David was born six months after we got, or three months after we got here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And then two years later, Roger was born here, so got busy in the school activities, but what we found -- and the reason we stayed this long -- is we loved the multi-cultural atmosphere of Oak Ridge and people from everywhere and everybody that I ever met was always, "Hi, it's good to see you." Didn't matter where you were from or where they were from, everybody was welcoming and that, to me, has been the biggest thing I've loved about Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. BROWN: I don't want to go anywhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... And I would imagine that it was, I mean, this wasn't St. Louis, it wasn't a big city.

MS. BROWN: No, we didn't like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, it was ... it had a lot of culture and it had some things but it was, it wasn't, you know, a big city.
MS. BROWN: Yes. Small town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Small town.
MS. BROWN: Small town feel without being real small.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MS. BROWN: And so, we've always liked it here and been happy here. And I've had lots of opportunities as someone without a college education or anything else ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MS. BROWN: ... that I probably wouldn't have had at, living in a farm community, I might have been a farmer's wife but I wouldn't have had a lot to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Sure, exactly, exactly. So you had two boys?
MS. BROWN: Two boys.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And where did they go to school? I guess once you got into Oak Ridge they went to Oak Ridge schools.
MS. BROWN: Well, that's why we moved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is it?
MS. BROWN: ... back in out of Oliver Springs. I wanted them in the Oak Ridge schools and they went to Linden and then Robertsville and Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: And then Roane State and UT ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MS. BROWN: And they're still here.

MR. MCDANIEL: They're still here.
MS. BROWN: They're still here.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So your husband, he went to work at K-25, you said in the, in the ...

MS. BROWN: Barrier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Barrier division. And what was his, tell me again what was his degree in or his field of study?
MS. BROWN: Physics and math.

MR. MCDANIEL: Physics and math, right. And then he ended up, when ...AVLIS , and I can't remember what it stands for but I know what it was.

MS. BROWN: I don't.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a, it was a competing technology, it competed against centrifuge, I think, for a new way to enrich uranium.
MS. BROWN: I don't really know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is what that was.
MS. BROWN: I'm sorry. Back then they didn't let us know anything about what our husbands did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, they had kind of a competition to see which one was going to win out and AVLIS did for a while.

MS. BROWN: Not long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not long. And so, he worked on that and that was about the time that K-25 shut down, was, I mean, the big, the big U building ...

MS. BROWN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... stopped producing enriched uranium. And then you said he went over to ...
MS. BROWN: He went to Y-12 just for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: He went to Y-12 for a year and then ended up at the Lab.
MS. BROWN: At the High Flux Isotope Reactor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: His boss at AVLIS went over to the reactor and then he called Walter and said, "I need you here." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well, there you go.
MS. BROWN: I said, there you go, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: And just before he retired, he was the associate director while they were doing some change in the contracts and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MS. BROWN: Called me one morning about 11 and I said, "You ok?" because he didn't call me at work very often.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And he said, "Never better." And I said, "You quit?" (laughter) He said, "I told them I was taking retirement and I'd be back in three months to finish out my papers." So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. There you go.
MS. BROWN: He's been happy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MS. BROWN: ... with his retirement. Sometimes he'll get a little bored because he's not busy enough.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: He helps me a lot in my business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's talk about that a little bit. So you ... you have a ... it's been around as long as I can remember.
MS. BROWN: Thirty-six years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Linda Brown Realty.

MS. BROWN: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And so how did you get into that? Tell me about that.
MS. BROWN: Well, that's a story.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, good.
MS. BROWN: When the boys got older, got into school, I volunteered at the mental health center here in Oak Ridge, the Oak Ridge Mental Health Center. They didn't have a volunteer program and I'm a volunteer by heart, it's just in me to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And I did a lot through the church and different things and so somebody told somebody and I got a call and said, "Will you come set up a volunteer program for us at the center?" And I said, "Sure, love to."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: So, did that for about ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And the mental health center, what was that?
MS. BROWN: Well, that's now Ridgeview.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's now Ridgeview, Ok. Right.
MS. BROWN: It was Oak Ridge Mental Health Center at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: Dr. Steve Burns was the director. And so, did that for about a year. Then a friend that I met there got pregnant and took maternity leave so they asked me to be the recreational therapist because I loved working with the patients and so, I did that for the time she was off. Then when I, when she came back, it was time for me to do something else and I had been teaching crafts there and doing ceramics and stuff and so I kind of liked that and I thought, well, it'll give me something to do while I'm back, I'll do some ceramics. Well, that started and my neighbors came and then their friends came and I owned Linda Brown, I'm sorry, Linda's Ceramic Corner in Grove Center for, I think, eight or nine years and taught ceramics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right. Ok.
MS. BROWN: And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So that kind of hobby kind of turned into a business for you.
MS. BROWN: It did. We had nine employees. We did real well. Then, in 1979 ... Well, a funny story, in '76, there was a lot came available on Wiltshire Drive which has baby farms. It was only one lot. And a friend told me that the girl that owned it was going to sell it. So I called Walter at work and I said, knowing that the farmer in him was uncomfortable in a subdivision, I said, "There's seven acres available. Can I buy it?" He chuckled, because we were pretty young.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And he said, "What with?" And I said, "I don't know, but if I can figure out how to do it, can I buy it?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: He said, "Sure."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. BROWN: Thinking there's no way.

MR. MCDANIEL: No way. (laughter)

MS. BROWN: Well, I'd been in the ceramic business long enough I had a good banking relationship with the bank here in town and they said they'd give me an 80% loan then I'd have to get a 20% loan because I seriously didn't have enough money to do the 20%.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. BROWN: So I called Daddy and I said, "Daddy, I found a piece of land I want to buy. Will you and Mother co-sign a 20% loan and we'll pay it off before we build a house?" He kind of chuckled and I said, you know, "It's $36,000 and I get a horse at the same time," because the lady wouldn't sell her land to me unless somebody bought her horse. Course, being a horse person, I didn't have any problem with that. So he said, "Sure." So that's what we did. We bought that piece of land, worked three years to pay it off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And then have lived there since 1979.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Built your home there.
MS. BROWN: We built the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MS. BROWN: Later worked after work working on the house so we could have what we wanted without borrowing a whole lot of money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And that worked out pretty well. We've been here since 1979.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that was your first real real estate transaction.

MS. BROWN: That's what got me into real estate. I decided I really enjoyed, I did all the bids and all that sort of thing. Walter did all the hard work, you know, figuring out what we needed and stuff. And realized that I really enjoyed getting the deal of the house and finally he said, "Quit talking about it. If you want to do it, just do it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MS. BROWN: So, he had a friend from work whose wife taught the classes for RM Loren Associates in Knoxville so I went over and talked to her and she said, "Why would you want to change from a successful business to real estate when you haven't ever done it before?" And I said, "I can do it." you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: So she was my best cheerleader and within six months of starting the real estate in 1979, running our ceramic business, finishing the house ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Being a mom.
MS. BROWN: We did so well in Oak Ridge that Mr. Moore opened an office here and we, you know, basically, that's the story, the rest is history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: So, and then, when he closed out the office over here in '83, by that time I had my broker's license ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and I told him I'd buy his office and he says, no, we had too much bad things with his name because of the World's Fair.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: He and Jake Butcher invested way too heavy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... and it finally bankrupted him and he said, "You don't need to follow in my name, just do it in your name." That's what we did. Nineteen eighty-three. Been in my own office since then.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you ran his office for him.
MS. BROWN: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, me.
MS. BROWN: I didn't have a broker's license yet ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But you worked ... ?
MS. BROWN: ... I just was an agent in the office.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were an agent, that's what I meant.
MS. BROWN: We hired other people that I knew ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and we just took off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Took off.
MS. BROWN: Had a very successful office.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And, no, when he was going to close it, I just thought, "I'll work for somebody else. I don't need to run an office." My dad and my husband both said, "You're going to run your own office." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: So it's been very successful and I've enjoyed every minute of it. Still do.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's, you know, I have a friend of mine he says, you know, the older I get the more I realize, if I'm going to do something, you know, I just got to be in charge. (laughter)

MS. BROWN: Well, that's absolutely my personality.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MS. BROWN: And I've been blessed with a husband who was never threatened by me doing something, you know, just encouraged and said, "Go get it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And now works really hard to help me with anything that needs to be done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Because I built a subdivision out on the east end of Oak Ridge in '94 and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And which one was that?
MS. BROWN: That’s Rivers Run.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right.
MS. BROWN: Right on the corner just next to all the condos.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: The little houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MS. BROWN: Just the first left after you go into Mountain Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, right, right.
MS. BROWN: I loved building houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. BROWN: Oh, loved building. I'm a little bit artistic and so I enjoyed laying it out on the ground.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, with your ceramic business, I mean, you know, that was -- you would be. So ...

MS. BROWN: Well, it's just who I am, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And so the accomplishment and I've been very blessed that timing must be right for me because right, you know, a few years later, it would not have been probably a good time to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And just as Pete and Wanda Craven and Walter and I bought 75 acres on the other end of Wiltshire Drive and developed that into 12 more lots ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... because the owner and the company were talking about putting apartment buildings out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Did not want apartment buildings on that street ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, with all those ... all that traffic...
MS. BROWN: The traffic was the big issue because we were, we don't even have curbs along our street. It was built way back when.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: And so, you know, if you don't like something, put your money where your mouth is.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right.

MS. BROWN: And so that's what we did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And those are kind of mini-farms out there at the end.
MS. BROWN: They are.

MR. MCDANIEL: They're all mini-farms.
MS. BROWN: There's 12 of them and the least is five acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And the biggest one's, I think, like seven and a half or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. BROWN: And it's built out and we've had a really good time. Pete and I kept it going and getting it done and everything, with Walter's and Wanda's encouragement. And when Walter retired, he and my oldest son came back home. He'd been in Atlanta and came back home to help build houses and do that sort of thing. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I can't imagine you and Pete Craven doing anything halfway. (laughter)

MS. BROWN: No. It's not in our blood.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's not. You better watch out. (laughter) Better get out of the way.

MS. BROWN: Well, again, timing was really good, so a lot of people -- and our goal was, his daughter had bought the last lot on the original Wiltshire Drive. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And we were on the street and when they were talking apartments, he didn't want her to lose her privacy in the space she had, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Didn't take too much of a sale to get him to do that and he wanted to live on the street and build their house there, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep. Yep.
MS. BROWN: So, it's been fun and it's been successful and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You got some good new neighbors out there near the end, don't you? Mr. Bradshaw and his family.
MS. BROWN: Absolutely. Well, that's on the old street.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's on the old street. Exactly.
MS. BROWN: My son's on the end of the new street.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. BROWN: And the other one's just back two houses. I've got my family right beside me almost.

MR. MCDANIEL: I want to ask you a question. This is a personal question. There was a doctor that lived out there, I know in the mid-70s, and he lived on that, I think it's right before you get to David's house, got kind of like a two, terrace on the second level that goes all the way across the front?
MS. BROWN: Yeah, Dr. Massey.

MR. MCDANIEL: Massey, Dr. Massey. How long was he, was he in Oak Ridge?

MS. BROWN: You know, I don't know for sure, but I sold that house. That's a funny story, too. It's right next door to our house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is it? Ok.
MS. BROWN: And he had a little barn and I needed a barn for my horse. 'Cause the old horse finally died, the one I got when I bought the land.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: I had another horse, and so, when I got ready to sell the land, he had 11 and a half acres with his property. It was in 1982 and, course I was still fairly new in the business, but it was the most expensive house sold in the MOS in Oak Ridge to date in 1982 it sold for over $210,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: And now, you know, $210,000 is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You can't buy anything.
MS. BROWN: It's just a lovely little home with a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MS. BROWN: And so, the market's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was his house?
MS. BROWN: He lived there, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah.
MS. BROWN: The gentleman who started the subdivision originally had lived there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. BROWN: ... and so, when it came available ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The reason that I ask you that is, when I graduated high school in 1975 ...
MS. BROWN: Here?

MR. MCDANIEL: In Kingston. I went to Belmont.
MS. BROWN: Ok, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I was at Belmont for two years in Nashville and there was a girl, named Massey, whose daddy was a doctor in Oak Ridge, caught a ride home with me one weekend and I brought her to Oak Ridge and took her to her house and I never saw her again, I don't think, after that. (laughter) That was probably 38, 39 years ago, so ...
MS. BROWN: Probably.

MR. MCDANIEL: But I remember Massey and her daddy was a doctor and that's where I took her home that weekend. So.
MS. BROWN: Well, it's a lovely neighborhood and our neighbors, it's kind of like where we lived in Illinois, where you know all your neighbors but you don't know them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're not that close.

MS. BROWN: ... not real, real close but if anybody needs anything everybody's just really super.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: And it's been great for us because Walter's family farms ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... in Illinois and his brothers are still farming the family farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And so it was hard in the subdivision. He was used to having a tractor and things to do and now we have a tractor and a bush hog ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and all those things that you can work on the farm with even though we've only got nine and a half acres. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you ... So, you really started your own company in '83.
MS. BROWN: Eighty-three.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so, and you've been at it ever since.
MS. BROWN: Absolutely. Every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit about the good times and the tough times over the last 35 years or so.
MS. BROWN: Ok. There's been some.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure there have. I'm sure the real estate market is just, is up and down.

MS. BROWN: It is. Of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Oak Ridge is kind of unique to put it lightly, so why don't you talk, you're an expert on that and I've not interviewed an expert on the real estate market in Oak Ridge, so talk a little bit about that.

MS. BROWN: Well, in 1983 we were trying to find a place to put an office and Walter went to town one afternoon and he came back and he said, "I found your office space." And I said, "Where?" And he said, "The old Dairy Queen on the west end."

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. BROWN: Where Magnolia Tree is now and it's been added onto but we rented that building for four years from Carl Hagaman, who owned it. Offered to be my partner and I said, "No. I'll either make it or break it on my own but I don't need a partner."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And been friends with them forever. They're lovely people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Course, we lost Carl just last year, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: We rented that, cleaned it out, remodeled it, made an office out of it. And the lovely thing that, I think, helped me get started, again, good timing, good whatever, it had all those windows, so when the lights were on, you could see that we were in there working and people would stop. It had one of those signboards that you could change the signs so we put, you know, this house on there. We were just starting out, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: I probably had 10 or 15 listings when we opened the office, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... I had two friends who came with me, Laverne [Inaudible] and Don Warrington, who's still in Oak Ridge, and Laverne's still in Oak Ridge. But, so the three of us opened our office and we just did really well and we learned real quick with using that signboard, happy birthday to somebody, people stopped by and said, "Can we put somebody on there?" Got to be a full time job for Walter changing that signboard ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure.
MS. BROWN: But it drew attention to where we were and we were on the Turnpike, we were visible. We were there for four years and I built, we built our office buildings. We built the building I'm in now in 1987 on the turnpike and, again, the old dormitory that had been there had burned, one of them, and the city tore the other one down. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And so we bought three acres on the Turnpike, which, at the time, seemed like a lot of money and I'm so glad I bought it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MS. BROWN: Because it's such a wonderful location. Again, on the Turnpike where people can see us. You know, and if the cars are there we're there and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: One of the, one of the Turnpike locations in Oak Ridge that doesn't have a church on it. (laughter)

MS. BROWN: Well, that's true. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: There's a lot of churches on the Turnpike.
MS. BROWN: Some days there's a lot of praying going on in there, though.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure.
MS. BROWN: But our market has been up and down, of course, over the years, but we've been relatively busy always and have made a nice living, not an exorbitant living.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: I didn't own a lot of land and things that, you know, to have for sale and stuff when a lot of times you make more money in the real estate business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: The community has been an absolute blessing to me. That'll make me teary. I've never had anyone not just welcome me in their home. You know, when they invite you in. It's been an absolute wonderful business for me because it fits my personality because I can give my time, I can give my knowledge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... and people just been generous beyond measure.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Oak Ridge, you know, Oak Ridge is, has grown some, I mean, you know, as much as it ...
MS. BROWN: Except for people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, exactly, exactly. As much as it can, geographically. But I would imagine in the mid-80s, not long after you opened your business, when they shut K-25 down, that's kind of a tough time, wasn't it?

MS. BROWN: Did a lot of rentals.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you, really?
MS. BROWN: We did a lot of rentals when houses didn't sell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, I'm sure, I'm sure.
MS. BROWN: When I started in '79, the interest rate with Mr. Carter, went to  17, 18, 19 percent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MS. BROWN: People still bought houses, they just bought less house because, you know, with that kind of interest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Couldn't afford it.
MS. BROWN: Couldn't afford it. And we did a lot of creative financing where, if you had equity, you could finance some with equity or you could finance the whole amount with something down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And the banks got real smart because you were financing them at 10 or 12 percent, which was way below the market.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And then the banks realized that we were making four or five percent on what they were lending us because we didn't close them, it just owner financed until they could refinance or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: People were not nearly as, I don't know what the word is, they weren't dishonest with their dealings. They signed a contract, they did what they said they would do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And people were able to do that for two or three years until the interest began to come down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MS. BROWN: It was 12 percent when we built our house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MS. BROWN: And my father-in-law had told us when we first moved to Oak Ridge that we should wait until the interest rate went back to four percent and I wish he was still here to say, "Well it finally did."

MR. MCDANIEL: It finally did. Exactly.
MS. BROWN: It's just taken 35 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly. My goodness.
MS. BROWN: Anyway, that's a change but ... The market 2008, when the whole world kind of crashed ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... hurt, you know. But, because I have well-experienced, and my agents have been with me, we've all been a real good group of people for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: And it let us survive, even though it wasn't the same income we'd been making, but we were able to sell houses. We manage about 90 rentals, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. BROWN: And a lot of them are ours and other people's that we just work for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... all these years, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: You manage to stay in business, you're ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you've been, I mean, you were, you were really established.
MS. BROWN: I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you've been around a long time and people knew you, people knew they could trust you.
MS. BROWN: Well, thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, at least that's your reputation.
MS. BROWN: I tried real hard. I tell people that's all I've got. I protect it with everything I've got.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly, exactly.
MS. BROWN: But it's been just great for us. People say, "Well, when are you going to retire?" And I say, "When they put me in the box."

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask, you know, are you going to sit back and relax and enjoy or ...
MS. BROWN: Well, I'm enjoying.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah.
MS. BROWN: And we're traveling a little bit. We made some trips, you know, we like to travel. And our youngest son's been a realtor for 17 years. You know, we didn't try to bring either one of the boys into the business. We let them go do their adventures ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... and do what they wanted to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Then one day, Roger came in and said, "Mom, I think I'm ready to be a realtor." And I said, "If you want to be ..."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: "... that's fine."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And he is an excellent, very caring, very giving person and wonderful with people. I have little old ladies will come and say, "You did such a good job." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: But I think it's as natural for him as it is for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's good.
MS. BROWN: You know, it's just his personality.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And then, David went to Atlanta and worked for a while and did different things and called us one day and said, "I think that I've figured out that I'm not going to change the world and you and Dad are doing a good job of making it happen, so ..."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: " ... I think I'd like to come home and work with you." And that's when the building boom was going on. We were doing really well with both subdivisions and so he came home and got to building with his dad with some mechanical back, mechanical engineering. That's what he studied in school so he's real good with that and he's doing an excellent job with that part of the business so it's a very big family business right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess so.
MS. BROWN: It's supporting three families, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: We're pleased about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's good. That's good. That's good.
MS. BROWN: And I have five grandchildren.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you?
MS. BROWN: And they're all here, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they're all ... well that makes it easy, doesn't it?
MS. BROWN: Well...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, not easy but convenient.
MS. BROWN: It's just wonderful. We drove 450 miles to Illinois every three day weekend for years and years and years when my kids were little so they can know their grandparents, because both sets of grandparents were in Illinois.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MS. BROWN: And then, when the boys got older and played football and those things, Grandpa decided he could fly over those mountains and he'd fly down here to see the kids play ball and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: It was a lovely time. We've had a beautiful life, we really have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, good.
MS. BROWN: When Walter was on council, we travelled to both the Sister Cities. When he was mayor, I went with him to Obninsk and he and Roy Pruett and Jeff Broughton were the first team to go to Naka Machi. There's some funny stories there because Jeff Broughton [inaudible] had never eaten any seafood, I don't think. And after they'd had a dinner served, they were walking down the street and there was a restaurant with the pictures and what the plates were and when he found out he'd eaten eel, they said he nearly got sick on the street. He was lots of fun, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Walter and I went to Obninsk with a group and then I took a group of ladies back to Naka, I guess in '99 or 2000, I don't remember exactly, but that was ... I've had trips that, you know, a little girl from 2,500 to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was going to ask you about. I mean, you know, some of the, you know, not just, you didn't just have your business but you were involved in the community. I mean, you started out being involved as a volunteer. So what are some of the other things that you've done?
MS. BROWN: Well, we've been active in the Boys' Club. Boys' and Girls' Club now, but it was Boys' Club when our kids played ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... and then we got started when they started playing ball and Walter coached and worked with it and got on the board of directors and started the Christmas tree sales in my Dairy Queen office building ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. BROWN: ... in the parking lot. He started that program for them and worked that until he got, just got too heavy for him to, not ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... do as many as he was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And so, just three years ago, I think, he turned the program over to Dr. Richard Hall, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Three years ago. So how many years was that that he did it? Thirty?

MS. BROWN: Well, we opened our new office in '83 and I think we did it in '84. So ... about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Almost 30 years.
MS. BROWN: Long time. That was one of the good fundraisers that they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: And so the Boys' Club's been very important and I've been on the board of ADFAC [Aid to Dependent Families of Anderson County], you know, there's just lots of things in the community over time that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... my love's, I guess, for Habitat, because I served on their board for a short time, not too long. I just didn't have enough hours to give ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... to the board, and so I still support that organization heavily and any of the others I can. And really active with Oak Ridge Rotary Breakfast Club. I've been a member for 28 years. So.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. BROWN: I think they invited me to join because I had a parking lot next to the YWCA where they met. (laughter) Herman Postma invited me in. Wanda was the first lady in Rotary and then I was the second and now, Oh, shucks. Martha ... Mrs. Whitten, I can't ... and now she's Mrs. Auxier. I can't remember her first name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, Mary ... Mary...
MS. BROWN: Something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mary something.
MS. BROWN: Isn't that awful.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's not Mary Beth, it's not Mary Lou or something...
MS. BROWN: Mary Lou.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah.
MS. BROWN: Yeah, Mary Lou Whitten and then Auxier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. BROWN: Anyway, so, we were the first three women in the Breakfast Rotary.
MR. MCDANIEL: In the Breakfast Rotary.
MS. BROWN: Uh-huh. Yeah. Course, Wanda was a good example because she gave so much of her time and energy to this community and so, you know, couldn't be bested, I had to do at least as much as she did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: But that's been a a real love of mine. We do the Christmas Angels for the Rotary Club every year and our building has plenty of open space, so we set up for 100 kids every year through the school, but the resource center gives us the name of the kids so we do that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... at the office and all my employees get into that, too, so we have a good time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: I don't know what all I've done. I just do what needs to be done when it needs to be done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I remember bringing, my kids came to sing in your office one Christmas.

MS. BROWN: Yeah. Linden School. We've been Partners in Education with them since the program started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And they've been coming to our Christmas Open House every year to sing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MS. BROWN: That's the, that makes my Christmas get started, you know, it's the second Wednesday every year, of December and the kids come and all of mine have been there now except the littlest one, she'll come next year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Oh, well there you go.
MS. BROWN: So we've had all of them through the program, so that's fun, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's good.
MS. BROWN: And, you know, I think we all have a duty.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Not everybody can and I understand that but those of us who've been blessed should give back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... to the community and the people that need our help.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Mother and Daddy raised me that way and so it's always been a blessing for me more than what I've ever given but those are programs that are important to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Once you decided you were staying in Oak Ridge, or you found that Oak Ridge was home, when you started doing all of your things that you wanted to do, what did your folks think?
MS. BROWN: My parents?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: Well I don't think either one of them were surprised. My mother carried the mail for five years, walked a new route at home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MS. BROWN: Built a fitness club when Daddy had heart surgery so he'd get well and he never went.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Ok.
MS. BROWN: But she taught water aerobics to the old ladies until she was 85.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: And now my brother's running that, too. But caring, giving people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Walter's mother was a minister and a school teacher so I don't think we knew any better. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. That was just the way you were raised.

MS. BROWN: Yeah, absolutely, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: To have ambition and ideas and care for other people.
MS. BROWN: Yeah. Well, being first child and Daddy's little girl, and him working and building airplanes and repairing airplanes and teaching flying and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: I wasn't [inaudible]. I didn't know I couldn't do anything and go to Grandpa's house every Saturday and Sunday, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Because there wasn't a whole lot for kids to do back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: And I was under his feet when I wasn't under Daddy's feet ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: ... so I told somebody one time I now know why Daddy bought me a horse. It kept me too busy and I didn't care about boys, so (laughter) it kept me out of trouble and everything else, taking care of that horse and playing with her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Loved it. Showed her for a long time. And, but Walter tells people, he says, "Well I invited her out one Sunday to go to a movie, she couldn't go because she's going to a horse show. It took me four more years to get up enough, over my mad to ask her out again." So. (laughter) And we still have horses. So.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MS. BROWN: They're just my lawn yard art right now because ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MS. BROWN: ... I'm not riding anymore. I just love having them out there, though.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: They're just part of the family. Anyway, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: If, you know, you've been ... you and your family have been in Oak Ridge a long time, you've been in business in Oak Ridge. What, you know, if you ... If you could have your druthers for the future of Oak Ridge, what would you like to see happen? I mean, what are things you think are important for Oak Ridge to ... not just grow but to thrive?
MS. BROWN: Well, I'm not certain we need to grow so much larger. We don't have the space to grow much larger. I'm glad to see what's happening. I'm glad to see the new company coming with jobs that are not all scientific, you know, that'll ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... bring more people that can, you know, a kind of a middle income, kind of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... salary and stuff and then I'm so delighted to get the mall off on some kind of something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: Because we've got a lot of people in all surrounding communities that come to Oak Ridge to shop and go to the doctors and we've got extremely wonderful facilities as far as I can tell in the medical field ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and good doctors and good care with our hospital and that sort of thing. And that's important to people who move here. And I think we've got a lot of the things we need. The thing I think that hurt us for a while was losing shopping.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: But we're 15 minutes from all the shopping anyone could ever want and in some ways I like not having the traffic.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know.
MS. BROWN: You know, from a Turkey Creek or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And, but I think housing's an issue always and what I'm finding with people looking at houses, the younger generations and I'm getting way past that anymore, they want new. And so, it's good to see the houses that are being reworked at least, so that, even though they're not new, they've got some of the newer things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... that new houses have. We're not ever going to have all new houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: It changes every year, you know, there's new things coming along and with the electronic age we have, people are looking for more in their homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: They need to be rewired so they can carry all of the load ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: ... and stuff, so ... And I like going in and redoing, fixing, but don't have enough hours anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: But David's doing a lot of that. David's our oldest son.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And he's doing a lot of remodeling for people that want to update or our older population that needs to redo a bathroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: He's done so many bathrooms where people are handicapped, just gut it through down to the bare bones and rebuild it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And rebuild the bathroom, yeah.
MS. BROWN: To something that can be used. Sure.
MR. MCDANIEL: And I imagine a lot of these original houses that, I mean the original cemestos.

MS. BROWN: Oh, yeah

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. So.

MS. BROWN: Well, that and the ones that were built in the '60s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah, that's what I mean. 

MS. BROWN: After the city became a city ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... and had its own identity, that way, when the government wasn't taking care of everything, those houses, you know, were built fast and furious ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... for a while and they're now needing to be updated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: The thing I find is, they've got eight foot ceilings. People want the new 10 foot ceilings or the raised cathedral ceilings and some of that you can do but some you can't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MS. BROWN: And so, it surprises me a little bit because they don't recognize maybe the quality of what's there, you know, and the space that's in those houses because they'd lived in these cemestos, so when they went and bought a lot to build a house, they got nice sized rooms and nice sized space.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And a lot of them have basements because we're so hilly, but you don't just put a house on a hilly lot and don't put something under it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: So you get a basement kind of as a bonus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: But, I guess I just try to roll with the punches and find what they're looking for, don't worry too much. I'd love to see Oak Ridge thrive and I think there's a lot of work going on to that. I know sometimes when people talk about, "not in my city," they take offense but the Land Bank has made a real inroad on getting some of the older pieces of property that've been abandoned and whatever, taken down and the lots cleared and we drive through so many neighborhoods that were in pretty bad shape ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... it's such an improvement, you know, that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: ... they can have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Nicer places.
MS. BROWN: Nicer places and nicer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Nicer neighborhoods.
MS. BROWN: Nicer neighborhoods and it's not such a problem to sell the other houses in the neighborhood ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... now that it's cleaned up a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: And there's a lot of work going on to improve that, I think. I've been working with the Land Bank some, I'm not on their committee because I don't have time for any more committees ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MS. BROWN: ... but try to help when I can, you know, if I see something that needs to be taken down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: We just donated a house to Habitat because it was old and needed to go and I didn't feel like it was worth putting the money into it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: It's real small, so we gave the lot and the house to Habitat and they're going to bulldoze and have a place to build a new house for somebody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well that's good.
MS. BROWN: I had someone say to me the other day, "Well, you're not improving the neighborhood a whole lot." and I said, "Well if I go from a $35,000 house to a $100,000 house, I think that's a big improvement."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: You know, we can't do it all. We can't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MS. BROWN: ... build all new houses because that's not the market that we live with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: People that want to come in here and have their families here for the schools and stuff don't, maybe, put as much money in the community as somebody with a great big new house but we're landlocked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: You look at Oak Ridge, there's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There's nowhere else to go.
MS. BROWN: The Oaks property that's been abandoned out on the far west end has a lot of land and a lot of the infrastructure in and I think ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that the ... Is that out by the golf course? That area? Yeah. It was abandoned?

MS. BROWN: Well...

MR. MCDANIEL: What happened?
MS. BROWN: Well, it bellied up, I think ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that what happened?
MS. BROWN: That was part of the guy that did Rarity Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, that's right, that's right.
MS. BROWN: And he got it so far and then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... the money went away and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... he overbuilt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: And we don't want to do that. That's the same thing could happen to anybody. You know, you're on a roll, so you're going to do three next week ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... and start way more than you could carry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MS. BROWN: And that's, I think, what happened with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And he was on a good roll. He was selling lots of property.

MR. MCDANIEL: Lots of property.
MS. BROWN: And Rarity's a very pretty subdivision. Got nice lots and nice views.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: But he did so much acreage. You know, it takes a long time to build out a 1,200 acre ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MS. BROWN: ... subdivision. That's a lot of property.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MS. BROWN: So I'm hopeful these folks coming in will ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Will bring some ...
MS. BROWN: ... have the staying power ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... you know, to make it happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MS. BROWN: Because it's a beautiful piece of property.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: And it's in the city limits, you know, so kids can go to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep. That is true.
MS. BROWN: But our schools are, everything, our old infrastructure, you know, is causing extra cost for people with the sewer systems ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're rubbing your mic...
MS. BROWN: ... but ... Sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MS. BROWN: You know, you just, it's like anything else, you got to put back for the future because, you know, my building that I built, my new building, let's see, built it in '87, so it's 27 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MS. BROWN: And we'll begin, we've had to replace furnaces. You got to plan to be able to maintain.

MR. MCDANIEL: Today when I went to Rotary the ... the electric department in the city's services were the program. And the guy, he started talking about the sewer project and he says, "Seventy percent of the pipes in Oak Ridge are 65 years old."
MS. BROWN: At least.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, you know, at least sixty... 70%. So.
MS. BROWN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, they're not going to last forever.
MS. BROWN: Well and they're working on them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly, exactly.
MS. BROWN: Because people are fussing about their sewer bill a-being higher, but they rode a real gentle horse for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, a long time. Sure did.
MS. BROWN: And we got to pay the piper, you know, you got to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're right.
MS. BROWN: Just like your own house. If it needs new windows, put them in there. I used to go out to Y-12 and out to K-25, or I'm sorry, X-10 to talk to people about retiring. They had a program for people getting ready to retire, about how to, you know, live in your house or show your house, got really ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MS. BROWN: And, I would tell people, "When you go home this afternoon, look at your house as if you were going to buy it today."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And I said, "Then go do what you would want done if you were buying it again today." I've had people stop on the street and say, "Linda, do you know what you've cost me?" (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'll tell you a funny story, when we bought our very first house, it was a D house over on Pleasant Road, and we had a carport outside that I wanted to have the carport enclosed for an office kind of similar to what I've got here. And we took the, we had the window taken out between the carport and the dining room and we found out that that house, that window, that house had been remodeled or something, new windows had been put in in 1957 because it had rolled up newspaper that was insulating around the edge of the window that was from 1957 which was the year I was born.

MS. BROWN: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: This was in '90... mid-'90s when we did that because we were there about seven or eight years in that house. So, it's funny what people will do.

MS. BROWN: Oh, well, they didn't have any of the materials we have today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Exactly.
MS. BROWN: The ease of doing something today compared to back then, and the cost.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: Proportionally, it's probably about the same, but people didn't make as much money as they do now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MS. BROWN: But it's kind of fun what I see ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm, I bet.
MS. BROWN: It's just, like I said, it's been a wonderful trip.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is there anything else about Oak Ridge that you want to talk about?

MS. BROWN: I don't know. It's a wonderful place. That just, you know, I had somebody ask me, I worked for the Chamber of Commerce one day, and I love to take people on tours of the city when they move to the area, or before they move to the area. We're blessed with our location because we're on the Turnpike and people will just drive in and say, you know, "We're thinking about returning in two or three years from up north and we want to go part way down but not all the way down to Florida."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: We talk about the halfbacks, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: Ones that go to Florida and come half way back. Or the ones that are coming this way ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MS. BROWN: ... and stopping before they go to Florida. But I like to take them out, show them our neighborhoods. I think it's important for them to understand that we've got neighborhoods that are nice, step downs to the smaller home, or ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: ... you know, get rid of the great big house and have something smaller. That are still very nice. The remodels that have been done on our cemestos, some of them are just beautiful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, beautiful.
MS. BROWN: They've just really done a good job with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MS. BROWN: And you can buy one, for, you know, $75-80,000, all redone with new stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: New windows, new roof, new whatevers. And then, you can go all the way to several hundreds of thousands of dollars in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: So we've got areas for anybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And I think it's important. I remember when we moved here, Walter had been taken on a tour but they only showed him the new houses. Well, they weren't in our budget, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: So when I got here, we started looking for houses. I'll never forget being taken out, Mr. Gass [inaudible] was the first realtor I met. I loved the man. He just a delight. His son is, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And family, but we look at, I wanted a little bit of land because I had a dog. Well, we looked out in the country a little bit and I saw houses that the floors weren't level, they didn't have foundations under, you know, there were piers and all this stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And I'm thinking, oh, my gosh!

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah...
MS. BROWN: Because where I grew up, the old farm houses had been the old farm houses for generations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: But they'd been maintained and so when I got here and found houses where people had just had kind of built something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: And it had no structure, particularly, it kind of concerned me but we found a little house in Oliver Springs that suited us for a while until we were ready to move on up into Norwood community.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: Good neighbors there, too. Everywhere we've been. But ... I think it's just a matter of all of us being more positive instead of the negative conversations all the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... bother me. It's easy to be negative, you know. Ok, we got a problem, what do we need to do to fix it? Let's work on what we can do rather than tear down all the time or criticize everybody that's trying to do something different from what you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: Trying to find out what it is they know that you don't know and see if it's workable instead of just fussing about and I think social media has made that too easy.

MR. MCDANIEL: It made it very easy.
MS. BROWN: Because they think they're anonymous when they're doing this, it just isn't true, you know, and it's easy to criticize all the time. Maybe you don't agree ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: ... but we can agree to not agree and still work together.

MR. MCDANIEL: And still be civil and ...
MS. BROWN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... try to accomplish something.
MS. BROWN: Try to do what's best for the city. A lady I met one time had a little house and she wanted me to sell it for her and we looked at it, talked about it. "They just should put the gates back up and the government should just take over and take care of us. That's what I want to happen." And I thought, "Honey, you're so far behind." (laughter) And that was back before I had enough experience to handle that real well. I was kind of Ahhh!

MR. MCDANIEL: But I tell you, the kind of people that I've talked to, that I interview that lived here during those days, man, you talk about those were the glory days.
MS. BROWN: Well...

MR. MCDANIEL: And I'm sure they don't remember the hard things about it. They remember the good things.

MS. BROWN: But, you know, it was different than where we came from.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MS. BROWN: Because it was. They had a purpose.

MR. MCDANIEL: They had a purpose. Exactly, exactly.
MS. BROWN: We forget. When I look at the old days and what people did and the mud and the hardships they went through.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. BROWN: And didn't complain. It's just what you had to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.
MS. BROWN: And that's kind of, our childhood was kind of in that era, too. 'Cause Daddy was in World War II, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: We didn't have anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly.
MS. BROWN: You know. But you didn't fuss about it. It was what we had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just the way it was.
MS. BROWN: I remember my grandmother had a half acre of flower garden and a half acre of vegetables and stuff and they planted a field of corn and we canned all of that food because that's how we ate in the winter time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. BROWN: You didn't run down to the grocery store, there wasn't one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. BROWN: You know, not in our little town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. BROWN: You had to drive a little ways to even find a store where you could buy much of anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's what ...
MS. BROWN: But that's how it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's how you ate.
MS. BROWN: And you bettered yourself by getting out there and doing what you needed to do. I was in high school before my grandparents had a bathroom in the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. BROWN: And that was in 1960, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MS. BROWN: I graduated in '60.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. BROWN: So, you know, I never heard my grandmother complain about hardship.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. BROWN: I'd tell the kids she'd wring a chicken's neck every Sunday, we'd have fried chicken every Sunday. And they said, "She did what?"

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right.
MS. BROWN: That's what we had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Linda, thank you so much for taking time to talk with us and share a little bit about your story in Oak Ridge.
MS. BROWN: It's been a wonderful time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thank you.
MS. BROWN: Thank you.
[End of Interview]
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