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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is May 19, 2015, and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I am talking with Arthur Brown, Jr. Mr. Brown, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. BROWN: Well, it's my pleasure.

MR. MCDANIEL: You told me you've been in Oak Ridge about 35 years or so.

MR. BROWN: Yes, sir.

MR. MCDANIEL: So let's start at the beginning, though. Why don't you tell me about where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. BROWN: Well, I was born in Portsmouth, Virginia, and raised up there, came up, that area is the headquarters of the Atlantic Fleet, the Navy. It pretty much took care of me all of my life. When I was a young boy growing up there, I shined the sailor's shoes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. BROWN: And made money. And when I became a man, I worked in the shipyard. I started my apprenticeship at Newport News.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. BROWN: Yes. And graduated from the Newport News shipbuilding drydock apprentice school then went to work as a pipefitter in the shipyard there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. So did you go to high school? I guess you went to school there.

MR. BROWN: Yes, I went to high school there. I.C. Norcum High School there in Portsmouth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you have brothers or sisters?

MR. BROWN: Yes, I had seven brothers and two sisters.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. That's a big family.
MR. BROWN: Yes, I come from a big family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what did your parents do?
MR. BROWN: My father was a contractor and my mother, she was a domestic worker. She mostly stayed in the house and, you know, kept us. I guess we was a job in itself.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was more than a job, that many kids, that's for sure. (laughter) But you went and you went on the apprentice program there.
MR. BROWN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And became a ... ?
MR. BROWN: Pipefitter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Pipefitter.
MR. BROWN: Yes and ended up here at the Y-12 plant as a pipefitter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? Well, tell me ... tell me about that. How did you end up in Oak Ridge and the story about, you know, how that came about.
MR. BROWN: Well, I was looking for a change. I had kind of like got burned out with the area and I was looking to make a change.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: And at the time, I think I applied for several jobs but it came down to two.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. BROWN: One was at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard in Philadelphia and the other was at the Y-12 plant here in Oak Ridge and I was up in the air. I just didn't know. I never had been to Tennessee in my life. I finished my school, my high school, my high schooling I finished in Pennsylvania so I was familiar with Philly so I was kind of leaning towards Philly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: But they didn't call me for my interview until after I had come here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: And man, it was love, I guess, at first sight when I came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that when you came here?
MR. BROWN: That was 1980 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MR. BROWN: ... when I came here for my interview.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And I just loved the city, the people, the schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: I did my homework because my family was young then. All of my kids were small and I wanted to look at the school system, see what kind of... Oh, the school system was one of the best in the state.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And so that really sold me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. BROWN: As far as for my children. And just viewing the city, it was just all of the things to do were like geared to family and I just loved it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: And I never really took my interview at the Navy yard in Philly. I never did take it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Once you got here you decided you liked it.
MR. BROWN: Amen.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you came here, you said, in 1980 and you had, how many kids did you have then?

MR. BROWN: I have four.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. BROWN: I had four, I had four and one from a previous marriage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... So you got here and went to work at Y-12 as a pipefitter. Tell me about going out there. What was that like?
MR. BROWN: Well, it was... That, too, the interview was really, I guess, looking at the area and really seeing the area itself kind of like just made it so much conducive to being able to work in this area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: Never even having gone to the plant yet. When I went to the plant, Oh, man, this was like the icing on the cake. I found out that, you know, they provided basically everything, you know, your tools, your clothing, everything you needed, they provided. I never had been on a job like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: I usually would have to provide my tools. I would have to provide my safety shoes, gloves, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: But they provided everything and so, I said, “Man, this is all right.”
MR. MCDANIEL: And it was a good job. I mean, good benefits.
MR. BROWN: Oh, the benefits. They showed me, they gave me information on the benefit package and everything. It was top notch. Never had I ever had such a fringe benefits.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly.
MR. BROWN: And it was just so very ... How could I turn it away?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MR. BROWN: It wasn't really hard to make a decision.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you ... Now, do you still work there?
MR. BROWN: Yes, I do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you've been there ever since you came to Oak Ridge?

MR. BROWN: Yes, sir.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. BROWN: I have 34 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well you ought to have enough points... (laughter) are you on the point system?
MR. BROWN: Yeah. I could leave any time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I understand, I understand. So tell me about some of the people out there. Tell me, who did you work for? Anybody stand out?
MR. BROWN: Well, the people at the time I came and I say in '81 is when I came in to Y-12 and the people were just great. I never had met such a wonderful group of people to work with. Really the people make Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: Experience-wise, just good human, humanitarian people, just loving. And we're like one big family at Y-12. Everybody is supporting each other. Nobody is tearing or trying to get ahead of someone and get all of the credit. Everybody's like hand-in-hand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And I love that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well, let's talk a little bit about your life in Oak Ridge outside of work. So you moved here in the early ‘80s. You had, you know, your family you brought with... Where did you, where did you live, I mean, where was the first place you lived when you came here?
MR. BROWN: Really, the first place I live wasn't in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MR. BROWN: I could not find a place large enough at that time to really accommodate my family. So I found this place over in a place called Sugar Grove Valley and it was a Roane address, a Roane County address. Supposed to be Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And matter of fact, I was neighbors with the plant manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. BROWN: Jack Case lived right down the road from me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. BROWN: He was the plant manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. BROWN: And now, as we know it, he is one of the most celebrated managers that was to manage at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, absolutely.
MR. BROWN: And they named one of the big buildings they recently constructed after him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: And I really didn't even know at that time who he was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MR. BROWN: But later I found out that he was the plant manager and we became acquainted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So did you stay out there in Sugar Grove?
MR. BROWN: I lived out there for about less than a year and the reason, the reason I had to move was my wife had health issues and she had to be close to the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And that was quite a drive when she would have complications and we would have to drive from way out there all the way in to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: So as soon as I could, I tried to find a place in Oak Ridge which I did. We moved to the Manhattan Apartments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: Over in, right off... I can't think. Well, at the time, it's the same road where the X-10 or ORNL [Oak Ridge National Laboratory] Federal Credit Union is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Credit Union, yeah, yeah... What is the name of that road? I can't remember.
MR. BROWN: Yeah, whatever that road is, but that location was where all of those apartments were at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. BROWN: Now I think they did away with 'em and built the shopping center that housed Food City and all of those shops.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. BROWN: That was once where I lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Once where you lived. Yeah, I remember talking to somebody else that lived right in that area as well, so ... So, you lived there, how long did you live there? For a while?
MR. BROWN: I lived there for, I say, about maybe two or three years. And my family was still growing. The place wasn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It wasn't big enough, was it?
MR. BROWN: It wasn't big enough. Then I moved into a house over on Paoli Lane which is over right off of New York Avenue and you turn up like you're going to the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. I know where you're talking about. Yeah, right in there. So where did you end up living, I mean ... ?
MR. BROWN: And then I moved again still needed larger space, you know. So we moved over to the west end ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN:  ...of Oak Ridge. Right behind Bruner's 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: West Lincoln.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, West Lincoln.
MR. BROWN: And I lived there practically all of the time my kids were like in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: So that was round about five years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. BROWN: That's the longest place I think I lived, over on West Lincoln.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... 

MR. BROWN: And once my kids were finished high school and they started going to college, and some went of 'em into the Air Force, then, that's when I bought a house. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.

MR. BROWN: You know, I kind of did it backwards.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right, you could probably afford to buy a house after the kids left.

MR. BROWN: Yeah, because, really, that's the point.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: I put a lot into my children and with my wife's health issues ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MR. BROWN: ... she wasn't really able to hold down a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. BROWN: She would be like in and out of the hospital and this was very constant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: So we did... like that old saying, sometimes you just got to do what you got to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: You do what you got to do.
MR. BROWN: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly right.
MR. BROWN: So that's what I did and once I got my kids raised, then I purchased the house down in Country Club Estates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right, well good. Now your kids, you say your kids, they kind of grew up in Oak Ridge ...
MR. BROWN: Oh, yeah, every one of 'em.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and went through school. What did they participate in?

MR. BROWN: Oh, my son played on the last state championship Oak Ridge team…
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. BROWN: …which was in '91.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: Yes, he played on the last team. And I thought there one year we would come close to getting another one when we had that running back, I can't recall his name right now, but he was really gifted. His brother was the quarterback and he was the running back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. BROWN: And they were both gifted athletes, but we came up a little short.

MR. MCDANIEL: That happens.
MR. BROWN: We went to the state and we competed, but we came up a little short.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now did all your kids play sports or did they do other things, like, you know, arts or ...
MR. BROWN: Yes, well all except my oldest daughter. She was in the band.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: She didn't participate in sports. She was more like into other things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly. And I guess, you know, your ... research about Oak Ridge when you first came here having good schools turned out to be completely right, didn't it?
MR. BROWN: Oh, man. Oh, it has. Each one of my kids have finished college and gone on and have fantastic positions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: To give back to our society. My oldest son, he works for Duke University Medical Center. He's a surgical nurse. And my oldest daughter is a manager of a credit union out in Seattle, Washington. And my baby girl is a resource manager for a hospital at Raleigh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Sure. So, they're spread out, aren't they?
MR. BROWN: And they all ... And my other son, he is a master electrician. He's like me. He went into the technical ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: He works for a living, doesn't he?
MR. BROWN: Yeah. He works for a living. (laughter) Well I can't say that to the other ones because they ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand.
MR. BROWN: They're like... They always, you know, going to the next level, so to speak. They constantly try to perfect and get better so that they can serve better.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, I mean, I'm sure some of that came from being raised in Oak Ridge and in the school system.
MR. BROWN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because, you know, they do instill, you know, that, you know, that whatever it is of trying to be excellent in what you do. You know.

MR. BROWN: Yes. I would, you know, I really, really credit the high school with the way my kids had, it's sort of like a launch pad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: It project them to higher heights.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: You know, my daughters, they weren't satisfied with just a Bachelor's. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: They went further.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: You know, they went to the Master's because you're better to serve. You're equipping yourself to serve at a level of excellence.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MR. BROWN: And, you know, I'm just so happy that I made the choice to come here and to raise my family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... In 1980, when you moved here, as you said, you'd never ...

MR. BROWN: '81.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, '81. You'd never been to Tennessee before so I'm sure there was some culture shock. Oak Ridge, like many towns in this area and the South, did not have a huge African American population.
MR. BROWN: No, it didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: So talk, address that a little bit. Talk about what it was like, you know, coming to Tennessee and also coming to a place that didn't have as strong a population as where you came from.
MR. BROWN: Ok. To me, I'm just a people's person and coming from the South, growing up in the South, I've seen prejudice. But here, it wasn't no signs of prejudice. It was like everybody, I didn't see color. You know, I did not see that. It was so ... People were so, like friendly and, you know, just good hospitality. Everybody was just like, just like, you know, I was white, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just like everybody else.

MR. BROWN: You know, it wasn't like, "He's black" and "He's not white" you know, I never saw that. Never.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And it and that's really, because I was in a circle where my kids were, and we, I would live in houses and I would have white neighbors and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it didn't matter, did it?
MR. BROWN: And it didn't matter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. BROWN: We was just as friendly, they were friendly and we were friendly and my wife was friendly to them and they were friendly to my wife and my kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you a little afraid? Were you a little apprehensive before you got here about that?
MR. BROWN: Well, I heard stories. I heard stories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: But, you know, the guys at the plant, they began to school me and bring me more or less, educate me on what I needed to know. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. BROWN: They said there are areas like what you're saying but they are out in the rural area.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: He'd say, now, you go out towards Morgan County (laughter) he say you might see some of that come true.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. BROWN: And they would tell me things and because I was like inquisitive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. BROWN: I say, you know, I've heard a whole lot of racial things about Tennessee, but I say, I don't see it here in Oak Ridge. They say, no, you won't see it here in Oak Ridge. They say, you know, Oak Ridge is rich in heritage. This is where the bomb, the atomic bomb was created. This place was nothing but grown, say, it's a government town and it was set up by the federal government. Say, this weren't nothing but country until they came in here with these plants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: They formed Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: So I say, and when they told me, they say, if you really want to get a good understanding of Oak Ridge go down to the li... to the museum so I went down there and I began to look at all of the things and archives and I just began to really put it all together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you not, when you came here, did you not know Oak Ridge's history?
MR. BROWN: No, I didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Didn't know anything about it?
MR. BROWN: I didn't. I did not know that this was the Manhattan Project.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: I didn't know. I didn't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. BROWN: And when I went to the museum, and I 'cause say, this is where it ... Because I, I studied about it in history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And I just didn't know it was Oak Ridge. I didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: But once it all started coming together, I said, “Oh, man!” So, you know, it was just a wonderful, like I said from the very beginning, the people are excellent and I just fit right in because I'm people's people and a lot of the people that I met they were, more or less, people’s people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly. So have you gotten involved in, I mean, are you involved in other things, I mean, outside work in the community.
MR. BROWN: Well, my main thing right now, and basically has always been, is I'm a born again believer in Christ and I pretty much stay active in my church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: And I love to sing, have sung from a child up, I've sung in quartets, choirs and soloists.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: So I've done a lot of singing. I love singing, I love music. I love all kinds of music from the symphonies to jazz and bluegrass and folk. I love it all, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. So you're involved in music and involved in your church.

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, all right. You're still working.
MR. BROWN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: At Y-12.
MR. BROWN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: How much longer you plan on working?
MR. BROWN: Well, I really would ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you're a fairly young man.
MR. BROWN: I really would like to get my house paid off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: Because I bought my house late.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: You know, after getting my kids raised.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: I would like to ... I have about seven more years on my house and I would like to get it paid off. I really wouldn't like to come out under a fixed income, you know, paying a mortgage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.
MR. BROWN: So that's what I'm shooting at right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now how old are you?
MR. BROWN: Sixty-five.

MR. MCDANIEL: No way.
MR. BROWN: Yes. See, that's one kicker, right there, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're not 65. (laughter)

MR. BROWN: I've always looked 10 years younger.

MR. MCDANIEL: I was about to say, you're close to my age and I'm 57.
MR. BROWN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, I didn't know whether you were my age or maybe a couple of years younger. But that's how you look.
MR. BROWN: Yeah, but I've always been that way. That's just a blessing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: When I was younger, I didn't really like it that much ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MR. BROWN: ... because the girls I tried to date, they were saying, 'Little boy, why are you trying to talk to me?' And I was like, 'Little boy? I'm older than you are.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, sure, sure.
MR. BROWN: And it was kind of like a curse back then. But now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now.
MR. BROWN: ... as you get older, it's a blessing.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's a blessing, isn't it? (laughter) Well, so you're going to try to work for a little while longer.
MR. BROWN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, you're... you're obviously are pretty fit, you know, you have the kind of a job that keeps you ...
MR. BROWN: Oh, yeah, I believe in staying, keeping a routine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. BROWN: A fitness routine. You know, eating right and exercise is basically what will keep us ticking after, you know, the years...

MR. MCDANIEL: Start wearing on us?
MR. BROWN: Start wearing on those around us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. BROWN: Because I could not help, I had, I would say back three, four, maybe four Summers ago, I had to go and I hurt myself in the gym. I picked up too much and I ruptured three discs in my neck.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. BROWN: Well, I found out then that people do not take their health serious until it's too late.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. BROWN: It really taught me a lesson and from that point, I have really begun to really take it serious and especially now that I'm up in age, because we are what we eat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And we are the result of what we eat and it causes us so many problems.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And when the doctor tell you usually it's too late because you have abused yourself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, and Oak Ridge is a good place for, I mean, it has a good medical community, you know.
MR. BROWN: It is. It is.

MR. MCDANIEL: So it's a good place to grow old.
MR. BROWN: Yes, it is. This is an excellent place to grow old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever think about leaving Oak Ridge?
MR. BROWN: Well, I thought about it after I went to visit my daughter out in Seattle. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. BROWN: Oh, man, you talking about ideal.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's beautiful, isn't it?
MR. BROWN: It is beaut... so lush and green.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. BROWN: And temperature in the Summer time when we're experiencing 90s and close to 100, they're like you can ride down the road with the windows down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Like 72 is the high.

MR. BROWN: Yeah, like 74. I be like, man, this is nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But you decide against it.
MR. BROWN: But I don't, you know, when I got off that plane, when that plane start pulling into McGee-Tyson and I start seeing those rolling green hills of Tennessee, oh, no! You talking about the most beautiful airport landing I have ever seen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MR. BROWN: Coming in to McGee-Tyson, that's the most beautiful landing I have ever seen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: I'm talking about you come into all of your metropolitan areas, Atlanta, Chicago, New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. BROWN: All you see is big buildings and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Houses.
MR. BROWN: Houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MR. BROWN: But coming in to McGee-Tyson, oh, rolling meadows, green hills, it's just so beautiful and the cattle just grazing. I said, I'm back to God's country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. BROWN: And this is where I'm going to stay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is there anything that I've not asked you that you want to talk about ... about your life in Oak Ridge?

MR. BROWN: Well, I can't think of anything you haven't covered. It's just a wonderful place to really raise a family and just live and enjoy life, you know. We have it all here. We have culture, we have so much to give.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. BROWN: It's just a blessed area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well thank you so much for taking time to talk with us.
MR. BROWN: Well, the pleasure was mine.

[End of Interview]
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