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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is January 14, 2015 and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Marguerite Blake. Marguerite, thank you for taking time to come out on this cold day and sit with me and chat for a while.
MRS. BLAKE: Glad to.

MR. MCDANIEL: I've interviewed you before, Marguerite, and I know a little bit about your history in Oak Ridge and background but there are those that don't so let's start at the beginning. Tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family. We'll get you to Oak Ridge.
MRS. BLAKE: Ok. Was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1929 and I lived there 'til I was 25 years old more or less. I had two brothers who were somewhat older than I was. They were both in the service and one of them was really on the West Coast and one of them worked for Honeywell so he was in Dayton, Ohio ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: ... until after the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Then I was, I remember December 7th. I was 12 and I remember we were getting ready to go to a Campfire vesper service, which used to be an ordinary thing to do in those days. I belonged to the Campfire Girls. And we had the radio on and, the whole thing about Japan came out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: It was simply stunning. So that vesper service was very different from previous ones.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And that's what I remember. And then, I remember, I went to Washburn High School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me stop you there. What did your parents do?
MRS. BLAKE: My dad was a lawyer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: He came ... he was brought up in Michigan and Wisconsin and he worked his way through law school at the University of Michigan washing dishes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: ...in the boarding house where he lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Which you could do in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And he eventually, through good friends, lived in Minnesota. My mother grew up in Salt Lake City. She was one of 12 children and my dad saw her in Reno, Nevada, visiting a sister and said, "I'm going to marry her." And, by George, he did.

MR. MCDANIEL: He did.
MRS. BLAKE: He did. So they lived in Minnesota. Dad was a civil lawyer, he wasn't a criminal lawyer, and mom was, like most people in those days, was a good housewife, good cook.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: Good cook.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: Which she didn't pass on to me. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: Ok. So, anyway, after I graduated from high school, I decided to go to California for my freshman year of college at Mills College which was a woman's college. My sister ... One of my sister-in-laws had gone there. Several friends from Minneapolis went. Had a great time, but decided I really wanted to be in the theater and girls' school was kind of hard for theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So ended up back at the University of Minnesota.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And I went there and I was getting ready to get my Master's degree and the head of the department said, somebody has just walked out of a teaching job in Wisconsin, would you be willing to go pick up mid-term.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Sure, why not?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: So, I really had taken all of the courses that I needed so I went over and I had a wonderful time for six months over in Wisconsin. I directed one play and I taught classes and it was a ... it was a really good experience because it taught me I really didn't want to teach in a classroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: But I loved directing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: In the meantime, I had met Paul when I was at the University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Paul Ebert.
MRS. BLAKE: Paul Ebert, and he had been working at a radio station in North Dakota where people like Doris Day and Lawrence Welk and people like that were part of the staff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, so ... But he really got involved with the theater, the community theater there and when one couple came to Oak Ridge -- because he was a doctor and they needed doctors down here -- they came down, the Diamonds came down, Jack and Ann, and they got involved in what was then kind of a fledgling community theater down here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And what year was ... what years were those?
MRS. BLAKE: Well, the theater actually started under the Army recreation thing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... in 1943.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: They started doing shows and they did them, strangely enough, in Jackson Square ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... where now, the Rural Legal Services is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: …or where that office is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And they just did kind of variety shows to begin with. So Jack and Ann must have come down in about 1948 or '49.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And the theater down here then had a regular director and they wanted to do melodramas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: They'd done melodramas in North Dakota. So Ann suggested that they hire the director from the community theater in Fargo to come down and do a melodrama.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: Well, Marvin had a car accident and couldn't come down. So Paul, who had been working with him for several years ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... came down instead ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and he did a melodrama. Then he decided he better go to school. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: So he went back and went to the University of Minnesota and that's when I met him and that's when I met him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MRS. BLAKE: So it's about 1950.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: And then he came back down here, did another melodrama and they hired him permanently. And by this time we had decided that we were going to get married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So we got married in 1954.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And arrived here in September of 1954 and moved into our apartment at 182 B Hillside Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: The notorious apartments.

MR. MCDANIEL: The notorious apartments, right. They weren't then, though.
MRS. BLAKE: No, they weren't then. A lot of really wonderful people had lived in them, including people that we got to know -- that I got to know -- that lived in our apartment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So Paul was going full tilt. They were doing plays at Jefferson, which had originally been the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: Down by Blankenship Field. They had bought an old grocery store on Robertsville Road, which is now the West Village Christian Church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: So they bought that building and they used that for rehearsal, they used it for storage, they used it for building scenery.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now is this ... Is this the grocery store that somebody -- it may have been Paul when I interviewed Paul -- said that in the meat market section, no matter ...
MRS. BLAKE: The floor ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The floor was still greasy no matter how much you cleaned it.

MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was still greasy. (laughter) 

MRS. BLAKE: It was still greasy. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: But we loved that old building and we had an amazing number of costumes stored there and we had just a superior group of volunteers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: Just a wonderful group of volunteers.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's where you rehearsed ...
MRS. BLAKE: That's where we rehearsed and that's where we built scenery and then we performed Thursday, Friday, Saturday at the Jefferson so we had to hire a truck, load up the scenery, take it on the Sunday before the play opened ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... take it to Jefferson, set it up, and hang, get lights hung ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and do all that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And then start dress rehearsal and then open there on Thursday night. And then, after we closed down on Saturday, we had to take it all down and we had to load it in the truck ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and we had to take it back out to the grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. BLAKE: So we did that, let's see, I came in '54 and about that time, about '56, '57, the old Center Theater in Jackson Square went up for sale.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: So, there was a great deal of discussion but we decided to buy it. It cost $15,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: And it also included the Post Office, which was part of the same building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly ...
MRS. BLAKE: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where the loading dock is now, right ...
MRS. BLAKE: Yes. Where the loading dock is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where it's always been. Right, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So we got rent from the Post Office, which was helpful and I remember the crews that were down there day and night working on getting the place ready because, of course, they took out a number of rows of seats in order to put the stage in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, Charlie Blake was in charge of that. He was the  ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I think, excuse me, I think, as I recall, at one time I heard that when it was a theater it had close to five or six hundred seats.
MRS. BLAKE: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, and now it's about 340 or so.
MRS. BLAKE: Three forty. Yeah, right. So anyway, part of the deal was we had to cover all the seats because they were in pretty bad shape.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And that meant we had to scrape all the gum off the bottom. So, we had two very large barrels of old gum that we had scraped off the bottom of the seats.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, gosh. Gosh.
MRS. BLAKE: And we had great volunteers and we'd just assign people a row of seats and I went and bought some material and cut 'em to size and gave 'em to people and they took 'em home and covered the seats and brought 'em back and we put 'em in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: So, we opened in May of 1958.

MR. MCDANIEL: May of '58. Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: Which I remembered very well because I had just had a baby the first of May.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: So ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: So that was an exciting month, to say the least.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'd say so.

MRS. BLAKE: Yes. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So how long were you working on it before you were able to actually open a show there?
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, I think it was a good nine months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: A good nine months that we really, that we really worked ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that was ... that was a lot of work in a quick, in a short amount of time, relatively speaking.
MRS. BLAKE: Yes. We had just, again, just a superior group of volunteers. They were just wonderful. And then, we ended up selling the building on Robertsville to the church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Which is now in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. And that's the big, long building next to kind of that circular building there.

MRS. BLAKE: Right, right. Well, the other interesting thing was we sold bonds.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And people were promised 6% interest return on those bonds.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I remember I sold one to one of my brothers and he said, "Well, I'll buy it, but I never expect to see it." You know, never expect to see it ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: And yet you sold bonds in order to raise money.

MRS. BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: In order to raise money to do all the work we had to do ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and to pay for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: To pay for ...
MRS. BLAKE: ... the building. Well, it wasn't very long and I'm sorry I can't remember the date, but we paid all those bonds off with their 6% interest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: It wasn't, it wasn't long. It was like three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: So, you know, it was really a very successful venture.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, we had a great time. We did, I think it was “Under the Yum Yum Tree” was the first play we did and, you know, I just remember it so well. Art Dworkin was in it. Art Dworkin is still ...

MR. MCDANIEL: He's still with us.
MRS. BLAKE: ... in town.

MR. MCDANIEL: He is.

MRS. BLAKE: Yes. Still in town. So, anyway, we had a great time. So, that all went well and about 1958, well, earlier than that, they did have a children's theater that had been operating and performing at Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And they hired me to do two plays a year, the children's plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And that was '57.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: Then in '58, I made a suggestion to the board and I said, what you really need is a business manager, somebody now who can handle the box office, now that we have a building with a box office ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... somebody that will always be in charge of publicity.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So they thought it over and they hired me. So there I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Be careful what you suggest.
MRS. BLAKE: Open my big mouth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And, of course, I had never done anything like this before, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. BLAKE: There was a whole learning process for me, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... it was, it was great. I mean, I really, really had a marvelous time. And we ... we stopped doing ... Going back a little bit; we stopped doing these melodramas at the old Oak Terrace Ballroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And we did them for about four years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: You and I were talking about Alvin Weinberg a little while ago. Alvin appeared on stage, as did many of the Laboratory people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... during the melodramas because there was always part of the show where we called for people from the audience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. BLAKE: And they all, these hams, they loved being on stage ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... doing this idiot stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MRS. BLAKE: So we had a great time doing that. And then we tried doing a couple at the Playhouse but they really didn't work very well in a proscenium stage, the way, you know, the way it was set up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how many ...? In those first years after you moved into the Center Theater, how many shows a year did you do?
MRS. BLAKE: We did five.

MR. MCDANIEL: You did five plus the two children's shows?
MRS. BLAKE: Plus the two children's shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. BLAKE: And we actually did a third children's show but it was done by a touring company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: We had some of the really, really good touring companies come through and do a children's play. There was a group called The Paper Bag Players which were out of New York and they were wonderful. So we did that for a few years then that got sort of prohibitive in terms of money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So then we did three plays, but somebody else did the third play. I just did two of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. BLAKE: And ... they're still doing two shows a year plus the musical now. They ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The musical ...
MRS. BLAKE: ... do in December. 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... combined play.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, the combined play.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, I did, I really had a great time because I just loved the kids. And then, somewhere around 1960, '61, I started teaching classes in creative drama and there was a woman in Knoxville who was really one of the best-known women in the country in children's theater. Her name was Lib Rike and Lib was a big person in the creative drama field and my professor at the University of Minnesota was also nationally known for his classes in creative drama.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, I did that and it was, you know, it was in January, 10 Saturdays, starting at 9:30 in the morning which was ghastly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: But there were 20 kids each class and I filled them up for years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. BLAKE: It was wonderful. Except that it was kind of interesting because as television became more prevalent, I had to take at least two classes to persuade the kids that they didn't have to relate everything to what they saw on TV.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: They really, they really were, you know, Saturday morning TV shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So it would take me a while to get them out of that and then, then it was fine. You know, we really, we really would have a good time. And then, the last of the 10 Saturdays, I would invite parents and we would put on kind of a performance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. BLAKE: I did that for years and years. And I think about all the great kids that went through -- it was fabulous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: So, anyway, that whole, that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And many of those just went on and advanced to the senior Playhouse.

MRS. BLAKE: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You know ...
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, yeah, many of them did. I remember Rick and Ken Lyon were really fun and Ken was just wonderful to direct on stage 'cause he would do anything I would tell him to do. He played the Tin Woodsman at one part in an “Alice in Wonderland”, and I said, "You got to come in on your wooden horse and fall off." "Oh, great!" he said. So every time he'd fall off with this clang and clatter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: I wasn't sure whether he was ever going to get up, but he did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, gosh.
MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, that was the sort of thing that was great fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So we did five plays a year for quite a while and then musicals started becoming the sort of the thing we did. Mostly, I mean, we didn't do musicals. We did Shakespeare.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: We did O'Neill. we did Albee. We did all of the name ... And Arthur Miller.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: We did all of the name authors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And that's what people came to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: They came to plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: Well, then, you know, “Oklahoma” burst on the scene, sort of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: “Oklahoma” ... “Oklahoma” just ruined it for everybody, didn't it? (laughter)

MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, right. It came along and started the whole ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: ... thing on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Musical thing.
MRS. BLAKE: ... musicals.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: So then, we debated. There was quite a debate about it and finally the board said, "Well, let's see if we can do a musical during the summer."

MR. MCDANIEL: Because it, you know, the difference ... Non-theater people wouldn't understand, there's a huge difference between doing a play and a musical.

MRS. BLAKE: Huge.

MR. MCDANIEL: There's so many more people involved in a musical.
MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's usually more expensive to do it because of the licensing.

MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: It usually, you have a much larger cast.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's just more to it.
MRS. BLAKE: It's just more, more difficult to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And finding the people who have the ability to do those things ...

MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and sing and ...
MRS. BLAKE: Right. Well, it was really funny because when we started doing these, and one of the first plays Paul recommended was “Fiddler on the Roof”. And, of course, he had the perfect lead for it, Ernie Silver.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So he proposed that and our treasurer at the time looked at the royalty which was something like $300 and said, "We can't afford to do this."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So we postponed it for a year and then the next year, Paul said, "Sorry. We're going to do this show." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So, for the first time, I did advanced mail orders.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. BLAKE: And it was great 'cause we sold out several performances before the show even opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And we sold out everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Before, and you'd just ... It was just at the box office the night of the show, right?

MRS. BLAKE: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, it was really, really fun to try -- and we never did it again - it was really fun to do that. And so, the show was an enormous success, well, then you sort of got hooked on musicals so we started to do two a summer and actually, they paid for the rest of the year which allowed us to go back to doing serious plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And we didn't sell them out like we used to, but we could do them because people wanted to do them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Paul wanted to do them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and that was really fun to do a serious play.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And the comedies, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: There was some pretty good comedy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's what ended up being the beauty of doing the musicals is they were cash cows.

MRS. BLAKE: They were cash cows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, so.
MRS. BLAKE: And he was doing seven plays a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, finally, that changed and some other people, Dodie Quist, did some of the musicals and so that took some of the burden off of him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: When he was doing only five plays a year, we would take the summer off and travel all over the country. We had great trips and that was really fun to do with the kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. BLAKE: And by this time we had three kids. And so, anyway, when the musicals all came in that sort of disrupted our summer activities ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: ... but, as I say, it really was a cash cow for the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And to this day, they always have at least a big summer musical. So ... 

MRS. BLAKE: Yes. And I have to say, one you know, that I thought “1776” was one of the best I've seen. It was tremendous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well ...
MRS. BLAKE: I really thought it was extremely well done. I thought the cast was perfect. I just thought it was just a wonderful experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, you know, that was, that was really good. I told Reggie that I just thought it was incredibly good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, good.
MRS. BLAKE: Let's see, I -- Paul and I got divorced.

MR. MCDANIEL: So this ... So ... mid-60s, things just kind of continued on ...
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, yeah. We were doing, we were doing very, very well. And then, we had the support of The Oak Ridger because Dick loved being in plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Dick Smyser.
MRS. BLAKE: Dick Smyser loved being in plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he did? Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And Ruth Carey was our photographer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and she would do miraculous things like she would come to the final dress rehearsal, she would take pictures and on opening night, she would have a full scrapbook of those pictures with captions ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... underneath them and you could order copies of those pictures and I know in many homes around Oak Ridge, there were packets of those pictures from Ruthie's supply. She just did a super job.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that, in that, in doing the historical work that I do in Oak Ridge, probably one of the best photographic archives in the city ...

MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... is what the Oak Ridge Playhouse has because of what Ruthie did.
MRS. BLAKE: Right, right ... Well, Ruthie was one ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, I mean, like eight and a half, black and white, you know, prints, you know, forever. You know, files and files of them. So ...
MRS. BLAKE: Well, not only that, of course, Ruthie took picture after picture of city officials, so everything like that, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And she was just a remarkable, remarkable person.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: And so there were, there were many. Betty Osborn was a remarkable person. Betty Osborn ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was a character.

MRS. BLAKE: ... was a character. (laughter) She was talented, just talent was just all over her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And they did a couple of the melodramas that they did at the old Terrace were written by Betty and Esther Kitzas and Helen Knox, both of whom had worked at The Oak Ridger, and they, the three of them, were just something else to watch. Because Betty wrote the music and the words and Helen and Esther wrote whatever the play was. There was ... Oh, trying to remember the name of it ... There were two or three of them that they wrote that were just wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they also wrote -- they also wrote for the 25th anniversary of Oak Ridge.
MRS. BLAKE: Well, yes, when it came time, it was very funny, because the 25th anniversary was 1967 and the powers that be came and said to Paul, would you direct, you know, sort of, could you arrange to make some sort of musical for this or a show of some sort. Well, Paul thought it over and what he did was he went down to the Ford place and he priced a van and he came back and he said to them, "Yes, I'll do it for $3,700." which is what the van cost. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: So, and he thought it was so much money that they wouldn't pay it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and they said, "Ok." and then he was stuck.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was stuck.

MRS. BLAKE: Well, the worst part of it was by this time Esther and Helen had moved to Pittsburgh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So, anyway, he went and consulted with Betty and he wrote, he called Esther and Helen and said, "Can we do this?" and they said, "Sure. Why not?" So the girls got together. Of course, they'd been in Oak Ridge forever so they knew everything. They had access to all of The Oak Ridger files from having worked there and Paul and Betty got together and started doing the music and then they all, Betty and Paul went to Pittsburgh and spent a week there with them putting it all together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So they came back and they were going to do it at Blankenship Field, dear goodness, in August.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. (laughter)

MRS. BLAKE: Well, the music was provided by Ruth Fisher, who played piano and, of course, she was worried to death about the piano because in August the humidity level is about 100%.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.

MRS. BLAKE: And so she was worried to death about the piano, but anyway, they did build this stage on Blankenship Field, they got lights rigged, they did, you know, did the whole thing and they ran it for, I think about three performances.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And it was a huge success.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was called “A Thousand Suns”.
MRS. BLAKE: Called “A Thousand Suns” and I still have the record of it and I said it was really fun. I mean, the music was great and everything was great and the only thing that happened, during dress rehearsal, Paul fell on the bleachers and sprained his ankle so he was hobbling around on a cane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: I mean, why not?

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So anyway ... But it turned out to be a big success and I think everybody was pleased and it made money and he got paid and went down and bought the van.

MR. MCDANIEL: Bought the van. You know, I interviewed Betty ... I interviewed Betty years ago and, of course she's not with us any more ...
MRS. BLAKE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: But she talked about that. I mean, she talked a lot about “A Thousand Suns” and I don't know if you gave it to me or she gave it to me, but I've got, I've got a CD now of it and the script someplace, so, in my archives.
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But yeah, that was a big, that was kind of a big deal for the city at the time.

MRS. BLAKE: Oh, it was. It was. And it was, you know, everybody worked together on it. I mean, we, when we had auditions for it. People just turned out in droves. Everybody wanted to be in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So it, we had no ... Paul had no trouble casting it. And, of course, Ruth had been a pianist for us in several of our shows, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: ... she was long time experienced had at this sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Something real quick about Betty Osborn that she said when I was interviewing her, she said something I've said it ever since, it's "Lordy, Lordy, Cousin Gordy!" (laughter) I asked her something and she couldn't ... she got mixed up in her mind and went, "Lordy, Lordy, Cousin Gordy!" And I... that just has stayed with me ... (laughter) for years. So I'll find myself saying it occasionally.
MRS. BLAKE: I have to tell you, Betty was one of my best friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was she really?
MRS. BLAKE: And I talked to her almost every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: And I just admired her so because she had unlimited talent and she never regarded herself as a person with talent. Somehow or other, she, you know, always kind of considered herself just an ordinary person and we had to keep saying, you know, "Betty, you're really unique. You really are special." Well, we felt the same way about, I have to say, Ruth Carey who was unique. Now for many years, Dick Smyser and several of us climbed Mt. LeConte in September.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yes. We were known as the, as Dick called it, the Social Climbers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And we ... Our first group was seven and we went up in the pouring rain and we swore we would never do it again. So the next year, there were, oh, 30 of us. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.
MRS. BLAKE: And one year, Dick had invited a group of his newspaper friends to come and so there was a couple from California, Long Beach, and there was a couple from Florida and there was a guy from The Wall Street Journal and there was the couple from the Louisville Courier-Journal and they all came and so anyway, we had a group of 72.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. BLAKE: LeConte has never recovered.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that? About?
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, Lordy, I don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: I don't remember. But we all climbed up there and Ruthie, who always wrote a song for the top of the mountain dinner, talked to all 72 people and put everybody's name in the song that she then sang after dinner ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Are you serious?
MRS. BLAKE: ... on top of the mountain.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness.
MRS. BLAKE: And I mean, how special is that?

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MRS. BLAKE: She was just wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So yeah, we had a great time. The kids all did it for some years afterwards. The kids went back up to the mountain because they loved that trip up the mountain, but that was Dick's and we were, we were very good friends with the Smysers and the Careys and the, you know, group like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well that was, and I don't want to take away from today, but that's when Oak Ridge was a really tight-knit community, wasn't it?
MRS. BLAKE: It was. It was a very tight-knit community. We were, we knew, you know ... and the thing I loved about it was that when houses were assigned, they weren't assigned according to who you were ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... but what your family was and, you know the size ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The size of your family.
MRS. BLAKE: ... of your family and things like that. So Alvin Weinberg lived next to Martha Bishop, who was also a great gal at the Playhouse and her husband Hugh. And, you know, the neighborhood was just an ordinary neighborhood and Alvin lived in that F-house forever.

MR. MCDANIEL: Forever.
MRS. BLAKE: And I just thought that was so great because everybody -- it didn't matter.

MR. MCDANIEL: As Fran Silver said, when I interviewed Fran about Alvin, she said, "You know, he could have lived any place in the world."
MRS. BLAKE: Of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: But he just loved coming back to that F-house in Oak Ridge.

MRS. BLAKE: He did, he really did. And I thought the same thing was true of Charmian and Waldo Cohn and Waldo was, of course, the one who started the orchestra and was a well-known biologist and they lived in their F-house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, their little house.

MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, and they loved it over on, you know, Potomac Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And I think many of the people who were real, really up there did that sort of thing because they were very much a part of the community.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: And it was wonderful for me. You understand, I came here from a school in the arts, the theater. It wasn't that I didn't like science. I'd taken all the science courses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: I really liked science. But I knew nothing about Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So I met all of these people like Alvin, like Waldo as friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: I didn't have a clue. It took me two or three years to finally ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Realize.

MRS. BLAKE: ... get connect to who they were and what they did and how ... that was really one of the best parts of living in Oak Ridge was these, everybody was just friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: You know, they were really great. And so, I was very grateful for that and it's kept me in Oak Ridge because I realized, you know, it was full of interesting people. And Alvin would talk to you and Waldo would talk to you. This was way past the classified times. But you could ask them about things and they would be very happy ... Many years ago, three of the younger men at the Lab decided to put together a lecture series and it was sponsored by the League, I think. And so they asked 10 people to speak and they were supposed to speak in English, no jargon.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So among them was Howie Adler and people knew Howie was the big biologist and there was a whole list of these great guys who were talking and it was fascinating to go and listen to their work, what they did for a living and they were wonderful. Gordie Fee talked and I'll come back to Gordie in a minute.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. BLAKE: And then, the last one was Bill Russell. Honestly, Bill could not talk in English.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he couldn't?
MRS. BLAKE: And, he had his notes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Bill Russell, he and his wife, they ran the Mouse House.

MRS. BLAKE: Yes. They ran the Mouse House.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And did fascinating world -- science changing research.

MRS. BLAKE: Yes. They were fabulous people and David played the piano, their son, and he played for a show at the Playhouse one time, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, we were tied in with the family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so anyway, Bill gets up there and he starts, he has this paper in front of him, and he starts to talk and within about four words, we all realized that this was way over our heads.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: Right? You know, we didn't understand a thing he said. But Gordie was talking about earthquakes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Gordon Fee?
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, Gordon Fee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And I've known him as Gordie ever since he came to Oak Ridge because he came to the Playhouse almost immediately and started building scenery in 1955.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: And when he married Miriam, which was shortly after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: She came and also worked at the Playhouse building scenery and their children are the same age as my two oldest children and those children all dated each other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. BLAKE: And David Fee, who now runs Fee-Hedrick Productions in Pigeon Forge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, absolutely.
MRS. BLAKE: ... started out in Junior Playhouse and he was one of my, he was a great, great performer because, obviously, he loved to perform.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And after a year or two, there were several of the boys who took up magic or juggling so when they came to auditions they always did their "bit" so I'd get somebody on a unicycle, I'd get somebody juggling. My son-in-law, my current son-in-law, was one of those that was a juggler and Billy Appleton, whose father worked at the Lab for many years ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... did magic and, of course, David did magic, Mark Young did magic so all these kids would show up doing their thing for audition ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Doing their bits.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So they were just great.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, you know, I've been part of David's life for a long, a long time, so I'm just so proud of what he's done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Just made a wonderful, wonderful situation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So, and I understand, I got a notice from Gordon today that on Animal Planet they're going to do, on their “Tanked” ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It's the “Tanked” show. Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... program, they're doing the fish tank in the lobby of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is it the Hatfield and McCoys?
MRS. BLAKE: The Hatfield, McCoys, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Theatre which David, some people don't understand, David and his partner, they have about five theaters, five or six theaters in the Pigeon Forge area.
MRS. BLAKE: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: They're in the entertainment business.
MRS. BLAKE: They are certainly in the entertainment business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes.
MRS. BLAKE: And I, the only thing I'm sad about is David used to do terrific magic. He was a wonderful magician but he doesn't have time to do it anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: He doesn't have time ...
MRS. BLAKE: He's a producer now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah. So anyway, he was very much, they were very much part of our life and Miriam is still very much part of mine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... because back in 1957 we started a bridge club, Jeanie Wilcox, Bill Wilcox's wife was part of that, Betty Osborn was part of that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and Barbara Manneschmidt was part of that and Miriam. And the bridge club is still going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Miriam and I are still ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're the ... you're the ...
MRS. BLAKE: We were sort of the ones that are still hanging in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're the founders that are still hanging in there.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, we're still hanging in there, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Wow.

MRS. BLAKE: So, you know, so, that's all been fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: You know, it's been, it's been really great.

MR. MCDANIEL: So anyway, you were saying that you and Paul divorced.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, divorced in 1984 and I married Charlie Blake and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Who you have known ... You had been family friends.
MRS. BLAKE: Had known the family for years and years and years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And Mary had died and Charlie and I got married and we moved to Connecticut, Danbury, Connecticut, where Carbide was then and still is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So ... And Charlie was then working for Carbide, so ... And, of course, he'd been in a lot of plays in Playhouse and his very favorite had been “Mr. Roberts” which I think we did in 1955 or '56. Goodness gracious. So anyway, we were way up there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And you had mentioned earlier that he was the one who was in charge of the renovation when you bought the Center Theater.

MRS. BLAKE: He was the contractor. He arranged all of ... And the only thing that really got done other than, you know, by the volunteers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... was digging out underneath. We had ... for the the Green Room, for the tunnel that connected the Green Room to the front of the auditorium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: We had somebody come in and do that. Almost everything else was done by volunteers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Volunteers.
MRS. BLAKE: And Charlie oversaw all of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: All that ...
MRS. BLAKE: Which was a tremendous job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MRS. BLAKE: But then, he could ... He could build himself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: He knew what to do. He could do electrical work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: He could do all of that sort of work, so he knew how to handle that.

MR. MCDANIEL: He knew how to handle things. So anyway, you and Charlie got married and moved to Connecticut.
MRS. BLAKE: Moved to Connecticut for three years which was three years of vacation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. (laughter)

MRS. BLAKE: I had retired ... I'd retired from the Playhouse and the Junior Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And prior to that, in the summertime, Paul actually had turned most of the directing of the summer shows over to somebody else so that we had our summers free again and we hired Barbara Crume one summer to take over the box office. We hired Judy Gray who came to town and instantly walked into that job one summer to take over the box office. So we had people that were running the box office when we were out of town. So then, I retired and moved to Connecticut, but Oak Ridge was our home. So when Charlie retired, we came back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: And Charlie ended up building a lot of sets again. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Because he really, really liked to do that. I swore after I had painted all the children's theater sets that I would never do that again. But I did. I went down and I painted some. Well, what I used to do, Jackson, of course, Jackson Square Pharmacy was there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So I would finish up on whatever day it was that I, you know, everybody had gone home and I closed the Playhouse down and I would walk down to Jackson Square Pharmacy and get a Goo Goo Cluster.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MRS. BLAKE: That was my reward. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That was your reward.
MRS. BLAKE: Right. So I said I have been very sorry for the loss of Jackson Square Pharmacy.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MRS. BLAKE: But anyway, yeah, he did quite a ... quite a number of sets for a while ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and then, finally said, “Ok.” So we just went to the shows after that and that's all I do now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: I really, as I say, my good friend Reeva Abraham is down there painting scenery as we speak.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I'm sure.
MRS. BLAKE: She loves doing it and I said, you know, I just ... It's so many sets for so long. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: That I really don't want to do it anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: And there are a handful of people who came to Oak Ridge, moved to Oak Ridge, got involved in the Playhouse and did it or have done it all of their lives.

MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, and, you know, there used to be a shop called The Laughing Monkey in Oak Ridge and it was run by a woman named Jane Bridges and Jane was one of the early people who started this whole thing going with the variety shows that eventually led to the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I think about her a lot because she had such a good time doing it. And there was Marshall Lockhart who did the children's plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Marshall was, again, a remarkable, remarkable woman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And there are a lot of people working at the Playhouse now who've worked for many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: And I, you know, I think it's wonderful. I think it's one of the better community theaters that I know of in the ... in the country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: The Tennessee Theater Association started and Paul was a charter member of the board of that, and we used to take plays in competition.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I know when Ron McIntyre-Fender was here, we won that competition with the show he took. And it's not as active as it used to be. I think part of the reason is it's hard to get volunteers to go to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And perform that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And now, it's becoming ... It's becoming difficult to find things to do. In the last couple of years, I've seen, for instance, “The Book of Mormon”.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: I've seen “Wicked”. I've seen “The Lion King”. I've been lucky enough to be places to see these shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: They're totally beyond the capacity of community theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of community theater. Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And it's really, it's really too bad ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... because now what they do in New York, Broadway, is they perform shows that are spectacular.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Because that's ... when people are paying a lot of money ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... that's what they want.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: They want something spectacular, but it means it literally cuts a lot of out of being able to do those shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And that's really too bad because, you know, we did all those, we did all the musicals that they were doing in New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it's ... in a playhouse that's been around as long as the Oak Ridge Playhouse, it's hard to find things that you've not done before.

MRS. BLAKE: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or, you know, that, you know, and you can only do 'em every so many years or people get tired of them.
MRS. BLAKE: That's right. And it's hard to do "play" plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: Because audiences, younger audiences, don't come to them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: And that's really, that, of course, that's what I think theater's about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.

MRS. BLAKE: I think the Arthur Millers and the Edward Albees and people like that wrote shows that are really what theater's about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Musicals are wonderful but they're a form of entertainment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And theater's really about dramas and good comedies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And they're hard to do. They're hard to find.

MR. MCDANIEL: They're hard to find.
MRS. BLAKE: They don't have writers. I mean, I don't know any of the writers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... that are writing today. Better get more money if you write for TV or something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: Or movies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: You don't get that much money if you write for theater and it's hard to write for theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: So, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And be good.
MRS. BLAKE: Yes, and be good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So ... But, you know, we love doing those older plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. Exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: It was great fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, you raised your kids in Oak Ridge and I'm sure they were involved in all the things kids are involved in.
MRS. BLAKE: I have to tell you, I look back on it and, 'course I think how lucky I am anyway, but we took the kids to the Playhouse all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: We took Ed one night, we must have been doing Twelfth Night or something, because Paul and I stayed one night to paint. He put canvas on the floor and we were painting a design on it. And we had taken Ed down to the Playhouse that night and put him to sleep in his little fold-up crib in the ladies' restroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And we went home without him. (laughter) And we got home and we said, "Oops." So ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That wasn't a normal thing that you did ... (laughter) 

MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, right. So, anyway, we went back down to the Playhouse and retrieved our son. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And laughed about it for years afterwards.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm certain.
MRS. BLAKE: Yes. But, you know, you could get babysitters for 35 cents an hour in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So I had a regular set of babysitters who came when we were down there, because I was down there all the time, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, of course.

MRS. BLAKE: And so, then when the kids got older, both Sharon and Patty helped me in my creative drama classes. They helped me on Saturday mornings, which I thought was remarkable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Did those creative ... I wanted to ask you, let's get back to that in just a minute, I want to ask you about that, but go ahead. You were talking about your kids.

MRS. BLAKE: Well, they were all in plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Sharon was in “Oliver”, which was one of my favorite plays because we ... we did it more as a "play" play. We actually ran it for two weekends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I just had a remarkable cast and Nancy Stanley, who is still here in town ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... had a son, Dan, who was 12 at the time and just gorgeous and he had the voice of an angel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: So Dan was my Oliver and I just, it was the most remarkable experience because he was such a great kid and I had a cast that I just loved for that. And adults played adults in that play. Ernie Silver was in it. Dodie Quist was in it. My friend, Marty Rom was in it. So, there were, you know, lots and lots of good, fun times with that show.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so we really, we really had a good time. Dan grew up to be a ... god, I can't remember now. Doctor of some sort.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: But anyway that was ... that was really fun. So, yeah, I had great times with the kids that were in the shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, the ... you'd mentioned your classes that you ... Did those eventually evolve into like the Junior Playhouse or was that something different.
MRS. BLAKE: No. Well, that was something different. That was, there was already a children's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: A camp, I guess.
MRS. BLAKE: A children's theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And ... I think what happened is after I stopped doing the classes that in a few years, they started doing the summer camp.

MR. MCDANIEL: Summer camp ... right, right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: Yeah. Which was more of a drama, just a straight drama camp.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: With, you know, more performances and more exercises and things like that than creative drama.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I can't ... I cannot even tell you how many years I did the creative drama. I did it for years. Twenty years, maybe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Wow.

MRS. BLAKE: Something like that. So, you know, it was fun. A lot of the kids were kids who were, that ended up in plays, but a lot of them weren't. I mean, they just did the classes and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... we just had a good time with that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly ...

MRS. BLAKE: The children's ... somewhere along the line, the board changed the name from the children's theater to the Junior Playhouse because we were really aiming to not just have young kids, but we wanted the high school kids ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and the junior high kids in them, too. And we had a lot of those kids and a couple of plays --  I did “Tom Sawyer” and I did that with adults playing adult roles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Because somehow or other that just seemed right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: So I doubt if the adult had a great time ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Kind of the way they do the combined show, the holiday show now.

MRS. BLAKE: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. BLAKE: I'm going to cough.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... so you retired and ...  when you and Charlie moved back.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, and then, as I say, he built did a lot of, worked on a lot of scenery for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And then we started traveling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: So we were fortunate enough to, actually, Paul and I had gone to Spain with Ernie and Fran Silver which was remarkable. Then we went to Greece.
MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. BLAKE: Which was equally remarkable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And Charlie and I stopped for a week in Italy on the way to Greece.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: We were in the hot spots, Venice and Florence and Rome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So Charlie and I ended up going to Turkey and we went to the Galapagos.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: And we went to Baja California, all with good friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Then we went back to Italy and spent some time in Italy, then we took a river trip ... down to the South of France which was fabulous, but I think the biggest trip we took was to Africa.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. BLAKE: My son married a Chinese girl that he met in San Francisco who had grown up in Rhodesia which became Zimbabwe. And she wanted to go back there, she still had friends back there, she has a sister back there, before they started having kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So they called us and said, "Are you interested?" and we said, "Sure." and then they called my older brother and his wife and they said, "Sure." So the six of us went to Africa. And we went to Zimbabwe ... we went to London first and then flew on down to Salisbury and we spent two weeks in Zimbabwe which was remarkable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. BLAKE: Was right as Mugabe came into power.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And one of my daughter-in-law's friends said, "He's going to ruin this country."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: And, of course, everybody thought at the time it was, you know, because he was black ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And then, he did.

MR. MCDANIEL: He did.
MRS. BLAKE: And, so after we left Zimbabwe where we went, you know, on safaris and saw everything, everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: It was gorgeous. We went to Africa ... to Egypt and we spent some time in Egypt on a Nile River trip which was, of course, fabulous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Sure, of course.
MRS. BLAKE: And some time in Cairo, so that whole trip was ... And we also went to Kenya, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What a wonderful opportunity to be able to do that.
MRS. BLAKE: Fabulous. And it was so much fun being in Zimbabwe with my daughter-in-law, who'd grown up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And she had a very good friend who they invited us over for dinner and they were Chinese and I said they had the best beef I've ever eaten because, of course, all their cattle are grass fed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And you could cut that steak with a fork.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. BLAKE: Just gorgeous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. BLAKE: And then, about 10 o'clock that night, King, the host's name was King, got up and said, "Well, I'm off to gamble." which he did every night. At 10 o'clock, he went off and gambled.

MR. MCDANIEL: He gambled. The ... So ... So, you travelled a lot.
MRS. BLAKE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Then you lost Charlie.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, Charlie died in 2006 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. BLAKE: ... and so I hung around in the house for a while but he'd done everything. I mean, you know, he'd done any maintenance on the house he was able to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. BLAKE: So, all of a sudden, I'm face to face with a house with maintenance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. BLAKE: So then my good friend Karleen Richter, who used to be principal at Woodland Elementary School, and whom I've known for years because our kids grew up together ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... said, "You know, I'm just sick of living in a house." She was in a D-house over on New York Avenue. She said, "I'm going to move into those new apartments they're building over on Emory Valley Road. You want to come?" I said, "You bet." (laughter) So, after four months of agony, two large garage sales ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: ... and hauling stuff out to, you know, Goodwill ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: We moved in to Bristol Park Apartments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. BLAKE: And it was the best, one of the best things I ever did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Not that I got rid of everything that I should have gotten rid of, but I got rid of quite a bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... quite a bit.
MRS. BLAKE: So I have been there ever since and it's been really good and I live next door to Karleen ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's good.
MRS. BLAKE: ... which is the best part of it, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's handy.
MRS. BLAKE: And we see each other every day which is very nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And, you know, Keith, I volunteered a lot. I was on the Arts Council, after I came back from Danbury, I was on the Arts Council board for something like 14 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And I, before that, I'd been on the League of Women Voters board and so I don't ... volunteer anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, get to a point where, you know, you've done that, you've put in your time.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, and I like ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You just want to enjoy life is what is it.
MRS. BLAKE: I like taking the ORICL classes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: ... which I've enjoyed a lot. I go to all the League meetings. I go to the Interdenominational Women's group.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Which is really an interesting group. And I still have, keep my fingers crossed, good friends in town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: So that's really, that's made a lot of difference for me staying here.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you still go to a lot of plays, don't you?
MRS. BLAKE: And I go to all the plays, I go to all the concerts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And I have a friend that I go to plays with in Knoxville. I now have a friend who moved here in the area several years ago who, after she had retired, got very interested in the theater so she does, she's in at least two plays a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh, well, that's good.
MRS. BLAKE: So it's really fun to go see her perform. It's usually in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, you know, we, we're going to go see her in a couple of weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: So, yeah, it's, there's plenty to do. I've always felt one of the things that I, of course I realize it's things that we all liked to do when we came to Oak Ridge. There was never a problem finding something to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: The problem was trying not to overdo.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. BLAKE: And, you know, get yourself ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... having to choose.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, get yourself so committed to so many things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And so, it's always been just a great town for me ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: ... because I've loved doing everything that I've done. So, you know, so I'm keeping darned busy.

MR. MCDANIEL: You stay as busy as you want to be, don't you?
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah. And I go visit my kids. I go back to Minnesota, not this time of year, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: I go back to Minnesota because I grew up in Minneapolis and my daughter, Patty, and her husband live there now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah. And Patty really wanted to be in the theater so she is in a way. She is an interpreter for the deaf.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. BLAKE: So she works with the Guthrie Theatre in Minneapolis and does three shows a year there. I just saw her in Minneapolis last August interpret for “The Book of Mormon”.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. BLAKE: Which was great.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: And I have seen her in other, you know, other parts of the country interpret for various shows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: So she gets to, I said to her, you know, it's better actually than being in the play. You get to play several parts, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. BLAKE: ... you don't have to go through as much rehearsal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's true, that is true.
MRS. BLAKE: So, and she loves it. She just loves it. So they're there and then my son, Ed, lives in California. Both my brothers lived there 'til they died, but I have nieces and nephews all over the place out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: And I love visiting California. Wouldn't live there for anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: Love, love visiting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: And then, my youngest daughter is a first grade teacher in Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Oh, well good.
MRS. BLAKE: So, she and I see each other as often as we can.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: So that's good. So I like to travel, you know, that's fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you've been here, you've been in Oak Ridge a long time.

MRS. BLAKE: Yep, '54.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-four, so that would be 60 ... almost 61 years.

MRS. BLAKE: Oh, I know. (laughter) Oh, dear God.(laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: We won't count those three years you visited, we'll say you "visited" Connecticut for three years ...

MRS. BLAKE: Right. I was visiting Connecticut for three years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... you didn't move away.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, no.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were visiting.
MRS. BLAKE: Well, I think we always knew we were going to come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. BLAKE: The kids grew up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: We really like the town, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: You know, that was always part of the plan.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess you don't have any plans on leaving us ...
MRS. BLAKE: No ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What I meant by that is moving away. (laughter)

MRS. BLAKE: No, no, I tell you, the only thing I've told myself is, if I get to a point where I need help.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. BLAKE: I'm going to move to Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Because my kid's there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And she was wonderful when her dad was ill and when Charlie was ill, she was here every weekend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: So I said, "Nah, I'm not going to do that to her for me."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. BLAKE: I'm just going to go there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just go there.
MRS. BLAKE: Go there, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. BLAKE: And that's fine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. BLAKE: I like Nashville and now there are several Oak Ridgers who are residing in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. BLAKE: Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Nashville's a great town.
MRS. BLAKE: Including Jane Buchanan whose son is Steve Buchanan who works with Gaylord, is a big shot in Gaylord ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: ... and is one of the producers of the TV show, Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. BLAKE: Yes. And for years, ran the Ryman Auditorium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well, my goodness.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah, so it's nice to have them over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I bet.
MRS. BLAKE: So, if I go, they're good friends. So, she was a member of the bridge club. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's great. That's great.

MRS. BLAKE: So anyway, no, I plan to stay here for as long as I can because I have good friends like you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely. Yeah, it's good to see you out and about.
MRS. BLAKE: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MRS. BLAKE: It is, indeed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Marguerite, thank you so much for taking time to talk with us.
MRS. BLAKE: Oh, I loved it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I appreciate it so much.
MRS. BLAKE: Yeah. It was great.

MR. MCDANIEL: And thank you for your many years of service to the Oak Ridge community.
MRS. BLAKE: Well, it's been a remarkable community that, you know, people can do things like that. So I've appreciated that, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Very good. Thank you.
MRS. BLAKE: You bet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Bye.

MRS. BLAKE: Bye.

[End of Interview]
[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mrs. Blake’s request. The corresponding audio and video have remained unchanged.]
I have always felt it was so fortunate to raise my three children in Oak Ridge. We had a large extended family that gathered for all the holidays, and we all looked out for each other’s children. The Schools were good, they had lots of opportunities and they grew up to be lovely adults- responsible, hard-working and nice to be with. I attribute a lot of that to our good and interesting friends and to my children’s enjoyment in being at the Playhouse.  It was a wonderful environment for them. We also had special times on our extended trips, which were possible because of the Playhouse schedule. We traveled extensively, and to this day, they are all travelers. And to this day, they all enjoy coming back to Oak Ridge.

When I married Charlie, I was lucky enough to also acquire three stepchildren, whom I had known since they were very young and we used to have Thanksgiving dinners together. They as well as my children and a goodly number of friends visited us when we lived in Danbury. We were close to New York City and spent many happy hours there attending plays and concerts and just generally having a good time. Charlie and I also had a rent-control apartment in the city, thanks to a friend of a friend, and used it every weekend for 10 months until the friend came back. 

Chuck regretfully died in 2006 with a brain tumor, Jody lives in San Antonio and is the curator of the theatre wing of the McNay Art Gallery, and Wendy is a condo manager in Park City, Utah. They have been a loving family and I am fortunate enough to see the girls when they come to the lake cabin on Watts Bar each summer. It was a cabin that their father and many Playhouse friends built between 1958 and 1960 and it was the scene of lots of Playhouse picnics. Again, one of the benefits of the many wonderful volunteers who gave so much of their time and energy to the Playhouse.
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