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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is November 20, 2013. I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Mr. Dick and Miss Barbara Becker, 2780 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take an oral history about living in Oak Ridge. Let’s start out with you, Dick. State your full name and place of birth and date please.
MR. BECKER: My name is Richard Bogen Becker. I was bored in Dayton, Ohio on Dec. 29, 1929. Do you want more of that early experience?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 Let me ask Barbara, too. State your full name – your maiden name, place of birth, and date.
MRS. BECKER: I’m Barbara Nancy Ferns. I was born on June 10, 1931 in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 Back to you, Dick. What was your father’s name, place of birth, date? You recall?

MR. BECKER: Ralph Henry Logan Becker. He had two middle names. He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio in about 1897, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your mother’s maiden name and place of birth and date if you recall?

MR. BECKER: My mother was Helen Hinkston, and I think she was born in West Carrollton, Ohio – a little town sort of between Cincinnati and Dayton.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Barbara, the same question to you – your father’s name, place of birth, and date.

MRS. BECKER: My father was born in either 1904 or 1909. I think he lied about his age to get into the service. He was born in Montréal, Canada.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your mother?

MRS. BECKER:
My mother is Rosanna Mae Hutchings, and she was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how those two met?

MRS. BECKER:
I do. My mother was a nurse, and she was at hospital in Waterbury, Connecticut. She went to a dance with one of the doctors, and she met my father. My father was working at the telephone company in Waterbury, Connecticut, at the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Dick? Do you recall how your parents met?

MR. BECKER: Yes, I think they met at Miami University in Ohio.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your father’s educational background?
MR. BECKER: He had his college degree from Miami University.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother – was she a college graduate?

MR. BECKER: Mm-hm. She also graduated from Miami.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Barbara – your parents?
MRS. BECKER: My dad’s father died when he was 17 years old. He at that time left home and joined the Merchant Marines. That’s when I think he lied about his age, so he could get into the Merchant Marines because he was only 17. He was with them for a while, and then he went to Rensselaer Polytech, and worked from then on for the telephone company.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was your mom a mother or did she work outside the home?
MRS. BECKER: She was a stay-at-home mom. After I was in college, I think, she worked at a little boutique in Hampstead, Connecticut, where we lived.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?
MRS. BECKER: I have one brother who is four years younger.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
His name is…?
MRS. BECKER: His name is Jack – Bradford John Ferns. He is called Jack.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where does he reside?
MRS. BECKER: He now lives in Murrell’s Inlet, South Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Dick – do you have brothers and sisters?

MR. BECKER: I had a brother. He was eight years younger – Thomas was his first name. He died quite a few years ago.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dick, during your schooling during elementary school, tell me a little bit about what you wore to school in those days.

MR. BECKER: What did a boy wear? Elementary school – I might mention incidentally that Herman Avenue School, the elementary school, was in the block next to where Orville Wright’s mansion was. Of course Dayton is very proud of the Wright brothers were the invention of airplane flying. What did you want to know about?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did the typical boy…?

MR. BECKER: What did we wear? My memory is not very clear about that. I’m pretty sure we wore shorts to elementary school.

MRS. BECKER: No, I think you wore knickers.

MR. BECKER: That’s true. There was a time when we wore knickers. I had forgotten about knickers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what knickers are. What do they look like? Either one of you…

MR. BECKER: You want to tell him?

MRS. BECKER: As I recall, they come down below the knee, and then you have socks that come up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of material?
MRS. BECKER: I think they were maybe corduroy. I think they were corduroy. I never had to wear them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about a young girl wearing clothes at school? What did they wear?

MRS. BECKER: Of course we always had to wear skirts, dresses, sweaters. My mother knit sweaters. I don’t remember what else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Lace-up type shoes probably?

MRS. BECKER: Yes, I think it was probably not until high school when we started wearing penny loafers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you refer to penny loafers, tell me what that is.
MRS. BECKER: They’re loafers, and we still have loafers. They had a little slit in the front where you could put a penny. Later we put a dime, and we would say it was mad money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would it matter whether the heads was up?
MRS. BECKER: I guess the heads were out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a good luck sign?

MRS. BECKER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about your schooling, Barbara – elementary, junior high, high school? What kinds of subjects did you enjoy?

MRS. BECKER:
I always loved language arts. I had a wonderful teacher in sixth grade who introduced us to Shakespeare and Dickens and so forth. I always remember that teacher. She was wonderful. I remember all of my teachers, which I guess is a little unusual.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You remember their names?
MRS. BECKER: I remember their names.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me who they were.
MRS. BECKER: Ms. Judge was my first grade teacher, and then I had Ms. Jocelyn and Miss [Darita] and Ms. Smith – all female teachers in grammar school as I recall – Ms. Rowland. Then I transferred because we moved. I had to go to a different elementary school in Hampden. There I had Mrs. Welch and Ms. Danielson, who scolded me because I was reading Jane Eyre. She said “Does your mother know you’re reading this?” I said “Yes.” She took the book and spanked me with it. I was so surprised. I thought – “Why is this book not good to read?” I really read it very carefully after that. I still never understood why she did that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old were you when that happened?

MRS. BECKER:
I was in seventh grade, so I was 11.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Dick? Can you relate some of the classes and teachers you had during school?

MR. BECKER: My memory is not nearly so good as Barbara’s, and I don’t remember teacher names.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of subjects did you like?
MR. BECKER: I liked mathematics and science and literature and history. I like pretty much everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you graduated from high school, what was your education after that? Where did you go?

MR. BECKER: Actually maybe I should mention – my family moved from Ohio to New England and then to Florida. I attended Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, the last two years of high school. And then I went on to college from there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that a private school?
MR. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is it just for boys?
MR. BECKER: It was then, and there was Abbott Academy for Girls a few blocks down the main street. I think they merged now. I have probably a catalog here. Here’s one. It’s still going strong, and its sister school is Exeter in Exeter, New Hampshire.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
After that school, refresh my memory again. You went to what school after that?

MR. BECKER: I went to Harvard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long were you Harvard?
MR. BECKER: For the four years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were your subjects there?
MR. BECKER: Pretty much everything I could take or audit. I was not at all sure what I wanted to be. Relatives are pushing me to do something they thought would provide a good living, so they wanted me to go to law school or medical school probably. I tended more and more toward the sciences and mathematics.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What year did you graduate?
MR. BECKER: I graduated from Harvard in 1952. Then I went to graduate school at Yale, and got a master’s degree in 1954. Barbara and I were married shortly after I got that degree. I continued on for a couple more years to get the PhD.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let’s back up on your side, Barbara. Tell me about your schooling history after high school.
MRS. BECKER: I went to LaSalle, which was a junior college at the time in Auburndale, Massachusetts. Now it’s a college – full college with boys and girls. It was a girl’s school when I went there. A lovely place to be. I graduated in 1951 from LaSalle, and that was all my education. Oh, I did go to UT to take some classes after we moved down here, but that was the end of the schooling.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you heard the news about dropping the bomb on Japan in 1945, do you remember where you were and what you thought about?

MRS. BECKER: I do. What year was that?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
1945 – August.
MRS. BECKER: I remember when the war was over. Of course everybody was very happy, but I had no idea about Oak Ridge. I knew about the bomb, but I didn’t really think about it very much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do recall whether your parents – what they had to say?
MRS. BECKER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about you, Dick? Do you recall hearing about dropping the bomb on Japan?
MR. BECKER: I don’t remember the details of that. I do remember at the time of Pearl Harbor. That was in 1941. My father and I had driven down from Dayton to Cincinnati to visit my paternal grandfather, who had had a stroke and had been in bed for maybe 10 years at that time. We went down regularly every few weeks. We were driving back to Dayton and had the radio on and heard that news. I remember being very impressed with that. I began asking questions of my father at the time. That had a major effect on me. I was amazed that we were in war.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about you, Barbara? What do you recall from that?
MRS. BECKER: I remember that day very well. Of course Sunday afternoon we went out for a Sunday afternoon drive. My uncle Bill was visiting, my mother’s brother. We had the radio on, and we went up to East Rock in New Haven. The news came on, and my uncle was really very, very upset. A couple of my other uncles joined the Army right away. It was very devastating news.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You two met – I can’t recall where you said. Put the story together of how you two met and where was.
MRS. BECKER: I was working at the physics lab. I don’t remember actually how we did meet, but we had a small group of friends that went out together as a group really.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Typically where did you go on dates when you went out?
MRS. BECKER: Shubert Theater was very active in New Haven at that time. It was a place where shows and plays would have their tryouts before they went to New York. It was a very economical place to go at the time and wonderful because you got to see things before they went to New York. Then there was Lincoln Theater that had all the foreign films. Of course we went to a lot of foreign films. We went to get wonderful New Haven pizza – the best pizza in the world, still there. Sally’s [up beats] we called it, not pizza. What else did we do, Dick?

MR. BECKER: While you’re thinking about that, how does that pizza compared to Big Ed’s pizza and Oak Ridge?

MRS. BECKER: It’s better. Big Ed’s is wonderful, and we love it. Pizza [up-beats] in New Haven – they would have clam pizza, white pizza with clams on it, just wonderful fire hot pizza.

MR. BECKER: There’s always a question of the preferred thickness of the crust. We like a thin crust.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’m just curious how that fit in at Oak Ridge.
MRS. BECKER: My brother, who lives now in Murrell’s Inlet, said that a pizza place has opened near them that has got New Haven pizza, and they call it Up Beats. There are several of his classmates that live in Murrell’s Inlet now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s in Florida, correct?
MRS. BECKER: No, South Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve been there. You two guys met, and how long did you date before you decided it was time to marry?
MR. BECKER: Let’s see. I went to Yale in 1952 and encountered Barbara rather quickly. We were married in 1954 – two years later. We were eager to marry after a year or so, but we decided to be sure to wait until I had my master’s degree before doing that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During this time before marriage, Barbara, were you still working in the lab?

MRS. BECKER: Yeah, I was still working and living at home with my parents.

MR. BECKER: Yes, I was a graduate assistant. It provided my tuition and the board at the hall of graduate studies, and a little bit of cash. Barbara’s contribution to our income during those years was extremely important.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your father or mother or anyone in your family influence you to go to Harvard and Yale?

MR. BECKER: I don’t think so. My parents were very influential in encouraging me to go to Andover. I had really enjoyed my time at the junior high and then the start of the high school in Oakwood, a suburb of Dayton. They said “We are going to be moving, and we think the best thing for you to do is to go to a prep school, which will be in Massachusetts near where you’ll be going to college.” That was a big departure. I had spent one summer in Maine on the Kennebec River. I had been through Massachusetts and a little bit in Vermont and New Hampshire. I like New England. It was very pleasant. I enjoyed that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Barbara, do you recall how your mother washed her clothes when you’re growing up?

MRS. BECKER: I do. She was happy, I think, to be at home. She washed my clothes downstairs in the basement, and also ironed in the basement. It was open in the back – the basement. I would hear her singing down there. She just seemed to enjoy what she did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did she have a washing machine and a wringer-type?
MRS. BECKER: I think she must’ve had a wringer-type I think because one of her friends gave us a wringer-type when we were living in a garage apartment, and I had that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever get your hand caught in the wringer?
MRS. BECKER: No, never did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You guys got married where?

MRS. BECKER: In New Haven – Church of the Redeemer, which is a Congregational Church in New Haven.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was your first residence?
MRS. BECKER: The first residence – that was 210 Temple Street, wasn’t it?

MR. BECKER: I think so. Right downtown in New Haven. It was right on the edge of the campus.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your parents have an influence on you to go to school there?

MRS. BECKER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why did you attend?
MRS. BECKER: I don’t know. I just remember looking at catalogs and liking that school and liking its neighborhoods. It was really very pretty.

MR. BECKER: I might mention that we lived in several places near New Haven. After Temple Street right downtown on the edge of the campus, we went to Cheshire next, which is a bit north of New Haven and kind of rural. We enjoyed that, and then we went to Branford, which is on the coast. I remember our first daughter was born while we were down there, and you could take Kathy to the little rocky beach there. It wasn’t a nice sandy beach like we liked in South Carolina, but it was nice and fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your daughter’s name, by the way?
MRS. BECKER: Katherine.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What year was she born?
MRS. BECKER: She was born in 1956.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe to me a little bit about your first house – what it looked like inside.

MRS. BECKER: The first house – this is the apartment we lived in at graduate school. We lived in a beautiful apartment on Temple Street on the third floor. This house had been a mansion that belonged to two brothers. They had separate entrances and really separate houses, but attached. We lived on the third floor. We shared a kitchen with another couple and shared a bathtub with the other couple. We had a little bathroom in our bedroom. All the rooms had marble fireplaces in them and beautiful parquet floors. It was really interesting. We had a kind of conglomeration of furniture that we acquired from both sides of the family and furnished it. We had a rather elegant apartment, but we had to share the kitchen with another couple.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How is the climate there during the summer and winter?

MRS. BECKER: I don’t remember it being…

MR. BECKER: It wasn’t that severe.

MRS. BECKER: I don’t remember finding this out difficult, but we always had it. It snowed on Thanksgiving Day, and then on through winter.

MR. BECKER: The summers were not overly hot.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you guys have a car?
MRS. BECKER: We did. Dick had a convertible – a yellow Dodge convertible, and I had a telephone company coupe that my dad had gotten for me. When they get old, they get sold. So I had that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it green in color?
MRS. BECKER: No, it was black.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Telephone trucks used to be green years ago if I remember right. How long did you guys live there?
MRS. BECKER: In that apartment, maybe two years. Then they, Yale Press, wanted to take over that building. That’s the paper magazine at Yale University. We had to leave, and some friends of my mom had a garage apartment in Cheshire. Their parents moved to an estate that had belonged to a Shakespearean – had been the chauffeur’s apartment.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you allowed to park your car in the garage underneath the apartment?

MRS. BECKER: Yes, we were. I remember that year was the year Kathy was born.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s child number two?
MRS. BECKER: Number one.

MR. BECKER: I remember this garage where we were living was right next to a barn, and it was a horse, wasn’t it?

MRS. BECKER: No, it was cows.

MR. BECKER: The cow was also pregnant, and we were debating which birth would come first.

MRS. BECKER: Ours did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
After there, where did you go?
MRS. BECKER: Then we moved to the garage apartment at Branford on the water, which was really nice. I enjoyed being on the water always.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What year did you guys come to Oak Ridge?

MR. BECKER: We started coming down here in about 1955 for a summer. I needed a big computer. I came to different summers for that. I liked that National Laboratory. I liked the staff that I had met. There was one senior theoretical physicist by the name of Ted or Theodore Welton, whom I greatly admired. When it came time to look for permanent employment, we just decided to come back here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back up a little bit and walk me through why you needed a bigger computer and how that all relates.

MR. BECKER: Some computations people used to do on a little machine, like an adding machine – adding, multiplying, whatever. But more complicated things needed much more powerful equipment. I was needing to do what’s called a Monte Carlo calculation, which involves random numbers and repetition of cycles of calculation. As I mentioned, I think my professor knew some people here. This was one of the few computers in the country that could handle such a large calculation.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did that type of calculation get its name – Monte Carlo?
MR. BECKER: Playing roulette, as they do in Monte Carlo, involves randomness. You spin the wheel, and you don’t know what number the ball will come on. That’s basically where the name comes from.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you first came to Oak Ridge, where did you live when you first came?

MR. BECKER: Brick apartments first for the summers. The first house we rented was on Aspen Lane, wasn’t it?

MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. BECKER: Then we had a chance to go to Princeton for a fellowship year – postdoctoral fellowship year. Then we came back and were on East Drive. Then – I don’t know. We stayed there, and you were thinking about that recently.

MRS. BECKER: Seven years on East Drive.

MR. BECKER: Then we were looking for – that was a rather small house, and we were getting a bigger family and were going to have a second daughter. We bought this property, which came on the market, and built the house here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall when you first came how security was when you came to Oak Ridge as far as your job was related? What you had to go through in order to even get in the plant?

MR. BECKER: Pretty much the same as now I think. There were guard posts. As you drive there, you would have to present your documentation that you were an employee, and they would examine that and match the photograph with your face and let you in.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where you first came when you came to get your necessary security [inaudible] and necessary paperwork to start your project at ORNL? 

MR. BECKER: Where the office was?

MRS. BECKER: I think you filled out those forms when we were still in Connecticut, weren’t we? To get your clearance…

MR. BECKER: I’m not sure. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your first reaction when you went out to ORNL? What do you remember that it looked like and your impression?
MR. BECKER: To me in comparison with the university, which was the only experience I had had, this seemed quite industrial to me. The research facilities were marvelous. They had reactors. They had accelerators. They had computers and a large research staff. It was not overwhelming, but it was much more than a university physics department.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the atmosphere there seem like a college campus or similar to that?

MR. BECKER: Yes, I was in basic research, and it did seem very much like a university atmosphere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oak Ridgers that worked at the other two plants always used to comment about X-10 or ORNL being the college campus of the city with the type of employees they had and what they did and the relaxed “security” related to the other plants, but still good security. I’m just curious if that was your impression as well. How about you, Barbara? When you first came to Oak Ridge, what did you think about Oak Ridge?

MRS. BECKER: I really enjoyed the two summers that we came. The first summer we lived next door to the Ernie and Fran Silver. I personally had a great time with meeting all the people that she would introduce me to. They had been here at the reactor school. They already knew a lot of people and a lot of things to do, so that was quite enjoyable. Then later when we came here permanently and moved to Aspen Lane, we had a great neighborhood. The guys would carpool. That meant that I had a car most of the time. I stayed very, very busy as I recall. I still have the same friends we moved in the same day with – across the street from each other. It was very – it’s always been pleasant.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you find that there was plenty of shopping and hospital facilities and dental facilities – that all that was very adequate?
MRS. BECKER: Yes, I think so. I remember I shopped at A&P, and of course we had those in Connecticut, too. That was familiar. Then the shopping – I think there was Loveman’s and then the little local stores were really nice. We would go to Elm Grove, and were closest to that. We would go to that drugstore and that little grocery store. As I recall, there was a lunch place there, too, in that shopping area. I thought it was very convenient. I had no problems, that I recall, of not finding what I needed.

MR. BECKER: There was Mel Sturm’s store. What was it called? Sturm’s Youth World?

MRS. BECKER: That was later when we started having Downtown.

MR. BECKER: That’s right. That was a bit later.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He was an icon in the city for youth for many, many years.

MRS. BECKER: He is a very good friend, still.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dick, when you went to work each day, did you find that your coworkers were very cordial? What kind of atmosphere was that?
MR. BECKER: Yes. As Barbara mentioned, I carpooled, so I had a number of three or four people in the same car with me. We were friendly and neighbors. The people in the Physics Division were great – experimentalists as well as theorists.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall who was over the Lab at that particular time?

MR. BECKER: I remember Weinberg – was he at the head of it at that point?

MRS. BECKER: I’m not sure. I know he was for most of the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned earlier that your first – you stayed in the Brick Apartments. Where were they located?
MRS. BECKER: They are still there. They’re near Downtown.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the Woodland area?

MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that a one or two bedroom?
MRS. BECKER: One bedroom.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I believe it has multiple floors. Which floor were you on?
MRS. BECKER: We were on the third floor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what the rent was?
MRS. BECKER: No, I don’t remember.

MR. BECKER: It wasn’t very high.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then you moved to Aspen Lane?
MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of house was that?
MRS. BECKER: We had an East Village house. The first house we ever had – that was very thrilling to have a house with a kitchen and bathroom. It was very nice.

MR. BECKER: It was relatively small, but comfortable.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many bedrooms was it?
MRS. BECKER: It had three bedrooms.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 You only had one child at this time?
MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have any more children?
MRS. BECKER: We had one more daughter. We went to Princeton for a year. We were on Aspen Lane for two years, and then we went to Princeton for one year. Our second daughter was born there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is her name?
MRS. BECKER: Anne.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then you came back to Oak Ridge, I presume, after that?

MRS. BECKER: Mm-hm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you live when you came back?
MRS. BECKER: We bought a house on East Drive, and later we put a basement under that house. It was okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of house was that?

MRS. BECKER: They were just called East Village houses, and I can’t remember what number was or what style.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the house number?
MRS. BECKER: I think it was 272.

MR. BECKER: I think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the Aspen Lane house? Do you remember?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, I think it was 118. We’ve known a lot of people since then that lived on Aspen Lane. They didn’t live there when we lived there – all of them. I still remember who lived there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the house on East Drive a different layout than the one on Aspen?

MRS. BECKER:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How is it different?
MRS. BECKER: Its main windows face to the backyard rather than the one on Aspen Lane, which faced the street. That was nice. They had a larger kitchen – more rectangular kitchen.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How is a house heated?
MRS. BECKER: It had gas heat.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the one on Aspen gas heat as well?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, I think so. I think they all were at that point.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of car did you have when you came back to Oak Ridge that time?

MR. BECKER: I don’t remember.

MRS. BECKER: Did we have that red Plymouth?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you still have your telephone car?
MRS. BECKER: No, my telephone car – we drove up to Connecticut for Christmas one year. It was hit in the back by somebody. From that on, it didn’t work very well, so we had to get rid of it. I think that’s one we bought that red car.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now you’re living in Oak Ridge on East Drive. You mentioned you put a basement on the house. What was the reason for doing that?

MRS. BECKER: We needed more space. Some people in the neighborhood were doing that, so we thought that was a good idea.

MR. BECKER: There was also a question of Oak Ridge being possibly bombed.

MRS. BECKER: Oh, the Cuban missile…

MR. BECKER: It was thought that having a basement might be a more secure place to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a mindset in the 1950s.
MRS. BECKER: That was the mindset, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What schools did your children first attend?
MRS. BECKER: They went to a Glenwood. They went to Glenwood, and then when we moved out here and he went to Linden – the old Linden. Kathy went to Willow Brook. Then the new Linden was opened, and we went there. Then Kathy went to Robertsville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The old Linden was on LaSalle Road. [For] the audience [who might] review this, where is the new Linden located?

MRS. BECKER: It’s on Robertsville, very nice school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your opinion of Glenwood School?
MRS. BECKER: My daughter loved it, and I loved it. I loved the setting. It was wooded, and just the setup of the school was lovely.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you feel that the teachers were adequately teaching?

MRS. BECKER: Yes, we loved them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How do you remember their schooling versus yours? Was there comparison – better, worse, the same?

MRS. BECKER: No, I think it was about the same. Good quality teachers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oak Ridge School System always had good, top-notch teachers from the very beginning. Most were young men and women that came in, and that trend still continues today. What were some of the things of the family did for entertainment and enjoyment after work hours?
MRS. BECKER: We had a lot of good neighbors, so we did a lot of things with our neighbors and their children – their families. We did a lot with the families. When Kathy was maybe 10, we started with horses, and we had riding lessons for both the kids. We would spend part of the weekend over at – was it Beaverbrook? You could ride the horses over there. Eventually then we thought we might like to own some horses, which is why we bought this property. We could keep horses.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned buying this property where we are today. Where did you keep the horses here?
MRS. BECKER: Just in the pasture here. We had a fenced in yard when the Turnpike was only a two lane turnpike at that point. We had a lot more land, which is actually belonged to the state. We knew that it wouldn’t permanently be ours, but we were allowed to use that as long as we had a smaller turnpike.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of horse did you have?
MRS. BECKER: We had hunters and jumpers. The kids rode – what is it called? [Dressage] and jumping and cross country.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend horse shows outside of Oak Ridge as well as in Oak Ridge at the time?

MRS. BECKER: We did. There were many horse shows in Knoxville, Norris, [cariot]. Then we went to Lexington, Kentucky, to Nashville, and Atlanta.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember who the trainers were that trained your daughters how to ride?

MRS. BECKER: Yeah, first of all there was Betty Kendall who had State Street Farm at the time in Knoxville. Then we went to Penrose Farm, which is owned by Teeny Patterson.

MR. BECKER: That’s not her surname anymore. She married…

MRS. BECKER:  Haywood. Annie and Christine Patterson were very, very good friends. We did a lot with Christine. We would take on vacations, and they would take Annie on vacations, too – riding horses and so forth.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What you think encourage your children to be interested in horses?

MRS. BECKER: I think maybe our older daughter Kathy was always interested in horses. I had done riding when I was a teenager, too, at LaSalle as well. Not like our kids did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it expensive to have horses and to maintain their care?
MRS. BECKER: Yes. It was.

MR. BECKER: Yeah, it was a major commitment.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back to the early days of your children’s schooling at Elm Grove. After they – I mean, Glenwood. Elm Grove is close to that. When they left Glenwood, what school did they attend after that? Was that Linden?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, Linden.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They went through what grade at Linden?
MRS. BECKER: Sixth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was their junior high?
MRS. BECKER:
 Robertsville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When they went to Robertsville, do you remember how the two schools might’ve differed as far as education is concerned?
MRS. BECKER: You mean Linden and Robertsville?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MRS. BECKER: They started changing classes and moving from one room to the other. I don’t remember that they did that at Linden. I know both of the girls liked their teachers a lot. They really enjoyed school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were either one of you are both of you involved in any after school activities related to the school?
MRS. BECKER: I don’t think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Like PTA or things of that nature?
MRS. BECKER: No, not really.

MR. BECKER: PTA, you mentioned?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MRS. BECKER: We went to some meetings, but we weren’t really very active.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you still pretty well satisfied with the education your children receiving?

MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So from Robertsville, they went to the high school. What you call the difference in the two there?
MRS. BECKER: Of course more mature studies. Again, they were very fond of their teachers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do recall having a lot of homework?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, but not overly so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were your kids good students?
MRS. BECKER: Fairly – B-students, I would say.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how you dressed your children when they went to school?
MRS. BECKER:
 Kathy loved clothes. We were at Sturm’s Youth World a lot. On the other hand, Annie didn’t like clothes at all. She didn’t care about what she wore. She was not a good patron of Sturm’s Youth World. I remember Kathy – Mel had gotten something called Backstage at that point, which was a shop in the back that catered to teenage girls. We were there a lot. As I said, Annie was mostly jeans and polo shirts. Now she likes clothes, but she didn’t care at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back to your shopping in Oak Ridge, you mentioned Loveman’s. Is that a department store?
MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where it was located?
MRS. BECKER: It seems to me that it was in Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the store offer quite a bit of varieties of clothing and jewelry and things of that nature?
MRS. BECKER: I think so. I remember Conley Morris. Every year at Christmas I would get an outfit from Conley Morris for a Christmas present.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that a lady store?
MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was that located?
MRS. BECKER: That was in Downtown.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you mentioned Downtown Oak Ridge, for people that don’t know – where was it located?
MRS. BECKER: It’s where the present Downtown is, but it was a series of stories that were all connected to each other. It was nice. It was very, very nice.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was an open front store. It was not a mall.

MRS. BECKER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do remember some of the other stores you shopped at?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, there was Federal Bakery. Federal Bakery had a French couple come in and teach them how to make French bread. That was very good. They would always make cakes to order. You would have a theme, and they would do whatever you asked them to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember they had a window you could stand and watch them ice cakes?

MRS. BECKER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 It was a very popular place in Oak Ridge.

MRS. BECKER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’m sorry we don’t have that today.

MRS. BECKER: I know. I miss it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of the other stores you remember?

MRS. BECKER: The shoe store. What was his name? I can’t remember his name.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that at the Downtown shopping area or somewhere else?
MRS. BECKER: It was Downtown. Bayloff’s?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We did.
MRS. BECKER: Then I remember Samuel’s of course, for men store. It was really wonderful.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Up in the square?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In your opinion, there was quite a bit of variety of shopping in Oak Ridge in the 1950s and on up through the years?
MRS. BECKER: We didn’t have a lot of money to spend on shopping. We found what we needed.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your children graduated from Oak Ridge High School. Where did they go after that? What was their education?
MRS. BECKER: They both went to Transylvania in Lexington, Kentucky. Kathy stayed two years and then transferred to UT. She was a history major. Annie went to the Transylvania and stayed there four years. She was a computer science major.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where are they located today?
MRS. BECKER: Today Kathy lives on Mountain Hill Lake.

MR. BECKER: In West Knoxville.

MRS. BECKER: Knox County. Annie lives in Ashburn, Virginia, which is outside of Leesburg and Reston, outside of Washington.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She’s the history major?
MRS. BECKER: Kathy is.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Does Kathy ever inquire about Oak Ridge history?

MRS. BECKER: No. Annie is much more interested in the history and genealogy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s interesting. I would’ve thought that a history major might inquire more about Oak Ridge history.

MRS. BECKER: I think she’s more interested in ancient history.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you remember how times have changed from when you first came in the 1950s? Bring us on up to the present day. Describe how you have seen that develop.

MRS. BECKER: I remember one thing. I was very frightened of Oak Ridge because of the Clinton bombing. That was very, very scary to me. I grew up in a town with one black family, and of course, when we came to this area there were a lot of blacks in Knoxville. I was just so surprised to see how many blacks there were. Then when we moved to Oak Ridge, and we were here with the Clinton bombing. I can’t remember what year that happened. I was terrified for my children, for my child Kathy, that there would be such violence that Asa Carter brought from Alabama. I was very nervous about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You were referring to when we had a racial incident in Clinton, and they blew up the high school?

MRS. BECKER: Mm-hm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think that was 1957, but I’m not sure about that.

MRS. BECKER: Okay. Kathy was born in 1956. I was very concerned about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dick, you mentioned about civil defense and protection from civil defense in those days. Tell me what you remember about that.

MR. BECKER: Oh, my. I don’t remember very much at all. Other than the security system that they had at the three plants here, I don’t remember much.

MRS. BECKER: Wasn’t Eugene Wigner involved with civil defense?

MR. BECKER: Yes, there was a professor at Princeton by the name of Eugene Wigner, who got the Nobel Prize. He was an important…

MRS. BECKER: Member of the Manhattan Project really.

MR. BECKER: A person who provided some leadership, although he was at Princeton. He would come down here periodically and meet with other people and help steer the Laboratory’s programs. He became very much concerned about civil defense. In fact, I remember when he was trying to get some members of the staff to work on civil defense. He approached me and asked me if I would like to join that group and give up the research I was doing. I remember he took me on a tour of the facilities in a different part of the same building. It was a large building at the Lab. I appreciated the importance of what he was doing, but as far as I was concerned, as far as working, my research with much more interesting than what I would be doing if I joined the civil defense group. I turned him down, but he was very much concerned about that issue.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dick, you mentioned your involvement – almost involvement – with civil defense. Barbara, you mentioned that you guys dug the basement in the house because people were doing that. Was that part of the civil defense, you think? People were kind of hoping to find a place to go for shelter?
MRS. BECKER: I guess so. I think so. There were people building some bomb shelters and so on and so forth. I think that we were concerned. We had evacuation routes. I remember that. I thought “How would we get out of here? And where would I go with the kids – get the kids out of school?” Every mother’s nightmare – what do you do to protect your children?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The schools had their own civil defense evacuation programs. I don’t know whether you remember that. I remember when I went to school, we didn’t go home. They took us to another place, and parents had to fend for themselves. I can imagine how that would have felt for the parents. Oak Ridge was considered a target during the Cold War. That was very much on people’s minds that lived here. Did you feel any kind of concern from the plants about the nuclear plants being here? Were you concerned about any of that?
MR. BECKER: Only slightly, I would say. We did recognize that it might be a potential target, but it was not a major concern somehow. It didn’t prey on our emotions, I don’t think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dick, did you know what was going on at Y-12 or K-25 facilities when you were here?

MR. BECKER: Only in general. I almost deliberately tried to take no specific interest and no detail. I didn’t want to know details.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During your time at ORNL, kind of give me a little view of the research that you did and what was involved while you work there?

MR. BECKER: I was in the Physics Division, and it was primarily basic research. The Laboratory has reactors. It has particle accelerators. It had a reasonable sized theoretical staff to support some of those experimental facilities and the activities there, but also to do other research – not necessarily connected with experiments being done here in Oak Ridge. It was a very broad program. It was like being at a university, I felt. I could pretty much choose what I wanted to do. I had to sell it a little bit. You had to get a renewal of approval on essentially a yearly basis from the Atomic Energy Division [Commission] or later the Department of Energy. We needed to be doing something that the reviewers of these reports would feel was sufficiently valuable to support. Sometimes an individual or even a small group would be asked to alter what they were doing. Sometimes they would be asked to do something a little more applied in nature or a change of subject matter. It was relatively free. It was really very much like the university – at least I felt it that way.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the Graphite Reactor used for any purpose during that time?

MR. BECKER: I have relatively little memory of the history there. It was of course use early on, but my general recollection is it was not of very great importance later on. I could be mistaken.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you involved with any patents?
MR. BECKER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you retire?
MR. BECKER: Let’s see. It was about 1993, I think. I also worked in a secondary way with the University of Tennessee and is teaching. As I recall, I retired from the Laboratory, and then I believe I continued teaching to finish out a semester at UT. I believe it was all over by about 1993.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you teach at UT?
MR. BECKER: It was usually a graduate course – of course for graduate students. One course, which I repeated many times, was sort of a graduate level introduction to theoretical physics because we had many graduate students coming from primarily the University of Tennessee, although also from some other places, to do some research at the Lab. They needed some graduate-level instruction, which wasn’t available on campus at UT. I was one of a few who taught courses primarily for them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you think about UT’s campus compared to the campuses that you had prior to coming to Oak Ridge?
MR. BECKER: When you say the campuses…?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you compare the schools?

MRS. BECKER: Physical.

MR. BECKER: Oh, the physical? Certainly adequate. I didn’t find any fault with the facilities.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did UT seem to be scattered out over a broader area than the other schools that you attended? Was UT larger in its structure?
MR. BECKER: The University is a very large university geographically, but the Physics Department was primarily in a well-defined spot. It didn’t cause any great difficulty. You didn’t have to spend vast amounts of time getting from one place to another.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How would you rate the Physics Department at UT at that time – say on a scale from 1 to 10, 10 being the highest?

MR. BECKER: Oh, dear. As I was not a full-time tenured professor, I was considered a lecturer and did almost all of my lecturing in Oak Ridge. Very occasionally I was asked if I could fill a gap in their curriculum and teach a course for a semester on campus. I would get permission. I would have to make up that time by going out to the Lab on Saturdays and making up that time. I wasn’t taking time away from my job at the Lab. I didn’t really have detailed information on how those undergraduate courses or even some of the other graduate courses were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What have you done since you retired in your spare time in retirement?

MR. BECKER: I think that one of my most interesting activities has been to participate in what we call ORICL. This is different from Oracle, the name of the computer. This is Oak Ridge Institute for Continued Learning. There are great variety of courses. I could even show you our most recent program that just came. It’s like a real university. We have courses in pretty much a full range of subject matter. I’ve been involved in leading discussion groups, of course which we call classic literature. This doesn’t mean ancient Greek and Roman literature, but classic English, French, American, maybe German, some Italian literature. We meet once a month and have a nice discussion. I really enjoyed that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Barbara? What have you been doing since the children have left the nest?
MRS. BECKER: I’ve stayed really busy. I do a lot with ORICL, too. Also, I have two book groups and play a lot of bridge and go out to lunch with my friend. We have a lake house, so we go to the lake house a lot. It seems like there’s always something – too much to do almost.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How have you seen Oak Ridge progress from the first time you came? Also, what was your first impression about Oak Ridge related to when you first came to when you look at it now?
MRS. BECKER: I’m very concerned about the housing – the older housing in Oak Ridge. A lot of the houses have not been kept up well. They are amazing in that the cemesto houses were so well-built that they have wonderful floors and layouts and so forth, that they’ve held up. There are just a lot of houses that people would not want to move into. I have always loved the city. I think we are very enriched in that we have a wonderful music program, and we have [inaudible]. We have the Playhouse. We are very fortunate in that it is still going on. For the young children, we have the Show Kids. It’s called something else. It has a lot going for it. Somebody a few years ago said that they moved to the Fairfield Glade from the north middle west, and then they discovered Oak Ridge. I thought – Oak Ridge is where there’s too much to do. I really like it, but I am concerned.

MR. BECKER: There are so many well-educated people here that there have been so many wonderful things to do.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That has been the beauty of Oak Ridge since its beginning – the different levels of education, the knowledge that’s still here. Everyone blends together. You mentioned earlier about the bombing at Clinton that was 1958. I’ve been corrected by my partner. You told me during the break that you had a friend that went to school over there. Tell me what she told you about that.

MRS. BECKER: She had to go to the old Linden school, and of course she was in high school at the time. All of the mirrors and toilets were so tiny – and the desks and all that kind of thing. I don’t really know how they coped, but they did. I think they were grateful to Oak Ridge for having an empty school that they could go to. I remember seeing the bus go by, taking them from Clinton to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve been told by some young Oak Ridge people that the Oak Ridge band was there on the first day playing the Clinton school song when the kids came to school at the old Linden Elementary School. Oak Ridge kind of open their arms to those kids.

MRS. BECKER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I will start with you, Dick. What’s the most amazing thing you’ve seen in your lifetime?
MR. BECKER: Oh, my goodness – the most amazing thing. The leaning Tower of Pisa. We went there a few years ago, and it was amazing. The most amazing thing – gosh. That’s something I’d have to think about.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I would have thought you’d say computers.
MRS. BECKER: I think so, but he doesn’t buy my computers today – not the little ones.

MR. BECKER: Once I retired, I decided I wasn’t going to do that. I wasn’t going to be a slave to the desktop computer.

MRS. BECKER: It can be. As little as I do, I do email and I look things up on the computer.

MR. BECKER: Very time-consuming.

MRS. BECKER: It is.

MR. BECKER: I tried to avoid as much of it as I can.

MRS. BECKER: I would rather be doing other things. There it is. You have to be with the times.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The same question to you, Barbara – what’s the most amazing thing you’ve seen?
MR. BECKER: Before she answers, I still think going to the moon was something that blows my mind.

MRS. BECKER: Yes, outer space is probably the most amazing thing. I think also I’m very happy about some of the changes in our world – not all. There’s a certain awareness of the Third World, and I think that Oak Ridge has always been very open in having people come from different countries at the Lab. We’ve always had visitors and their families. That’s been a wonderful thing. I taught ESL for a number of years, and I was just so privileged to meet those people and help with their English a little bit. I love that openness to meet other cultures and other people in the world. Oak Ridge has certainly been that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Have either one of you ever thought why you didn’t return back to Ohio or Connecticut or some other place that you have lived?
MRS. BECKER: Yeah, for about the first six years, I kept saying “When are we going to go home?” New England’s home for me. It’s where I grew up. I’m very happy with Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about you, Dick?
MR. BECKER: I agree with Barbara. I think if we were not here – if we were going to move somewhere, I would like to go to New England. I particularly liked Cambridge, Massachusetts, with both Harvard and MIT and then the Boston area. We’ve taken a lot of trips. There are some wonderful places on the West Coast. Our younger daughter is living near Washington, and there are some fine things there – cultural activities and so on. I think if we were to go somewhere, it would probably be New England, don’t you?

MRS. BECKER:  Yeah, but we’re here. We like it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any other topics or things you would like to talk about that we didn’t cover?
MRS. BECKER:  I don’t know. I’ve always worked, although some of it has been part-time. I have always enjoyed my jobs. When Lyndon Johnson was president, he had the War on Poverty. I worked on the neighborhood Youth Corps up in Lake City and then here. That was a lot of fun and very rewarding because we worked with kids from [Briceville] and up the mountain area. I really enjoyed that. I worked with kids – I worked in the library at Jefferson for six years and loved that. I loved the age of the junior high kids. I was on the board of the Y. I’m active with the Y, and love to do that. Everything I’ve done I’ve been very happy with. My adult basic education – I used to volunteer with [inaudible]. Then they hired me to teach adult basic education and ESL. I said ESL then. I meant GED – and then ESL, which I also liked. I’ve been very happy and busy here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One last question. If you had a magic wand, what would you do for Oak Ridge?

MRS. BECKER: I think I would deal with housing so that we could attract more people. A lot of the people that work here live in Farragut. I wish we could attract them to make Oak Ridge as vibrant as it used to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any comments about that, Dick?

MR. BECKER: I agree with that thoroughly. I think we used to be extremely vibrant. Of course, we are much older and not participating in many of the things that younger people do. My overall impression agrees with Barbara. I would like to mention one other thing. While I was at the Lab, I went to quite a number of international conferences on physics. I was able to take Barbara on some of those trips. Not over the entire world, but we went many, many places. In particular quite a few trips to Europe. Barbara and I went on river cruises – many, many of them with the Viking River Cruise Co. I found that extremely enriching. We been on many rivers around the world. We were also able to live in Florence, Italy for an extended period of time; and Provence, France – what other major link these days?

MRS. BECKER: England.

MR. BECKER: Yeah, certainly in England we’ve had extensive stays. I’m very grateful to the Lab for these business trips, and then some of which we could combine with some vacation to make it possible or reasonable to have the whole family. That’s been a major part of my life experience – being in these foreign countries.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s been my pleasure to interview both of you guys. This interview will be an important part of Oak Ridge history. People will use this interview to see how life was in the 1950’s up to the present day. Oak Ridge has changed quite a bit. We are still a secret city to some degree. Thank you very much for letting us come into your home today. We appreciate the information that you’ve given us.
MRS. BECKER: Thank you, Don.

MR. BECKER: You are very welcome.
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