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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is April 6, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Darrel Akins. Darrell, thank you for taking time to come over and talk with us.

MR. AKINS: Keith, I really appreciate you asking me to do this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's start at the beginning. I know you've not always been an Oak Ridger, but we'll get you to Oak Ridge eventually, but tell me about, tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. AKINS: I was born in Monroe County, down in Sweetwater. My mom and dad are both Monroe County people, that's where most of my family are from ... My mom was a Kennedy, and the Kennedy family, and the Akins family are both from Vonore, Tennessee. Most of the farm land that they lived on is now under Fort Loudon Lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. AKINS: But my dad was a school teacher and a Baptist minister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: So, as a result of that, we moved around a lot growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: I went to six different schools and, either it was a school job, or a church job that got us to move. But we were real fortunate, I think, to wind up in Alcoa. I graduated from Alcoa High School and Dad was the guidance counselor, then supervisor of education, and then acting superintendent for a while. It's kind of interesting, we just built a new high school building in Alcoa and my wife, Deb were privileged to be able to make a donation to the school, to name the guidance counselor's suite in Dad’s honor.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: ...One of the side notes on that is that, when I was a sophomore Dad was offered the job as the guidance counselor at Oak Ridge High School. I've often thought that my interaction with Oak Ridge would have begun a lot sooner had he taken that job.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you have brothers and sisters?
MR. AKINS: Yes. My older brother, Doug, who's a retired school teacher from the Maryville school system and I had a younger brother, Dan, who, sadly, passed away several years ago. I went from Alcoa to UT [University of Tennessee], graduated from UT, and then started my career.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you study at UT?

MR. AKINS: Our son, Harrison, is a PhD student at UT right now, and I was just talking to him about this just the other day. When I arrived on campus at UT, in the fall of 1968, the student advising activities weren't very helpful in those days. (laughter) Somebody wrote on a piece of paper that I was going to be a real estate major.

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) Is that right?
MR. AKINS: Where that came from, I still, to this day, have no idea, but it did get me in the College of Business, and I became aware of the public administration program at UT, which is still there, part of the College of Business. So, I got my degree in public administration which turned out, with a lot of the things I've been able to do since then, really a good field of study for me.

 MR. MCDANIEL: So, UT was just, kind of, always the natural place for you to go to college was it?

MR. AKINS: You know, Keith, that's a real interesting thing, because, both our kids, our son, Harrison, our daughter, Rachel, I remember their college selection process they went through, they looked at a lot of different schools, and visited different schools. When I was eight-years-old my dad took me to my first UT football game. It was Tennessee against Florida State. The only other time that we played Florida State, other than a national championship game in 1999. They came to old Shields-Watkins Field and, and I went to that ball game and I had no desire to go to college any place other than the University of Tennessee from that day on. So that's what I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's interesting you say that. My, my son's a senior this year, my oldest son's a senior this year, and trying to determine where he's going to go to school. He's finally made his decision and, you know, it was UT, Tennessee Tech, or Carson-Newman ...

MR. AKINS: All three really good ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... which I kind of, I kind of pushed him to Carson-Newman, because that's ...

MR. AKINS: All three very good schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he's, he's going to be, he's a music education major, and so, he was ... So, we were, you know, we were really kind of waiting on the financial aspect of all three, to see who's going to give him the best deal.

MR. AKINS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And, he would have been happy going to any of those, but he's, he's made his decision, and one of them just came through, it was not UT, but, and it was not Carson-Newman, which Carson-Newman made a very, very generous offer, it's just extremely expensive go to there.

MR. AKINS: Tennessee Tech's a great school. Dr. Phil Oldham, the president over there, is a good friend of mine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. AKINS: And Marc Burnett, who's the vice president for student, student affairs, is an Alcoa High School alumnus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: And so, I'm a big fan of Tennessee Tech.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, he's, he's just, he texted me this morning, said, "I think I'm going to go ahead ...

MR. AKINS: Good for him.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and text Dr. Hill, tell him I've made my decision." 

MR. AKINS: That's great.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were, they, I mean, they, they really wanted him, and about a week before -- I took him last week for a visit. About a week prior to that, the head of the band program, the head of bands, called me to say, "We've heard that he hasn't made a decision, and that he may be thinking of someplace else, but we, we really want him. He's our, he's our number one percussionist...
MR. AKINS: That's great.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... pick this year," so, we're very, I'm very proud of him.

MR. AKINS: You should be. 

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm glad that he's made a ...
MR. AKINS: He's made a good choice.

MR. MCDANIEL: He's made a good choice.

MR. AKINS: That's a, that's a great school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anyway, that's kind of off topic, but that's, kind of, what's going on right now with us.

MR. AKINS: Yeah. That's terrific.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you, so ... So you went to UT, you got your, a business degree. Did you go on, or did you just say, "Well, I've got to get a job."?

MR. AKINS: Well, I had to go in the Army first.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.

MR. AKINS: I went through ROTC at UT and right after graduation I went to ROTC summer camp and was commissioned as second lieutenant at Fort Bragg, N.C. that summer, and was not going on active duty until the following January, of '73. So when I left Fort Bragg, I drove straight to Nashville, and went to the Howard Baker re-election campaign offices in downtown Nashville, met with a fellow by the name of Sam Bartholomew who, today, is a very prominent attorney in Nashville, who was a young guy, right out of the Army was Senator Baker's campaign manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. AKINS: He hired me to be his college director of the campaign.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you have a, I mean, did you always have an interest in politics, or was that something kind of new to you? 

MR. AKINS: Well, my answer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have an interest in politics?

MR. AKINS: Both my grandfathers were very interested in politics. As I mentioned earlier, my mom was a Kennedy, and my grandfather's name was Benjamin Harrison Kennedy, named after President Benjamin Harrison.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: So, when he would always talk to us grandkids about politics. I can remember in late '50s, early '60s, when Senator Jack Kennedy burst on the scene and was elected president, my grandpa would say, "We're of the Southern, poor, Republican Kennedys." (laughter) And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's funny.

MR. AKINS: My grandpa Akins did not go to high school, but he was a very well-read man, and was also a very strong East Tennessee Republican. So, I heard about Republicans and, and being a big East Tennessee boy, growing up, so I always had this interest in politics. It really galvanized for me in 1966, when I was still in high school at Alcoa, and a friend of mine and I volunteered to work in Senator Baker's campaign in 1966, which was the first year he was elected.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. AKINS: My friend high school friend, college roommate, and best man at our weeding, Dave Lauver, who went on to be on Senator Baker's staff, years after that, Dave and I traveled on the Baker bandwagon. It was June of 1966, and I remember ... We spent all day on the, on the bus with Senator Baker. At the end of the day, we wound up in Sevierville. He spoke to the Sevierville Lions Club that night. John Waters, who went on to be the only man to ever serve as the federal co-chair of the Appalachian Regional Commission, and chairman of TVA, We were at his home, and John's still a good friend to this day. So, that night, after he spoke to Mr. Waters’ Lions Club, it was Dave and I, and Cissy Baker, his daughter, we were the only four people along with the bus driver, big bus, driving back to Knoxville. He was in a very talkative mood that day, and we talked, and we asked him questions and I remember learning about the importance of a politician being able to speak extemporaneously. He told us the best colors for a campaign billboard or sign, is green and gold, with the green being the more prominent color. I mean, I could go on and on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: That one encounter was a real interesting point in my life to, that really galvanized an interest in politics, and it was because of Howard Baker. It's kind of neat my son's classes in his PhD program at UT are in the Howard Baker Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: I told him that for me, that's real symmetry. That Senator Baker was my first real mentor outside of my dad, and my mom, and my grandparents in politics. That now, he spends most of his days in the Baker Center at UT. 

MR. MCDANIEL: That's amazing.
MR. AKINS: I was involved in many student organizations -- Key Club, in high school, and Circle K in college. I was the, a Circle K district governor, and a Circle K international trustee, and got involved in a lot of leadership programs like that, so when I got out of college I worked for Senator Baker’s campaign was able to continue this relationship with Senator Baker. As the college director of that campaign, I got to travel with him a lot because he loved going to college campuses. He would set aside whole days where he would just go to visit college campuses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: Because he loved to do it. This was, this was the, the 1972 election was the first year that the voting age had been lowered to 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: So, the importance of the college vote, in that election, was very important.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MR. AKINS: And so, he spent a lot of time -- still in the middle of the Vietnam War -- and so, after having had the opportunity to do that, then, I went on active duty at Fort Ben Harrison, Indiana, in the Army, in January of '73. It was February, no, I guess, it was the end of January, when they signed the Vietnam Peace Accords.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: I finished my officer basic course, we all, there was such a glut of junior officers, and they sent us all home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MR. AKINS: You couldn't even get into a National Guard or Reserve unit, at that time, there were so many of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: So many.
MR. AKINS: So, that was the end of a very, non-distinguished military career of mine, because I spent the rest of the time in the Individual Ready Reserve, and was never called to active duty.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: Then, but, while I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you a question, because, did you ... ? You said at UT, you were, were you in ROTC? Were you in ... ?
MR. AKINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you had a, so you'd made a commitment to go into the service ...

MR. AKINS: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:... because of that. Now, did they help pay for your school because of that?

MR. AKINS: I did not have an ROTC scholarship, but when you were in the advanced ROTC, your junior and senior year, they paid you $100 a month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. AKINS: $100, in 1972 was a lot of money.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a lot of money, right.

MR. AKINS: So that was, that was a nice part time job.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. So ... Got off track, just wanted to know. So your military career ended, as you said, undistinguished military career.

MR. AKINS: I was applying for jobs when I was in Indianapolis at Ft. Ben Harrison, and I had three job offers, one was to work in the city manager's office in Morristown, another was to work for TVA in Hartsville -- at that time they were planning the nuclear plant in Hartsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. AKINS: But the third was a job in the mayor's office in Knoxville, Mayor Kyle Testerman. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: Who'd just been elected the previous year? I was offered that job, and took it, and then, that developed my friendship, and relationship with, with Kyle Testerman. I mentioned when I got the job working for Senator Baker's campaign, about Sam Bartholomew, but when I was in Sam's office they needed me to go to work right away. I said, "I don't have a place to stay," and he said, "Well, you're from Maryville, aren't you," and I said, "Yes," he said, "Do you know Lamar Alexander?" and I said, "Well, I know his mom and dad." I'd met Lamar, but I really didn't know him. So, that wound up on me renting the apartment over Lamar and Honey Alexander's garage. (laughter) That's how I got to know them well, because I was living at their house taking care of their dog when they were out of town. I shared an office with Senator Baker's Middle Tennessee campaign manager that year, which was a young attorney named Fred Thompson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: So all of these, I was so lucky that, as I was growing up, I was talking to a group not too long ago, and I said I feel like, sort of like Forrest Gump, I just kind of wound up being in the right place at the right time, meeting the right people. That, not, obviously, not knowing at the time the, the consequence of those relationships further down the road. So, I went to work for Mayor Testerman and had a great ...
MR. MCDANIEL: So, let me ask you a question. You went to work for Mayor Testerman, how old were you at this point?

MR. AKINS: I was 22.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were 22. And what was your job? What was that first job?
MR. AKINS: Well, my first job ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, with Mayor Testerman.

MR. AKINS: ... with Mayor, was, I worked, I was a staff assistant in his -- there was an office within the mayor's office called the Office of Management and Budget, which was working under a federal grant, that it was available to help cities to improve their, you know, management capabilities. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: Then, he moved into another grant. The mayor got a grant to set up a community volunteer action program. Since I had been involved in a lot of different volunteer activities, he put me in charge of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Then, I was in that job a short period of time, and he called me into his office one day, and he said, "You know all about personnel work, don't you?" I was 23 at the time. (laughter) I said, "Well, sure I do, Mayor." Because I did -- I was an adjutant general officer in the Army and administration and personnel management, all that falls under that, so, I was at least being truthful about that part of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: So, he walks me upstairs and says, "Ok, you're the new city Personnel Director. “I at 23 years of age, (laughter) he made me the Personnel Director of the City of Knoxville. My intent had been to get my Master's in public administration at UT while I was working and go to school part time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Well, when he put me in that job, which was a real full time job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: So, I had been admitted to the MPA program at UT, and, but never went to the first class. I withdrew.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: So, I always figured that my ... my graduate degree was doing that job ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MR. AKINS: … I learned a lot. Kyle then got defeated in the next election by Randy Tyree, and I was out of a job. I talked to some friends in Maryville, and particularly Dean Stone, who's a long, long time good friend, who has been the editor of the Maryville-Alcoa Daily Times for over 50 years. He just retired, finally, in his early 90s ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow.
MR. AKINS: ... from being the editor of the newspaper down there. He referred me to the folks at the Bank of Maryville, which is now First Tennessee Bank, in Blount County. They hired me as the vice president for personnel ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. AKINS: ...  Lamar then ran for governor in '78, I was involved in his campaign. While I was also involved in Senator Baker's re-election campaign. Then, when Lamar was elected governor, he asked me to be a Deputy Commissioner of Human Services. So, I went to Nashville, when I was 28 . I left that job to become Deputy Commissioner of Transportation when Bill Sansom was Commissioner of Transportation. Then Bill Koch, a young attorney, then, who just served on the Tennessee Supreme Court, was the Commissioner of Personnel, and he became Governor Alexander's Chief Legal Counsel. So, the governor put me into that position, so I was his Personnel Commissioner until January of 1984 when I left state government, to become the CEO of the Knoxville Chamber of Commerce.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: Ironically, Mayor Testerman had been out of office for eight years, and he was elected again as mayor. So I was the CEO of the Chamber and we were reunited...

MR. MCDANIEL: Reunited, right.
MR. AKINS: But it was during that period of time, though, Keith, where my first real awareness of Oak Ridge came about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: Because my uncle, I talked about my grandpa, Benjamin Harrison Kennedy. Well, my, his eldest son was my Uncle Roy Harrison Kennedy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: And that's who our son, Harrison, is named after his great uncle and his great grandpa. My uncle, Roy, worked for Rentenbach Engineering and all during the '50s, when Rentenbach was doing all this work over at, mostly at K-25; he was their chief estimator for decades.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: He lived down in Vonore, and said he'd get up in the dark, go to work, and come home in the dark, making that long commute ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: ... from Vonore, and with no interstate, you know, back in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, with no interstates, that's what I was about to say.
MR. AKINS: So, it was, my last meeting I had with the governor -- It was just two of us in the governor's office. We, we were having this conversation about me taking the Chamber of Commerce job. And I asked him, I said, "What are two or three things, Governor, do you think I should focus on at the Knoxville Chamber of Commerce?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he happy about you leaving?

MR. AKINS: Well, I hope not. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: You know what I mean. He, you went with his blessing, though.
MR. AKINS: Yes. It was a great opportunity. To be honest with you, I would've loved to have stayed ... It was, when you think back probably the best job I had in my life in my mid-30s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. AKINS: Working for Governor Alexander, and all that he accomplished for our state, what he stood for, nationally, in terms of his priorities of education, economic development, healthy children, improving transportation, so many things that we take for granted today. In so many aspects of our state, you can trace back things that he did as governor, which set us in a direction that has had such an impact on Tennessee. The month he left office, National Geographic magazine had on its cover, a picture of the Tennessee flag waving over the state capitol, and it said, "Rising, Shining, Tennessee."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: It was a whole story in there about how far Tennessee had come in eight years from, coming from a governor, who was forced out of office early because he was selling pardons from the governor's office and he subsequently went to prison. From that point, to that point, what Governor Alexander's leadership had done for the state of Tennessee? Being a part of all that. Being on the inside, and seeing him operate, and the members of his administration. Making a small contribution to that, was the, probably will be the, the greatest opportunity, and the biggest honor, I will ever have in my professional life ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. AKINS: But in that meeting, I said, "Governor, what are two or three things you think I should really focus on in the job." He said, "Three things," Lamar would always ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was 1983, December, 1983.

MR. AKINS: This was, in fact, I've got a card right here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. AKINS: ... dated December 19, 1983 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: ... and it's the notes that, that, from that, from that meeting.

MR. MCDANIEL: From that meeting.
MR. AKINS:  Lamar always does things in threes. We used to kid him that, when he was in Sunday school, if somebody said, 'Now Lamar 'recite the 10 Commandments.' He would say, 'There are three parts.' (laughter) Everything's in threes. The first thing he said was, start a Leadership Knoxville program, and we did. In 1983, the only community leadership program in Tennessee was in Nashville. Now virtually, every community in Tennessee has a Leadership program.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. AKINS:   "The second thing is," he said, "to get Anderson County, Blount County, and Knox County, to work together as a team." So, that was the impetus of all the regional economic development effort – one of the things, that now people take for granted, well, it was Lamar's idea.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. AKINS: Then, that became a top priority of the time I was at the Chamber. But the third one, he said, "Get across in the right way the Oak Ridge Corridor."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: He said that the Knoxville Chamber should lead the way in helping to convince people, and to educate people, about how important Oak Ridge is. Now, this is 1983. Union Carbide was still in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: I can't think of a better example of, of what a visionary Lamar Alexander was. Of course, he, in working again with Senator Baker, you know, in 1984 so it was the following year, when I was at the Chamber, was when the contract was re-competed and Martin Marietta won the contract. It had those provisions in the famous Volume IV, which talked about community engagement, tech transfer economic development, all of these things, that, that came into play. So I had my marching orders, at the Knoxville Chamber, coming from him, to say that that's not just important to Oak Ridge, that's important to Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MR. AKINS: And beyond that, it's important to the entire region. So that was the real impetus for me to say, I need to learn more about Oak Ridge. It was so funny, I heard about this thing called the Roane-Anderson Development Council that met every Friday morning at Alexander Inn. You go in there, and get you some eggs, and biscuits and gravy, and sit around and people like, you know, Pete Craven, Tom Maxwell, Gene Joyce, Ralph Aurin, Tom Hill and others..
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MR. AKINS: I started driving over Friday mornings to the Alexander Inn, and going to those meetings. Of course, Roane-Anderson later became ETEC, East Tennessee Economic Council.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But, and it was so funny because they initially thought I was a spy. (laughter) I mean, there was this real distrust of Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. AKINS: But Gene Joyce, truly a man ahead of his time, he and I bonded immediately, because Gene had this regional vision and, and was way out front in terms of advocating for a greater regional cooperation. So, I felt very fortunate to get to know Gene early on, and had a friendship with him, and worked with him a lot as we, we developed these ideas. A funny example of one of the things when we decided that we were going to have a meeting and this was in; this was probably in fall of '84 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: ... We were going to get 10 leaders from Oak Ridge, 10 leaders from Blount County, and 10 leaders from Knoxville, to go to Blackberry Farm in Blount County and spend the weekend together, and talk about how can we work together, does it make sense for us to figure out ways we can work together. I'm going to tell this story on Tom Hill. Tom knows I tell this so I'm not saying something that he doesn't know that I tell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But Tom was very suspicious of this. He asked me one day, "Well, who's going to be there from Knoxville?" So, I had the list.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: And, I said, "Well here's the list." The first name on that list was Jim Haslam, and so, this was 1984, and Tom said to me, "Who's Jim Haslam?" It sort of illustrates the disconnect that people had, and people in Oak Ridge didn't know who Tom Hill was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: Well, Tom Hill needed to know Jim Haslam, and Jim Haslam certainly needed to know Tom Hill. I said, "This is the whole point of this exercise."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Tom finally came around, years later. In fact, we had many friendly, affectionate conversations about those days, and how that he finally said, when Deb and I moved to Oak Ridge about 10 years ago, and so, when we finally became Oak Ridge residents Tom said, "I can finally trust you." (laughter) But, so we had that meeting and it was tremendous. We had Marvin Runyon come to speak.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was head of TVA, wasn't he?
MR. AKINS: He was head of chairman of TVA. Governor Alexander came. We had Dr. Ed Boling, who was president of the University of Tennessee, at the time, and others. It was tremendous, this energy and this enthusiasm. So, we literally went through this exercise, said, "Let's come up with some big ideas." We said that the definition of a big idea is something tangible, specific thing you're going to do. But what makes it a big idea, is the fact that that activity, that project, that effort, symbolizes something much greater than that activity itself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. AKINS: So, this is what we came up with, and this is just in a brainstorm meeting. We said, "Build Pellissippi Parkway. Of course, the term, 'Pellissippi Parkway,' didn't come along, but, "Build a four lane highway that would connect the airport to Oak Ridge. So Oak Ridge would have an airport. Oak Ridge, to this day, is the largest city in Tennessee that doesn't have a municipal airport. So, the idea, one of the goals of that was to connect Oak Ridge to McGhee Tyson Airport.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: Another big idea was, let's work with the Public Service Commission to make it a local call between Oak Ridge and Knoxville, Maryville and Knoxville, because back in those days it was a long distance call. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: When, when we were, I can remember, you would, growing up in Blount County, you'd, you'd go out to one of the phone booths out at the old McGhee Tyson Airport, and use the pay phone there, because it was a local call (laughs) It was a local call.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: So, that was ... that was one of the, one of the ideas. Another idea was to improve air service, and to work together to put a priority on improving air service at McGhee Tyson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Then ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, let me ask you a question. I'm going to interrupt you. What year was this meeting?

MR. AKINS: 1984.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1984, so, you think, these were just, these were just ideas.
MR. AKINS: Oh, you could've, you could've, you could've added on there, "And let's build a rocket ship and go to Mars."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: That wouldn't have been any more far-fetched than any of those things we just said.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, exactly. So go ahead, continue. I'm sorry.
MR. AKINS: Another one was that, we have an annual state legislative agenda. That we should go to Nashville every year, and meet with the governor, the cabinet, and the legislature, and, collectively, talk about, you know, here are initiatives, activities that we agree on as a group. Of course, that's still going on today. Then, the final one was, "Let's figure out a way to market ourselves as a region, not individual communities.  Because none of the communities really had the resources to do a very good job of, of marketing. So, the idea was, "Let's combine the limited resources we have, and promote the region." One of the examples that came to us, Yeah, let's do like the Airport Motor Mile, because there's nobody more competitive than a bunch of car dealers. But those car dealers out there on Alcoa Highway know it's in all of their best interests to go together, and market that stretch of highway as the best place in East Tennessee to go buy a car, because they're all selling to a larger customer base if they attract more people. Now then, it becomes the individual car dealers' responsibility to have an attractive dealership, to display their cars in the right, attractive way, have a great sales force on the lot, and have a great service department because those, so those customers will keep coming back. So, that was the analogy that we used. That doesn't mean that Oak Ridge still wants to do what's right for Oak Ridge and Maryville, Alcoa and Blount County wants do to what's right for them, and the same for Knoxville. But if we got more attention to our region, and got more business prospects, and industrial prospects, and corporate headquarters, and so forth, looking at our area, and, particularly, going back, you know, Lamar's talk about the Oak Ridge Corridor. 

Really stress the global brand that Oak Ridge brings to our region. That was a tough fight. People in Knoxville said, "Ah, nobody knows anything about Oak Ridge." It's always the challenge when you do something, a regional effort, the larger community has got to have a lot of patience, it has to have a lot of understanding, and a lot of empathy with the smaller communities. Knoxville, since that period of time, they've kind of, they've struggled with that. And to this day they still struggle. But the thing is, when you think about it, and this is the thing I, when I was there, and, sort of, advocating this philosophy, that nobody benefits more from a strong Oak Ridge, and a strong Gatlinburg, or a strong Maryville, than Knoxville. I mean the business services, and all the because it's the hub. So, anyway, you know, we got challenges today, but back then, it was, it was outright warfare. Because previous to this, you know, the respective economic development organizations in those communities, they saw their greatest competitors were the community right next door.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure.

MR. AKINS: Not Georgia, or North Carolina, it was, if you're in Blount County, the enemy was Knoxville. I always found it interesting, if you look at the Worlds' Fair in Knoxville. You, in the early '80s, and if you looked at the 150-page visitor's guide, you know, that you'd buy to go to the Worlds' Fair, and it had all the exhibits, and so forth and so on. The theme was, 'Energy Turns the World.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Well, you'd think that Oak Ridge, and, and then, Union Carbide, would be the biggest sponsor. The only mention of Oak Ridge in that whole book was in the back, 'Other Places to See While You're in Knoxville,' and it had a little ad from the Convention and Visitors Bureau from Oak Ridge, that said, "See the Historic Graphite Reactor in Oak Ridge.” 
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: The former Federal Co-Chair of the Appalachian Regional Commission, said about the South, "We're halfway there, but we have a long way to go." So, in our evolving as a region, we're halfway there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Particularly, when you consider where we started from back in the time frame I'm talking about. We've come a long way, but that doesn't mean we still don't have a long way to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But we're way ahead of where we were back in the mid-'80s, when we had the meeting at Blackberry Farm. So, the great thing about that, and all those areas that I just defined, in each one of those areas, we’ve made progress. A new airport, I mean, we all gripe, but the biggest problem with McGhee Tyson is, is not the frequency of flights, it's the cost of the flights. There's still efforts going on to attract low fare carriers, and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But we've made a lot of progress airport. Pellissippi Parkway is there. We still do a regional legislative agenda. We've got regional economic development programs. It is a local telephone call to Knoxville from Oak Ridge. So, when you look back to that meeting, and those goals that those 30 people agreed to as important things, that we needed to work together, as a region, we got them all done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that, was that meeting, did that evolve into something else? I mean, to an organization, or ... ?
MR. AKINS: Well, it did, which was initially called the Resource Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: That's another interesting aspect of this, because I had already begun conversations with Chris Whittle, who was then the, you know, the old 13-30 Corporation.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was kind of the heyday of Whittle.

MR. AKINS: And which became, when he bought his partners out, became Whittle Communications. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: They had just decided they were going to stay in Knoxville, and build the big building, which is now the Howard Baker Courthouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. AKINS: So, I had this conversation with Chris Whittle, and I said, "Now that you've decided to keep your business here, we certainly want to make sure that we're a community where you want to be." I said, "Is there any way that we could work with your brain trust at Whittle, to figure out better ways we can tell the story?" So he, he said, “Yes.” So, he turned me over to Nick Glover, who was the president of Whittle at that time, and I got this in-depth indoctrination on the philosophy, and approach of Whittle Communications and how that can be transferred to telling a community story. And as a part of the effort, we worked with the, the Graduate School of Planning at UT, and got graduate students to, in teams, and they went to places like Indianapolis and Raleigh-Durham and Jacksonville and different places that were, had been very successful from an economic development standpoint. One of the ironic things about that, one of those graduate students was Madeline Rogero.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. AKINS: The Mayor of Knoxville, now. That's the first I met Madeline. So, what came out of that matched exactly to what Lamar was saying about the region working together, and to what was, came out of the Blackberry meeting? So, it all lined up that a regional approach was the way to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: Chris Whittle said that he would make a $50,000 cash donation to taking this report that all these graduate students came up with, with one stipulation. He said, if you'll take that $50,000 and hire Charlie Tombras, and the Tombras Advertising Agency to develop a plan, a marketing plan, to help achieve this.  Then Mike Collins, who was a Whittle executive, stepped down from Whittle, and took over as the first CEO of this regional organization. The name that Charlie came up with was Tennessee’s Resource Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: That was the name before Innovation Valley, was the Resource Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. AKINS: That organization is now called the East Tennessee Economic Development Agency.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. AKINS: The CEO is Allen Neel. We now have two; unfortunately, we've got two organizations, ETEDA, and Innovation Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: I wish those two organizations worked more cooperatively, but that's a whole other discussion. That was one of the outgrowths that came out of that Fall 1984 meeting at Blackberry Farm.
MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow. And, as you said, it's, its still, and it’s still a struggle. It's still a struggle to get people to think that way, isn't it?

MR. AKINS: Yeah. The thing about it is, and the challenge is really acute here in Oak Ridge. After those beginnings that I've just described, of my awareness of Oak Ridge, and then, a lot of the friendships and relationships I was able to develop. Then, in the course of my business, you know, when I left the Chamber, I started a business in partnership with Charlie Tombras. It was called Akins and Tombras, which, Akins and Tombras, turned into Akins Crisp, and it's now Akins.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So, what kind of, what kind of business was it? PR or ... ?

MR. AKINS: The way Charlie, my first business partner, he thought we were starting a PR firm. And I thought we were starting a, a public strategy company. Over time, Because Charlie's an ad man, and he was seeing public relations in a very narrow focus. I always saw and, to this day, I call -- because the name of my company now, is Akins Public Strategies -- I see public relations as a tool and marketing as a tool, and community relations as a tool – these are tools that you use. But what you're trying to do two things. One is to appreciate, and understand that the most valuable thing that a person, company, or organization, has is its reputation. Not its image. You can buy an image. You can go out here and buy advertising, and do different things, and you can create an image. But you earn a reputation. You earn that reputation on how you conduct your business, how you deal with your clients, how you deal with the community, how you give back to the community, how you conduct your business. That earns you a certain reputation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Then, the next part about it is, people want to do business with somebody that has a good reputation. Well, how do you make more people aware of that good reputation? Because a, because a person like me, I can point out what I just said, but I, I can't help you earn a good reputation. That's up to you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. AKINS: Just how you conduct yourself, and how you run your business. That creates the reputation, either good or bad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But what we can do, though, is to say how you expand that reputation is through understanding the importance of relationships. Relationships are different than contacts. I mean, you have a big Rolodex, and have a lot of contacts, but how do you turn contacts into relationships. Relationships are where there's more of a trustful feeling, people are willing to give you the benefit of the doubt. There's a true relationship there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: People, when they're looking to do business with somebody, somebody with a good rep, good reputation, in which you have an existing relationship, that really moves you much further up the, up the line in terms of somebody you would like to do business with. Now, I'm not talking about retail business. That's a whole other thing.

But the kinds of professional type ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Professional relationships and services.

MR. AKINS: ... services and, and so, that's been the focus of our business and ...

and so much of it, through the years, is concentrated here in Oak Ridge, by dealing with contractors and other businesses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: But those two things are extremely important to the success, you know, the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're kind of like an inner circle advisor, aren't you? To a certain degree.

MR. AKINS: Yeah, and the, I ... Most of my clients have been long, long time clients, and I'm just, sort of, I'm an adjunct staff person ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. AKINS: ... and we, and the advice that you would give a client, related to building reputation, and creating, and sustaining relationships, goes across ... That's why I say, and there's all kinds of tools that you would have to, that you, from time to time, have to deploy in order to do those two things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. AKINS: So it's not just one thing, it's not just public relations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. AKINS: It's a multitude of other things. We've been fairly -- my business is 26 years old now, and we've been fairly successful and I… The thing is, you couldn't do, this is one of the great things about Oak Ridge, and I couldn't do what I do in Maryville. I couldn't do it in Morristown. But the fact that here in Oak Ridge, we've got this relatively small community, that spends about three or four billion dollars a year investing in important federal missions with a multitude of businesses, small, intermediate size and large, you know, that does this work. I mean, I, it's, it's the ideal place to do this and so, that's why my wife and I have just have gravitated more and more to being, to being here in Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: ... and being involved here in the community, and all those kind of things. But that's, that's what we've done for a long time, and we'll continue to do until I hang it up (laughter) and retire.

MR. MCDANIEL: The, it's interesting you should, you should say that because I've been around Oak Ridge for, you know 20 plus years, and involved in certain aspects. You know, you try to come up with ideas, and come up with things to do. One of the, one of the common threads of meetings that I've been in over the years is, when we didn't really know how to do it, or what to do, we always say, "Well, let's ask Darrell." (laughter) "Darrell will know what to do." You know ... (laughter)

MR. AKINS: Well, I appreciate that. I appreciate that. That's called reputation.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's called reputation.
MR. AKINS: That's called reputation. That's a big portion of it also, and the things I've been so lucky with is, here we've got Senator Alexander, and I talked about all these things he did as governor, and what an advocate he was for Oak Ridge ...back then. Today, Senator Alexander is the chairman of the Energy and Water Subcommittee and the Senate Appropriations Committee that funds over 90 percent of the programs here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: So, for me, personally, to have been a part of that journey -- and it's been a personal journey for me -- but it's been a journey for Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MR. AKINS: It's been a, an important part of Lamar Alexander's career.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about having someone who understands what he's responsible for, in the position that he's in, you know, you couldn't ask for anything more.

MR. AKINS: Well, yeah, and it's like when Senator Baker was the Senate Majority Leader.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: You know, one of the things I always say, Senator Baker, a great man, who should have been president.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Would have been a great president. He knew more about Oak Ridge than almost anybody I know, maybe other than the late great Bill Wilcox ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. AKINS: Senator Baker's knowledge of, and focus, because that goes back to his dad. Congressman Baker represented Anderson County back in the day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: And even when he was the, a District Attorney General, Oak Ridge was in his district.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. AKINS: So, Senator Baker grew up knowing about Oak Ridge and in appreciation of Oak Ridge. Then, with Lamar working with Senator Baker, that sort of, that team of Baker, Alexander, was very important, and when he, when, when they were both ... Senator Baker's Majority Leader, and Lamar was governor, I mean, what an ideal situation that was. Well, so, now we sit with Senator Alexander, on the Senate Appropriation Committee, chairing the right subcommittee, and our great congressman, Chuck Fleischmann, who's done a tremendous job of learning Oak Ridge, tremendous job during the brief period of time that he's been in Congress. He's the vice chairman of the House Energy and Water Subcommittee for Appropriations. We're in a very advantageous situation. Governor Haslam has a tremendous appreciation, and understanding of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Our own native son, Senator Randy McNally, who's about to become the next lieutenant governor of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS:  We've got Jim Henry, from Kingston, very knowledgeable person about Oak Ridge, as the deputy governor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Ken Yager, former county executive of Roane County, tremendous ... who is the chairman of the state senate state and local government committee. We have tremendous resources, and it's hard to figure out these big ideas ..to say, and to go to leaders like that, because they need the community to come to them. It doesn't ... They can't come in and tell us what to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MR. AKINS: We, as a community, we have to say, Senator, Congressman, Mr. Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Deputy Governor, Governor, here's the big idea. We as a community want to pull together to do this, and we want you to help us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Whenever we do that, big things happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Big things happen.
MR. AKINS: One of the things I think we've really struggled, both as a region, and as an Oak Ridge community, is to come up with a new set of big ideas like we did in 1984.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. AKINS: So, we're in an era right now, it's ironic, because the opportunities we have with the national park, with other development opportunities here in Oak Ridge that, that can take place, with the, the strong importance of the science, and national security missions that we have here at ORNL, and Y-12, the strength of the environmental management programs are really making great progress in cleaning up the legacy waste. You know, it's, we're in a, we're in a really unique spot, but what's distressing is, since I started going to those breakfasts at the Alexander Inn, there's probably more disconnect between the Department of Energy, and the city, right now, than there has been in that whole time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. AKINS: There's, there's, the city's got some real challenges. I think there's equal cause or, I don't want to say blame, but there are things on each side, that are causing problems that, it's difficult for the other side to appreciate what those are.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. AKINS: You know, we ... On the DOE [Department of Energy] side, when they reorganized the DOE structure here and did away with the strong site manger position. You know, Gerald Boyd was the site manager .... That was a real golden era ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, oh, yeah.
MR. AKINS: ... in Oak Ridge of cooperation, communication, Gerald should go down in history a one of the most effective leaders, not just for the Department of Energy, but for the whole community. Gerald has earned a spot to be recognized as one of the really important leaders in the history of Oak Ridge. And he's still here. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: You know, he and BJ, chose to stay and live here when his, he retired from DOE. He didn't move someplace else, he stayed here and he's still engaged in the community and he's still active. So, it's distressing, it's really distressing, that at a time when we probably have the greatest potential to do more great things for Oak Ridge, that we spend so much energy, and time, fighting over things like, you know, the water plant, and where to site a landfill, and griping about not enough people that work at the plants live in Oak Ridge. You know, the way you make that happen is to make Oak Ridge more of a, an attractive place to live and they'll live here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure, exactly.

MR. AKINS: You can't tell, in this day and time, you can't tell people where to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: But that's a frustration. So, I think that's our challenge, and what other, what time I have still to work in the next few, several years, if I, I guess if I was putting another, putting together another card of things to do, is doing anything, and everything we can to bridge that gap and to, to get people to have a greater appreciation of the uniqueness of Oak Ridge. There's so many people have moved in here, they do not have a full appreciation of why Oak Ridge is here. We were talking earlier about George Robinson's book about Oak Ridge that was published back in the early '50s. Bill Wilcox gave me a copy, one of his copies of that book, back when it was reprinted. George Robinson in there, talks about Oak Ridge, that Oak Ridge is a city with a purpose. The purpose of Oak Ridge, today, is the same purpose we had when General Leslie Groves created us. It's to be the host community for viable, important, national, and global science, and technology, and national defense missions.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.

MR. AKINS: That's why we're here.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's why we're here.
MR. AKINS: Oak Ridge is not here because this happened to be where the stagecoach used to stop, or the cattle drive used to go through or where the bend in the river was where the riverboat stopped.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: America created Oak Ridge. So, we, as Oak Ridgers, have a responsibility, I think, to the country, to appreciate that and what that purpose is. We get so small-minded sometimes, I think, in our struggles, and budget problems, and everything, in the near term, that we lose appreciation of the history. But it's not just the history, because I hear this all the time. "Oak Ridge spends too much time talking about its history." "It has its mind in the past; we need to look to the future." When we appreciate why Oak Ridge is a city of purpose, it's only when we understand and appreciate that, can we look to the future.

MR. MCDANIEL: Can we see the future.

MR. AKINS: Because the future is grounded in what that is all about. Because if we didn't have that past, we would be somebody else. We would be Morristown or we would be another nice small southern community. We would really be, probably a, maybe, Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: Clinton might have annexed us, or whatever.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's true, that's true.
MR. AKINS: Which would have been ok, but that's not who we are. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: Our unique purpose is to understand that. That's our big challenge. I think that's the oral histories and, Keith, the work you have done in capturing these stories, and the work Ray Smith, and Bill Wilcox, and other people have done, is to capture all that, and we have an obligation to make sure people understand. That's why the national park is such a great thing. Those people that think you cannot appreciate your past, and look to the future are so wrong.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. AKINS: I mean, because it's only by appreciating what we've done here, and what that prepares, and sets us up to do now, and even more so in the future that's the most important message that we need to have, and that's the obligation. Whether  you serve on the city council, or on the school board, or you're president of the Rotary Club, or you're the pastor of the church, or you're the head this club, or that organization, or whatever, all of us, all of us. That's what we need to pull together, and that's the ultimate big idea here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. AKINS: ... is how we make this special place reach the potential that it always has had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But now, really, I mean, there's so many things that are coming together ...

MR. AKINS: Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... at this point in time.

MR. AKINS: Exactly, and we, we should not waste those opportunities. I think that people that have that opinion, and that philosophy, and that desire, and willingness, to continue not to give up, and continue to try to make progress. Because it's really important. Because when we talk, that's the really great thing about being in Oak Ridge is, because when we talk about things here, we're talking about things that are important to the whole country and, in, in many cases for the entire world, it's not ...the stakes are not small. When we talk about nuclear non-proliferation, folks at Y-12 are the experts in non-proliferation. When we talk about how we think about countries like Iran, and North Korea having the capacity to deliver nuclear weapons, when we think of China, Russia, the turn that Russia is taking. America's first line of defense is still Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.
MR. AKINS: The need for the deterrent, that Y-12 provides, is as important, if not more important today, as it has been in the past. That's right here in, that's right here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right here, that's right here.

MR. AKINS: When we consider what happens at the Lab, what it's had, what continues to happen in the Lab, and the impact that has on America's global competitiveness, in such a wide range of research, whether you're talking about manufacturing, supercomputing, almost any issue you can think about, that is an important issue effecting the global economy, climate change, all these things…
Much of the work that our country is doing to address those challenges, is done at Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
MR. MCDANIEL: The, you know, it's interesting, when I did the Weinberg documentary, Alvin's son, Richard, in the film, he talks about, talks about his dad, and his dad, you know, was the director of Oak Ridge National Lab for a number of years. He said his dad had some very unique, specific things that he was interested in, and he said, one of them was climate change. He said, "I was hearing about that when I was 16." And Richard, now, probably well into his mid-60s, you know, close to 70, maybe. But he said, "Yeah, my dad was talking about that when I was 16." So there's a, there's a tradition, and a history of innovation at the Lab.

MR. AKINS: Absolutely, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: And wouldn't it, wouldn't it be amazing if people knew about all those things. Some people say, wouldn't it be great if we had, if we made the effort to tell people more about those things.
MR. AKINS: You know, (laughter) and I've spent, I've spent 30 years trying to do that, and you have, too. You know, the challenge is, there's so much here. Some people, and, and one of the things that, unfortunately, when we get visitors, sometimes, and we commit death by power point ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, absolutely.

MR. AKINS: ... and we dump so much on people and people get overwhelmed, and they say, "Gosh, that place is too complex, I can't understand it, so I'm not even going to try."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: That's why, when I look at some of your work, Keith, and, particularly, some of these, and a lot of the work that, that Ray Smith has done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: These little short videos, it's probably the best medium to tell the Oak Ridge story, and to tell specifics, give illustrations of what we're talking about, and make it real.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. AKINS: That's very important, and we need to figure out ways to do that even more. Then, even more important, not only to produce it, but more innovative ways to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Distribute it

MR. AKINS: ... to distribute it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Get people to see it. Absolutely.
MR. AKINS: I mentioned Charlie Tombras. Charlie Tombras told me if you took the contact list on every Oak Ridge it would be just amazing of what reach it would have. All over the world.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.

MR. AKINS: His idea was to produce more one-minute, three-minute, little video segments, and make it available to everybody in Oak Ridge, and say, the only thing we ask you to do is just distribute this to people on your contact list, that you think might be interested. And even if they don't think they're interested now, that you could help them become more aware.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, sure.

MR. AKINS: Too often, I think, when we think about telling the Oak Ridge story, we talk about marketing Oak Ridge. We've got a, it's almost like we're back in the 1980s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. AKINS: We're not thinking of all the innovation that goes on at ORNL and Y-12, we need a lot more innovation in the, our community itself in terms of how we do these kinds of things.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. AKINS: So, again, that's why, I don't mean to keep complimenting you, Keith, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok. (laughs)

MR. AKINS: ... but, but the work that you, and a lot of others that have worked with you, it's just really, it's just very important, because it is using a medium in which it's easier to convey the story of what we're talking about in an interesting way, where people will pay attention to it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Well, I tell you, what an interesting interview this has been. It's fascinating, and not only, not only do you talk about your relationship with Oak Ridge, but you have a real inside knowledge of, of a lot of the things that have gone on, and the people that have influenced Oak Ridge and its history, and the things that it's done and we, we certainly appreciate the years, and the service that you've, you've made to our, to our community, and also to our region. And, "Wow"'s all I got to say about that, so thank you so much.

MR. AKINS: Thanks, Keith. It was fun. Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, good.
[End of Interview]

[Editor’s Note: Portions of this transcript have been edited at Mr. Akins request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
39

