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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 7, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Connie Adams. Connie, she's been around Oak Ridge for a long time so I'm sure she's got a lot to say. (laughs) But thank you, Connie, for taking time to talk with us, appreciate it.

MRS. ADAMS: Glad to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start at the beginning, tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family.

MRS. ADAMS: Well, I was born in Olean, New York, and my dad was in the newspaper business and when I was five, we moved to a suburb of Philadelphia. We lived in, first, Media, Pennsylvania, and then, Springfield, Pennsylvania. My father worked for Alfred Hill and Alfred and his wife, Julia, were offered the opportunity to come check out Oak Ridge. The AEC [Atomic Energy Commission] felt that Oak Ridge could benefit from having a daily newspaper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: They asked the Hills if they'd be interested, and they were. My father and Dick Smyser both worked for Alfred, and he sent my dad down as the publisher and Dick down as the editor, managing editor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what was your dad's name?
MRS. ADAMS: Don J. McKay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Don McKay, that's a famous name in Oak Ridge, certainly is.

MRS. ADAMS: Well, it's not, Dick's is even more famous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course, they both were. Now, the, what did your dad, I mean, you know, he came down here to be a publisher but what was he doing at the other newspapers?

MRS. ADAMS: Advertising manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Advertising manager.

MRS. ADAMS: Dick was in the news department.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. ADAMS: Dick was very young. But you know, he always looked young, he always looked young.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was a short little fellow and just looked like a little boy, didn't he? (laughter)

MRS. ADAMS: I know, his whole life.

MR. MCDANIEL: His whole life. So, so you ...

MRS. ADAMS: When they came down, in the fall of 1948 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... to get things set up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was there a newspaper in Oak Ridge prior to that?

MRS. ADAMS: Not like that. There was the Oak Ridge Journal and I'm not sure it published. I wouldn't have remembered but I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was… I don't know that it was published during the war years or not.
MRS. ADAMS: Well, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I think it was.

MRS. ADAMS: I don't know, I think it was, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: I think it was. So the, the actual, the Oak Ridger didn't start until '48, when ...

MRS. ADAMS: '49.

MR. MCDANIEL: '49.
MRS. ADAMS: That's when they ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  '49, they came down.
MRS. ADAMS: No, they came in the fall of '48 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. ADAMS: ... but they didn't publish their first issue until January, like three days before the gates opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: Right. My mother and my younger brother and baby sister and I stayed in Pennsylvania. We actually came down, the Hills, Alfred and Julia, brought us down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Now, how old were you at this time?
MRS. ADAMS: Eleven.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were 11. Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: And I was very sad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. ADAMS: I did not want to leave my friends and everything I knew. I was just miserable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, of course.

MRS. ADAMS: Our first home was the Guest House. We stayed there about a week and were assigned a D house on East Geneva Lane. It was the biggest house we'd ever lived in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: My mother was in seventh heaven.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how many kids were there?
MRS. ADAMS: Three.

MR. MCDANIEL: Three, ok, you and ...
MRS. ADAMS: I was in the sixth grade and my brother, maybe, second grade. He had Ms. Pickelseimer, and I remember feeling very dumb. I could've held my own in reading with anybody, but I was way behind in math, and hadn't ever had science, believe it or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: I remember later, in later years, glancing at one of my official records, and I scored fourth year, third month or something in science.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? My goodness.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. So the schools here were outstanding, I found out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly. 

MRS. ADAMS: I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you, so you grew up in Oak Ridge.

MRS. ADAMS: I grew up in Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: When you were 11.

MRS. ADAMS: ... with it was just ideal. Finished out the year at Elm Grove and then, started Jefferson with everybody else, so that was better. Everybody else was new ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: ... to that school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: ... and I made good friends, some of whom are still my friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that Jefferson was up on the hill?
MRS. ADAMS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MRS. ADAMS: The high school was on the hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's right.

MRS. ADAMS: Jefferson is where Robertsville [Middle School] ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Robertsville, yes.

MRS. ADAMS: ... and the only structure still standing that I remember is the gym. Then, I was in the first class to go to Oak Ridge High.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, were you? 

MRS. ADAMS: My graduating ...

MR. MCDANIEL: At the new high school.

MRS. ADAMS: That's right. The kids in my class were the first to have gone all the way through the Oak Ridge system from the first grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed somebody just not too long ago that, the very same thing.

MRS. ADAMS: Who was it?

MR. MCDANIEL: I can't remember.

MRS. ADAMS: Can't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: I can't remember right now, but ...

MRS. ADAMS: Well, I loved it. I became very happy when school started in the seventh grade. We did unusual things like, my class wrote a history of Oak Ridge that the Oak Ridger published.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. It's in the files, if you can find it. It was a good experience because we all had to go interview people and that kind of thing. We had a remarkable teacher, Craig Wilson, and I've often wondered whatever happened to him.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was, what was ... ?
MRS. ADAMS: Seventh grade homeroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Seventh grade homeroom. Ok.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. So, I graduated from high school in 1955, and went to Vanderbilt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's, let's talk a little bit about your teenaged years in Oak Ridge.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Those were the '50s, and I'm sure there were lots of things going on in Oak Ridge. Why don't you talk about what you remember from your high school days, some of the extra activities.

MRS. ADAMS: Well, I know the Wildcat Den was a very popular place. It wasn't with me, for some reason. One reason is because my mother didn't like the name, the Wildcat Den. (laughter) But, I didn't really date all that much. I had good friends, really good boy friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: But we didn't do all that much dating. We didn't do, when I did date, we didn't go to the Wildcat Den, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... I'm sure you went to, you know, dances and proms and things such as that, you know.

MRS. ADAMS: Yes, yes, and I helped decorate for a lot of them. I was a member of a social organization.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which one?
MRS. ADAMS: Penguins.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: And that was big. Then, junior-senior prom was big.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did you have your dances?

MRS. ADAMS: In the high school cafeteria.

MR. MCDANIEL: The high school? Now, did you go to the, the Oak Terrace for any dances there or any events?

MRS. ADAMS: No. My parents gave me a graduation party there, in the Starlight Room, it was called.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: It was full, I don't remember how many guests ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was the upstairs part, wasn't it?
MRS. ADAMS: Yes. But we used to eat a lot at the Oak Terrace. I always got the Pine, White Pine Room special.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was that?
MRS. ADAMS: It was white beans and I don't know what the meat was, but I liked beans so I always got that.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was, what was it like to eat there? I mean, what was some of the food that they served? Because I've had a lot of people talk about going there, but they never talk about ...

MRS. ADAMS: Well, the main draw, and this continued for years, they cooked biscuits and would bring around hot biscuits several times while you waited ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... and during the meal and they'd serve them with honey and butter, was just delicious. I really don't remember how, if the menu was limited or what, but it was a nice place to eat and there weren't very many places. There was the Mayflower, and then, I remember the, oh, drive-ins. The Snow White Drive-in was a big hang-out for teenagers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: It was a great place and safe. Everything was safe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Even if, even after the gates were opened.

MRS. ADAMS: Yes. The whole time I grew up here was safe. You could walk, at night ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And not worry about it.
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, and not worry about it. Even raising my own family, we lived on Orange Lane, which is bordered by the greenbelt and my son, Ben, told me a few years ago, "Mom, I used to go in the woods with Cindi Cross, Matthew DeVan and we would get totally lost, but we would eventually find our way home.” He said, “If parents did that nowadays, they'd probably be arrested for child abuse.”
MR. MCDANIEL: I had a lady the other day I was interviewing, she talked about, she worked at J.C. Penney. Her three year, her mother worked at J.C. Penney and when she was three-years-old, her mother would send her out the front door to walk down the street to go stay with a lady, by herself, at three-years-old.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, you just, you couldn't do that now.

MRS. ADAMS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Nobody would dare do that now.
MRS. ADAMS: I know.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... 

MRS. ADAMS: I walked. I took piano lessons and I walked there. My mother didn't drive. We only had the one car. I walked everywhere, I walked to church, fellowship -- which meant on Sunday nights and this was from our house on East Geneva to First Presbyterian. The, I don't know what distance it was but I didn't think anything at all about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: Many times, I would walk home from, from the high school. I rode the bus most of the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that was up a hill, wasn't it? Geneva?

MRS. ADAMS: It was, it was like the first block up from Big Ed's.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right.

MRS. ADAMS: Which then was Service Drug. Oh, people would go to Service Drug after school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... and hang out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Hang out ...

MRS. ADAMS: ... at the soda fountain.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... at the soda fountain at Service Drug, which is where Big Ed's is now.

MRS. ADAMS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. ADAMS: When I was a senior, I got a part-time job at McCrory's which was next, more or less next to Service Drug. I didn't tell my parents that I'd applied for the job. Then, I got a call saying that I'd been hired and I didn't know whether to tell them and they were thrilled.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. ADAMS: But my dad cut out my allowance. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. I guess he figured you were making your own money now.
MRS. ADAMS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did your dad, you know, newspaper business is a tough business, long hours. Did your dad work long hours or did he ... ?
MRS. ADAMS: Yes, he did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... try to keep things fairly reasonable?
MRS. ADAMS: I remember a strike and it lasted a long time. That caused a great deal of stress in my family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. ADAMS: And ... But management won. It was when they put in, I forget, but linotype operators were put out of business by ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: ... whatever the mechanical ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Some kind of automation.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: My brother, like you did, got a job as a newspaper carrier. I wanted one, but my father didn't want me to. And the Oak Ridger printed a column each week called, "Teen Talk Topics," and so, I wanted to write that and, at first he said, "No," then he said, "Well, you can go interview Dick Smyser." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: Or have him interview you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: Then he said, "I've changed my mind, you can't do it." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? And why do you think that was?
MRS. ADAMS: Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Preferential treatment for family?
MRS. ADAMS: He did not want to be accused of nepotism.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly ...
MR. MCDANIEL: Because he had gotten burnt by that once. He made up his mind if he were ever in a management position, he would never hire family. Of course, my brother, I don't know why he got hired except that he was an outstanding salesman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: They were glad to have him, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: But, we had a lot of, my parents entertained a great deal and so, I got to meet a lot of people, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, a newspaper publisher in a small town is a significant position in the community. You know, it is.
MRS. ADAMS: Right, and I just got to meet lots of those people in management and the government and stores, because he made a real effort to become friends with advertisers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well sure, of course.
MRS. ADAMS: We could only shop at the places that advertised.

MR. MCDANIEL: That advertised. (laughter)

MRS. ADAMS: My friends used to like to go to Knoxville by bus -- back then, you could do that -- to go Christmas shopping and I wanted to go. He said, "You can go under one condition: You can't spend any money except for lunch. You can buy your lunch but you can't buy anything." When I got married, he said, "You can have whatever you want for your wedding but you have to buy it all at Loveman's."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: They were our biggest advertiser.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: So, I was in Nashville at that time in school. A friend and I would go look at bridal gowns and bridesmaids dresses, and I'd secretly write down the stock numbers and that type of thing. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... But, but growing up in Oak Ridge was a pleasant experience.

MRS. ADAMS: It was for me, it really was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS:  ... long-lasting friendships.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you graduated high school and then, you said you went to Nashville, Vanderbilt.

MRS. ADAMS: Vanderbilt, to study nursing. I was really lucky in the summer because I got health industry-related jobs. I worked two summers at the hospital for Carl Jefferies who was the head of the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Here in Oak Ridge?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes, and his secretary was Alice McLain. When she took a two-week vacation, I filled in for her, which, she was such a good secretary there was very little for me to do. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: She worked ahead. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MRS. ADAMS: But I would work in the cafeteria as the cashier. Then, in the business office, doing whatever they wanted me to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: So that was great. And then, another summer, I worked for the obstetrical practice, and that was good experience. So, I liked that.

MR. MCDANIEL: This was, was Methodist, did the Methodist ... ?

MRS. ADAMS: It was ... No, it was just Oak Ridge Hospital. And then, it, if you will ... Were you here when they had the big brouhaha over the sale of the hospital?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, I wasn't, I wasn't here.

MRS. ADAMS: Well, that was really interesting. The Methodists, the Holston Conference, wanted to purchase it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: A lot of people, including my father, wanted it to be a privately-owned hospital with investors, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: As I recall, there was a group of doctors that kind of put something together, didn't they?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes, yeah. And so, the Methodists won, and so, they got the hospital. At first, it was the Methodist Hospital, the Oak Ridge Hospital of the Methodist Church, Inc., and then, of course, later they changed it to Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, when ... when did that happen? Do you remember, about ... ?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when they ... ?
MRS. ADAMS: I was still in college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: I'm thinking it was close to 1958 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... that it was ... there was a ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sold. 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's when all that came about.
MRS. ADAMS: And, course, after I graduated, we lived in Nashville until three months after my daughter, Beth, was born…
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: …and Ben came here, he's a civil engineer.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you got married in Nashville.
MRS. ADAMS: In Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, in Oak Ridge, right.
MRS. ADAMS: A week after I graduated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Now, a week after you graduated from ... ?
MRS. ADAMS: Vanderbilt.

MR. MCDANIEL: From Vanderbilt. Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: Now, Ben is also a Vanderbilt graduate, but he graduated three years ahead of me and was in the Navy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: His sister, Rosalie, was a very good friend, and that's how I met Ben ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. ADAMS: ... and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: He had a job with Wilson, Weezner and Wilkinson Company, in Nashville, but every time we'd visit here, my dad would say that there wasn't an engineer in private practice. They were building subdivisions and a civil engineer was needed and so, Ben was very interested. Dad introduced him to various people, including George Crouch.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: That's what George was doing. He worked days at Y-12, but in his basement, he had a drafting table and he was helping design subdivisions. He was designing subdivisions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really.
MRS. ADAMS: So, he agreed that Ben should work with him and, for a long time, Ben worked at his house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, your dad, had a, he had a plan to get you back to Oak Ridge, didn't he?

MRS. ADAMS: (laughs) Well, I don't think it was me. I think he just really liked Ben (laughter) and saw it as an opportunity for Ben.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, a good, good opportunity. I want to go back and ask you, we'll come back there in a minute, I want to go back and ask you, so you moved your, you moved here in, you said, '49. And you moved into a D house. Now, the homes didn't become available for sale, as I recall, until about '55 or '56. 

MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you, did your dad buy the D house?
MRS. ADAMS: He did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. ADAMS: I think it was $5,000. He couldn't believe what a good deal that was. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: I think most people did buy their houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: I think most people did. 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely, most people did. The... And I just remember, that was big, big deal with the government and the housing in Oak Ridge and all that.

MRS. ADAMS: Residents jumped at the opportunity to buy their homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely, absolutely. So ... And you grew up in that house. You stayed in that house 'til you left.

MRS. ADAMS:  'Til I left for school and lived in Nashville long enough to have a baby. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: And I think she was, Beth was born 10 and a half months after we were married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: We lived in the Garden Apartments ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Once you came back, after about a year after you graduated.

MRS. ADAMS: Right. Then, we left there and went to a C house on Orange Lane. We bought that and lived there happily for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Orange Lane, tell me, remind me where that is.
MRS. ADAMS: It's on Outer Drive, it's near the intersection of Michigan Avenue and Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, right, right, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: It was beautiful. We added on to it about, we doubled the floor space.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. ADAMS: I would have been happy there the rest of my life. It was greenbelt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: It was tall trees, it was shade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: In the summertime, we didn't have air conditioning forever. This is what I remember: I never locked the doors for a long time. We had a milkman who would just go in the house, check my refrigerator, decide what I needed, take away milk that was old and, one time, he helped me fix my stove. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: People didn't lock their doors, they really didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so, when was this? Early '60s?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably early '60s?

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's amazing that it was just, I know that's a long time ago now, but it doesn't seem that long ago to some of us. (laughs)

MRS. ADAMS: I, you know, nobody locked their doors, I don't think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: I remember my father-in-law being shocked. He said I should keep it locked during the day, and I don't think, as long as we lived there, I ever locked it during the day, but we did start locking it if we went out of town.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I know people left their keys in their car.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, that was common for people, just leave keys in their cars.

MRS. ADAMS: It just wasn't crime for a long time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: I think it's because we had such a high employment rate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, and the type of people that came to work here ...
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... I would imagine, as well, so ... So, you came back to Oak Ridge, you had, you had Ben and so, did you just stay at home and take care of children ...
MRS. ADAMS: No, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... or did you go to work?
MRS. ADAMS: You know, Ben didn't have any income for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, I didn't mean Ben, I meant you had your, your ...

MRS. ADAMS: Children.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... children, right.

MRS. ADAMS: I had one child when we moved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, that's what I meant.

MRS. ADAMS: I went to work and, for Dr. John DePersio, for two years and I quit because I was expecting my second child. Then, I stayed home until I had a third child and then, I decided to go back to work. Well, we, of course, needed the money, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. ADAMS: Well, we didn't have any extra. The first thing I bought was a dishwasher and the second thing I bought was a color TV.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. (laughter) I worked at the hospital. Then, I worked, actually, I worked on a regular, part-time basis, not full-time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. At the hospital?
MRS. ADAMS: At the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you do there?
MRS. ADAMS: I worked on a surgical floor, post-op.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. ADAMS: Pre- and post-op.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, your degree was nursing?
MRS. ADAMS: Nursing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: Bachelor's in nursing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, were you a registered nurse?
MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: Also that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you got to see the hospital over the years, change a lot.
MRS. ADAMS: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Why don't you talk a little bit about that?
MRS. ADAMS: Well, I worked in the old part of the hospital and then, they built the new wing. My floor moved over to the new wing and that was modernized. They had what they called nurse servers, which is a supply closet in every room that connected to the corridor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. ADAMS: They ... I saw the advent of computers in the hospital. That was hard. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I bet, I bet it was.
MRS. ADAMS: Then, they, you know, so many years passed, and it's changed so much now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: It's a lot safer, because they have a scanner that checks your bracelet before they do everything. Before they give you medications and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Make sure that it's, you're the right person.

MRS. ADAMS: Right. It's really safer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. ADAMS: I like the fact, have you been in the hospital lately, either as a visitor ... ?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes ...

MRS. ADAMS: Well then, you know they have a big white board, and they have the name of your nurse and the goals for the day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: All that kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: It's, I'd like to work there. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you worked there for a number of years.

MRS. ADAMS: Sixteen or 17 years. Then, I quit forever and we sold our house. We were, we wanted to add on to it again, or totally reorient it, and Ben's company had been meeting with some financial advisors, and they thought that we shouldn't do that, it would be overbuilding the neighborhood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. ADAMS: At that time, the housing market was depressed. I agree to put it up for sale thinking it would not sell and that then, we could feel good about spending the money for another upgrade on the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: But, suddenly, Ken Glass and his family, he worked for the city, and they wanted it and they wanted it in two weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, God ... (laughter)

MRS. ADAMS: This was just before Christmas, and I was just dumbfounded. Ben said, “Connie, if, if we had more time, you know, we would wait until two weeks before we tried to pack,” and this kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. ADAMS: So, we moved ...  My dad, by this time, I'd lost my mother and they had built a house on Watts Bar Lake, and I asked my dad if we could move in with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, what year was this?
MRS. ADAMS: Gee, Ok, I guess, would '80 ... ? It was after the World's Fair.

 MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so ... And the World's Fair was '82.

MRS. ADAMS: '82.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... And were your kids out of the house by this ... ?
MRS. ADAMS: In a year, they were. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. ADAMS: Our youngest child was in college, our oldest was in law school and our son was also in college. He was at Auburn. Nancy was at Transylvania and Beth was at Vanderbilt. She had graduated from UT but went to Vanderbilt Law School. And so, we, Ben would commute daily and then, I would go with Linda Brown. We would look at houses and I didn't see anything that I liked as well as the house that I was having to sell. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was, so you went and, went and stayed with your dad on Watts, at his home on Watts Bar Lake, actually.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, and it was in the fall and he had a girlfriend who was a neighbor and they were very, he mostly spent his time over there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: ... but he would come to his own house every day. He would do his own laundry. He would listen to the stock market report. He would answer his mail and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: We put in our own phone and I said, “Dad, we'll pay all the utilities,” but he worried about it. He was, he was really worried about the utilities because I was cleaning everything that hadn't been really cleaned since my mother had died. So, I was using the dishwasher and washer and dryer a whole lot, so I said, “Don't worry about it.” (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: And he'd been, he'd been long retired by this time.
MRS. ADAMS: Oh, yeah, yeah..

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. ADAMS: So, it was really funny. Ben saw all these pens that didn't work and he dumped them and my dad was upset. We were able to get them out. They were souvenirs. He and my mother had travelled ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. ADAMS: ... a lot, and he got a pen at every hotel they ever stayed at and also an ashtray. He just wanted the pens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: And Ben thought that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was junk.
MRS. ADAMS: He did. And none of them worked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.

MRS. ADAMS: Oh, and I kept putting his binoculars away and he said, "I need them. I look at the mail box up the driveway to see if the flag is up." So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How old was, how old was your dad about this time?
MRS. ADAMS: He must have been 75. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: Younger than I am now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: He was in, he never lost his marbles or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was feisty, though, wasn't he?

MRS. ADAMS: He was feisty. Yes he was. He didn't like anything disturbed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: I was going around disturbing everything. Once, I was in the shower and he came and he said, "The utility bill came!" (laughter) And it was much less than he thought it would be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. ADAMS: And we were paying it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: I never understood his position on that. (laughter) One time, Dick Smyser called and asked if, he said, "I've never known if you really wanted to come and work here, but we, I'd like for you to come for two weeks and help out with obituaries."

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. ADAMS: "Would you do it?" And I said, "I'd love to." So, I came and did that and then, I never heard back and I thought I must have really done a terrible job. (laughter) Then, several months later, Tom Hill called and asked if I would help out part-time on the switchboard. And it turns out, the other person was Joan, his wife.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. ADAMS: So I worked mornings and she worked afternoons. I was thrilled. Then, Joan Wallace called that very day and said, could I help out in the newsroom? I said, “Tom Hill has just asked me to work at the switchboard.” She said, "I'll call you back." And she did and she said, "Work mornings at the switchboard and afternoons in the newsroom."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.

MRS. ADAMS: I would have mopped floors. I just thought, back then, it was really exciting because we had a whole bunch of reporters and a lot of high school kids helping out. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: This is when Tom owned it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. ADAMS: And he could ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: And Dick was still there.

MRS. ADAMS: Dick was here briefly, but he was at one of his, he was in Alaska ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... at one of those professorships.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: But he would come back, briefly, and then go on another professorship.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: So, but I just remember that we had all these young kids working. So lunch was always exciting because of the conversations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: The reporters were, one was religion major, one was an art major, you know, just various, history major, that kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed, I interviewed Jim Campbell and he talked a little bit about the history of the Oak Ridger and he said it really was a teaching newspaper.

MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, they got a lot of young people in there to teach them how to be real reporters and how a real newspaper works. So ...

MRS. ADAMS: And they all went on to better jobs. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: But it was just exciting, it really was. It was never boring or anything. It was just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was back when a newspaper was a real newspaper, you know. So ... 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, yeah ... Then, Tom sold it and, increasingly, they had their stockholders to please. So they cut the staff and cut the staff and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: So, that's the way it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It's just kept on since then. And also, the whole internet and online and all the electronic. 

MRS. ADAMS: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's impacted every newspaper across the country.

MRS. ADAMS: This is before the internet, but we had computers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: Or word processors

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: I had to learn that. I remember, oh, Joe Culver was the editor, and what was her name? Ruth, her daughter Nancy, Nancy England's mother. She would write a gardening column and she'd come, she must have been 85.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: I said to Joe, once, I figure if Ruth could do it, I could do it. And he said, “That's what she says about you.” (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so I have a question.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: So who was 'Incky?'

MRS. ADAMS: 'Incky' was everybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: So there was, so, tell me about 'Incky.'
MRS. ADAMS: Well no. Ok, 'Incky' at first, well, Cathrine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about the column. It was a, it was a, "Ask Incky," wasn't it?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a question and answer column.

MRS. ADAMS: It started I-N-C-K-Y because it had to do with incorporation. That's when it began ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: ... when the city was incorporated. People would submit questions and it was shared by two people and I can't remember the two people. Then, Catherine Ann McConnaughey, Catherine Ann, she married an editor, a later editor, but she was 'Incky.' She would come in at night and type in the questions and get the answers and type those in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MRS. ADAMS: I miss it. It was a good feature.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a good feature.

MRS. ADAMS: Everybody read that.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a good feature. So, but growing up, you grew up in the newspaper, in the Oak Ridger. Were you around very much when you were growing up, when your dad was publisher?

MRS. ADAMS: Not really. My brother was. But I was familiar with it, you know. It wasn't a very big outfit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: One great big business area newsroom, my dad's office was open. I don't think he ever shut the door. Then, the room where the wire, what did you call it?

MR. MCDANIEL: Service.

MRS. ADAMS: Wire services would come and then the press room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: Then, in the back the printing press.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: When I worked for the Oak Ridger, when it was on, off the Turnpike, it was still printed in this old building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? 
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that was, when it was down Jackson Square, wasn't it?
MRS. ADAMS: The press?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, the Oak Ridger offices.
MRS. ADAMS: No, they were across from that Sonic that closed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, there, sure, sure. I meant before that.

MRS. ADAMS: It, oh, yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was over...
MRS. ADAMS: Behind Jackson Square.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Over back behind ...
MRS. ADAMS: Those two doors.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... the Magic Wok that ...
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ...that row of buildings there. I mean ...
MRS. ADAMS: Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... in a little storefront area there.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... I think Sun Printing was there after the Oak Ridger, as I recall, years ago.

MRS. ADAMS: It may be, but now all that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It's gone.
MRS. ADAMS: ... been demolished.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... So, you worked at the Oak Ridger, what did you do in the newsroom when you worked in the afternoons?

MRS. ADAMS: Whatever. I helped type in stuff. Back then, everything had to be typed in. Then, Jonell Schmitt, who was the Intermission editor, wanted the summer off. Joe Culver asked me if I would edit that, and I said, "Do you think I can?" and he said, "Yes."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: So I had a lot of help from Joan Wallace, who was later the editor. And Bootie Woodside, do you remember her? 

MR. MCDANIEL: That name's familiar.
MRS. ADAMS: Ellen Woodside. She was the lifestyle editor and they were a lot of help and I really enjoyed editing Intermission. And then, Ed Miller came to be the editor and I learned a whole lot from him and I became a copy editor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: And that's what I did until I retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. ADAMS: I really loved that. It was the perfect fit for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well my goodness. So, you did that and I'm sure you didn't stay on the lake forever.

MRS. ADAMS: No, no we sold, I'm trying to think. We moved in in October and moved into our new house just at Christmas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MRS. ADAMS: Like Christmas eve ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. ADAMS: ... something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. ADAMS: We made the two week…
MR. MCDANIEL: You made the two week deadline.
MRS. ADAMS: So I was out, we were with Dad about three months.

MR. MCDANIEL: How well did you know Dick Smyser?
MRS. ADAMS: Real well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about Dick. What was Dick like?
MRS. ADAMS: Well, I hear he was, sort of, a little bit of a tyrant. My daughter worked for him and I can't… She was an excellent writer, and she was a good friend of Katy Smyser who was an excellent writer, and they had just excellent kids. He assigned them important stories and I think it was wonderful experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: And they all loved him very much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: And they appreciated him, later, very much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But he was kind of hard on them ...

MRS. ADAMS: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, he expected ...
MRS. ADAMS: A lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a lot.
MRS. ADAMS: He did. But he was, I know that he was very fond of his staff and very supportive and wrote glowing letters of recommendation for them. He used to butt heads with the production department because of the deadline.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: He often threatened not to meet it, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.
MRS. ADAMS: So, that was always a problem.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: Kind of perennial problem. But he had all the respect in the world and he ran with the giants nationally.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, talking about that. That was a, I suppose, those were union jobs. Production department were union jobs, weren't they?

MRS. ADAMS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, they weren't?
MRS. ADAMS: No, that's ... Back in the day, when there was this union strike, management won and it was a, what do you call it, an open shop after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it?
MRS. ADAMS: No, they were not members of the union.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right. Ok. They were just both stubborn, production and Dick.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, they butted heads. I guess it's the nature of the job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: They had to get the paper out at a certain time and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What were some of the big things in, even before you went to work at the Oak Ridger, working at the hospital and the Oak Ridger, what were some of the big, the big stories, the big changes, the big moments in Oak Ridge?

MRS. ADAMS: The sale of the hospital was very big as I remember. Incorporation for the city was very big.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: Integration of the schools was very big.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember any particular instances about integration or stories?

MRS. ADAMS: Well, I had gone, I think they integrated the year after I left for Vanderbilt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right.
MRS. ADAMS: But I was here in that summer and I remember the bayoneted soldiers in Clinton. We'd gone to Big Ridge, a group of us, and it was very scary coming back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: ... to see the soldiers and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was September of '56.
MRS. ADAMS: Ok, I was in college, but this was in summer, and it was just really scary. At Greenfield, they recently showed “The Clinton 12”.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did they?
MRS. ADAMS: I related very ... even though I wasn't, I was here when Billy Graham ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh ... Oh, yeah, came.

MRS. ADAMS: Came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. And that was '58.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: That was, that was not, '58, early '59, because the Clinton High School was bombed in October of '58.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Clinton High School was integrated in September of '56.
MRS. ADAMS: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oak Ridge High School was integrated the year before.

MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. ADAMS: I remember talking to Mr. Dunigan, who was the principal of Oak Ridge High School during that time, and asking him about it. I know that the, like the basketball team, a lot of the other teams refused to play Oak Ridge. But, they never backed down, the schools did not. They were very supportive of their integrated teams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MRS. ADAMS: So, I'm proud of that. I have a friend who was, Betty Greer, that grew up in Clinton. She was one of the students that were bussed to the old Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: The old Linden on LaSalle.

MRS. ADAMS: So, that was really big, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. ADAMS: Personally, the biggest thing that happened to me when I worked in the newsroom was September 11.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were working there.
MRS. ADAMS: Yes, I remember that somebody was watching the TV and said, "Hey, guys, you wouldn't believe it. Something's just ... "

MR. MCDANIEL: Something's going on.

MRS. ADAMS: ...going on ..." So, we all gathered and couldn't believe it, just like everybody else. But it was a long day.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure.

MRS. ADAMS: A very long day.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure.
MRS. ADAMS: I was proud of the job the Oak Ridger did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. My son was three, my oldest son was three, and he didn't like going to the Jackson Square Towers after that because those were the, in his mind, those were skyscrapers in Oak Ridge.

MRS. ADAMS: He was afraid that would happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was afraid, a little bit.
MRS. ADAMS: That's interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: He wouldn't remember that, but I remember that.

MRS. ADAMS: Ben's firm designed that.

MR. MCDANIEL: He called them, he called it, 'the city.' He called Jackson Square Towers, 'the city.'

MRS. ADAMS: That's precious.

MR. MCDANIEL: "Are we going to go to the city?" because in his mind it was, you know, well, it is, still is the tallest building in Oak Ridge. (laughter)

MRS. ADAMS: Oh, there's another big event, but I wasn't working at all. Kennedy's assassination.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. The ... What about the Cuban Missile Crisis?

MRS. ADAMS: Well, that's interesting. My dad was on a press jaunt, on a ship in the Caribbean, with a lot of newsmen and that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. ADAMS: I have a copy of, he wrote up about this, sent it to Dick and Dick published it. It was, what I mostly remember is his saying it was a very difficult time to have a bunch of newsmen at a, on a boat in the Caribbean with a news blackout. They didn't know, they knew something bad was going on, but they didn't know what it was or how to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They didn't know what it was.

MRS. ADAMS: No. This was before, I guess, cell phones and that kind of thing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. ADAMS: ... and so they couldn't call anybody, so ... I remember that mostly in retrospect.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. But, you know ... 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, and, yeah, I mean, I mean ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: A lot of people had, you know, because Oak Ridge, of what it did and who it was, you know, they were afraid ...

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... because of, because of that.
MRS. ADAMS: Well, the whole world was afraid. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, of course. But the whole world wasn't within missile range of Cuba, either.

MRS. ADAMS: I know. Well, you know, you know there were, there was an incident also somebody who flew over Oak Ridge that highjacked an airplane. That was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was 1972, I believe. Yes.
MRS. ADAMS: Was it? Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. And, and a couple of those guys were from Oak Ridge.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. Hurd. That was the last name of one of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't remember the names.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't remember, but they eventually went on to Chattanooga and Miami, I think.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, I think you're right. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well is there anything else you want to tell me about? Anything else you want to talk about?

MRS. ADAMS: No. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well ...
MRS. ADAMS: You're very good at asking questions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I just want to know what your thoughts are. You've been in Oak Ridge since you were 11 and you've been here a long time. So how do, you know, just kind of philosophize a little bit about Oak Ridge and its transition over the decades as you've seen it.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok. Well, of course, now we have more crime, more drug-related issues, we have a poor economy. I worry about it. My husband worked very hard, was one of the founders of the East Tennessee Economic Council. I mean, when he worked, he worked actively trying to promote businesses and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. ADAMS: We're both worried about it. I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is your husband still living?
MRS. ADAMS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And he was, he had his own firm, is that right?
MRS. ADAMS: That's right. Adams, Craft, Herz, Walker. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. ADAMS: They, you mentioned Jackson Plaza: their firm designed that and their firm also did the site work for the high school renovations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. But he hasn't worked in a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: And he's had a couple of strokes. He's recovered amazing well, but he's got mobility issues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. ADAMS: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway, so, but you've seen things change a lot in Oak Ridge.
MRS. ADAMS: A whole lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Has anything changed for the better, in your eyes?

MRS. ADAMS: Well, I think, I think the school system has maintained its excellence under trying circumstances, because a lot of the school population is poor, or parents are on drugs or there's just a single parent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: ... and I think it must be very difficult.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: I don't know. I don't know what the ... I've often just joked that the two best things in Oak Ridge are the schools and the Soup Kitchen. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, you may be right. But, you know, Oak Ridge is a good place to grow older ...

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... because of the medical.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, it's really become a center, a regional center for good medical ...

MRS. ADAMS: Good medical care.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... care.
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, I know. I'm proud of that. I'm pleased. Now, I don't know any of the doctors any more except my own.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course. They come and go a lot ...
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... any, any more. And all of the original doctors, most of them are gone ...

MRS. ADAMS: I know.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... or retired, so. But those were doctors that came here early and stayed forever.

MRS. ADAMS: I know.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, stayed their entire careers.

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

 MR. MCDANIEL: So ... I know my mother, she's 87, and she hasn't outlived, she's probably had, in the last 20 years, she's probably six or seven heart doctors because they come and then they go on to someplace else ...

MRS. ADAMS: Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ...and she has to start over.

MRS. ADAMS: ... Victor McLaughlin is still here. (laughter) And he grew up in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right. 

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway ... All right.

MRS. ADAMS: Ok, Keith, thank you. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Connie, thank you. 

MRS. ADAMS: I've enjoyed it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I appreciate you talking about your time in Oak Ridge ...

MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and your life and your ...
MRS. ADAMS: I still love Oak Ridge. You're right, it's a good place to grow old and Greenfield is a good place to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well good, good. 

MRS. ADAMS: I love it there.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long have you been there?

MRS. ADAMS: Three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, have you?
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. ADAMS: We lived in a two-story townhouse, and it became real hard for Ben. So, I, the kids wanted us to move to a one-floor, one-story place and I said, “I have one move left in me and I want that to be to Greenfield.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: They didn't believe it and I think part of it was, they didn't want to be accused of putting us in the home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. ADAMS: But I kept saying that and I really meant it. My daughter, Beth, called me three years ago this month and said, "Mom, I don't know how serious you were, but I put your name on a waiting list and I've just been notified that an apartment is available. Are you really interested?" And I said, "Yes." So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you really like it there?
MRS. ADAMS: I really like it.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's a community, isn't it?

MRS. ADAMS: Yes, it is.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they do a lot of things for you that you don't have to do.

MRS. ADAMS: Oh, yeah, right. Like they, today is Monday and so, they do my floor, the housekeepers do. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm, sure.

MRS. ADAMS: And we eat supper there. I fix breakfast and lunch. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. ADAMS: It's a nice place.
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MRS. ADAMS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, Connie. Thank you so much.
MRS. ADAMS: All right. Thank you, Keith.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wait a minute, let me get the microphone off of you.
MRS. ADAMS: Oh, I'm sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
[End of Interview]

[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mrs. Adams’ request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
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