Oral History of Graydon D. Whitman
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1
college and Army life before Oak Ridge

2
assignment to Oak Ridge

4
training in calutron repair

6
collecting U-235 from calutron

6
racetracks

7
urgent work

8
track foreman

9
work uniforms and security badges

10
training from E. O. Lawrence’s people

11
higher output than expected

12
calutron mechanical problems

14
high voltage; fatalities

16
flat out production

16
alpha and beta calutrons

17
guessing the secret

18
discharge from Army

18
first visit to Smoky Mountains

19
“Benchley” theater

20
Gamble Valley

21
recreation

21
bus transportation

22
work schedule

23
GI barracks and hutments

24
discharge from Army

24
return to Oak Ridge employment

25
hearing about bomb being dropped

27
calutron problems and hazards

29
Y-12 hum

30
return to college

30
job offers; Stable Isotope Group

30
postwar shortages and poor highways

31
buying car

31
Roane-Anderson Company services

32
wife

32
cafeterias

33
cigarettes

34
telephones

35
special services unit reunions

35
sports teams

36
Y-12 management

36
expanding production capacity

37
Stable Isotope Program
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37
reactor programs and colleagues

38
secret service

39
inspection by Groves and Nichols

40
Nichols revisits Oak Ridge

40
mud, gravel roads, and boardwalks

41
Special Engineering Detachment in other locations

42
big reunion

43
furloughs, letters home

43
“on our own”
44
baffled by Oak Ridge

45
foreman, forelady, and calutron girls

46
calutron problems and sights

49
health safety versus mission urgency

49
prominent scientists

50
first impression of Oak Ridge

51
healthcare

52
problems with subordinates

53
Oak Ridge Symphony and Playhouse

53
tennis court dances

54
sources of whiskey

55
beautiful day, strange time

56
Roane-Anderson Company services

56
reporting to military unit

57
Manhattan Engineers, regular Army technical recruits

58
Fife and Drum Corps

58
bowling

59
calutron pilot plant

59
26 Project

60
Rickover

61
Jimmy Doolittle

62
General Groves

63
comparison of combat and Oak Ridge jobs

64
going to the Aleutians

65
Oak Ridge opportunities

66
free medical service

66
crime

67
notable incidents

68
activities at Blankenship Field

69
Manhattan Project special award

69
contamination

70
Army uniforms

71
down-sizing Y-12

72 
resisting change

73
community involvement

74
people relocated by Manhattan Project and TVA
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74
cemeteries

76
friction between Oak Ridge and surrounding communities

78
priority treatment

80
the bomb in 28 months

81
large projects designed with slide rules

83
power generation and consumption

87
appreciation for Oak Ridge

